


THE FOETlCAt WORKS 


OF 



PRINTED FROM THE ORIGINAL EDITIONS 


WITH A LIFE OF THE AUTHOR BY 


THE REV. JOHN MITFORD 


WITH PORTRAIT AND TWENTT^SEPEN ILLUSTRATIONS 


BY R. WESTALL, R.A. 



IN TWO VOLUMES 



VOL. I. 


LONDON 

BICKERS AND SON i LEICESTER SQUARE W. 

iSBa 









Vll 


•In Paradifum amiJfanP^fummi poetae Johannis Miltoni. 

/^UI legis AmifTam Paradifum, grandia magni 
^^^^^“Carmina Miltoni, quid nifi cun6l*a legis? 

Res cun6las, &t cun£larum primordia rerum, 

Et fata, et fines continet ifte liber. 

Intima panduntur magni penetralia mundi; 

Scribitur ct toto quicquid in orbe latet; 
Tcrraeque, tradfufque maris, coelumque profundum 
Sulphureumque Ercbi flammivomumque fpecus ; 
Quseque colunt terras, portumque et Tartara caeca. 

^uaeque colunt fuinmi Incida regna poli ; 

Et quodcunquc ullis concluium eft finibus ulquam, 
Et fine fine Chaos, et fine fine Deus ; 

Et fine fii3t magis, fi quid magis eft fine fine. 

In Chriicb erga homines conciliatus amor. 

Hjec qui fperaret quis creder^et efle futurum ? 

Et tamen haec hodie terra Britanna legit. 

O quantos in bella duces ! quae protulit arma ! 

Quae canit, et quanta, praelia dira tuba. 

Coeleftes acies ! atque in certamine coelum ! • 

Et quae cceleftes pugna deceret agros ! 

Quantus in aetheriis tollit fe Lucifer armis, 

Atque ipfo graditur vix Michaele minor ! 

Quantis, et fjuam funeftis concurritur iris 
Dum ferus hie ftellas protegit, illc rapit ! 

Dum vulfos montes ceu tela reciproca torquent, 

Et non mortali defuper igne pluunt: 

Stat dubius cui fe parti concedat Olympus, 

Et metuit pugiiae non fuperefle fuae. 

At fimul in ccelis Mefiiae iniignia fulgent, 

Et currus animes, armaque digna Deo, 
Horrcndumqtfb rotae ftrident, et faeva rotarum 
Erumpunt torvis fulgura luminibus, 
lEf fiammae vibrant, et vera tonitrua rauco 
Admiftis flammis infonuere Polo, 

Excidit atfconitis mens omnis, et impetus omnis 
Et caffis dextris irrita tela cadunt. 


Publiftied with the feconeJ edifion of Paradife in 1674, 
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IN PARADISUM A MIS SAM. 


Ad poenas fugiunt, et ceu foret Orcus afylum 
Infernis certant condere fe t. nebris. 

Cedite Romani fcriptores, cedite Graii ' 

Et quos fama recens vel celebravit anus. 

Hsec quicunque legct tantum ^ecinifle putabit 
Maeonidem ranas, Virgilium culices. 

Samuel Barrow, M. D. 


ON PARADISE LOST. . 

W HEN I beheld the poet blind, yet bold. 

In flender book his vaft urfign unfold, 
Mefliah crown’d, God’s reconcil’d deciee, 

Rebelling angels, the forbidden tree, 

Heav’n, hell, earth, chaos, all; the argument 
Held me awhile mifdoubting his intent. 

That he would ruine (for I faw him ftroiig) 

The facred truths to Fable and old fong 
(So Sampfon grop’d the temple’s pofts in fpite) 

The world o’crv» helming to revenge his fight. 

Yet as I read, foon growing lefs fevere, 

I lik’d his projedf, the fuccefs did fear; 

Through that wide field how he his way fhould find 
O’er which lame faith leads underfianding blind; 
Left he perplex’d the things he would explain, 

And what was eafy he fhould render vain. 

Or if a work fo infinite he fpann’d. 

Jealous I was that fome lefs fkilful hand 
(Such as difquiet always what is well, 

And by ill imitating would excel) 

Might hence prefume the whole creation’s day 
To change in feenes, and fhow it in a play. 

Pardon me, mighty poet, nor defpife 
My caufeiefs, yet ru t impious, furmife. 

But I am now convinc’d, and none will dare 
Within thy labours to pretend a fhare. 

Thou haft not mifs’d one thought that could be fit. 
And all that was improper doft omit: 

So that no room i; here for writers left. 

But to detect their ignorance or theft. 

That majefty which through thy work doth reign 
Draws the devout, deterring the profane. 



ON PARADISE LOST. 


And things divine thou treat’ft of in fuch ftate 
As them prefervesJand thee, inviolate. 

At once dfilight ana horror on us feize, 

Thou fing*ft with fo much gravity and eafe, 

And above human ^ight doft foar aloft 
'With plume fo ftrong, fo equal, and fo foft. 

The bird nam*d from that paradife you fing 
So never flags, but always jcecps on wing. 

Where could’ft thou words of fuch a compafs find ? 
Whence furnifh fuch a vaft expanfe of mind ? 

Juft heav’n thee like Tirefias to requite 
Rewards with prophecy thy lofs of fight. 

Well mighteft thou fcorn thy^readers to allure 
With tinkling rhyme, of thy own fenfe fecure; 

While the town-bayes writes all the while and /pells, 
And like a pack-horfe tires without his bells: 

Their fancies like our bufliy points appear, 

I'he poets tag them, we for fafhion wear. 

I too tranfported by the mode offend, 

And whiiC I meant to praife thee muft commend.* 
Thy verfc created like thy,theme fublime, 

In number, weight, and meafure, needs not rhyme. 

11 

Andrew Marvel. 


* See note in Lifi, p. evii. 



«‘THE VERSE.” 


“ ^^HE meafure is Englifh heroic Vorie, wdth- 
J- out Rime, as that of Homer in Greek, and 
of Virgil in Latin ; Rirne being no fteceifary Ad- 
jundt or true Ornament of Poem or good Verfe, 
in longer Works efpecially, but the Invention of 
a barbarous Age, to*fet off wretched matter and 
lame Mecter; grac’t indeed lined by the ufe of 
fome famous modern Poets, carried away by Cuf- 
tom, but much to thir own vexation, hindrance, ’ 
and conftraint,'to exprefs many things otherwife, 
and for the moll part worfe then elfe they would 
have expreft them. Not without caufe, there¬ 
fore, fome both Italian and Spanilh Poets of prime 
note, have rejedled Rime both in longer and lliorter 
Works, as have alfo, long lince, our bell Englilh 
Tragedies, as a thing of itfelf, to all judicious eares, 
triveal and of no true mufical delight ;• which con- 
fifts only in apt Numbers, fit quantity of Syllables, 
and the fenfe varioufly drawnout f rom one verfe 
into another, not in the jingling found of like end¬ 
ings, a fault avoyded by the learned Ancients both 
in Poetry and all good Oratory. ^This negledl 
then of Rime, fo little is to be taken for a defedt, 
though it may feem fo perhaps to vulgar readers, 
that it rather is to be elleem’d an example fet, the 
firft in Englilh, of ancient liberty recover’d to 
Heroic Poem from the troublefom and modern 
bondage of Rimeing.” 




The Life of Milto 

By John Mitford. 


OHN MILTON, magnum et venerabik* 
mmen, the fon of John Milton and Sarah 
Cafton, a woman of incomparable virtue 
and goodnefs, and exemplary for her -libe¬ 
rality to the poor, was born^ in London, 
on the 9th of December, 1608* To ufe his own words 
—“ Londini fum natus, genere honefto, patre viro inte- 
gerrimo, matre probatidima, et elcemofynis per.viciniam 
potiffimum nota.” “ His father was an eminent ferivener, 
and lived at the fign of the Spread Eagle'' (the armorial 

^ Baptized the xx Dec. 1608^ according to theRcgifterof Allhallows, 
Bread Street. Named Jokn^ as his father and grandfather had been 
before him. 

Defwp Sccundiu His mother died on the 3rd of April, 1637, 
as is recorded on her monument in Horton Church, Bucks. Tlie 
houfe where Milton lived in that village was pulled down a few years 
fincc. In the garden of the prefent houfe is an old decayed anple-trcc 
faid to be of the poet? planting. 

^ The houfe wherein he was born, and which ftrangers ufed to vifit 
before the fire, was part of his eftate as long as it flood ” v, TolmiiTs Lip, 
p, 46. On his mother’s family, fee BireVs Life of Milton^ p. ii. The 
family of the Gallons originally derived from Wales, as Philips tells us; 
but Wood aflerts that Ihc w^as of the ancient family of thciBradlhawif, 
and aftlll later account informs us that Ihc wasa Haughton,ofHaughton 
Tower, in Lancafliirc, as appeared by her own arms, &c. Botli Toland 
and Philips date Milton’s birth in 1606, but erroneoufly, for theinferip- 
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enfign of the family) in Bread Street/ He was educated 
at Chrift Church, Oxford, embraced th^ doctrines of the 
reformed church, and in confequence was difinherited by 
his father, who was a bigotec^ papift. The profdfion, 
however, which he chofe was fo fuccefsfiri, as to enable 
,him to give his children.a liberal education / and to 
allow him to pafs his latter years in th% leifure and tran¬ 
quillity of a country life. 

The grandfather of the poet was under-ranger of the 
royal foreft of Shotover, in Oxfordfhire, and his family 
had been long fettled at Milton,*’’ in that neighbourhood/ 
■' They took, however, the unfortunate fide in the civil wars, 
their eftate was fequeftrated, and their rank and opulenpe 
confequently deftroyed. 

Milton’s father was a perfon of a fuperior and accom- 
plilhed mind, and was greatly diftinguilhed for his mufical 
talents; indeed, in this fcience he is faid to have been equal 


tion under his print in the Logic fays that in 1671, he was 63 years of age. 
Milton's armorial bearings were argent, an eagle difplayed with two heads 
gules, legged and beaked fable. A fmall filver feal, with thefe arms, with 
which he was accuftomed to fcal his letters, came into tlie hands of Mr. 
Thomas Payne, Bookfeller, on the death of Fofter, the hun)and of Milton's 
grand-daughter, which was fold to Mr. Thomas Hollis in 1761, who 
left his eftate at the Hyde, near Ingateftone, in Effex, to Thomas Brand, 
Efq,, who took the name of Hollis; the latter left the fame pjoperty to 
the late Dr. Difncy, who was the laft polIeF'^r of the fcal. 

See Gutllim*s Heraldry, p. 210. 

® He died about 1647, and was buried in Cripplegatc Church. See 
T. Warton’s note on ‘‘Carmen ad Patrem,” ner. 66 , p. 523, fecond 
cd. Aubrey fays he read without fpeflacles at 84. 

® There have been fome doubts about the fituation of the village of 

_ ^ f 

Milton. See Life by Newton^ p. i. Sec Todd^s Life, p. 2, and the 
note. Wood's Fajli Oxon, vol. i. art. 262. 

’John and Chriftopher, fons of John Milton, of Holton, of Chrift 
Church, Oxford, as 'tis faid, fon of John Milton, of Holton, near to 
Forfhill, ranger or fubranger of Shotover; his anceftors lived at Milton, 
near to Holton, v. Guillinds Heraldry^ 
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to the very firft muficians of the age.® He faw the early 
promifes of genius in his fon, and encouraged them by a 
careful and liberal education. Milton was at firft placed 
undef the domeftic tuitioij of Thomas Young, a learned 
puritan miniftfir, and native of Eflex; to whom he was 
in after life tnuch attached, and to whom his fourth elegy,, 
and the firft of his* Latin Epiftles* are infcribed. A por¬ 
trait of him, painted in i6i8, by Cornelius Janfen,® 
when only ten years old, ftiows the affedlion of the parents 
for their handfome and accomplilhed child, who even at 
that early age was forming the firft flower of his youthful 
genius; and whofe vernal promife was ripening fall: into 
works of finiflied and exquifite beauty. 

® On a work called A Sixefold Politician ^together with a Sixefold 
Precept of Policy, 1609,” attributed to him, (fee Mr, f, P^ Collier's Poeti¬ 
cal Decameron^voViuip. 305,)Philips lays, 'That as I have been told, and 
I take it by our author himfelf, that his father compofed an II Domine 
of forty parts, for which he was rewarded with a gold medal and chain 
by a Polifli prince, to whom lie prefented it; and that fomepf his fongs 
arc to be feen in old Wbitbf s Set of Airs, be/idcs foinc compofitions of 
his in RavenferofPs Pfalms^ v. p, xli. Milton^s Poetical Works, ed. 
Pickering, 1826. Some beautiful lines in Milton^s Poem ‘ad Patrem* 
allude to his father’s jkill in mufic. 

' Ipfe voicns Pbcehus fc difpertire duobus, 

Altera dona mihi, dedit altera dona parenti, 

, Dividuumque Dcum genitorque puerque tenemus/ 

See Burnefs Hijt, of Mufic, vol. iii. p. 134. In a little book which I 
poflefs, the Pfalms, by W. Slayter, i2mo. 1643, onet>f the tunes is by 
J. Milton. Sec alfo Dodd's Milton, vol. i. p. 4, and vi. p. 337, and 
Aubrey Letters, vol. ii. p. 439, and punter on Sbakefpeare's Tempeft, 

P* ^ 

® This pifture was in the polleflion of T. Hollis, Efq., and is engraven 
by Cipriani, in 1760, for Hollis’s Memoirs; it reprefents the youthful 
poet in a richly worked collar, and ftriped jacket. It was purchafed by 
Mr. Hollis for thirty-one guineas at C. Stanhope’s falc, who had bought 
it for twenty guineas of the executors cf Milton’s widow. The piflure 
of Milton, when about twenty, was In the pofleffion of the Right Ho¬ 
nourable Arthur Onflow. 
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Young^“ quitted England in 1623, and It is probable 
that In the fame year, Milton was admitted into St. Paul’s 
School, under the care of Alexander Gill." His unwea¬ 
ried love of ftudy had alread)^ commenced; ‘ Ab anno,’ 

In Mr. Fcllowes’s tranflation of Milton’s Letters sprinted in Dr*, 
^ SymmoTis's edition, 1806, Wl^yis the diredlioi^ of Milton’s Letters 10 
Young tranflated to Thomas Jure? For an account of T. Young, fee 
Todd^s Milton, vol. vi. p. 199, 207. Young returiivH to England in 
or before the year 1628; he was afterwards niafter of Jclus C^I. Camb. 
and Vicar of Stow Market, in Suffolk. Milton, in his fourth Elegy, vcr. 
83, fays to him : ' 

^ Te tamen interea belli circumfonat horror, 

Vivis et igtioto Joins inopfqtte folo.’ 

See an account of Al. Gill, in JVood^s Jtl\ Oxon. vol. ii. p. ^2, 
and T, Wartorfs Milton, p. 419. He died Nov. 17, 1635, and is not 
to be confufed witlt the fon ot the fame name, who fuccccucd him in 
1635, and was expelled in 1640, having for five years difgraccd tlie 
fchool by his cruelty and crimes; he had been uflicr to liis father. 

He was/* fays Gifford, “ a bad poet and a worfe man.’’ v. i>, JonJoids 
Works, vol, vi. p- 123, and D^I/rnelPs Comm, on Charles the Firjl, 
vol. ii. p.s*330. A. Wood lays chat A. Gill was fined 2000/. lor 
drinking Felton's health. I poffcfs a copy olGilPs Parcrga,Jive Pociici 
Conatus, i2mo. 1632, that belonged to If, Cafaubon. A. Gill the 
younger mull have been a decided royaliil, for he has feveral poems ad** 
drchl’d to the royal family, and to the bilhops. He lias an cpilHe, as 
Milton has, to his Father, p. 14. There is a line refembling one in 
Milton’s verfes to Chriitina, Chriftina, Arlfoi lucida llclla poli! ’) 

‘ Penc fub arftoi fidere regna poli! ’ 

In Milton's third Elegy, vcr. 9, are thefc li.ics, which puzzled ihccoin- 
nicntators till Sir D. Dalrymplc explained them to T. Warton: 

‘Tunc memini clarique ducis, fratrifcj^ic verendi 
intempeflivis offa cremata rogis,’ 

In his Tillii Epitaphium, p. 91, Gill mentions who thefe brothers in 
arms were: * 

‘ Quern nec Mansfeltus, queni nec Brunonius hcros 
Arma nec annorum quern domucre decern; ’ 

i. c. Mansfelt and the Duke of Brunfwick. Gill fpeaks of himfclf in the 
Preface; ^Haftenus vitam egi nefeio qua fiderum inclemcntia, hominum 
ct fortuna: injuriis perpetuo colludlanlem.’ 
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he fays, ‘ actatis duodecimo vix unquam ante mediam noc- 
tem a lucubrationjbus cubitum dlfcederemand Aubrey 
adds, ‘ that when Milton went to fchool, he ftudied very 
hard,*and fate up very late, commonly till twelve or one 
o’clock, and hft father ordered the maid to fit up for him.’ 
In a letter'to his preceptor, dated March 26, 1625, he^ 
fays—‘ Hncc feripfi Londini inter urbana diverticula, non 
libris^ ut Joleo^ circumfeptus.’’ 

I'hus early and deep were laid the foundation of 
his future fame. His ftudies were in a great meafure 
poetical. Humphrey Lowndes, the printer, who lived 
in the fame ftreet with Milton’s father, fupplied him with 
Spenfer and Sylveftcr’s tranflation of Du Bartas: his 
admiration of the former is known to all; the attention 
which he paid to the more obfeure, and now almofi: for¬ 
gotten poet, was pointed out more fully than before, by 
my late ingenious friend Mr. Charles Dunfirer, in a little 
work which he called Milton’s Early Reading, or the 
• Prima Stamina of Paradife Lofl:.‘^ 

» 

Aubrey fays, Milton was a poet when only ten years 
old. Thofe who are intcrclted in watching the early 
dawning of gening as it opens on the youthful mind; and 
in comparing the different periods in which great talents 
have dif].ilayed both the promife, and thediredionof their 


That Milton read and borrowed from Sylvciler in his Ciir/y psems, 
no one who reads Mr, Dunfler’s book can reafonably doubt. Sylvdter 
had the jewels, and Milton fet them beautifully. Sec wliac Mr, Campbell 
fays on Milton’s obligations to Sylvdter, in his Specimens of the Britijh 
Poeis^ vol. i. p. 182, &c. Du Bartas’s fame is now in full bloflbm in Ger¬ 
many, and has received the praife of Goethe himfelf. He is confidered 
at Drcfdcn and a: Weimar as one of thegrcatell poets that ever appeared, 
and fo once he was eftecined in England—'‘Who is there,” fays Mr, 
Wordfworth, that can now endure to read the Creation of Du Bartas^ 
yet all Europe once refounded with his praife; he wascareffed by Kings, 
and when his Poems were tranflated into our language, the Fairy ^een 
faded before it.” 
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future power; will not be difpleafed at my recalling to 
their memory the paflage in that elegant biography of 
Cowley, which Sprat addrelTed to their mutual friend 
Martin Clifford, and in which he mentions the age when 
Cowley firft became infpired by the mufe,*-and the book 
that excited his youthful imagination. There is a fingu- 
Jar coincidence between* thofe two great contemporaries, 
in the dates affigned by their refpedive biographers. 

* Vix dum decennis* fays Sprat, ‘ Poeta fadlus eft.’ We 
fhall be lefs furprifed to hear that Spenfer was alike the 
objedl of their early admiration, ^ legendo Spenfero noftro, 

! Scriptore fane illuftri, et vel adultis difficili.’ Happy had it 
been for Cowley’s fame, had he not early wandered away 
from the inftrudlor of his youth; and left for Epic, and 
Pindaric flights, that which even now delights, and muft 
for ever pleafe, his moral fong, the voice of nature and of 
truth, the language of the heart. 

In 1623 Milton produced his tranflations of the 114th 
and i36thPfalmsintoEnglifliverfe andin hisfeventeenth 
yeaP^ he was fent from St. Paul’s fchool, and admitted a 
penfioner at Chrift’s College, Cambridge, on the 12th 


Birch has given the dates ofthc appearance of Milton'searlieft poems: 

1623. Pfalms, 

1624. Latin Ode on the Death of the Vice-Chancellor of the Uni- 

verfity. 

1627. The 7th of Latin Elegies. 

1628. Printed his Philofophical Verfes. 

1629. On the Morning of Chrill’s Nativity. ^ 

1630. On Shakei^arc. 

The earlicft printed writing ofMilton, 1^32, fays Mr. Hunter, are the 
lines on Shakefpeare. See Notes on Sbake/peare^ip. 336. On tl!efelines 
fee IJurd*s Cew/ey, i. 168 : Milton, in his younger days, fell into this 
delulion, afFefling harih numbers, and uncouth exprei&on. See his Poem 
on Shakeipdare; but the vigour of his genius or perhaps his courfe of Life 
enabled him to break through the fnare—exemplar vitiis imitabilc.** 
Anthony Wood and Toland alTert that he was font to Cambridge 
in his fifteenth year, but crroncoufly. Sec BircFs Life^ p. 3, 
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of February, 1624-5.^^ He was there early diftinguiftied 
for the elegance of his verfification, and his unufual {kill 
in the Latin tongue. A well-known palTage in his firft 
Elegy certainly betrays fome difpleafure which he felt, 
or alludes to fome indignfties which he fufFered from the 
feverity of Collegiate difcipline : this was probably occa- 
fioned by the freedom of his cenfures on the eftablilhed’ 
fyftem of education,and his reludance to conform to it. 
In his Reafon of Church Government, he fays, * their 
hone{l and ingenuous natures coming to the Univerlities 
to ftore themfelves with good and fol?d learning, and there 
unfortunately fed with nothing elfe but the fcragged , 
and thorny ledures of monkilh and miferable fophiftry, 
were fent home again with fuch a fcholaftical bur in their 
throats, as hath flopped and hindered all true and gene¬ 
rous philofophy from entering ; cracked their voices for 
ever with metaphyfical gargarifms, and hath made them 
admire a fort of formal outfide men prelatically addicted. 


*5 He was admitted Penfionarius minor, under Mr, William Chappell, 
afterwards provoft of Trinity College, Dublin, and Dean of Cafhcl, and 
at lall bifliop of Cork and Rofs, to whom, among others, the celebrated 
treatife of the Whole Duty of Man has been imputed. See Birch's LifCy 
p. III. Henry More calls Chappell a learned, vigilant, fkilful, pious, 
and prudent T^utory v. Biog, Britannicay notCy Lightfoot, Milton took 
his firll degree in Jan. 1628-9, Mailer of Arts, in 1632. 

See Simmons's Bref. to LifCy p. 5—/• He was transferred from Mr. 
Chappell (though contrary to the rules of the college), to Mr. Tovcll 
(Tovey), v. Aubrey Lett, iii, p. 445. He was admitted A.M. at Oxford, 
in 1635, V. Wood's i. p- 262. 

The author of * A modcll confutation againft a flandcrous and feurri- 
lous libel* firft charged him with being vomited out of the univerfity^ 
after having fpent there an inordinate and riotous youth; and the author 
of ‘ Regii Sanguinis Clatnory repeated the calumny, ' Aiunt homincm 
Cantabrigicnfi academia ob flagitia pulfum, dedecus,et patriam fugifleet 
in Italiam commigrallc.* ‘The former trad/ Milton fays In his Apo¬ 
logy for Smedlymnuus, * was reported to be written by thefonof Biihop 
Hall/ 
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whofe unchaftened and over wrought minds never yet ini¬ 
tiated or fubdued under the true lore of religion or moral 
virtue, which two are the beft and greateft points of learn¬ 
ing : but either flightly trained up in a kind of hypocriti¬ 
cal and hackney courfe of literature to get their living by, 
and dazzle the ignorant, or clfe fondly over ftudied in 
ufelefs controverfies, excfept thofe which they ufe, with all 
the fpacious and delufive fubtlety they are able, to defend 
their prelatical Sparta.’—And in his Apology for Smec- 
tymnuus, he fays—‘ That fuburb wlierein I dwell fhall be 
in my accounts a more honourable place than his Uni- 
t verfity; which as in the time of her better health, and 
mine own younger judgment, I never greatly admired, fo 
now much lefs;”'—and in his third letter to his friend 
and tutor Alexander Gill, he exprefles the fame opinion, 
concerning the fuperficial and fmattering learning of the 
Univerfity, and of the manner in which the clergy engage 
with raw and untutored judgments in the ftudy of theo- 
logy, patching together a fermon with pilfered fcraps, 
without any acquaintance with criticifm or philofophy; 
again, in his Animadvcrfions on the Remonftrant’s De¬ 
fence, he fays,—“ What Ihould I tell you how the uni- 
verfities that men look fhould be the fountains of learning 
and knowledge, have been poifoned and choked under 
your governance ? ” 


See his traflatc on Education, where he fpeaks againft the pre- 
poderous cxa£lion of compofing Themes and Orations, and the ill 
habit they got of wretched barbarizing againd the Greek and Latin 
idioms,—‘ and then having really left grammatical flats and lhallows, to 
be prefented with the mod intelleftual abdraftions of logic and meta- 
phyfics, to be tofled and turmoiled in the fathomlefs deeps of contro- 
ver/y, to be deluded with ragged notions and brabblcmcnts, to be dragged 
to an alining feafl of fow-thiflies and brambles.’—With thele opinions, 
■when called upon by the college for Latin themes on logical and me- 
taphyfical fubjefts (fee his Prolufiones), cannot we eafily conceive the 
rebellion or difeontent, the out-breaks and flalhes of his fiery mind? 
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Milton’s natural genius, cultivated by the care of thofe 
excellent fcholars. who had conduced his education, and 
enriched by his own indefatigable ftudy, had doubtlefs 
mad^ great advances in ^hofe branches of knowledge at 
once congenial to his mind, and conducive to its improve¬ 
ment; and he might feel unwilling to be diverted from, 
them, into the barren and unprofitable purfuits, which 
the old fyftem of collegiate education too often required;^* 


The following paifagc in Milton^s Prolii^oncs has been overlooked, 
which throws fome light on the fubjeft of his difeuflion with the col¬ 
lege, and his renewed union, (v, p. 115,) He dilliked fome parts of * 
their ftudies, probably their logical and metaphyfical Thefes (fpecimens 
of which may be feen in Cleaveland" 1 IVorks^ p. 132), andexprell'ed his 
opinion coo freely, or perhaps did not perform the talks that were re¬ 
quired. I feel convinced that the whole ground of offence, fo much 
difputed, is to be found in this point. 

'Turn necmediocritcr me pellexit,et invitavit ad has partes fubcundas 
veftra, vos qui ejufdcm effis mccuin Collegii, in me nuperrime comperta 
facilitas^ cum cnini ante prxtcritos menfesaliquam mulcos oratorio apud 
VOS muncrc perfunflurus cflem, putarcmquc lucubrationes iticas qualef- 
cunque ctiam ingratas propemodum futuras, ct mitiorcs habituras judices 
jEacum ct Mima., quain c vobis fere queinlibet, fane pra:ter opinionem 
incam, practer nicam,^ quid erat fpeculx, non vulgari ficuti ego accepi, 
imo ipfe fenfi, omnium plauju excepta: funt, immo eorum qui hi me alias 
propter Jludiorum diffidin cjfent prorfus infenfo et inimico animo ; genc- 
rofum utique fiinultatis cxerccndie genus, ct regio pedtorenonindignum ; 
fiquidem Cum ipfa amicitia plerumquc multa inculpate f'^da dccorqucre 
folcat, tunc profeilo acris et infejla inimicitia errata forfitan multa., et 
baud pnuca fine dubio indiferie dilla, leniter et clementius quam tneum 
erat meritum interpretari non gravabatur. Jam feme! unico hoc ex- 
emplo vel ipfa demens’ira mentis compos fuifle videbatur, et hoc fafto 
furoris infamiam abluifle. At vero fummoperc oblcflor, ct rairum in 
modum voluptate perfundor, cum vidcam tantd dofiijfimorum hominum 
frequentia circumfufum me^ et undique ftipatum^ See. Confult alfo on 
this fubjeft Glanville*s Ne plus ultras p. 119, and Arifiotle^ p. 78, and 
*Epifiola objeurorum virorum^ p. 108, ed. I 757 » fcbolafiic 

lludies then in vogue, and the fubtleries of the Dialedlic Art, Knox's 
Life by Macrie^ p. 7. Even fo late as the time of Swift, it is faid in 
his Life, that he pafled his time in reading books of hiftory and poetry. 
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that which he difliked or defpifed, his love of freedom on 
all fubjedls, and in every fituation forbade him to conceal. 
It is probable that he underwent a temporary rullication. 


rnftead of Kecierman, and other old trcatifes on logic, a branch of 
learning then in highcftimation, and held eflcntidily nccclTary for taking 
a degree. See alfo Prof. Powell’s remarks on this fnhjeil in his Natural 
Philofopbjy p. 108; on the ftridures pafled on the CTniverficies of 
Europe in early times, and which were not much better in later; but 
he adds, in regard to 0,'^ford, the fchoiajlic forms were in a great 
mcafure broken up under the reign of Cromwell, but the old lyflcm 
4 was rc-eftablifhed with the return of the Stuarts, p* 264. 

It is curious that more than a century fubfequent, we find another 
eminent fcholar, almoll repeating the fame complaints on the continued 
cxiftcnce of the fame fyftem, keeping fo far behind the advanced fpirit 
of the age. 

Sir W. Jones’s aflive imagination had anticipated the forms and 
regulations of the Vniverjity rather incorre£lly; and the facilities pro¬ 
vided them for learning did not coincide with his firfi hafiy expedations. 
He had calculated on a Sumner or an Afkew in every Matter of Arts, and 
on an order'of literature in the ftudents generally equal to his own. But 
his difappointment was not entirely owing to extravagant expeftations. 
The Public Lefturcs were really below the ftandard of his attainments, 
and in h&. were confidered as merely formal. complained^ that 
inttead of having his unde^ttanding interetted by a fyftematic exhibition 
of the principles of elegant arts and ufeful knowledge, he was compelled 
to.hear dull comment on artificial Ethics and Logic, exprefled in fuch 
barbarous Latin, that he profeiTed to recognife in it no more meaning 
than in Arabic, of which he had but juft tou bed the furface. The only 
logic then in fafhion was that of the fchools. An anecdote is preferved 
in one of Jones’s Memorandums of a Fellow of a College, who, while he 
aflitted to read Locke with his pupils, carefully riQ>prefied every palTagc 
in which that great metaphyfician ^derides the fcholaftic logic." v. Life 
prefixed to Poems, p, 27. On the fubjeft, ‘‘That from the^Unlver^ 
fuies and the Church in any country, no improvement in philofophy can 
be expefled,” fee Hallam*s Hiji. of Literature, vol. iii. p. 138. In the 
Memoir of Barrow, prefixed to Hugheses edition, is a Ikctch of ftudics 
purfued at Cantab, from the 12th to the 17th century. No alteration 
in the ftatuces as far as related to ftudy was made after the time of Henry 
the Eighth or Edward the Sixth. See do. vol. iv. p. no. 
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This however is certain,—that all mifunderftanding was 
removed, and that he foon acquired the kindnefs and 
refpedt of the fociety with which lie lived: he fays,—** It 
hath'given me an apt occalion to acknowledge publicly 
with all grateful mind tfiat more than ordinary favour 
and relpedt, which I found above any of my equals at the, 
hands of thefe courteous and leaVned men, the fellows of 
the college wherein I (pent fome years; who, at my 
parting, after I had taken two degrees, as the manner Is 
fignified many ways, how much better it would content 
them, if I would ftay, as by many letters full of kindnefs, 
and loving relpedt, both before that time and long after, * 
I, was aflured of their lingular good affedion towards 
meand in another place he fpeaks of himfelf as 

* Procul omni ilaghio^ bonis omnibus probatus.’ 

In 1628 he wrote fome lines on the fubjedt, * Naturam 
non pati fenium,’ as an Academical exercife, to oblige one 
of the fellows of the college; and T. Warton fays of it, 

* that it is replete with fanciful and ingenious allulions, it 
has allb a vigour of expreflion, a dignity of fentiment, and 
elevation of thought rarely found in very young writers/ 
This praife is juft: but its Latinity is not fo flowing, 
or elegant, as that of his later poems. To this ac¬ 
count, as the fubjedt is of much intereft, I now add 
the refult of a fuller inquiry which I fubfequently gave 
to it:— 

“ The firft polpt in Milton’s life, which has been the 
fubjedt of debate, is his fuppofed quarrel with the autho¬ 
rities of his college at Cambridge, and the ignominious 
confequences conjedlured to have refulted from it. I 
think, however, that the conclufions which Johnfon firft 
invidioufly advanced, have been rejedted; and that the 
truth has been gradually brought to light. To any 
offences againft College difcipline, connedted with laxity 
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of moral condudb, it would be unjuft, indeed abfurd, to 
look; and it would ftiow a total ignorance of Milton’s 
charadler—in all that refpefts purity of life, confiftent 
from youth to age.’^ Certainly he entered the academic 
bowers, rich in every youthful and virtuous accomplifh- 
jnent, nurfed by his parents and preceptors in all pure 
and lofty contemplations^ and filled with* the moft honour¬ 
able ambition. He had been educated under two perfons, 
both of found and elegant literature, and one of them of 
poetical talent; frorn them he had imbibed an early and 
corredl tafte for the beauties of ancient literature; and his 
«progrefs in fuch ftudies had already marked the conftancy 
of his application, and the congeniality of his mind- 
Aubrey fays he ftudied very hard in fchool; and his tafte 
and knowledge were at that time more than ufually per- 
feded. When he entered at Cambridge, he found a 
very different fyftem of education purfued. The old 
fcholaftic ftudies of the Church were ftill in vogue; the 
antiquated logic and barren metaphyfics of the fchool- 
men, employed the attention of the ftudents; and Milton, 
no doubt either neglefted to perform fuch ungrateful talks, 
or added fuch expoftulation to his refufij, as was refented 
by his fuperiors. Of this 1 feel quite certain, that this 
was the point of his offence, and this was all; for in a very 
ftiort time he not only regained the favour of his tutors, 
but flood high in their eftimation. In one paflage quoted 


See Coleridge''s Literitry Remains,'io\. i. p. i68, Ledlure x. “ There 
are foine perfons (obferves a divine, a contemporary of Milton) of whom 
the grace of God takes early hold, and the good fpirit inhabiting them 
carries them on in an even conftancy through innocency into virtue, &c. 
Their Chriftianity bearing equal date with their manhood, and rcafon 
and religion, like warp and woof, running together, make up one web of 
a wife and exemplary life,” &c. This beautiful paftage, Mr. Coleridge 
juftly applies to Milton. 
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in the Aldine Edition of Milton^ he diredly mentions 
the caufe of his difgrace, and of its removal;—* Omnium 
plaufu exceptas funt inimicorum qui in me alias propter 
Jludibrum diffidia^ eflent pforfus infenfo et inimico animo.’ 
This is fureljf, in the abfence of any evidence of irregular 
condudt, or of any other caufe, conclufive as to the point 
but as fome of ouf readers may be fo fortunate as not to be 
familiar with thole ‘ brabblements,’ and have never mum¬ 
bled the ‘ fowthiftles’ which grew In the fields of Cam; 
it will be as well to inform themof.what kind they were 
in the days of our Bard, which occupied the thoughts 
of the ftudents,*® who now imbibe, from the fame foun- ' 
t^in, then fb tainted and dry, the pure and living ftreams 
of found knowledge, whether filled with the philofophy 
of Whewell, the eloquence of Sedgwick, or the learning 
of Thirlwall. 

“Some few years fubfequent to Milton’s refidence, the 
biographer of a brother poet, who had been appointed 
tutor of Peterhoufe about 1640, writes thus: / Though 
he found himfelf tied down by the pra( 5 lice of the fchools, 
to the drudgery of teaching his pupils the tedious and heavy 
Jyftem of Duns SIfotus, and AverroeSy and the reft of the 
fiibtle philolbphers of that date, yet by the pertinent re¬ 
flexions he ufed, and the art of difentangling their minds 
from the perplexities of that metaphyfica! jargon, and 
leading them to the fubftantial knowledge of the duties 
of religion, humanity,’ &:c.^‘ Now, fome of thefe College 


It is curious to find, more than a century after, the fifterVniverfity 
attackecj for prefenting thefe fame dry bones of an exhaufted logic to the 
ftudents, in the place of wholefomc nutriment; fo flow do great bodies 
move in the march of improvement. See Amhurjl's Terra Filius, p. 5 
et paflim. 

See Life of Dr. Jofepb Beaumint, p. xi. 4to., the author of Pfehe, 
&c. Cleaveland's Works,-p. 132. See alfo Burigny, Vie d’Erafme, 
vol. i. p. 14, and the Preface to Du Cange's Glo£'arium,o.vA thcDif- 
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difputationSj * thefe frivolous fubtletles and barren difpu- 
tations/ are before us, and while we contemplate their 
grim and hungry afpefts, we cannot wonder at Milton’s 
reludtance to leave his delightful purfuits, and quit the 
poetry and philofophy of Greece for fuch dry and unin- 
.viting difquifitions. At this time he was compofing fome 
of the moft beautiful and finifhed of'his Latin poems: 
he had written in his native language with elegance, and 
the Allegro and Penferofo appeared Ibortly after. Here 
they are! the favourite themes of the tutors of Corpus 
and Chrift’s. * Angeli cognofcunt Singularia. Ignorato 
' motu, tollitur cognitio Materias. Intelledtus eft nobilior 
Voluntate. VifiofitperreceptionemSpecierum.’ Such are 
fome of the titles. The themes themfelves are too Jong 
to give, and but little amufement they would alFord to 
thofe not breeding up for Seraphic dodors; but thus one 
began: ‘ En in fronte difficultatem! quo ruo nefcius ? 
Egone ut Alexandrum huic nodo me prasbeam ? Nihil 
minus, fed quod faciunt Pueruli nempe irritis magis an 
ridiculis dicam conatibus, tortilem virgulam in obturan- 
tem ferunt molem, ut in quicquid eft duriufculi, quod 
pedes turbat,’ &c. We may fairly prefume, knowing as 
we now do the original caufe of difpute, and the fubfc- 
quent and fpeedy reconciliation, that thefe uncongenial 
and ufelefs exercifes were not rigidly required of the 
youthful poet; that his talents and acquirements were 
refpefted; for H. More fays, that Milton’s tutor was 

ferration prefixed to Rob. Stephenses LMin Tbe/aufusy for an account 
of the barbarous authors^ and method of education^ which then pre¬ 
vailed, Milton’s own fyfiem of education bears great fimilaricy to 
that of Erafmusj as given in his TraSatus de Educatione Puerorum^ and 
jpighc have been formed from it; and both are, under necefiary modifi*- 
caiions, the foundation of the prefent fyfiem, and the commencement of 
it in the fchools of Europe. 
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learned, vigilant, fkilful, pious, and prudent. Milton 
fays, * that the fellows of his college wiftied him to 
remain among them, and that he was “procul omni 
flagifio^ bonis omnibus jjrobatus.” ’ There is a poem 
of Milton’s Which will throw light on this fubjedt. He 
had to perform a vacation exercije; it was, as ufual, a. 
metaphyfical one—Ens is reprefented as father of the 
Predicaments, his Ten Sons, whereof the eldeft Hood for 
Suhfiance with his Canons, which Ens thus fpeaking ex¬ 
plains. ^antity and ^ality fpak^ in profe, then Rela¬ 
tion was called by his name.—Now from thefedry bones 
what unwonted-fires fprang up! Muft not'the tutors of * 
his college have been gratified, in witnefling their now 
obedient pupil, not only performing his allotted though 
ungrateful talk, but creating a foul under the ribs of 
Death; and over this chopped logic, fprinkling the 
faireft waters of the Pierian fpring.'^ Such an exercife as 
this, thus performed, muft have charmed away all pre¬ 
vious mifunderftanding; and often as ‘ Relation had been 
called by his name'—in the fchools, we may be afllired 
he never before anfwered in fuch a noble invocation, and 
fuch ftrains of majeftic eloquence, as 

Rivers artfe!—whether thou be the fon 
Of utmofl: Tweed, or Oufc, or gulphie Don, 

,Or Trent, who like fomc earthborn giant fpreads 
His thirty arms along the indented meads, &c. 

“ A youth of nineteen, who could write fuch lines as 

‘ How he before the Thunderous throne doth lie, 

* Liftening to what unftiorn Apollo fings 

To th* touch of golden wires/ 


^ ** It were to be dclired, that in our Univerfities, Ariftotle's Ana¬ 
lytics, Topics, Phyficks and Mctaphyfics, be fuppreft, not only as vain, 
but difpofing to Contention and Dilcord.” Sec Roger Cokers Detec- 
tiorfy p. 665. See alfop. 22, which pafTages ftiow the prevailing ftudies 
of Che time. 
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could not but be in the higheft eftimation in the Mufe’s 
feat. 

“ This is the view of the fubjec 5 t which the editor of 
the former Aldine edition firft took, which Sir Eg'erton 
Brydges fupports, and from which Mr. St. John does 
. not dilfent. Whether to ufe Miftrels Powell’s expref- 
lion, Milton’s choleric temper exprelTed itfelf thus early; 
or whether he brought to the precincts of the parent 
church any partial prejudices imbibed from his tutor 
^ Young,’ and exprqlTed them with his ufual energy and 
warmth ; certainly the verfes in which he alludes to the 
' fubjetft, appear to point rather to his Jiudies than to his 
condudtj as the caufe of offence—‘ Ceteraque ingenio npn 
fubeunda meo.’ ” 

As a removal of all doubt on this fubjedt is important, 
meeting us as the charge does on the authority of a 
great name, I fhall here tranfcribe fbme further notice 
of it made by me, fubfequent to the publication of the 
life of IVJilton, prefixed to the firft Aldine edition of his 
poems. 

Milton was defigned by his parents for the profeflion 
of the church ; but during his refidence,at the Univerfity, 
he changed his intention.*'^ Dr. Newton confiders that 
he had conceived early prejudices again ft the dodlrine and 
difeipline of the church ; but johnfon feems to think that 
his objeftions lay not fo much againft fubfeription to 
the articles, but related to canonical obedience. His own 
account is as follows “ By the intenpons of my parents 
and friends I was deftin’d of a child, and in mine own 
refolutions, to the fervice of the church, till combing to 


See his Letter to a Friend in Birch's Life, p. vi., printed from 
Trinity MSS. 

^ See Reafon of Church Government urged againjl Prelacy. Proje 
Works, vol. i. p. 150. 
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fome maturity of yeers, and perceaving what tyranny had 
invaded the church, that he who would take orders muft 
fubfcribe Slave, and take an oath withall, which, unlefle 
he todk with a confcience jhat would retch, he muft either 
ftrait perjure,'or fplit his faith: I thought it better to 
preferre a blamelefle filence before the facred office of* 
fpeaking bought *and begun with fervitude and for- 
fw earing.” “ 

In whatever line his objedions lay, his youthful deci- 
fions feem to have been but little^ controlled by the 
exercife of parental authority; for in the beautiful lines 
which he addrefles to his father, in the Latin language, 
h^ fays, 

*-- Nequc enim, Pater, ire jubcbas 

Qua via lata patec, qua pronior area lucri, 

Ccrtaque condendi fulget fpcs aurea nummi ; 

Nec rapia ad leges, male cuAoditaque gentis 
Juraj nec infulils daninas clamoribus aures. 

Sed magis excultam cupicns ditefcere mcntem. 

Me procul urbano ftrepitu, fcccffibus altis • 

Abduflum, Aoniac jucunda per otia rip:^, 

Phoebzco lateri comitem iinis ire bcatum/ 

In 1632 he left the Univerfity, and retired to his 
father’s houfe at Horton/® in Buckinghamftiire, making 


On hi% intention of goi^g into the Law. See Hunter on Shake- 
Jpeare^p. 337. 

^ This houfe at Horton was pulled down about fourteen years ago. 
See Simmonses Life^ *810. Milton’s father had fome country, 

houfe bcfidcs this, nearer to London, of which have had no notice. 
Milton’s letter to a A. Gill is dated 'E noftro Suburbano/ Dec. 4, 
1634 And fee his Elegy i. ver. 50, 

t 

* Nos quoque lucus habet vicina condrus uimo 
Atque fttburbani nobilis umbra loci; * 

and in Prolufiones (p. 136) he fays, ‘ Teftor ipfe lucos, ct flumina, et 
diUflas villarum ulmos, fub quibus arfcate proxime prsetcrita (il Dearuna 
arcana eloqui liceat), fummam cum Mufes gratiam habuilTe me jucunda 
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occafional vifits to London to meet his friends, to buy 
books, or to learn fomething new in mathematics or 
mufic. Here he refided five years, pafling his time in 
regular and fevere ftudy; for he is faid to have read over 
all the Greek and Latin writers : Johnfon fays, ‘ that this 
• account muft be received with limitationsbut five years 
well employed would leave few of the ancient authors 
unperufed. I think Wyttenbach has mentioned his having 
read through Athenseus in fourteen days; and Jofeph 
Scaliger has left oi> record the fhort time in which he 
finilhed both the Homeric Poems. What then might 
not Milton’s enthufiaftic purfuit of knowledge, and his 
unwearied induftry perform ? He fays of himfelf at t|)is 
time, 

‘ Et tociim rapiunt, me, mca vita, libri/ 

In this ftudious retirement, and under the Ihelter of his 
paternal roof, it is believed that he wrote his Arcades, Co- 
mus, L’Allegro,‘’Ul Penferofo, andLycidas.^® In the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Horton the Counte/s Dowager of Derby 
refided, and the Arcades was performed by her grand¬ 
children at their feat, called Harefield Place.®® Was ever 


memoria recolo; ubi et ego inter ruraet fcmotos faltusvclut occultoa:vo 
crefccrc mihi potuilTe vifbs furn.* 

^ Dr. Ireland remarks “ a fimllarity between the cadence?, as well as 
3 n the meafurc and folcmnity of thoughts, ^f the Penferofo, and the fpccch 
of Paulo, in MaJ/jnger*s Maid of Honor J' Sec Gifford’s cd. vol. iii. p. 107. 

'Milton was a courtier^ when he wrote the Mafque at Ludlow 
Caftlc, and flill more a courtier when he wrotei the Arcades.’ See C. 
LamVs Elia, vol. ii. p, 138. 

^ Milton was not the only great poet who has celebrated theCountefs 
Dowager of Derby. She was alfo the patronefs of Spenfer, Ifhe Prayer 
Book of this Countcls is the poetry of her times. See Bridges' Life 
of Milton.^ p. 62. For this celebrated Lady, fays Mr. Gifford, alfo appears 
greatly to have delighted in that elegant and fplendid exhibition. Milton 
wrote his Arcades, the fongs of which are a mere cento from our author’s 
Mafques, of which, certainly, it is a very humble imitation, v. Jonfe^s 
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lady on her return to the hall of her anceftors, crowned 
with fuch poetic garlands, or greeted by a welcome fo 
elegant as this ? Some of his letters to Charles Deodati 
give vft interefting particulars of his ftudies and habits of 
life.—‘ You wdl know (he fays) that I am naturally flow 
in writing, and averfe to write. It Is alfo in my favour, 
that your method df ftudy is fuch *as to admit of frequent 
interruptions, in which you vifit your friends, write letters, 
or go abroad, but it is my way to fuffer no impediment, 
no love of eafe, no avocation whateve^, to chill the ardor, 
to break the continuity, or divert the completion of my 
literary purfuits.’ In a fubfequent letter, the honourable 
amjjition of his youthful mind opens itfelf without referve 
to his familiar friend.—‘Hearme,’ he writes, ‘my Deo¬ 
dati, and fuffer me, for a moment, to fpeak without 
blufhing in a more lofty ftrain. Do you afk what I am 
meditating ? by the help of heaven, an immortality of 
fame, but what am I doing ? ■ 7 rTipo(pvu. I am letting my 
wings grow and preparing to fly, but my Peg^fus has 
not yet feathers enough to foar aloft in the fields of air. 

. You fhall likewife have fome information 

refpedling my ftudjes. I went through the perufal of 
the Greek authors to the time when they ceafed to be 
Greeks. I was long employed in unravelling the obfcure 
hiftory of, the Italians under the Lombards, the Franks, 
and Germans, to the time when they received their liberty 
from Rodolphus, King of Germany.’ 

To B. Bonmatthaei he writes of his proficiency in the 
richeft and moft melodious of modern tongues. ‘ I who 
certainly have not merely wetted the tip of my lips in the 


JFerh, V. vii. p. 1 8 . See alfo p. 78 and p. 89. “ The Arcades, with the 
exception of three trifling fongs, is made up of the fpeech of the genius ” 
(in the Barriers.) “ Milton is indebted for fomething more than a hero 
{Favenius) to this beautiful fpeech,” (in the Vifion of Delight), p. 306. 
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ftream of thefe languages, but in proportion to my years, 
have fwallowed the moft copious draughts, can yet fome- 
times retire with avidity and delight to feaft on Dante, 
Petrarch, and many others; nor has Athens itfelf been 
able to confine me to the trahlparent wave of its Iliflus, 
nor ancient Rome to the banks of its Tiber, fo as to 
prevent my vifiting with delight the vlream of the Arno, 
and the hills of Fasfolae.’'^*’ 

The Mafque of Comus^^ was prefented at Ludlow, in 
1634, then the refidence of the Lord Prefident of Wales, 
and was aded by tlie Earl of Bridgewater’s fons,'^“ and 
his young daughter the Lady Alice Egerton. The ftory 


^ Milton feems to have been a folitary exception in the records of 
that day, of an eminent Englifli fcholar, being imbued with a rclilh for 
Italian Letters.” See Pre/cott^s Mifcellanies, p. 532. But fee Mr. Gif¬ 
ford’s Note in his edition oi B. Jonfon^ vol. vi. p. 491. **The Italian 
writers, of whom he {MiUon) probably knew nothing at the time, he is 
fufpcdlcd of copying them from line to line, and from word to word,” 
The «originaI manufeript of Comus is in Trin. Coll. Library; it was 
found among other papers that once belonged to Sir Henry Newton 
Puckering, a benefa6tor to the library, and was printed at London in 
1637, 4to. Oldys fays it was often bound up with the firft edit, of 
Randolphs Poems. Warton fays, * It was with great difficulty and 
reluflance that Milton firft appeared as an author.’ Some account ofSir 
N. Puckering may be read in Wartetds Milton, p. 578, and the original 
various readings to the Lycidas, Comus, and fmaller pocq;is from the 
Manufeript, p. 578 to 590. On a fcv^ variations not noticed by War- 
ton, fee C/aJl Journal, No. xxiii. p. 211. There is one rather curious; 

* While all the ftarry rounds, and arches blue 
Refbund, and echo Hallelu ! ’ *' 

a manufeript copy of Comus is alfo in the Bridgewater library, at Alh- 
ridge (fee Tod/s Comus, p. 165) before it was correfled. 

• ^ Milton loft the fricr\dlhip of the Bridgewater family by his Defen- 
fio. In a copy of it in Lord Stafford’s library, the Earl (who performed 
the part of the firft brother) wrote ‘ Liber igne, autor furca digniffimi.’ 
On this account Lawes* dedication is fuppofed to have been withdrawn 
from the fubfequent editions. See Dodd's Comus, p. 2. 
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is /aid to have been founded on a circumftance that took 
place in the family of the Earl not long before; and 
Milton wrote his Mafque at the requeft of Henry Lawes, 
the celebrated mulician.'® Dr. Johnfon obferves that 
the fidlion is derived from Homer’s Circe, but later in- 
veftigations have difcovered a cloler refemblance in the • 

^ t 

Comus of Erycius Puteanus, and the Old Wives’ Tale of 
George Peele.'^‘ ’ It is one of the moft beautiful and, 
with the exception of a few paflkges, one of the moft 
finifhed poems in our language.'^' « It has the fweetnefs 
of Fletcher, with a richer ftrudure of verfification, more 
foreign idioms, more learned allufions, and a higher 
rtach of fancy. It does not rife into all the wildnefs of 
the romantic fable, only becaufe it is guarded and fubdued 
by a chafte and elegant judgment. Sir Henry Wotton was 


j.'j « reminded of the brotherly love between Milton and H. 

Lawes, fo celebrated in the beautiful Lycidas.” Sec JWr. Ward^s De 
Clijordy V. i. p. 17. 

Sec G, Peelers Works by the Rev. A. Dyce, voK i, p. 204. ed, 
1829. If. Reed lirft direfted attention to this play, then alnioft un¬ 
known. For extraiff^ from Puteanus, fee Todd^s zd. of Comus, p. 57 * 
62. The Comus of Puteanus was republiflied at Oxford in 1634, the 
year in which Milton’s Comus was written. . There is a curious reading 
in the firft edition of Comus not noticed by the Commentator?. Line 
214 lland^ thus in the common editions:— 

‘Thou hovering Angel girt with golden wings/ 

In the firft ed. 'Thou flitting Angel,' &c. 

^ It is to the credil of Milton’s tafte that he has borrowed largely 
from this entertainment {The Pirates')', hi.s obligations to Jonfon arc 
indeed iiceflant. v. Gifford^s Jonfon, vol. vi. p. 491. ‘'The Com¬ 
mentators on Milton, after fpending twenty or thirty pages in conjec¬ 
tures on the origin of Milton’s Comus, without the flighteft reference to 
Jonfon, condefeend in the coiirfe of tlieir fubfequent annotations, to 
obferve that Jonfotfs Mafque of Pfeafure might perhaps afford fome 
hint to Milton. Perhaps it might, and fol fufpefl might fomeothero.” 
Ibid. vol. vii. p. 314. 



xxvi LIFE OF MILTON. 

I 

peculiarly delighted in the lyrical parts, with what he 
quaintly, but not incorreftly, calls—‘ a certain doric deli¬ 
cacy in the fongs and odes.’ And Warburton fpeaks of 
the bright vein of its poetry, intermixed with a foTtnels 
of defcription.’’® T. Warton obferves ‘^that Comus is 
, a fuite of fpeeches not interefting by dilcrimination of 
charadler, not conveying variety of incidents, nor gra¬ 
dually exciting curiofity; but perpetually attrafting 
attention by fublime fentiment, and fanciful imagery of 
the richeft vein, by ^n exuberance of pidurefque defcrip- 
tion, poetical alJufion, and ornamental exprelfion.'® It 
is indeed a beautiful Pageant of Fancy. 


On the fvftein of ^ orthography ’ adopted by Milton in this and his 
other poems, confult Cupel Lofft*s Preface to Par. Lojly ^to. 1792, and 
Todd^s Preface to Comas, p. viii. and Richardfoa^s Life^ p. cxxx, 

® 7 »«MuficaI Echoes prevailed upon the Italian ftage at this period; 
this was probably not unknown to Milton, although he had not then 
vifited Italy; and hence it may be prefumed, the Song of Sweet Echo in 
Comusy §ee WalkcPs Memoir of Tajfoniy p. 229. 

It has been afkcd where an illuftration muft be fought for the cx- 
preffion. vcr. 250, 

‘ At every fall, fmoothing the raven ,doune 
Of darknes till it fniil'd : ’ 


and the entire filencc of the commentators has been remarked. I Hull 
therefore point out the following pallage in Ueywood'^s Mijlrcfe^ 

Aft. iii. fc. 1. But this play of Heywoo '’s was printed fubfcguciuly to 
Comus. 

Psyche. 


‘ Time’s eldeft daughter. Night, mother oi<Eafe, 

Thou gentle nurfe, that with fwcci lullabies 
Care-waking hearts to gentle flumber charm'll! 

Thou fmootb check'd negro. Night, the black eyed Queen, 
That rid’ft about the world on the Joft lacks 
Of downy Ravens Jleeke and fable plumes, 

And from thy chariot filent darhnejfe flings. 

In which, man, beall and bird enveloped. 

Takes their repofe and reft.' 
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In November, 1637, he wrote Lycidas, an elegy occa- 
iloned by the death of a young and very accomplilhed 
perfon, Mr. King, who was the friend of Milton, and a 
great‘favourite at Cambridge. Milton’s Poem was pub- 
lilhed at the •end of a fftiall volume of Elegies, with 
which the Univerfity honoured the memory of their ftu- 
dent. Some of the fongs of Lvcidas I have read, for 

^ He knew 

Himfelf to fing, and build the lofty rhyme ! ’ 

They are, for the moft part, complimentary effufions on 
the birth of the children of Charles the Firft ; but I have 
difcovered nothing that I could extract with advantage.^® 
'Phe beautiful monody of Lycidas fhows an intimate 
acquaintance with the Italian metres, and to one poem, 
the Alcon^® of Balth. Caftiglione, it is more peculiarly in¬ 
debted for fome of its imagery. It difcovers alfo Mil¬ 
ton’s familiarity with our elder poets; and fupported by 
the authority of Mantuan in his Bucolics, and his ‘ Maf- 
ter Spenfer,’*^ in fimilar allufions, it has mixed up with 


*'■* Edward King, of Chrift’s Coll. Camb. fon of Sir John King, Se¬ 
cretary for Ireland in the time of Elizabeth, James, and Charles. He 
was drowned on the paffage from Chcfter to Ireland. See Birch's Life, 
p. xvi. for an account of the collcflion in which Milton’s Poems were 
publiflied,. The names of T. Farnaby, U. More,J. Beaumont, Cleave- 
land, W. Hall, and J. Pcarfon are in the lift of contributors. The lliip- 
wreck ol Mr. King took place on the loihof Aug. 1637; it appears that 
he might have cfcaped with fome others in the boat; for an account of 
his poetry, fee Wartou's Milton, p. 39, ibeond ed. 

See Claff. Journal, No. Ixiii. p. 356, by G. N. Ogle. Tranflatcd 
into En^liflt Verfe in the cd. of Caftiglione by Boyer, 410. 1727. 

There is among Spenfer’s Poems a Paftoral aEgloguc on Sir P. 
Sydney’s death, by L. B. which Milton had read when he wrote Lyci¬ 
das. V. Todd's Spenjer, vol. viii. p. 76. Mr. Herbert remarks— 
“ Many blank lines occur in his Works (Guidi), as in the Lycidas of 
Milton.” V, Mr. W. Herbert's Works, yQ\.\\.-p. \o. “TheLycidas 
and S. Agoniftes of Milton has rhyme in a fcattertd irregular manner. 
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its paftoral beauties a ftern, and early avowal of his hofti- 
lity to the church.^ The fliort, but exquifitely beautiful 
poem called ‘ die Arcades,’ was, as I have previoufly 
faid, compofed about this time; Milton wrote only the 
poetical part, the remainder probably confifted of profe 
and machinery. 

* Having completed his circle of ftudy in the retirement 


which is a very pleafing llrufturc for a poem of length; it gives a con¬ 
nexion of parts, with the context artificial return of the ftanza or cou¬ 
plet/* V. Jackfon^s Sour Jges, p. 312. 

^®Mr, Peck thinks that the manner in which Milton has difperfed 
his rhymes in Lycidas, is an attempt, though fecretly^ to give a poetical 
image or draught of the mathematical canon of mufic: he informs tis 
how to make this out, * by drawing a bow line from rhyme to rbyme^ 
he confiders the whole poem as a leflbn of mufic confifting of fuch a 
number of bars. The rhymes arc the fcveral chords in the bar: the 
odd difperfion of the rhymes may be compared to the beautiful way of 
fprinkling the keys of an organ. He fays, Dryden imagined the rhymes 
fell fo, becaufe Miller Milton could not help it. I think they lie fo, 
becaufe Mr. Milton defigned it. v, New Memoirs^ 4to. p. 32. Mr, 
Peck has favoured us with llagc direflions for Paradife Lofl, as—Enter 
Adam, with his arms acrofs. Adam paufes. Thunder and lightning. 
Eve approaches him. Adam kicks at her^ Eve embraces his legs. 
Eve is ready to fiint, &c. He confiders Paradife*Loft as partly formed 
out of Gufman d Alfaracbe, the Spanijh Rogue, Pie fays Mr. Fenton 
was a good judge when he took time to confidcr things, p. 83; he has 
compofed an epitaph for Mr. Milton, out of FaL Maxitnu^^ p. loi. 
He fays, ' His tip, and whifkers (an cflay towards a beard), were of a 
thick, lightilh colour,’ p. 103; that his eyes were black at twenty-fix, 
but blue at fixty. He is fatisfied that Milton could take an organ to 
pieces, and clean it, and put it together without ^elp, p. 111 ; this he 
deduces from Par. Loft, 1. 709 ; he thinks * ducks and nods* in Comus 
a fnecr at the country people. He mentions Eve’s inftituting a religious 
order of young women, who were to continue "irgins, 196 ; he fpeaks 
of Milton’s great intimacy with Mrs. Thomfon, p. 274. He confiders 
King Charles the Firft a very proper perfon for Milton to prefent a poem 
to, by order of the Houfc of Commons, p. 284. The Biography of 
Milton reads very difiercntly through the medium of the laborious Mr. 
Todd, and the lepid Mifter Peck. 
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of the country^ Milton became anxious to enjoy the 
learned fociety and the refined amufements of town. 

‘ Excipit hinc feflum finuoli pompa Theatri.’ He writes 
to Deodati, * I will tell you ferioufly what I defign.—To 
take chambers in one of the inns of court, where I may 
have the benefit of a pleafant and fhady walk, and wherci 
with a few aflbciafes I may enjoy more comfort, when I 
choofe to flay at home, and have a more elegant fociety 
when I choofe to go abroad : in my prefent fituation you 
know in what obfcurity I am buried, and to what incon¬ 
veniences I am expofed.’ His feventh Elegy difcovers 
that thefe fhady^'* and fuburban walks were enlivened by 
fyms that made no light impreflion even on a fcholar’s 
heart. 

Et inodo qua noftri fpatiantur in urbe Quiritcs, 

Et modo villaruni proxima rura placcnt; 

Turba frcqiiens, facicque Jimillima lurba dcarutn 
Splcndida permedias itque rcditquc vias. 

Ha:c ego non fugi fpeftacula grata leverus, 

Impetus et quo me fert juvenilis agor. 

Unam forte aliis fupereminiiiffe notabam, 

Principium noftri lux erat ilia mali. 

Sic Venus optaret mortalibus ipfa videri, 

■ Sic regina deum confpicienda fuit. 

Interca inifero, qu.'e jam mihi fola placcbat 
Ablata eft, oculis non reditura meis, 

Aft ego progredior tacite querebundus, ct excors, 

Et dubius volui fa:pc rclcrrc pedem. 


In the time of Milton^s youth, the fafhionablc places of walking in 
London were Hyde Park, and Gray’s Inn Walks. Sec Warton^s 
tations from Sir A, Cochaine's Poems, p. 470. In liis Prolufiones, p. 
X13, he mentions the pleafures of London ; * Cum ex ea Urbe qux caput 
nrbium eft, hue nuper me reciperem, Academic!, deliciarum omnium, 
quibus is locus fupra modum affluit, ufque ad faginam, propc dixerim, 
fatur, fperabam mihi itcrum aliquando otium illud Litcrarium, quo ego 
vitae gcncrc ctiam ccelcftcs animas gaudeic opinor; eratque penitus in 
animo jam tandem abderc me in Literas, ct jucundiffimae Philofophiae 
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Thefe plans of life were fuddenly changed by his 
mother’s death in 1637/^ (Ihe was buried in Horton 
Church,) and he then .obtained his father’s permiilion to 
go abroad. He left England in 1638, having ppvioufly 
obtained fome diredlions for his travels frt)m Sir Henry 
, Wotton and as a prefiding maxim of prudence, and 
means of fafety, amid ciVil broils, and l^lritual diflenfions, 
he was defired to recolledt the following fentence, which 
that experienced ftatefman had himfelf received from old 
Alberti Scipione at ^ienna, a Roman courtier, who lived 
in times of danger, and had alfo imprefled on other tra¬ 
vellers—‘I penfieri ftretti, ed il vifo fciolto.’*** 

On his arrival at Paris, by the favour of Lord Scucj^- 
more, he was prefented to Grotius, then refiding at the 
French ^court, as ambaflador from the celebrated queen 
of Sweden. Philips fays, * that Grotius took the vifit 
kindly, and gave him entertainment fuitable to his worth, 
and the high commendations he had heard of him.’ 
After a refidence of a few days, he proceeded diredly to 
Nice, and embarked for Genoa,'‘^ from thence he palTed 


perdius et pernox affidcrc, ita femper affolet Laboris et Voluptatis viciffi- 
tudo amoverc faticcatis ta^dium^’ &c, 

"*** Mr. Godwin fays,' There is great confufion among all the biogra¬ 
phers of Milton, refpefting the period of his travels, and tlijs confufion 
originates with Milton himfelf/ See his Lifi hy PhilifSj p. 357. 

See WqUotCs Remains^ p, 342. 

^"Boccha chiufa, occhi aperti.* The wifeft of men, fays, &c. 
V. y. IlaWs EJaySf p. 93. l2mo. 1646. • 

SONNET* 

# 

I 

Rife, Genoa, rife in beauty from the lea. 

Old Doria’s blood is flowing in thy veins! 

Rife, peerleis in thy beauty! what remains 
Of thy old glory is enough for me. 

Flow then, ye emerald waters, bright and free! 

And breathe, ye orange groves, along her plains; 
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through Leghorn and Pifa in his way to Florence. Mil- 
ton had ftudied the language and literature of Italy with 
peculiar diligence and fuccefs; and at Florence he found 
himfelf honourably received by the moft enlightened 
perfons/® as well as by the learned academicians. He 
formed a frlendlhip with Gaddi, Carlo Dati,^® Frefco-» 
baldi, Clementillo, and other ingenious fcholars, whofe 
names are well known in the literary hiftory of the times. 
Dati prefented him with an encomiaftic infeription in 
Latin, and Francini with an Italian«ode. A manufeript 
entitled, * La Tina,’ by Antonio Malatefti,’® was alfo de- 


Ye fountains, iparkle through her marble fanes; 

And hang aloft, thou lich and purple fley, 

Hang up thy gorgeous canopy : thou Sun ! 

Shine on her marble palaces that gleam 
Like filver in thy never-dying beam : 

Think of the years of glory flie has won ; 

She muft not fink before her race is run, 

Nor her long age of conquefl feem a dream, 

Genoti, Aprils \ 6 xz. • ' J. M. 


• ^ • 

^ See his verfes cA his {riend, Giov. Salfilh, vcr. 9. 

•• 

alumnus slip LondinuMilto^ 

•; Diciu^b^fce qut fuutn tmqiiens^ mdum 
• Venit f^ces hall foli ftd gjebsts,* 

- Vifum /iljtrba cojfnh^Ufbcs.fan1a - 
• ‘ ^ ."J^irofque ^oftac^ueTiidcJcm juventutis. 


See alfo htt^fipit.liimonis^ ver. 136*. , . , » , \ 

^^'Quin^noftra fats docugrilnt*nomiita fagos 
^ *^t DiAt et Fratjm^sPerint et vocibus ambo 
Et^ftudiisjnog, •LjJirum fanguinis Ainbo^ 

On^arldDa||| p* 20O1 

4to. Fabroni has writte#^ life *T C. levi. vol. of 

Itahrum^ p. 15—36; wficH he iftentions*, srcnVng others, Milton's tefti" 
mony to Dati’s charaAer. 

^ The full title of this work is 'La Tina, Equivooi Rufticali, di An¬ 
tonio Malatefti, copolli nclla fua Villa di Triano,U Settembre dciranno 
1637. Sonnetti Cinquanta, dcdicatl all* SignSre e Padrone olP"* il 
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dicated to him while he was at Florence, by its author. 
His vifit to the great and injured Galileo muft not pafs 
unnoticed. Moft of <he biographers of Milton have 
alTerted that our poet vifited the philofopher in prifon; 
but the fuperior information of Mr. Walter has proved 
that Galileo was never^ a prifoner in the inquifition at 
Florence, but was confined at Rome, and at Sienna.®^ 
After his liberation he'went to his villa^it Airetii, where 
it is probable that Milton faw him. 

From Florence he pafled to Sienna, afid then to Rome, 
where he rcfide'd two months, experien^iing'the civilities, 
and partaking the holjjitality of thp i^arned and the 
great. ■ X.. Holft^nius, a laborious and 'eminent fcholr*, 
was at tjiat time keeper of the Vatican Library ; he in¬ 
troduced Milton to Cardinal Barberini,'^^ who was ‘ the 

Signore Giovanni Milton nobil’ Ingliilcfe * Thi&Tninulcripc was difco- 
vered by Mn Brand on a book-flail, it was fept as a prelcnt to the 
Academia della Crufea, but cainc back to England, and was fold by 
Evans the au£lionecr,ifi PairMay^‘'See Tod^i P 34 Mr Hollis 
fearched unfuccefsiully the LauifUtiantEibr^ Hx Italian fonnets of 
Milton^ addrelTed to Iws fridnj Clomcntillou^^dradier'ItaW'n and Latin 
compofi^pns, andfoi h j^nia£ble;b^n,idicUipU^^lorcn$^^ Wartordi 
Mdton^ p. 333. HMIii^j^^efndrr^y 

See W'alker^s Afteriqilating a letter 

frotn Gali|po offer no 

apology for to fettle a 

long difputcd*poInc ^fegarJ tb the idKlbnr^jltff Gyko. It flicws 
that he was ohl^ confineH i7^^S^^ci|Bthc WSabIc roofs of 

his'fntfndj ii> Florence* Rdi^e?‘^and‘SraHa, \y^jMetcfJ^own into any 

hehhgmg Yttit Ups ll^edf'thought that 

he was Jhnmg^ah&d^mp^nd gl^om^f^a Miltou VI- 

fited Wi0its /ff pr^^m. It is 

probabte that xMin«B*fch)irfAhiin m lilt |itl# at Arcetri'^ he was then 
thin, and borne down, a8<0ft>ntis'deTedb^1im>, with a^t perlecations, 
^and infirtnitiet, btt^e waf[|«rft^&eftj3ro«n wjpcrronalnfttiAions.” See 
Pnf. Ptmil 9fi Nfitiadl »l^6r "He was net eonfigned 
t» a dungeen, 'bar lo^ell in dt$ nf i^ine of its officers." 

** * Catdinat Bari^nl j ^ Hmotr «f Italian Tra~ 

^ ** 4 
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peculiar guardian or patron of the Englilhand who, 
at a muhcal entertainment, waited for our youthful poet 
at the door, and‘preiented him with relpedt to the com¬ 
pany.® Milton IJieaks of the Cardinal as one ‘ Cujus 
magnae virtuties, re6i:ique*ftudium ad provocandas item 
omnes artes liberales egregie comparatum, Temper mihi 
ob oculos verfatup.’ Salfilli and Selvaggi” praifed him* 
in fome common-place verfes, (yet the bell, I fuppofe, 
which they could give); and wherever he went, admira¬ 
tion and elleem accompanied him. 

From Rome he pafled on to Naples, in company with 
a hermit, to whom he owed his introduftion to Manfo, ^ 
Marquis of Villa, a nobleman of diftinguilhed rank and 
fortune ^^who had fupported a military character with 
high reputation,) of unblemilhed morals, a polite fcholar, 
and known to pofterity as the friend, the patron, and 


gedy, p. 144. Barbeiini was eleAed Pope in 1623. “The cardinal to 
whom Milton was introduced was probably Francifco Barberini, one of 
the nephews of Urban, who was not only a lover of mulic, but like his 
uncle, an admirer and patron of literary merit, and therefore likely to feel 
the attra^ions of fuch talents as Milton was endowed with. AsDoni, 
Telli, and firacciolifli were retainers of the Barberini family, when 
Milton was at Rome, they were probably perfonally known to him. Had 
he therefore kept a detailed account of his travels, it might be expefled 
to throw much light on a brilliant period in fhe literary hiRory of 
modern Italy.” 

It was at the concerts of Barberini, that Milton heard Leonora 
Baroni ling: who with her mother, Adriana of Mantua, was elleemed 
the firfl linger in the^orld. Milton has celebrated her in three Latin 
epigrams. It ]yas the Albion for all ingenious ftrangers who vifited 
Rome to leave forae verlea in her praife. Pietro della Valle who wrote 
'in 1640^ on the Mules of his Time, Ipeaks of the ftneifuf and mofterly 
ftyle in which Leonora touched the Arch lute to her own accompani¬ 
ments, V. Warttj^t MUttn, 

M Malone thinks that IJigrdew Iiw» tm^’MilfoaV pt^nie were 
an enlargement of Selva|^’k^ 49 ffileh. WjW'** toI* 

p. 160. 
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the biographer of Taflb/® To him Milton addrelTed a 
beautiful Latin poem, in which he exprefles a hope, if 
he could find fuch a friend and patron as Manfo, of 
celebrating in verfe the exploits of King Arthur and his 
knights. 

Siquando indigenas revocabo in carmina reges, 

Arturum^MQ. etiam fub terns Bella movcittem; 

Aut dicam inviftae fociali fcedere menfae, 

Magnanimos heroas, ct (O modo fpiritus adiit) 

Frangam Saxonicas Britonum Tub Marte phalanges. 

Dr. Johnfon very juftly fays, that this poem muft have 
raifed a high opinion of Englifh elegance and literature 
among the fcholars of Italy. 

From Naples he intended to vifit Sicily and Greece ; 
but he now heard of the commencement of the quarrel 
between the king and the parliament: and he thought it 
his duty to haften home where his countrymen were con¬ 
tending for their rights, rather than to purfue the enjoy¬ 
ments of more extended travel. * Turpe enim exiftima- 
bam, dum mei cives de libertate dimicarent, me animi 
caula otiofe peregrinari.’ He returned by way of Rome, 
though fome merchants had informed hjm of the enmity 
of the Jefuits on account of his freedom of converfation ; 
and Manfo was withheld from fhowing him fome favours 
by the opinions which Milton had too openly exprefled 


TaiTo mentions Manfo in the twentieth book of his GUrufaL Libe- 
rata, among other princes of Italy:— 

* Fra Cavalierl Magnanitni e corteie 
Reiplende il Manfo.'——— 

^ t * , 

He addrefled to him fire fonneu. Manfo was alfo the patron of Marino; 
' the biographer of,both fheTe iUuftrious poets. Mr. Walker, 

fl^hon at Naples, endeavoured tp difedVeir'the villa where Manfo re¬ 
ceive the vifits of Milton and Tafib. ^ Miin» 1799. App. 
p, xxyu mtf .. 
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on religious quefliions. Sir Henry Wotton’s advice (a 
Delphian Oracle, for fo I have found it ”) though 
negleded, was now feefi to be prudent and wife; but we 
may conceive, that in thofe times it was difficult to with¬ 
hold opinions ^n fubjetfls fo much agitated, affedling the 
temporal interefts of fome, and awakening the fpiritual ^ 
alarm of others. "The fchifm between the churches was 
comparatively freffi; the Church of Rome reluctantly 
beheld a great and growing kingdom refcued from her 
avarice and power.®® In the freedom of opinion, and by 
the difcuffion of rights, Ihe faw her fafety endangered, or 
■ her fplendour diminiffied. She had foftered for her pro¬ 
tection a body of men the moft politic, and deep in 
worldly wilHom, whofe exiftence depended on her prof- 
perity: we fhall.not therefore be furprifed if a young 
and zealous Proteftant, who could not well endure the 
eccleliaftical eftablilhment of his own country, fimple and 
• moderate as it was, Ihould give offence when expreffing 
his feelings in the inmoft bofom of the Papal Church, in 
the verge of the Vatican, and under the very chair of St. 
Peter himfelf. He fays, fpeaking of his conduCt whilft 
in Italy,®^ * I laid Jit down as a rule for myfelf, never to 
begin a converfation on religion in thefe parts, but if in¬ 
terrogated concerning my faith, whatever might be the 
confequence, to diffemble nothing. If any one attacked 
me, I defended in the moft open manner, as before, the 
orthodox faith for nearly two months more, in the city 
even of the fovereign Pontiff,’ 


Dum Cachedrapi vencrande tuam, diademaque triplex 
llldet Hyperboreo gens barbara nata fub axe, 

Dumque pharctrati Ipernunt tua jura Btitanm* 

Miltoni $yh. ^int. Nov. v. 94. 

” See Second Defenee of the People, p, 384, ed. Barnet. 

“ In the Hera Subfeciva, 1620, of Lord Chandos, (or of the Earl 
of Devonfliire’s eldeft fpn), remarks are made on thia fubjcft, p. 206, on 



XXXVl 


LIFE OF MILTON. 


In an album of a Neapolitan nobleman^ Camillo Cer- 
dogni, refiding at Genoa from 1608 to 1640, among 
other infcriptions of Engliftimen as well as foreigners, is 
the following of Milton, written in his own ftrong clear 
hand:— 

“ If virtue feeble were, 

Heaven kfclf would ftoope to'her.” 

Caelum non animum muto dum trans mare curro. 

yan, 10, 1639. Joannes MlUonius, Anglus. 

Prefuming that the diftich from Comus, as well as the 
Latin verfe from Horace, applies to himfelf, and that 
they bear reference to the lame fubjedt, we may fuppofe 
that fubjedl to be his religion which he here affirms to be 
unalterable, and that if it were attacked. Heaven would 
lend its fupport to thofe who defended- it. This auto¬ 
graph is not only an interefting memorial of the Poet, 
but a confirmation of his decifion and refolution in mat¬ 
ters connedled with the religion of the reformed Church, • 
if we have rightly interpreted the intent of the lines. In 
the fame volume is the autograph of Thomas Wentworth, 
afterwards Lord Strafford, both then in the brilliant 
morning of their lives : both purfuing in youthful emula- 


a Difeourfe of Rome. “ I do not thinke it unneceflary to fay fomething 
of the fafety and danger for an Englijhman to travcll thither. ... It is 
true that for fomc Perfons there can be no place in the world fo dan¬ 
gerous for them to come in as this; and they arc fuch, as have been 
noted either to have been Perfecutors of them, violently^ddidled againd 
them, or jueb as have eppofed them by public difputation, or writing in 
manner of controverfie; for that it is certain, if they be found, they ihall 
be either brought into the Inquifition or .orced to be reconciled to their 
Church; and yet I do not think it is impoflible for any of this fort to 
make a voyage thither, and never be furprifed. But then they mud 

neither publifh their purpofe nor time, &c.” “-If a man in his going 

thither, converfe with Italians and difeufs or di/pute his religion, he is 
fare, unlefs he fly, to be complained on, and brought within the Inquili- 
tion,” &c. 
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tion the arts of peace; both wandering in the enchanted 
Land of Song, enriching their minds with all the ancient 
or modern mufe could beftow; one as yet guiltlefs of 
trampling on the liberties pf his afflifted country, and one 
who hadnotthai earned the noble pre-eminence of ftanding 
forth as the unbought champion of her injured rights. 
Perhaps the following paflage may be confidered as a juft 
commentary on the Poetry:—“ In all the places in which 
vice meets with fo little difcouragement, and is protedted 
with fo little Ihame, I never once turned from the path of 
integrity and virtue, and perpetually refleded that though 
my condudl might eftape the notice of men, it could not 
eUide the infpedlion of God.” 

Milton ftayed about two months at Rome, and purfued 
his journey without moleftation to Florence. He then 
vilited Lucca, and fpent a month at Venice. There he 
fhipped for England the colledlion of books and mufic®® 
which he had formed, and travelled to Geneva, which, 
Johnfoii obferves, he probably confidered as the metro¬ 
polis of orthodoxy.” 

At Geneva he became acquainted with John Deodati,®® 
and Frederic Spanheim, the father of the eminently 


As regards Milton’s attention to painting, Mr. Walker fay^; Se¬ 
veral of the immortal works of Guido, Raffaelle, and M. Angelo, may 
be traced in the Paradife Lofty and he inftances 708-719 of the third 
book, taken from Raffaelle in the Vatican, called La Bihlia de Raffaelley. 
V. Mem* of Italian Tragedyy p. 166. But Mr. Coleridge fays, on the 
other hand, “ It is verjf remarkable, that in no part of his writings does 
Milton take any notice of the great painters of Italy, nor indeed of paint¬ 
ing as an art, while every other pa^e breathes his love and talle for mufic. 
Yet in one pallage in P* Loft he has certainly copied the frefco of the 
Creation in the Siftine Chapel at Rome.” v. P* L. vii. 263. v. Table 
Talky vol. ii. p. 83. 

Sec fomc account of this Giov. Deodati, of his preaching at Venice 
in a trooper’s drefi, and converting a Venetian courtefan, in TVarton^s 
Miltony p. 548. He was uncle of' Charles,’ mentioned below, 

d 
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learned fcholar and antiquary, whom Milton fubfequently 
knew. He now pafled through France, and returned 
home after an abfence of fifteen months. Of his habitual 
purity of morals, and fandllty of charader, when abroad, 
he has himfelf informed us in the words I lately quoted. 
' Deum hie rurfus teftem in vocem, me his omnibus in 
locis ubi turn multa licent, ab omni fiagitio ac Probro, 
integrum atque intadum vixifle, illud perpetuo cogitan- 
tem, fi hominum latere oculos poflem, Dei certe non 
pofle.’ 

On his return he heard of the death of Charles Deo- 
dati,“' and he has recorded the affedion which he felt for 
his friend, in the Epitaphium Damonis. 

Nec dum aderat Thyrjts^ paftorem fcilicet ilium 
Dulcis amor mufac Thufea retinebat in urbe. 

Aft ubi mens expleta domum, pecorifque relifti 
Cura vocat, fimul aflueta fcditquc Tub ulmo, 

Turn vero amiffum, turn denique fcniic amicum.®^ 

Some paflages in this poem are borrowed from the Aminta 
of Taflb; a few more lines, alluding to his recent travels, 
I fhall quote. 

Heu qiiis me ignotas traxit vagus crroi»in oras 
Ire per acrcas rupes, nivofam! 

Ecquid crat tanti Romam vidi/Tc fepultam ? 

(Quamvis ilia forct, qualem dum vifcrct olim, 

Tityrus ipfe fuas, ct oves ct rura reliquit;) 


C. Dcodati was a native of England, but of an Italian family, which 
came originally from Lucca; but in its laft genmtion cflablilhcd at Ge¬ 
neva. His father, Theodore, came early in life to England, married a 
lady of family and fortune, and prafliftJ as a phyfician. The fon was 
bred to the fame profeflion, and fettled in Chefliire. See fome further 
account in Todd^s Miltofty vol. vi, p. 173, 360. The two Greek let¬ 
ters of Dcodati, poflefled by Toland, are now in the Britifti Mufcum, 
(MS. Add. No. 5017. f. 71,) and will be found in the Appendix to this 
Memoir. 

V. Ep. Damonisy ver. 12. 
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Ut te tarn dulci poflem carttiiTe {bdale 
PoiTem tot maria aica, tot interponere montcs. 

Tot Tylvas, tot faxa tibi, fluviofque fonantes. 

Ah certe extremum licuiflet tangere dcxtram, 

Et bene^ompofitos pla< 9 ide morientis oceilos, 

Et dixifle ^^vale, noftri mcmor, ibis ad aftra.” 

O ego quantus cram, gelidi cum Aratus ad jirm 
Murmura, populeumque nemus^ qua mollior herba, 

Carpere nunc violas, nunc fummas carperc myrtos, 

Et' potui Lyctda certantem audire Menalcam! 

In thefe verfes®® he repeats his defign of writing an epic 
poem on fome part of the ancient BritiHi hiftorjr. Dr. 
Johnfon has obferved that this ^ poem is written with the 
common but childifh imitation of paftoral life.'®^ As it 
is not however intended deeply to move the fources of our 
fympathy, or to come acrofs a ftrong and recent forrow,®^ 
but to exprefs, as in LycidaSy in a pleafing and gentle 
manner, the poet’s afFedtion and regret; the paftoral 
veil, in imitation of ancient poetry, and of later Italian 
models, is not inelegantly aflumed. Befides, as Warton 
obferves, * the common topics are recommended by a 
novelty of elegant ^xprefllon ; fome paflages wander far 
beyond the bounds of bucolic fong, and are in his own 
original ftyle of the more fublime poetry,’ He might 
Ipeak of its purpofe as he does in his Prolufions (p. ^i)of 
the Province of Hiftory ; ‘ Nunc inquietos animi tumultus 
fedat et componit, nunc delibutum gaudio reddit, mox 

See vcr. i6i—167.* 

As regards the imitation of Paftoral Life, numerous arc the high 
authorities that Mjlcon could give, as Buebanani Sylifte^ Defid. Tortai^ 
Defid. Lutitia^ Danheufit Tbyrfist BucoUca in Qbitum Scaligerl Tbuani^ 
^&c. 

*** * Methinks, faid Sancho, tbe thoughts that give way to verfes are 
not very troublefome. Therefore verfify as much as you lift, and Til 
fleep%% much as I can/ Don ^ixote^ vol, iv. pp. 212. (Shelton's 
Tranfl.) 
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evocat lachrymas, fed mites eas et pacatas, et quae moeftae 
nefcio quid voluptatis fecum afFerant.’ 

Milton’s return to England took place about the time 
of Charles’s fecond expedition againft the Scots, in which 
his forces were defeated by General Lefly, in the month 
of Auguft, 1639, therefore not long before the meet¬ 
ing of the long parliament. In a Bible, once in the pof- 
fellion of Mr. Blackburn, and which is fuppofed to have 
been the companion of Milton’s travels, are fome manu- 
Icript remarks, dated Canterbury, 1639, among which is 
a quotation from i Maccabees xiv. 16: ‘Now when it 
was heard at Rome, and as far as Sparta, that Jonathan 
was dead, they were very lorry.’ 

When that day of death lhall come. 

Then lhall nightly lhades prevaile; 

Soon lhall love and muflck faile ; 

Soone the frelh turfe’s tender blade 
Shall llourilh on my lleeping lhade. 

Of the authenticity of thefe remarks, and of the book 
having been the property of Milton, reafonable doubts 
have been entertained; but I conlider it my duty not to 
pafs over in filence a circumftance whidi has been recorded 
and credited by the moft induftrious and inquilitive among 
the biographers of the Poet.®” 

He now hired a lodging in St. Bride’s Churchyard, 
Fleet-ftreet, at the houfe of one P-uflell, a tailor, and un¬ 
dertook the education of his two nephews, John and 
Edward Philips.”® Finding his rooms inconvenient, and 

See Todd's Life (firft edit.) p. 39, Gent. Mag, July„ Sept. Oft. 
1792, Feb. 1790, March, 1803, p. 190, and Hawkins’s Note in New- 
totds Life, p. ciii. 

In this Bible are two little drawings of a profile, with Milton’s 
name annexed, and one of them inferibed—Myfclf, 1640. 

“ Their mother had married again, therefore Milton might feel it his 
duty to take thcle boys under his care. They lived with him about five 
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not large enough for his books, he foon removed into a 
handfome garden-houfe in Alderfgate-ftreet, free from the 
noife and difturbance of paflengers,** and received fome of 
his friends’ Ions to be inftruded and educated by him. His 
father was ftiW living, the allowance which he received 
was fmall, and he fupplied its deficiencies by a refpedable , 
employment. Thb expenfe of his travels, to which he 
has alluded in one of his tradts, probably rendered it ne- 
ceflary for him to abftain from prefling more deeply on 
the limited refources of his father. * My life,’ he fays, 
‘has not been unexpenfive, in learning and‘voyaging 
about.’ The Aubrey Letters mention that Milton went 
tq the univerfity at his own charges only, but in his Latin 
Epiftle to his father, ver. 77, he fays: 

TttQ pater Qptime fumptu 
Cum mihi Rotnukie patuic facundia linguae, 

Et Lntii veneres, et qua: yozns ora decebant, 


or fix years. Mr. Godwin thinks John Philipses ScarronUes (1664) 
was written in an exceflive fpirit of fpite and malignity againft Milton, 
V. Life of Philips^ p- 148. As long as he Jived he never relaxed in his 
unnatural animofity againfi his uncle, p. 157, Mr. Godwin calls him a 
ftiamclefs unfeeling buffoon, p, 161. Milton made his nephews ibng- 
fters, and fing from the time they were with him. v. Aubrey Let. 3. 
446. In fobn Philips'^s Don ^ixote^ p. 361, there is this paflage, not 
previoufly noticed :—''As for the modern Poets he allows very few of 
them to be worth a ftraw; among the reft he has a particular peek againft 
Du Bartas and Paradife Loft^ which he fays has neither rhyme nor rea- 
fonf See. 

Philips lays, 'Hc^madc no long ftay in his lodgings in St. Bride's 
Churchyard, neceflity of having a place to dilpofc his books in, and other 
goods fit for the furnilhing of a good handfome houfc, haftening him to 
take one; and accordingly a pretty garden-houlc he took in Alderfgate- 
St. at the end of an entry, and therefore the fitter for his turn, by the rca- 
fon of the privacy, befides that there were few Jlreets in London more 
free from noife than that* v. p. lii. Al. Gill, his old tutor, being 
driven from St. Paul's, fet up a private fchool in the fame ftrcct. fFooeTs 
Atb. Ox. ii. 22 
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Grandla magniloquis data vocabula Graih, 

Addere fuajifli quos jaBat Gallia Jlores* 

tt • * * * 

Per te nolle licet, per tc, fi nolTe libebit, &c. 

The fyftem of education Which he adapted was deep 
and comprehenfive, it promifed to teach fcience with lan¬ 
guage ; or rather to make the ftudy of languages fubfer- 
vient to the acquifition of fcientific knowledge. l 5 r. 
Johnfon has feverely cenfured this method of inftrudlion, 
but with arguments that might not unfuccefsfully be met. 
The plan recommended by the authority of Milton feems 
to be chiefly liable to objedion, from being too exten- 
flve; and while it makes authors of all ages contribute to 
the development of fcience; it muft rejedt that careful 
feledtion, which can alone fecure the proper cultivation of 
the tafte. We may alfo reply to Johnfon, that although 
all men are not defigned to be aftronomers, or geometri¬ 
cians : a knowledge of the principles on which the feiences 
are built, and the reafonings by which they are conducted, 
not only forms the moftexadl difeipline which the mind can 
undergo, giving to it comprehenfion and vigour ; but is 
the only folid bafis on which an inveftigation of the laws 
of nature can be conduded, or thofe arts improved that 
tend to the advantage of fociety, and the happinefs of 
mankind. Johnfon fays, we are not placed here to watch 
the growth of plants, or the motion of the ftars, but to 
do good. But good is done in various ways, according to 
opportunities offered, and abilities conferred; a man whole 
natural difpofition,or the circumftancesof whofe education 
lead him to purfue aftronomical difeoveries, or the fublime 
fpeculations of geometry, is emphatically doing good to 
others, as he is extending the boundaries of knowledge, 
and to himfelf, as he is direding the energies of his mind 
to fubjeds of the moft exalted contemplation. 

But if the word ‘ good ’ is reftrided to the performance 
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of charitable adtions, or the fulfilment of moral duties, we 
may alk, what oppofition is there between the pradlice of 
virtue and the purfuit of fcience ? Every man is bound 
by the laws of God, and the defign of his creation to do 
good, for this*purpofe waS he placed here ; but are men 
of fcience therefore unfitted for the performance of their 
civil and religious tluties, are they on account of their en¬ 
largement of mind or their fublime fpeculations lefs vir¬ 
tuous, lefs felf-denying, or lefs benevolent than others? 
Is not their occupation itfelf almoft a fchool of virtue: 
leflbns of civil wifdom, and maxims of prudential condudl 
will be learnt by all, and is not a man eminently doing 
good, who is fubduing the wild powers of nature under 
the dominion of Ikill, diminilhing the extent of human fuf- 
fering, or diffipating ignorance; like Eranklin difarming 
the lightning of its fires, or like Watt binding an element 
of tremendous power into a fafe and commodious form ; 
whofe future effedts on the focial fyftem of the world, 
even the eye of ‘ trembling Hope ’ dares not follow. The 
philofopher whofe difcoveries in fcience can facilitate the 
communication between diftant nations, and carry the arts 
of civilized life iyto the bofom of the defert, may well be 
called the benefadlor of mankind ; and what fatal delu- 
fions may have been expelled by him, who could firft 
calculate with precifion the regularity of the comet’s re¬ 
turn ? The moft abftradl and exalted departments of 
fcience are the foundation of thofe inventions, that are of 
pradlical benefit and vulgar ufe.'" 


Jobnfon's Life of Milton is written with liisufual vigour of thought 
and dcarnefs of exprcffion; it abounds witli nianv juft and ftriking ob- 
iervations; but it is deeply coloured with prejudice, and the reafoningis 
fometitnes fophiftical and incorrcft. I am lupportcd in this opinion by 
Mr. Hawkins; fee Pref. to Newton's Milton, p. 25. cd. 1824. Yet I 
do not approve of the fpirit or manner of Archd. Biackburne’s oblerva- 
tions. 
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To a knowledge of the Greek and Latin writers,” 
Milton added a cultivation of the eaftern languages, the 
Chaldee, Syriack, and Hebrew: he made his pupils “ go 
through the Pentateuch and gain an entrance into the 
Targum ‘ Nor were the beft Italian and French authors 
forgotten. One part of his method, fays Johnfon, deferves 
general imita*tion, he wis careful to inftruft his fcholars in 
religion. Every Sunday was fpent upon theology, of 
which he dictated a Ihort fcheme gathered from the writers 
that were then fafhionabie in the Dutch univerfities.^ The 
Medulla Theologize of William Ames,” a Puritan, and the 
Compendium Theologize of Wollebius, were the books ufed. 
Pearce has obferved, that Fagius was Milton’s favourite 
annotator on the Bible. 

Once in three or four weeks h6 relaxed from his fpare 
diet and hard ftudy, and palled a day of indulgence with 
Ibme young fparks of his acquaintance, the chief of whom, 
his nephew fays, * were Mr. Alphry and Mr. Miller, the 
beaux of thofe times, but nothing near fo bad as thofe 
now-a-days ; with thefe gentlemen he made fo far free 
with his bedy, as now and then to keep a gaudy day.’ 

I am now to pals to that period o^ Milton's life, in 
which he firft engaged in the controverlies of the times; 
and publilhed a Treadle on Reformation, in 1641, in two 
books, againft the Bilhops” and Eftablilhed Church; 

For the Greek and Latin writers read and admired by Milton, fee 
Birches Life of Milton^ p. xxiii. 

Ameses Medulla was a book much resd, a| was also Ttlent 
iagrrta. Sec Life of Dr. Harris in S. darkens Lbues^ p. 314. 1662. 410. 

^ Dr. Symmons coniiders Milton as the leader of the attack agajnft 
the prelates $ his tutor Young had been one of the viAims oT the pri¬ 
mate’s intolerance; and Milton entered in his career, with the blended 
feeling of private and public wrong, v. Life^ p«a26« The fafl was, the 
PariUDs were probably not equal to fuch nwin ftiUlher, Hall, Bramhall, 
and others of the eftabliOied religion in theological learning and know¬ 
ledge of Eccleliallical hiftory, as may be ieen by reading the controverly; 
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* being willing,' he fays, * to help the Puritans who #erc 
inferior to the Prelates in learning ;* in this, his earlieft 
publication in pro(e, he throws out a hint at fometlung 
like his great poem, that might hereafter be expeAed 
from him.^* ‘*Then amidft the hymns and hallelujahs of 
Saints, Jome one may perhaps be heard offering at high 
ftrains, in new an^ lofty meafures to fing, and celebrate 
thy divine mercies, and marvellous judgments in this land 
throughout all ages/ 

In 1641, Hall, Bifhop of Norwich, a learned, witty, 
and eloquent writer, at the requeft of Laud, publifhed 
An Humble Remonjlrance in Favour of Epijcopacyy and the 
King exprefled himfelf much gratified with this work. 
Five minifters, under the title of SmeAymnuus^° (a word 
formed from the firft letters of their names), wrote an 
anfwer, of which the learned and venerable Archbifhop 


and they were glad even of Milton’s eloquence; for that was all he 
brought them: and all the young fcholar could be expefled to bring. 
' Ncc adhuc maturus Achilles/ 

Dr. Johnfon (la>s Mu Gifford, quoting a paflage in the Trcati/e on 
Reformation againft ihc^Bifliops,) ufes the language of foi bcarance, when 
ri^ng horn the pciulal of this fiendlilc curfing, he merely obferved,— 
“Such was Milton's controverfial malignity, that hell giew blacker at 
hh flown.” V. B, Jonfon^s Worksy voL vi. p, a6o. 

” Stephen Mai lhall, Edward CaIamy,Thomas Young, Mathew New¬ 
comen, and William Spurllow. In the Church Reg* ei of Great 
Hampden, Bucks, is the following entry:—Wm. Spuiftow lucccedcd to 
the Reflory of Great Hampden m 1637. He was one of thofe heroes 
who wYote againtt the Church Eftabhfhmcnc. They were five in num¬ 
ber, viz., Stephen Marlhal, Edward Calamy, Thos. Young, Matthew 
Ncwcome, and the above-mentioned Wm. Spurftow. The initial letters 
of their names formed the cant word Smeftymnus (uus), as celebrated 
by Hudibras, This worthy continued rill 1642, when, according to the 
phrafeology of the times, “God gave him a call to a far greater living/' 
This entry was obligingly furnilhed to the wiicer by the Re£lor of the 
Paiifh,Rev. Charles Lloyd. See on this fubjcdl Bowleses Life of Btjhop 
Ken, vol. i. p. 62-66. 
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Ufher'® publi/hed a confutation, called The Apojlolical 
Inftitution of Epifcopacy; to this confutation Milton replied 
in his Treatife of Prelaticnl Epifcopacy. The point at 
iflue was the divine or human origin of epifcopacy, as 
a peculiar order in the church, inverted with fpiritual 
rights and powers, diftind in kind, and pre-eminent in 
degree. He added to this reply another performance, 
called The Reafon of Church Government'’'' U/g^d agahift 
Prelacy, Bilhop Hall publilhed a defence of the Ilnm- 
hle RemonJlrancej well written and clofely argued; and 
Milton wrote animadverfions upon it. Thefe treatifes 
were publi/hed in the year 1641.^® It was in his Reafon 
of Church Government that he difeovered, as Johnfon ob- 
ferves, his high opinion of his own powers, and promifed 
to undertake fomething that may be of fervice and honour 
to his country. This (he faid) is not to be obtained but 
by devout prayer to that Eternal Spirit, that can en¬ 
rich with all utterance and knowledge, and fends out his 
Seraphim with the hallowed fire of his altar, to touch and 
purify the lips of whom he pleafes. To this muft be 
added induftrious and fele<ft reading, fteady obfervation, 
and inrtght into all feemly and generotis arts and affairs; 
till which in fome meafure be compaffed, I refufe not to 
fuftain this expedlation. ‘ From a promife like this,’ fays 
his biographer, ‘ at once fervid, pious, and rational, might 
be expeded the Paradife Eoji.' 

In 1642 he clofed the controverfy which I have men¬ 
tioned, by an Apology for Smetlymnuusy in anfwer to the 
confutation of his animadverfions, written, as he fuppofed, 

Uflier, Gatakcr, and Reynolds, were the three Proteflant divines iti 
£ng1and, who had the grcatcll reputation on the continent for their 
learning; fee Calomies’ Mel. Curieax, p. 834. Their three rivals abroad, 
among the Proteftants, for erudition, were Blondel, Petitus, and Bochart. 

” See Symmons's Life, p. 234. 

« See HalPs Works, ed. Pratt, vol. ix. p. 641. 
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by Bifhop Hall or his fon. His friendfhip for Young^” 
probably led him into the field of controverfy; for he 
owns that he ‘ was not difpofed to this manner of writing, 
wherein knowing myfelf inferior to myfelf, led by the 
genial power of nature to another talk, I have the ufe, as 
I may account it, but of my left hand/ * Weapons,’ fays 
one of his biographers, ‘more effedual than pens were now 
drawn againft the church, and expofed by the injudicious 
condudt of fame of its prelates, it fell under the afl’ault. 
If argument and reafon could have prevailed, the refult 
would probably have been .different. The learning of 
Ulher, and the wit of Hall, certainly preponderated in 
the conteft, and they feem to have been felt not only by 
the Smetlymman divines, but by Milton himfelf. If the 
church at this crifis could have been upheld by the ability 
of her fons, it would have been fupported by thofe ad¬ 
mirable prelates, but numbers, exafperation, and enthu- 
fiafm were againft them.’*"’ 

The main purpofe which Milton had in view in thefe 
different publications, was to alter the Epifcopal form 6 f 
the cliurch and to aflimilate it to the fimpler, and, as he 
deemed, the apoftolical model of the reformed churches 
in other countries ; to join with them in exadnefs of dif- 
cipline, as we do in purity of dodrine. But as in thefe 
churches, the Prefbyterian difcipline was united to a re¬ 
publican form of government, he therefore attempts to 
prove that the exiftence of the hierarchy adds nothing to 
the fecurity or the proper fplendour of the throne ; that 
the fall of Prelacy could not fhake the Jeaft fringe that 

™ Toland fays of liis Reafcn for Church Government, ‘ the eloquence 
is niafculinc, the method is natural, thcfcntiments are lice, and the whole 
(God knows) appears to have a very different force from what the non- 
conformift divines wrote in thofe days, or fince that time, on the fame 
fubjcdl.’ V. Life, p. iz. 

See Summons’s Life of Milton, p. 240. 
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borders the royal canopy. He denies the apoftolical in- 
ftitution of bifhops, and, as he argues for the greateft 
degree of honeft liberty in religion, as in other inftitutions, 
he urges that prelacy is the natural agent and minifter of 
tyranny. He advocates the fweeteft and mildeft manner 
of paternal difcipline, the independent miniftry of each 
congregation ; and he wifties the Angel of the Gofpel to 
ride on his way, doing his proper bufinefs, conquering the 
high thoughts and proud reafonings of the flefh. As long 
as the church (he fays), in true imitation of Chrift, can 
be content to ride upon an als, carrying herfelf and her 
government along in a mean and Ample guife, flie may 
be, as Ihe is, a lion of the tribe of Judah, and in her hu¬ 
mility all men will, with loud hofannahs, confefs her 
greatnefs.’ When his opponents urged the learning of 
the Univerfity and the clergy, he faid, ‘ that God will not 
fuffer true learning to be wanting, when true grace and 
obedience to him abounds; for if he give us to know him 
aright, and to praftife this our knowledge in right efta- 
blilhed difcipline, how much more will he replenilh us 
with all abilities in tongues and arts, that may conduce to 
his glory and our good. He can fl:ir*up rich fathers to 
beftow exquifite education on theirchildren,andtodedicate 
them to the fervice of the Gofpel. He can make the fons 
of nobles his minifters, and princes to be his Nazarites.’ 

That Milton engaged in the heat and dull of thelc 
great controverfial queftions, from motives of confcience, 
and with intentions upright and pure, no one can reafon- 
ably doubt, but they were alien from his elegant and 
learned purfuits;®^ they were fcarcely congenial to his 
age; and himfelf, as well as his brethren whom he de- 

** ‘ It will be matter of hearty regret to the republic of letters, that the 
greateft of thefe, 1 mean John Milton, had the misfortune to be born in 
an age when the ftudy of fcholaftic theology was deemed an eflential part 
of intelleflual difcipline.* Beatties Effays, 4to.p. 261. 
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fended, were inferior to Bifhop Hall in theological learn¬ 
ing, and in controverfial Ikiil; that learned Prelate’s vic¬ 
tory over Sme£lymnuus was complete.^ 

Milton’s father came now to refide in his fon’s houfe.®® 
Philips fays oF him: ‘ the old gentleman lived wholly re¬ 
tired to his reft and devotion, without the leaft trouble 
imaginable. At Whitfuntide, in 1643, thirty-fifth 
year, Milton married Mary, the eldeft daughter of Mr. 
Richard Powell, of Foreft Hill, a juft ice of the peace in 
Oxfordftiire.®* Afteranabfence of little more than a month, 
he brought his bride to town with him, and hoped, as 
Johnfon obferves, to enjoy the advantages of a conjugal 
life} but fpare diet, and hard ftudy, and a houfe full of 
pupils, did not fuit the young and gay daughter of a Ca¬ 
valier.®® She had been brought up in very different fo- 
ciety ; fo having lived for a month a philofophic life, after 
having been ufed at home to a great houfe,®” and much 

“ Our hiflortan had faid juft before that there were few among the 
Puritan Divines of found education. He had better have ftuck to his 
word—^ To make amends for want of acquired knowledge, they abound¬ 
ed in in/pired* ” See Warburton^s Works, vol. xii. p, 398. 

** Till the taking ©^Reading,in April, 1643, by the Earl of Eflex, he 
had lived there, in the houfe of his fon Chriftopher. 

^ Sec Memoranda relating to the family of Powell, of Foreft Hill, in 
Sir Eg. Brydges*s Life of Milton, p. 279, appendix, who has corrcfled 
fome great miftakes made by Mr. Todd, in his account of the Powell 
family, from the reprefentations of Mr. Holbrooke. 

Toland gives four coujeftures on this fubjedl. I. Whether it was 
that this young woman, accuftomed to a large and jovial family, could 
not live in a philolbphical retirement. 2. Or that Ihe was not fatisfied 
with the perfon of her hufband; 3. or, laftly, that becaufe her relations 
were all addiiled to the Royal intcreft, his democratical principles were 
difagrceablc to her humour; 4. nor is it impoffible that the father repented 
of this match, upon the profpcil of fome fuccefs on the King’s fide, who 
then had his head-quarters at Oxford. Sec Life, p. 52. Newton has 
followed Toland, v. Life, p. xxvii. 

T. Warren had a MS^ inventory of Mr. PowelPs goods ; and he 
fays, ' by the number, order, and furniture of the rooms, he appears to 
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company and joviality, her friends, poffibly by her own 
defire, made earneft fuit to have her company the remain¬ 
ing part of the fummer, which was granted upon a pro¬ 
mile of her return at Michaelmas. When Michaelmas 
came, the lady had no inclination to quit the holpitality 
and delights of her father’s manfion for the aufterer habits 
and feclufion of the Poet’s ftudy. Surrounded with 
powerful friends, in the company of the ga) and fafci- 
nating cavaliers, and protedted by the paternal roof, file 
fliowed her diflike of the dulnefs and reftraint of a 
fcholar’s wife, by proclaiming herunwillingnefs tOTCturn. 
Aubrey lays, ‘ no company came to her, and Ihe often 
heard her nephew cry and be beatenMilton fent re¬ 
peated letters to her, which were all unanfwered ; and a 
melTenger, who was difpatched to urge her return, was 
difmifled with contempt.®^ A refiftance fo pertinacious 

have lived as a country gentleman, in a very extenfivc and liberal llylc of 
houfc keeping.* v. Todd's Ltfe^ p. 170. 

In a letter of Marvell to his conftituents at Hull, he fays, “There 
is yet brought in an aft, in which of all others your Corporation is tlie 
lead concerned—that is, when wives fhall refufe to cohabit with their 
huJbandSj that in fuch cafe the hufband fhall not,be obliged to pay any 
debts fhc fhall run into, for clothing, diet, lodging, or other expenfes. 
This fhows,**fays the Editor of it,“how much the bonds of domeftieduty 
were relaxed by civil anarchy. It is highly probable that feparation of 
the nature alluded to, frequently arofe from religious and political diffen- 
fions between hufband and wife. The revolt uf Milton’s firft confort is 
a well known but not a folitary inftancc.*^ v. Coleridge's Biog, Borealis^ p. 

13. We may give in this place Hacket’s remarkable diatribe againll Mil- 
ton :—“ What a venomous fpirit is in that ferpent Milton; that black- 
mouthed Zoilus, that blows his vipcr*3 breath upon thofc immortal De¬ 
votions from beginning to the end. This is he, that wrote with all 
irreverence againll the Fathers of our Church, and Jhowed as little 
duty to his father who begat him. The fame that wrote for^ the Phari- 
fees, that it was lawfulfor man to put away his wife for every caufey and 
againjl Chrijl for not allowing divorces. The fame, O horrid ! that 
defended the lawfulnefs of the greateft crime that ever was committed, to 
put our thrice-excellcnt King to death; a petty fchoolboy fcribbler that 
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and illegal as this, muft have refted on fome grounds that 
were at leaft imagined favourable to the condudt of the 
wife. We muft, therefore, refer to the unfettled fituation 
of the kingdom, by which the authority of the laws was 
weakened, and obedience imperfedtly inforced; and we 
muft recolleft, that at the time when flie refufed to return 
to her hufband’s roof, the King, with all his forces, was 
quartered in the neighbouring city of Oxford; that her 
family was of courfe aflbciating with the gay and licen¬ 
tious adherents of the monarch; that ‘ living in the camp 
of the enemy,' flie muft have been in the daily habit of 
hearing hatred, fcorn, and contempt, uttered againft the 
party whofe fentiments were fo ftrongly adopted by her 
hufband ; that a profped of fuccefs now dawned upon the 
fortunes of the King ; and, looking at the apparent inter- 
efts of the family, confidering her wavering or alienated 
affedions, and interpreting fairly the language of Philips, 
we may prefume that had the fide of the royal ifts been 
vi( 5 torious, the marriage with the Puritan hulband would 
have been cancelled or concealed. 

i 

-Milton, whofe mind was never given to half-meafurcs, 
refolved immediaWly to repudiate her on the ground of 
difobedience; and to fupport the propriety and lawful- 
nefs of his conduft, he publiflied, at firfl: anonymoufly, 
in 1644, ^he Doffrine and Dijeipline of Divorce; The 

durll grapple in fuch a caufe with the Prince of the learned men of 
his age, Snlmajiust 7ra(T);G> d(jfpoCiTt} mi \vpa, as Eurapius 

fays of Ammonius, Plutarch's fcholar in Egypt, the .delight, the mufick 
of all knowledge, who would havefcorned to drop a penfulofink againft 
fo bafe an adverfary, but to maintain the honour of fo good a King. Get 
thee behind me, Milton ! Thou favourelt not the things that be of truth 
and loyalty, but of pride, bitternefi, and falfehood. There will be a 
time, though fuch a Shimei, a dead dog, in Abilhai's phrafe, cfcape for a 
while. It is no marvel that this canker-worm Milton is more Javifh in 
his writings than any man to juftify the beheading of Strafford,” See. v. 
Life of Archb. Williams^ ii. p. l6i. 
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^Judgment of Martin Bucer concerning Divorce^^ and the 
next year he* printed his 'Tetrachordony or expofitions on 
the four chief places of fcripture, which treat on marriage. 
His laft tradt Colafterion was an anfwer to a pamphlet 
recommended by Mr. Jofeph Caryll,®® the author of a 
Commentary on Joby and a preibyterian divine ; the author 
was anonymous, but Milton calls him * a ferving-man both 
by nature and fundtion, an idiot by breeding, and a foli- 
citor by prefumption.’ 

In this treatile. Dr. Symmons thinks that Milton has 
made out a ftrong cafe, and fights with arguments not 
eafily to be repelled;‘’® and Mr. Godwin fays, * that the 
books on divorce are written with the moft entire know¬ 
ledge of the fubjedt, and with a clearnefs and ftrength of 
argument, that it would be difficult to excel; and it muft 
be remembered that Selden wrote his Uxor Hebraica on 
the fame fide of the queftion. Without entering into the 
intricacies of fo great an argument, I ffiall content myfelf 
with faying, that all the ingenuity of Milton, and the 
learning of Selden, are of no avail againft the acknow¬ 
ledged experience of fociety, which feems to have filently 
confented to the wifdom of the eftabliflved law. Tempers 
once deemed incompatible, may gradually affimilate. The 
interefts of children, the advancement of fortune, the 


®* See Newton’s Life of Milton, p. xxix. 

** Of Mr. Caryll, Toland fays (p. 6o), ‘ in his voluminous and fenfe* 
Icfs commentaries, he did more injury to the memory of Job, than the 
Devil and the Sabeans could inflift torments on him in his life time.’ 

Dr. John Echard, in the Preface to his work, p. Il, fays, “I am 
not, 1 will affure you, any of thofe occafional writers, that milling pre¬ 
ferment in the Univerlity, can prefently write you the new way of educa~ 
tion, or being a little tormented with an ill-chofen wife, put forth the 
doArine of Divorce to be truly evangelical. &c.,” alluding to two of 
Milton’s writings. See alfo Fell’s Life of Hammond, p. 200. Oxf. ed. 
on the Love of Novelty, in defending Polygamy, Divorce, &c. 
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refpedt of fociety, moral principle, religious feeling, the 
force of habit, the remembrance of paft friendfhip, and 
the obligations of a common intereft, are all aflifting the 
reconciliation of wedded difcontent. Incompatibility of 
temper cannot be fubmitted to legal proof, or determined 
by any unerring ftandard; will it not therefore be often 
advanced to cover the wilhes of inconftancy, or the dc- 
fires of impurity ? does not legal leparation allow all that 
is neceflary in extreme cafes of infufferable evil ? is an 
incompatible temper to be advanced as the caufe of one 
divorce, or may it releafe from a fucceflion of imprudent 
engagements ? Milton’s courtfhip was apparently fudden 
and fhort; and no one can be much furprifed at the dif- 
agreements that followed : but it appears that he lived in 
happinefs with his wife after their romantic reconciliation; 
hence the divorce, at one time fo much defired, would 
probably have deftroyed, if granted, the future happinefs 
of both parties; and it is doubtful whether that of the 
hulband, after he had lhaken off his conjugal fetters, would 
have been increafed ; for he may have efcaped a remorfe 
which at fome future time, and in fome confiderate mo¬ 
ments, he might have felt, when he confidered that in his 
choleric frenzy he had vifited too heavily the foolilh levity 
of a young, gay, and inexperienced woman, perhaps mif 
led or overruled ; that he had offended the feelings of 
fociety, and he might not perhaps have quite fatisfied 
in his cooler moments of the unanfwerable cogency of 
his arguments. 

There is one paflage in this treatife, in which Milton 
clearly points to himfelf, and to the prefumed caufes of 
his unhappinefs. * The fobereft, and beft governed men,’ 
he fays, * are leaft pradlifed in thefe affairs; and who knows 
not that the bafhful mutenejs of a virgin may oftentimes 
hide all the unlivelinejs and natu"al Jloth which is really 

e 
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unfit for cowuerjation, nor is there that freedom of accefs 
granted or prefumed, as may fuffice to a perfeft dif- 
cerning till too late ; and when any indifpofition is fuf- 
pefted, what more ufual than the perfuafion of friends, 
that acquaintance as it increafes, will amend all; and 
laftly, is it not ftrange that many who have /pent their 
youth chaftely^ are in fame things Hot Jo quick fightedy 
while they hafte too eagerly to light the nuptial torch ? 
Nor is it therefore for a modeft error, that a man fhould 
forfeit fo great a happinefs, and no charitable means to 
relieve him. Since they who have lived moft loofely, 
by reafon of their bold accuftoming, prove moft fuc- 
cefsful in their matches, becaufe their wild affedions 
unfettling at will, have been as fo many divorces to 
teach them experience. Whereas the fober man ho¬ 
nouring the appearance of raodefty, and hoping well of 
every focial virtue under that veil, may eafily chance 
to meet if not with a body impenetrabley yet often with 
a mind to all other due converjation inaccejftbley and to 
all the more ejlimable and fuperior purpofes of matrimony 
ujelejsy and almoft lifelejsy and what a folace, what a fit 
help fuch a ccmfort would be through the whole life 
of a man, is lefs pain to conjedlure, than to have expe¬ 
rience.’ We may, I think, without the imputation of an 
unjuft feverity, confider that to her hufband at leaft, fhe 
was a dull uninviting companion, without mental powers 
or attradtive affedtion, without converfation and without 
love. For he Ipeaks again ‘ of a mutCy andfpiritlejs mate ;* 
and again, * if he fhall find himjelf hound fafi to an image 
of earth and phlegmy with whom he looked to be the co¬ 
partner of a Jweet andgladjomeJociety thefe obfervations 
will, I think, put us in pofleflion of his wife’s * fair de- 
fedts,’ and the caufes of the feparation; and we may 
reafonably conclude that Milton was fuflfering, to ufe an 
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expreffion of Sterne’s, from the poetic indifcretlon of his 
own paffions.®® 

Whoever differs from Milton in the inferences which 
he draws, and the dodtrine which he advocates, mull yet 
allow that thefe Treatifes on Divorce are written with the 
command of fcriptural learning, with many ingenious 
explanations of the intent of the divine laws, and human 
inftitutions; and with a force of argument fometimes 
difficult to refill. The whole is cpmpofed with uncom¬ 
mon zeal and earncllnefs, and conveys the fentiments of 
one who feels his own important interells are at ilTue; 
the caufes of dillike in this little month of wedlock, mull 
have llruck deep root, for he alludes much to ralh, fud- 
den, and millaken choices, he urges thejullice of divorce 
in cafes where ‘ a violent hatred in matrimony has arifen^ 
yet not Jinfulj irkjome^ grievous^ obfiinately hateful^ and in¬ 
jurious even to hojlility ; he fpeaks of invincible antipathiesj 
when the work of forrow lalls, till death unharnefs them; 
and upon the ground, that fuch matches in this milery 
are infufferable, unalterable, and without hope, or prof- 
pedl of termination, he claims the power of releafes from 
his unequal yoke. That his whole argument hinges on 
his own cafe, no one who reads thefe tradls can reafonably 
doubt: and that his forrows were feen through an exag- 


No doubt fome caufe of difagreement between the Poet and his 
Bride may have cxifted in the incompatibility of their political creed. 
Such fubjefts were better avoided in ihedomcftic tete-a-iete at that mo¬ 
mentous time> and could hardly be canvaffed without odence to either 
party. Such is, I prefume, the allufion in his Poem^ 

— Or his happiefl choice too late 

Shall meet, alreadie Hnkc and wedlock^bound 

To a fell adverfarie^ bis bate or Jhame. Par. L, x. 904. 

Yet Mr. Coleridge truly obferves that Milton’s foul was fufccpiiblc of 
domeAic enjoyments, notwithftanding the difeomforts that actually re- 
fulted from an apparently unhappy marriage.” 
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gerating medium, feems hardly lefs clear. His own 
experience is the heft refutation of his work; his mar¬ 
riage, though clouded over in its rife, and portending 
ftorms and forrows, and ftrife, ended, as we believe, in 
the fmiles of renewed afieftion, in conjugal endearments, 
and continued love: and we muft alfo recolledt that^Mil- 
ton had lived but one ftiort month* with his wife, when 
this eternal averjiony this 'perpetuity of hatred^ this radical 
difcord of nature were declared.®® 

4 

That this dodlrine was received with negledl or ridicule 
is evident from a paflage in Howell’s Letters. Herbert 
Palmer denounced it in a Sermon preached before the 
Lords and Commons on a day of Humiliation, " When 
the Romans,” fays Gibbon, appointed a peculiar goddefs 

to hear the complaints of married life, her name Viri- 
placuy clearly indicates on which fide interference was 

required.”®® In Walpole’s Noble Authors I find this 


Sec P. Knight*s Civil Society, p. 55. ‘Let me not be fuppofed 
CO mean a condemnation of marriage, from which I have derived all the 
bleffings and benefits of civil fociety, but merely of its indiflblubility. 
There are many caufes which ought to juftif^^divorce, as well as that of ^ 
adultery on the part of the woman, and I think it probable, that if 
other caufes were admitted, this would be lefs frequent- Divorce is, I 
believe, as often the objeft, as the confequence of adultery.* 

The reader by reference on this fubjeft to Sir y, MnckintoJFs Hi/' 
tory of Englandy vol. ii. p- 275 ; Ilallam^s Conjiitutional Hijlory^ vol. i- 
p. 140; to Warburton*s Works^ vol. x. p. 88, on Divorce for Temper^ 
to Gibbon*s Roman Hijlory^ vol.iv. p- 378, 4to.; to Harington*s Oceana, 
p, 337, 4to.; to a Npte on Divorce in Erafmus’s Note on the N. T. 
V. y or tin* 5 Life of Erafmus^ T. ii. p. 214, and C. Middleton* s Life of 
Cicero, T. ii. p. 171. See alfo Analyf dc Bayle, vol. v. p. 217, on 
BolTuefs Opinion of Divorce and Want of Temper. See the Opinions 
of Erafmus on Divorce, and in controverfy with the Dominican Hovc- 
ftrate, in Burignfs Fie d* Erafme, vol. ii, p. 521. He confiders that the 
Fathers of the Church, Ambrofe, Tertullian, and Origen are with him, 
and his opinions are exprefled with' his ufual moderation and good fenfe* 
®®Sec Gibbon*! Roman Hijlory^ vol. iv. p^ 378 > 4 to* 
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notice, “ George Booth Earl of Wartington. * Con- 
fiderations on Marriage and Divorce, 1739.’ 
argument for Divorce on Difagreement of Temper." 
There are, however, in all focieties feme to whom 
every paradox is acceptable, and who rejoice in believ¬ 
ing themfelves fuperior to the fettled opinions of man- 
kiml. By them it was greedily adopted, and they were 
named divorcers or Miltonifts.®® The Prefbyterian 
clergy, then holding their aflembly in Weftminfter, were 
much offended, and procured the author to be fummoned 
before the Houfe of Lords ; ' but the houfe,’ fays Wood, 
‘whether approving the doftrine, or not favoring his 
accufers, did foon difmifs Wm.’ The Lords probably 
conlidered the dodtrines advanced as too wild and fpecu- 
lative to produce any pradtical mifehief. Milton wifhed 
he had not written the work in Englilh. ‘Vellem 
hoc tantum fermone vernaculo me non fcripfifle, non 
enim in vernas ledlores incidifl'em, quibus folemne eft fua 
bona ignorare, aliorum mala irridere on this confeflion 
it is plain that the work was viewed as an apology and 
defence of himfelf. In Bifhop Hall’s Cafes of Confcience 
I have met with an allufion to this Work of Milton's, 
not noticed by his Biographers.®^ “ I have heard too much 
of and once faw a licentious pamphlet thrown abroad in 


A paflage in the Ele^lra of Sophocles, by C. W. at the Hague, 1649, 
8vo. proves that Milton’s do£lrinc on divorce was not unnoticed. 

‘ While like the froward Miltonift 
We our nuptiall knot untwilh’ 

See allb a paflage in Ecbard, quoted by Todd, p. 56, and in Britain's 
Triumph, p. 15, by G. S. What, Milton! are you come to fee the 
fight f V. Todd’s Life, p. 54. And fee alfo his eleventh and twelfth 
Sonnets, in themfelves a fufficient proof of the detraftion and ridicule 
attending his doflrine. 

^ See alfo FeWs Life of Hammond, p. 200. 
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thefe lawlefs times in the defence and encouragement of 
Divorces (not to be fued out, that folemnity needed not, 
but) to be arbitrarily given by the difliking hufband to 
his difpleafing and unquiet wife ; upon this ground prin¬ 
cipally, that marriage was inftituted fur the help and 
comfort of man : where therefore the match proves fuch 
as that the wife doth but pull down by her afide, and 
innate peevifhnefs, and either fullen, or pettifh and proud 
difpofition, brings rather difcomfort to her luifband, the 
end of marriage being hereby fruftrate, why fhould it 
not, faith he, be in the hufband’s power (after fome un¬ 
prevailing means of reclamation attempted) to procure his 
own peace by calling off this clog : and to provide for his 
own peace and contentment in a fitter match ? I muft 
ferioufly profcfs that when I firft did call my eyes upon 
the front of the book, 1 fuppofed fome great wit meant 
to try his fkill in the maintenance of thisfo wild and im¬ 
probable a paradox, but ere I could have run over fome 
of thoje too well pennd pages, I found the author was in 
earneft, and meant ferioufly to contribute this piece of 
good counfel in way of reformation to the wife and fea- 
fonable care of fuperiors. I cannot but blufh for our age, 
wherein fo bold a motion hath been amongft others ad¬ 
mitted to the light. What will all the Chriftian Churches 
through the world, to whofe notice thofe lines fhall come, 
think of our woful degeneration in thefe deplored times, 
that fo uncouth a defign fhould be let on foot amongft 
us ?” &c.®® 

The golden reins of difcipline and government in the 
church being now let loofe, Milton proceeded to put in 
pradice the dodrine which he had advocated, and ferioufly 
paid his addreffes to a very accomplifhed and beautiful 

Confult Bijbop Burnet's Obfervations in his Life of the Earl of 
Roebejier, in Dr. Wordfviortb's Cbriji. Injlitutes, vol. iv. p. 624, or 
the Index to that work under the head Divorce. 
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young lady, the daughter of Doftor Davisthe lady, 
however, hefitated, and was not eafily to be perfuaded 
into the lawfulnefs of the propofal; which fortunately 
terminated in effefting a happy reconciliation with the 
offending and difcarded wife. 

He went fometimes to vifit a relation, one Blackbo- 
rough, who lived in the lane of St. Martin’s-le-grand, and 
at one of thefe vifits he was furprifed to fee his wife come 
from an inner room, throw herfelf on her knees before 
him, and implore forgivenefs. Fenton has elegantly con- 
jeftured that Milton had this interview in liis mind when 
in the fourth book of Paradije Loji^ he defcribes that 
penitent fupplication of Eve, and the reconcilement and 
forgivenefs of Adam. It may be fo; for the incident 
was too affefting and important ever to be forgotten ; and 
it poflefled fomethingin its lingular and romantic charafter 
that might eafily pafs in a mind like his into a tranfcript 
of poetical beauty. It is faid that he was for fome time 
inexorable; but partly, fays his nephew, ‘ his own gene¬ 
rous nature, more inclinable to reconciliation than to 
perfeverance in anger or revenge, and partly the ftrong 
interceflion of frieiids on both fides, foon brought him to 
an adt of oblivion, and a firm league of peace.’ It was 
the forgivenefs of a good and generous mind, for he be¬ 
haved ever after to her with affedlion, and received all 
her family into his houfe,* when their feat was feized by 

During the defertion of his wife, Milton frequented the fociety of 
the Lady Margaret Leigh, a perfon of dillinflion and accomplilhment* 
To Lady Ranelagh, the favourite filler of the illullrious Boyle, in his 
later years he was gratefully attached. lie lays of her to her fon, who 
had been his pupil, “Nam ct mihi omnium ncccffitudinum loco fuit.” 
The reader will be referred with pleafure, on the mention of this illuf- 
trious lady, to Mr. Crefslefs learned and interefting Diary of Dr. 
Worthington^ p. 124. &c. v. Index. 

* The family of the Powells continued to refidc in Milton^s houfe till 
after the death of his father in 1647. Sec Jodd'i Ltfoy p. 88. 
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the rebels, and they were obliged, at a ruinous expenfe, 
to compound for their eftate.* Mr. Powell is faid to 
have loft by the wars, above three thoufand pounds, and 
to have died above fifteen hundred pounds in debt, 
leaving a widow and nine children. The dowry of a 
thoufand pounds promifed to Milton with his wife re¬ 
mained unpaid at his death. On ]\^rs. Anne Powell’s 
petition'’ to the commiflioners for her thirds, the follow 
ing obfervations were made. ‘Mr. Milton is a harfti 
and choleric man, and married Mr. Powell’s daughter, 
who would be undone if any fuch courfe were taken 
againft him by Mrs. Powell; he having turned away 
his wife heretofore for a long fpace, upon fome other 
occafion (var. a fmall occafion).’ ’ Milton, it appears, 
having difcharged the fine upon Mr. Powell’s eftate, had 
fucceeded to the poffeflion of it; and his mother-in-law, 

® See the iranfcript of the original documents of Mr. Powell’s com¬ 
pounding in Todd's Life^ (fecond cd.) p. 69, 70; and Milton's Petition^ 
p. 81, 

® This paflage may throw fome additional light on the fubjeft of the 
defertion of Milton by his wife. Aubrey fays, was a zealous royalift, 
and went without her hufljand’s confent to her mother in the king^s 
quarters. (Letter iii. p. 441.) The truth, then, as far as we can com¬ 
mand it, feems to be, that Aie found her bridal home cheericfs and dull: 
her huftand’s temper iinfuicablc to hers, and his opinions different; that 
difagreements arofe and difeontent on cither Ade; and when the king 
and his army and court arrived in the neighbourhood of her father’s 
houfe, Aie gladly availed herfcifof the opportunity of joining them, with 
her family. Their fupport fecured her againft the power of enforcing 
her return; and had the king^s party been viftorious, Aic probably 
would never have returned, nor acknowledged her marriage. The 
battle of Nafcby, and the beauty of Mifs Davis, brought her to her 
fenfes. One of Milton’s antagonifls (G. S. 1660) accufcs him; * You 
throw afidc your wife, becaufe your wajpijbSpirit could not agree with 
her qualities, and your crooked phantnfy could not be brought to take 
delight in her.’ 

^ Sec Todd's Life, p. go (fccond ed.). 
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by petition, was anxious to recover her thirds, which ftie 
was afraid to prefs for by fuit. 

In 1644, at the requeft of his friend Hartlib, he pub- 
liAied his ’TraSt^te on Education^ and in the fame year, he 
addrefled to the Parliament his Areopagitica^ or a Speech 
for the Liberty of unlicenfed Printing.^ The plan deve¬ 
loped in the former trad muft, I am afraid, be con- 
lidered as little lefs than a fplendid dream ; a noble out¬ 
line of a theory too magnificent to be realized. What is 
promifed in the time allowed, could not poflibly be per¬ 
formed. While Milton is projeding the maftery of 
every fcience, the attainment of fo many languages, ac¬ 
quaintance with fuch various authors; is moving over 
the extenfive circle of his ftudies, and piling up his 
ftrudure of education even to its turrets and pinnacles ; 
the humbler plan which experience has approved, is con¬ 
tent with laying deep its foundations during the years of 
youth, in acquiring habits of accurate reafoning, in culti¬ 
vating corred tafte, and in learning thofe found prin¬ 
ciples of philofophy which may hereafter be developed 
and direded into various channels. What Milton pro- 
fefles to complete In a few years, the old fyftem is con¬ 
tented to commence ; one is only planting the tree and 
fertilizing the foil, the other is already repofing under its 
lhade, and feeding on its fruits.®. 

® Sextus the Fourth, who died in 1484, was the firft who placed the 
prefs under the control of a licenfcr. In 1649 Gilbert Mabbot rcligned 
the office of licenfcr, and urged the reafoning of Milton’s work as his 
defence. See Birch's LifCy p. xxix. and Hollis's Memoirs^ p. 257, who 
calls him S. Mabbot, or rather Mabbold, for fo he is called in White- 
lock's Index* 

® See Hurd's Cowley^ vol. i. p. 49. ‘^Ingenious men,” fays the Edi¬ 
tor, “delight in dreams of reformation. In comparing this Propojition of 
Cowley, with that of Milton^ addreffed to Mr. Hartlib, we find that 
rhofe great Poets had amufed chcmfclvcs with fomc exalted and in the 
main congenial fancies on the fubjefl of Education. That, of the two 
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The Areopagitica is, on the whole, one of the fineft 
produdlions in profe from Milton’s pen. For vigour 
and eloquence of ftyle, unconquerable force of argument, 
majefty, and richnefs of language, it is noj to be furpafled. 

‘ Milton was the firft defender, let it be remembered, in 
Europe, of a free prefs and an unfettered confcience.’ 
Do6tor Johnfon confiders the argument which it difcufles 
to be of very difficult folution. I ffiall content myfelf 
with obferving, that the liberty of the prefs is the balls 
of all other/ and that when a nation becomes fufficiently 
enlightened to demand the removal of the reftriftions, 
which have been impofed when governments were arbi¬ 
trary, and the people ignorant, the corredtion of the evils 
attendant on its liberty mull be found, not in the punilh- 
ment of the offenders, but in the good fenfe and moral 
feeling of the community. ‘ Any attempt, (fays a learned 
Prelate, in one of his charges to the Clergy) to fupprefs, or 
even to check the fpirit of inquiry which is abroad in the 
world, would not only be a vain and fruitlefs attempt, but 
a violation of the indefeafible liberty of the human mind, 

and an interference with its natural conftitution, to impart 

1 

plans propofcd, that of Mr. Cowley was better digefted, and is the lefs 
painful, if a preference in this rclpeft can be given to either, when both 
are nianifeftly Utopian: and that our Univerlities in their prefent form, 
are well enough calculated to»anfwcr all roafonable ends of fuch inllitu- 
tions, provided we allow for the confidera^Ic defeds of them, when 
drawn out into praflice,’* 

^ ‘The Liberty of the Prefs and the Trial by Jury are the great fccu- 
ritics for all our other liberties!’ Sir J. MackintoAi’s Speech at Briftol, 

1822. ‘ The prefs and its enemy/ fays Burke, 'are nearly coeval.* See 
Works, vol. X. p. II5. We read the noole apology of Milton for the 
Liberty of the Prefs, with admiration; but it had but little influence on 
the Parliament to whom it was addrefled.” Hallam^s Conft. Hiftory, iii. 
p. 4. “ It Ihould be further remarked, that in the days of their fupre- 

macy, the Prclbyterians refilled even the eloquence of Milton when it 
pleaded for the freedom of unlicenfed Printing.” Lebas* Life ef Laud^ 
p. 249. 
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to that fpirk a right devotion, to fanftify it with holy 
motives, to temper it to righteous purpofes, to ihape it 
to ends which lie beyond the limits of this beginning of 
our exiftence,,will be the endeavour of thofe who defire 
to make the cultivation of intellect conduce to moral im¬ 
provement, and tp eftablilh the Kingdom of Chrift at 
once in the underftandings and affedtions of mankind.’ It 
is in this way that virtue is ftronger than vice, that truth 
triumphs over falfehood, and law is fuperior to offence. 
Johnfon’s oblervation that ‘ if every fceptic in theology 
may teach his follies, there can be no religion,® falls to the 
ground, when it is remembered that oar religion was born 
amid difbelief and doubt, and has grown up and increafed 
among every variety of herefy, and form of fcgpticifm 
that the ingenuity of man could devife. Hume’s famous 
argument that was to be the touchftone of truth, has 
only ferved to eftablilh the force of teftimony, and to con¬ 
firm the credibility of miracles. * The Chriftian Church,’ 
fays a late pious and enlightened author, ‘ has never been 
in fo great danger, as when it has continued for any time 
in a ftate of unruffled profperity. The exeftion of feds, 
&c. are naturally mfeparable from the nature of imperfed 
intelligence, but of benefit to religion itfelf; and while the 
Bible continues to be the authorized ftandard of Faith, 
they can be of no material prejudice. If it be of man it 
will come to nought, but if it be of God he cannot over¬ 
throw it, nor need we fear evil from it. I refped even 
the errors of the confcientious Chriftian, and feel the im- 

* The moderation and jufticc of Toland’s fentiments on this fubjedl 
may excite furprife (v. p. 79,) ‘The wiflies of all good men arc, that 
the national church, being fecur’d in her worlhip and emoluments, may 
not be allowed to force others to her communion; and that all dilTen- 
ters from it, being lecur’d in their liberty of confcience, may not be 
permitted to meddle with the riches or power of the national church.’ 
May a fentiment fo philofophically juft prove hiftorically true! 
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poffibility of a perfedt unifon of fentiment in rational 
beings who think for themfelves.^ ® 

In 1645 Milton colledted his early poems, Latin and 
Englilh, for the prefs ; in which the Allegrt^'^ and Penfe- 
rojo appeared for the firft time. Of the pidlurefque 
imagery, the mufical verfification, and, the brilliant lan¬ 
guage of thefe poems, praile too high cannot be heard. 
They have all the paftoral beauties, and fweet defcriptions 
of our elder poets, embellilhed and heightened by a richer 
ftyle, and a more refined combination. It has been more 
than once oblerved, that thefe poems, fhort as they are, 
have colleded in one fplendid view all that can be faid on 
their refpedlive fubjedts.^^ 

Mol^ley the publifher fays in his preface, *that the 
poems of Spenfer, in thefe Englilh ones are as nearly 
imitated, as fweetly excelled.’ It is to this edition that 
the portrait by Marfhall is prefixed, which fo much dif- 
pleafed Milton; and which has transformed the youthful 
bard into a puritanical gentleman of fifty; it is the firft 
publifhed portrait of the Poet.^^ 


® See Sir Thomas Bernards Comforts of OlSAge^ p. 106. See alfo 
ohn Hale’s Sermon, Peace of the Church. Works,, voh Hi. p. ii, 

Mr. Peck's manner of giving the titles of thefe poems is ludicroully 
quaint. He calls them * His Homo L’Allegro, or the la^cans; and his 
Homo II Penferofo, or the cogitans/ v. }^ew Memoirs^ p. 26. Comus 
had been printed in 1637, and Lycidas in 1^38. Cartwright's 

Poems^ 1651, is a copy of verfes by J. Leigh, enumerating the various 
Poets whofe works had been publilhed by Mojeley, but omitting the 
name of Milton. 

This is Mab,, the Miftrefs Fairy.” On this line of Jonfon, Gif¬ 
ford fays, “ This Faery Mythology which has been copied by Milton, 
and which has fufficient beauty to make it familiar to every reader of 
Poetry, is quoted by Mr. Brand from a fcarce book in his poflclfion. 
This is alfo the cafe with many other paffages in Jonfon, which are given 
with all due myftcry at the hundredth hand from fome rare treatife in 
the author 5 colleliionP v. Works, vol. vi. p. 471. 

Salmafius confidcred this print as prefenting notan unfavourable 
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In 1647, as the relations of his wife had gradually left 
him, he removed into a fmaller houfe H Holborn, which 
opened backward into Lincoln’s Inn Fields, and con¬ 
tinued the inlIru6tion of a few fcholars, chiefly the fons 
of gentlemen his friends. That there ever was a defign 
of making him an adjutant general in the army of Sir 
William Waller may be doubted; for Phillips has ex- 
prefled his belief doubtfully, and Waller was confidered 
at that time the leader of the Prelby terians, between whom 
and our Poet no amity could now exift. 

His next publication in 1648-9, was the Tenure of 
Kings and Magijiratesy^ This was occafioned by the 
outcry of the Prefbyterians againft the death of Charles 
whereas Milton proves that they who fo much condemned 
depofing were the men themfelves that depofed the king : 
and cannot, with all their Ihifting and relapfing, wafti the 
guiltinels olF their own hands. For they themfelves, by 
their late doings have made it guiltinefs, and turned their 
own warrantable adtions into rebellion. He then puflies 
on his arguments againft them till he ftiows that they 
not only depofed, but how much they did toward the 
killing the king. ^ * Have they not levied all thefe warrs 
againft him whether offenfive or defenfive (for defence in 
warr equally offends, and moft prudently before hand) 
and giv’n commiflion to flay where they knew his perfon 

portrait of Milton. The paftoral view in the back ground is worthy of 
Olladc; but ‘neat handed Phyllis ’ is, methinks, a little too free. She 
Ihould have rccollcftcd that in a dance ‘junftteque nymphis Gratia 
dccentes.’ 

This trail firft publilhed February 1648-9, republilhed with addi¬ 
tions in 1650. 

See Swift's Mifcellanies, vol. ix. p. 95. The Prejbyteriani Plea. 
See alfo HalPs Downfall of Maygames, 4to. p. 39, “ Who were they 

vvho petitioned in print for the Life of the King? Were they not the 
Prelbyterian Miniilers in London, one of them lofing his head not long 
after on a Royal account,” &c. 
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could not be exempt from danger ? and if chance or flight 
had not fav’d hinif how oft’n had they kill'd him, direft- 
ing thir artillery without blame or prohibition to the very 
place where they faw him ftand ? Have they not feque^ 
ter'd him, judg’d or unjudgd, and converted his revenew 
to other ufes, detaining from him as a grand delinquent, 
all meanes of livelyhood, fo that for them long fince he 
might have perifht, or have ftarv’d ? Have they not 
hunted and purfu’d him round about the kingdom with 
fword and fire ? Have they not formerly deny'd to treat 
with him, and thir now recanting minifters preach’d 
againft him, as a reprobate incurable, an enemy to God 
and his Church markt for deftruftion, and therefore not 
to be treated with ? Have they not befieg’d him, and to 
thir power forbidd him water and fire, fave what they fhot 
againft him to the hazard of his life ? Yet while they thus 
aflaulted and endangerd it with hoftile deeds, they fwore 
in words to defend it with his crown and dignity,’ &c. 
Not long after he wrote his Ob/ervations on the Articles 
of Peace between the Earl of Ormond and the Irilh 
rebels. 

But though Milton in his writings di^ufled thofe mea- 
fures which he confidered important to the public welfare, 
his life was ftridlly private, pafled with his fcholars, and 
among his ftudies; and his Hiftory of England was juft 
commenced; when, without any folicitation, he was in¬ 
vited^® by the council of the ftate to be their ftcretary for 
foreign tongues. They had refolved to employ the Latin 
language in their correfpondence with other nations: and 
no man more eminently Ikilled in the knowledge of it. 


** See the original orders of council appointing a committee to invite 
him to accept the office, firft printed in Tod^s Life (Iccond ed.) p. 107. 
He fucceeded in this office Mr. Weckherleyn, whofe only daughter was 
mother of Sir W. Trumball, the friend of Pope. 
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than Milton, could at that time probably have been 
found. 

Bilhop Newton wifties this example had been followed; 
but I muft exprefs my doubts whether diplomatic corre- 
fpondence could be carried on through the medium of the 
Latin tongue, with the facility or the precifion that would 
be now required. • It furely is better that every nation 
fhould exprefs itfelf in its own idioms, than to attempt to 
make an ancient language convey new varieties of opinion, 
and new modifications of thought. Modern languages 
are conftantly borrowing from each other to fupply thofe 
minute (hades of meaning, and to exprefs thofe refined 
and fubtle ideas that have arifen in the progrefs of know¬ 
ledge, and that have been brought from more advanced 
habits, and more complicated ftrudures of fociety. To 
effect this with a language that has long been removed 
from ufe, is furely to encumber o^^lefelf with unneceflary 
difficulties, and to prefer the lefs commodious vehicle of 
reafoning.^® 

In 1649-50 it was ordered by the council, that Mr. 
Milton do prepare fomething in anfwer to the book of 
Salmafius, and when he hath done it bring it to the 
council. Previoudy however, to this, he had written 


See Mackintojh^s Life of Sir T. More, p. 25, for obrer\'ations on 
this fubjcft. Erafmus, who is the mafter and model of this fyftem of 
compofition, admirably fhews how much he has gained by loofng the 
fetters of a dead fpeech^ and acquiring in its Head the nature, caulc, 
variety, and vivacity of a fpoken and living tongue,” &c. See alfo 
ScblegePs Hiflory of Literature^ vol. i. p. 277. There was fomething 
beyond meafurc barbarous and ruinous, in the cuftom of truflingall mat¬ 
ters connc£lcd with fciencc, \t^xn\r[%Jegifative and ft ate policy to a dead 
and foreign language, &c. vol. ii. 57. *‘The ufe of a foreign dialcft in 
diplomacy can never fail to produce injurious clFcfts upon the vernacular 
idiom,” &c. Sceallb Voltaire's Melanges Litteraires, vol. i. p# 30, on 
wrhingdans unelanguemorte, and Alembert*s Melangesde Litterature^ 
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his anfwer'^ to the Icon Bajtlike^ it is fuppofed by a 

verbal command: for no written order of the council to 

% 

that effeft hais been found. The grievous charge of 
having, in conjundlion with Bradlhaw, interpolated the 
book of the king,*® with a prayer taken from Sydney's 
Arcadia^ and then of imputing the ufe of the prayer to 
the monarch, as a heavy crime,- has been clearly and 
completely refuted. 

It appears that the private prayers of the king were 
delivered by him to Dr. Juxon, Bilhop of London, im¬ 
mediately before his death, and on the fcaffold; that they 
were added to feme of the earlier impreflions of the Icon ; 
that the prayer was adopted by the king from the Arca- 
diuy a book that he delighted to read,'® and that Juxon 
would not have been filent, had the prayer been inferred 
by the enemies of his lamented monarch, to calumniate 
his memory. , 

We muft now pafs on to the celebrated controverfy 
with Salmafius f* Charles the Second employed that great 

T. 5. p, 545, Sec fome curious inftanccs of the impoffibility of ufing 
the meaning of modern terms in Latin, in Leibnitz's Mifcellanies, p. 15 3- 

Milton’s AnAver was printed in London^in 1649, 4to. again in 
1650. Of the Icon Bajtlike^ forty-feven editions were circulated in 
England alone, and 48,500 copies fold. Toland lays, Milton was re* 
warded by the parliament for his performance with the prefent of a 
thoufand pounds, v. Life^ p. 32, The real fail is not afeertained. 

See Newton's Life of Milton^ p. xxxviv. 

The books which Charles delighted to read, and which lliow his 
knowledge and tallc, arc given in S:r Thomas Herbert's Memoirs^ p. 61, 
viz. Bp, Andrews' Sermons^ Hooker's EccL Polity, Hammond's Works, 
Sandys's Pfalms, Herbert's Poems^ Fairfax's Tajfo, Harington's Ariofto, 
Spenfer's Fairy ^een, &c. The prayci from the Arcadia is a mere 
tranfeript, with the neceflary alteration of a few words. 

20 Ujj Anglais nomme Jean Milton a repondu a^M. de Saumaife, pro 
Populo Anglicano; jc penfe que M. de Saumaife lu repondra.” L’Efprit 
de Guy Patin, p, 171. Reimaf in the Catalog. Biblioth. fua?, .vol. iii. p, 
593 gives high praife to an article by Boeder in his Mufeum 1672 de 
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fcholar to write a Defence of his Monarchy, and to vin¬ 
dicate his father’s memory; to ftimulatehis induftry, it is 
faid,^^ a hundred Jacobufes were given to him. Since the 
death of the. illuftrious younger Scaliger, no icholar had 
acquired the reputation of Salmafius ; partly, as Johnfon 
alTerted, for his ikill in emendatory criticifm, in which 
however he was equalled by fome of his contemporaries, 
but efpecially for his great knowledge of antiquity, the 
multiplicity of his attainments, and his immenfe refearch 
in ancient languages.^^ His Commentary on Solinus, and 


Miltono, p. 34-41, dc Salmafio, p. 41-48, as written with a, beauty of 
llylc, acutenefs of perception, and weight of realbning that would have 
done honour to Tacitus. On Salmafius’s arguments fee Perizonil DifpU’^ 
taiiones^ p. 643-648. A German writer of a life of Salmafius, acknow- 
Jedges that Milton had the better in the conflidl in thclc words—Hans, 
Jack, von, Milton—not to be compared in learning and genius with the 
incomparable Salmafius, jet a prewd and cunning ^azvjer^'' &c. 

Wood aflerts that Salmafius had no reward for his book. He fays,, 
‘the king fent Dr. MorJey, then at Leyden, to the apologift with his 
thanks, but not with a purle of gold, as John Milton the impudent liar 
reported.' Wood^s Atb, Ox, ii. p. 770. See alfo Salmon s Lives of 
the Englip Bpops (Dr. Morlcy), p. 344. Sec Voltaire*s opinion of 
this Controverfv in Sih/e de Louis XIV* Tom, i. p. 135, 234;vo].xxii. 
ed. 1785. 

Toland fays, * What*s worfc than all the reft, he (Salmafius) ap- 
pcar*d on this occafion fiich an abfolute ftranger and bungler in his own 
province, as to open a large field for Milton to divert hiinfclf with his 
barbarous phrafes and folccifms,' vol. i. p. 31. The fa6t is, Salniafius, 
with all his vaft erudition, from a hafty im|jctuofity of mind, committed 
occafionally great miftakes. I have a work of his, in which he makes 
our Saviour born at Jeru/alem. * Autant de Ijvres de fa fa^on, autant 
d'impromptu,’ (fays Vigncul de Marville,) • maisil ne digeroit alTcz bien 
Ics matiercs qu’il traitoit. Cc donnoit au public, ii donnoit tout 
cru, avec dedain, et comme tout cn colere. II fcmbloit jetcr fon Grcc, 
fon Latin, ct toute fa fcience a la tete des gens. Grotius au contraire 
confidcre tout, digere tout, Tordonne, et la range fagement. II refpeae 
et menage fon Icftcun Son erudition eft comme un grand fleuve qui 
fc repand largcment, fait du bien a tout Ic monde. Crefeit cum ampli- 

£ 
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his TreatifedeReHellenifticaare imperifhable monuments 
of his fame, Grotius alone could compete with him; and 
if Grotius were at all inferior, which I know not, in the 

i 

tudine rerum, v 5 s ingenii,’—i. p. 9. D’autrcs ne peuventecrire qu’ala 
hate, et ne Tauroient repafler far Icurs ouvrages. M. de Saumaife ecoic 
dc ce caraflere.’ Gronovius (de Seftcrtiis, p. 4^,) fays of him, ‘ Habebat 
hocvirillc incomparabilis ut ubcrrimo ingenio nulla fufiiceret manus, ct 
ubi inftitucrat fcribcre, nec rcrum, nec verborum n:odum noflet. Sic 
faflum cffet, ut multa illi excidercnt, quae norat ipfc meliin et re£tius 
alio die cradiderat, tradebatque qux, fi paululum attendiiTct animum, 
facile vitafTet/ What the great Scaliger thought of Salmafius, then young, 
may be gathered from the beginning of one of his letters to him (Ep, 
ccxlviii.) * nunquam ab epiftolis tuis difcedo nili doftior: *—a delightful 
charafler ofSalmafius is given by the learned Huet, in his Commentar, de 
Rebus ad Eum (Sc) pcrtin. p. 125—130, who fays, ‘Si quis ccrtc ani- 
mum cjus atque mores ex fcriptis aeftimare velit, arrogans fuilTc videatur, 
contumax, hbique prefidens; at in ufu, et confuctudine vitae, nihil 
placidius, nihil micius, comis ad hxc, urbanus, ct oflicii plcnus, verum 
benignitati ejus ac quicti multum ofEciebat uxor impcriofa Anna Mer- 
cera,’ and then he proceeds to give an account how Salmafius’s wife in¬ 
filled, when he was prefented at the court of Chriftina, in dreffing him 
iu fcarlet breeches and gloves^ with a black cap and white feather^ Sal¬ 
mafius told him he was very ill with the gout the whole time he was in 
Sweden i that Chriftina uled to come to his bej; and one morning found 
him reading ‘ Libcllum Subturpiculum,* which the alFrighted profcllbr 
hid under the bedclothes; but Chriftina fearched for it and got it; and, 
being delighted with it, called in a young and beautiful lady of the name 
of‘Sparra,* whom flie made to read aloud the paflages thatpleafed her: 
and while the girl bluflied at her talk, the Queen and her attendants 
were convulfed with laughter. Huct faw at Salmafius’ houfc the girl 
‘Pontia,* and fays flic was ‘falls elcgans.* His account of the amour of 
Morus with this girl is not fo unfavourable as Milton’s; in fafl, he made 
Morus fign a paper to marry her, but the paffion and intemperance of 
Salmafius* wife rendered all interference* unfiiccefsful. Morus was ill in 
Salmafius* houfe, and Pontia nurfed him, which was the beginning of 
the acquaintance. An epitaph on Salmafius is given in V. Paravicini 
Sing, dc Viris Erud, (1713) p. 201, in the bombaftic ftyle of the time. 

Ingens cxigua jacet hac fub mole fepultus 
Afiertor Regum, numinis atque pugil 

Finivit Spadx vitam Salmafius holpes 
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extent of his information, he far excelled Salmafius in 
the corredlnefs of his judgment, the diftribution of his 
knowledge, and the more luminous arrangement of his 
erudition. Grotius was an elegant poet and an enlight¬ 
ened philofopher, as well as a profound fcholar; and the 
names of thefe two jlluftrious men were in commendation 
not often disjoined. Selden fpeaks of Grotius, * as the 
greateft, the chief of men,’ and of Salmafius as * moft ad¬ 
mirable to whom he wilhed much more to be like than 
to be the moft eminent perlbn for riches and honour in 
the world; and Cardinal Richelieu declared, that Bigno- 
nius, Grotius, and Salmafius were the only perfons of that 
age whom he looked upon as arrived at the higheft pitch 
of learning. The learned Gataker confidered him worthy 
of the appellation beftowed on Picus Mirandula, ‘ The 
miracle of the age he lived in.’"^ Such was the antago- 
nift whom Milton had been commanded to meet. The 
work which the exiled monarch required from the critic 
was pjfobably fbmewhat beyond the circle of his ftudies; 
he wrote alfo on the unpopular fide; and fome among 
his friends neither admired the motive, nor anticipated the 
fuccefs of his undertaking,”* for Salmafius was himfelf a 


Trajeflum cincrcs olTaque triftc tenet. 

Quod mortali fuit periit, pars altera coelis 
Reddita, fit major, doftior efle nequit. 

For Letters from Chriftina to Salmafius in the Ottoboni Palace at 
Rome, fee Keyjler's Travels, vol. iii. p. 147. For his alleged intrigues 
and conduft in Sweden, fee JuglerVs BibL Ilijior. T. i. p. 3 51, and fee 
alfo Recueil de quelques Pieces curieufes de la Reine Chrijiine, p. Z95, 
printed at Cologne among the Recueil des Hijloires Gulujiies, izmo* 

^ See Anfwer to Lilie^ p. 85. 410. 

^ See Sarravii EpifioU, p. 224, his love and admiration of Salmafius 
evince qualities in that great man that commanded efteem. ' De Salma- 
fio quid dicam ? ad cum quippe me vocas. Prxeipiti Oftobri cjus in 
amplexus ivi. Cum co vivere amcm e: obeam libens. Vis plura? Si 
per impollibile cutquam mortalium erigantur unquam altaria, mihi Deus, 
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prefbytenan,and had written againft epifcopacy. Hobbes 
fays, * he is unable to decide whole language is beft, or 
whole argument worft/ and certainly the queftion is too 

Deus ille, fuavilTime Fabric!. Dc omnigena do£lrinaf moribufque huma- 
niffimistibicompcrtanarrarc nihil attinct,* p. 32. Seealfohis Eptftle 
to AL More, In his J40th, fpeaking of the death of Grotius, he fays, 
*Utri veftrum, Te Grotiumque intelligo, debeatur hujus fxculi princi- 
patus litcrarius; dcccrnct ventura ^tas/ In the 198th Letter Sarravius 
firft mentions the fubjcil of Salmafius’s defence, which he applauds. 
*Laudotamen animi tui gencrofum propofitum, quo nefandum fcelus 
apertc damnare fulHncs.* Then he mentions that Bochart intended 
' eandem Spartam ornarc/ but had been difluaded. In the zoSrh, ^De 
tuo pro infelice Rege Apologetico folens facis, qui facis quod libet, et 
amicorum confilia fpernis.^ In the 214th he has feen his work, * Omni- 
no magnus eft ifte tuus labor, et iftam materiam profunde meditatus cs.' 
In the 216th he fays, ‘Tuarn defenfionem quod fpcilat, dolendumeflet 
in ipfis nafeendi primordiis interire.’ In the 222nd he fpeaks of the fifth 
edition of Salmafius’s work : in the 223rd he complains that a copy had 
not been fent to Charles’s widow. ‘ Quamvis enini, inquiebat, fit in re 
minime lauta, tamcn potuifie folvcre pretium tabellarii, qui illud attu- 
liflct.’ The 228ih is the letter fo often quoted, beginning 'Tcergo 
habemus reum fatentem.* Sarravius differed from him in his defence of 
Epifcopacy. July 1648 he tells him ‘ vos amis ie plaigncnt, que vous ne 
faites rien de cc dont ils vous prient, et que vos ennemis au contrairc ont 
Favantage de vous fairc ccrirc de cc qu’il leur pl#itfrom a careful perufal 
of the correfpondence connefled with this fubjeft, 1 am convinced chat 
the effeft faid to be produced by Milton’s defence on Salmafius, and on 
his reputation has been prodigioufiy overrated, Salmafius feems at that 
time to have been as much interefted about other works which he had 
in hand, and cfpccially about condufting fafely and commodioully his 
journey to Sweden, and prcfcrving his health in tl it cold climate. It 
muftalfo be obferved that whatever More’s moral charadter Was, he ftood 
in high efteem and reputation in the learned world, and that Milton’s 
attack therefore aftedled him deeply. See 7 an, tabri, Epifiol, Ixvi. lib. i. 
ed. 1674, p. 219. A full and impartial account of him may be read 
in Bayle^sDtB. Art.' Morus.’ Arch. Blackburne calls More the Atter^ 
bfiry.^ or rather the Dodd of his age. v. Mem, of HoHiSy p. 522. On 
A. More, fee Alberti Oratio de Poeji Tbeologis utiliy p. 404, ' Quis 

Bezam/ &c. v. Opufcula de Ratione Studiorum, 8vo. See a Note by 
Prof. Wyttenbach on A. More, and in PlutarcVs Moralia, T. i. 
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often loft fight of in difcufling the niceties of verbal con- 
ftrudlion,®" or in perfonal altercation; nor is the argument 
difpofed with the calm and comprehenfive views of the 
ftatefman and philolbpher. That Milton’s fame, how¬ 
ever, was widely and honourably extended by this per¬ 
formance, no doubt can be entertained, it was 

In Liberty's defence, a noble tafk, 

Of which all Europe rang from fide to fide; 

but that Salmafius iufFered difgrace at the court of Chrif- 
tina; that he was difmifled with contempt, or confidered 
as defeated with difhonour,refts upon no valid authority/' 
Milton in his Second Defence exprefsly allowed, that the 
queen, attentive to the dignity of her ftation, let the ftranger 
experience no diminution of her former kindnefs or muni¬ 
ficence. The health of that illuftrioiis fcholar had long 
been languifiling under his unremitted labours. He was 
afflided with gout if not. with flione, and he went to feek 
relief from the mineral waters of Spa (which he was fup- 
pofeef to have drunk improperly), where he died. The 
queen had offered him large appointments^^ to remain in 

On Milton’s Latinity, fee Morhof's Po/yhijl, T. i. p. 301*2. 
It was faid that Salmafius Hole from Scbickard's JuJ\ Ilebr, Reg. See 
Morboft vol. ii. p. 562. Sec Jugicri in his BibUoibeca Hiflorua. vol. i. 
p, 632, who intended to give an hiftorical and literary critkifm on this 
''ontrover/y. ‘ Salmafio,* fays Morbof, ^nonnunquani o-o-vo/xa cxcude- 
runt.' See vol. i. p. 280 and 828. 

Other fcholars were attrafted to the court of Sweden by the pro- 
mifes held out by Chriftina, and by her character, but few could bear 
the feverity of the climate. Dcfcartes died from its elFedls. G. Naude alfo 
went, but returned from the fame caufe. See CEuvres de BQileau^voX.xCu 
p. 417, note. Grotius alfo was in Sweden. Frenfhemius was attraftedto 
Stockholm. See Jugkrts 5 . Hift. vol. iii. p, 2058. Mcibomius alfo was 
there* See Chamfort^s (Euvres^ vol, ii. p. 238, on Chriftina’s caprices 
Ihown to Dcfcartes. See Mad. Motteville*s Memoires, vol. i. p. 378- 

He had a penfion of 40,000 livres from Sweden. It may ailonilh 
fomc of my readers to know that Saimafius was a republican^ * Placcbat 



LIFE OF MILTON, 


Ixxiv 

Sweden, and greatly regretted his departure; but the 
coldnefs of the climate was injurious to him : and [after 
his death, flie wrote a letter full of concern for his lofs, 
and refpedl for his memory.; the flander firft thrown out 
in the Mercurius Politicus,^* and fo frequently repeated, 
ought no longer to be believed. Salmafius went full of 
years and honours to his grave.^® 

The purpofe of Salmafius"® was to fupport the doftrine 


Salmafio relpublica/ He was invited by the Univerfity of Oxford to 
fettle there on very handfome terms: ' and,' fays his biographer, * he 
would have gone * niii aliquid ab eo pctiiirent, quamvis beatiffirna condi- 
none, quod cum ad nationis utilitatem ipeflarct, non crat tamcn ad ge« 
nium iplius;’ but fo far was Salmalius, as aflMilton’s biographers aiTert, 
from being a flavifli admirer of kings or regal governments, that 'Bata- 
viam hac in parte prx Anglia preferebat quod majorem femper in ref^ 
publica quam in regna libertatem effe judicaret.’ v. Fit, Salma/, p. xvi. 
It was not folely on account of his fuperior learning that Salmaiius was 
feledled by the adherents of Charles, but that feme of his previous wri¬ 
tings on matters conncdled with the Church and the fe£ls, had produced 
much effed in England. ' DiiTertatio de epifeopis et prelbyteris multum 
juverat optime fentientes (in Britannia) in abrogando jure Epifeoporum, 
quod multi cx proccribus, ct viris primariis ultro cum gratiarum adlionc 
teftati funt:' and it appears that he was in thc^abit of being confultcd 
on ecclcfiaftical affairs by the perfons of rank and influence in England, 

' Confilium Salmafii fepius per deputationes implorarunt regni proceres.* 

^ Mercurius Polidcus of Marchraont Needham, Milton's friend, com¬ 
menced June 9, 1649, ended April 1660. 

It is curious to read the account of this controverfy in the Abbe 
D*Artign /5 Memoires de Litterature^ See, 17^ T, ii. p. 173, where 
he fays, * The difputc of Salmafius was referved for a writer far below 
him, and unknown in the republic of letters:’ he had the portion of 
thofe, who, efcaping great dangers, at lail perilhed of the blow of feme 
cowardly raw recruit. The Frenchman feems to think that Milton’s attack, 
joined to his wife’s ill-humour, affefled the old fcholargrievoufly; but fee 
D^Olivet, Hiji. dePAcademic Franfai/e, T. ii. p. 377, which isdccifive. 

^ Dr. Symmons has allowed the Ikill and eloquence difplayed in the 
work of Salmalius, vide Life^ p. 356, and has Ihown how much Burke 
was indebted to it« In that ilrange rambling work, T. Hollis’s Me* 
moirs, there is an engraving by Cipriani, reprefenting Milton’s head on 
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of the divine rights of kings: to prove that the king is a 
perfon with whom the fupreme power of the kingdom 
refides, and who is anfwerable to God alone. Milton 
aflerted the undifputed fovereignty of the people. This 
he terms agree&ble to the laws of God, and of nature. 
That by the laws of God, by thofe of nations, and by the 
municipal laws of-' our own country, a king of England 
may be brought to trial and to death; that the laws of God 
do in this exadlly agree with the laws of nature: and that 
this is a fettled maxim of the law of nature never to be 
lhaken, that the fenate and the people are fuperior to 
kings ; and that, if alked by what law, by what right or 
juftice, the king was dethroned, the anfwer is, by that law 
which God and nature have created; that whatever things 
are for the univerfal good of the whole date, are for that 
reafon lawful and juft; and that a people obliged by an 
oath, is difcharged of that obligation, when a lawful prince 
becomes a tyrant, or gives himfelf over to floth and volup- 
tuoufnefs. The rule of juftice, the very law of nature 
difpenfes with fuch a people’s allegiance. That thefe doc¬ 
trines have been always acknowledged by the common 
confent of mankind, he endeavours to prove from the 
hlftory of ancient nations. Thus the kings of the Jews 
were fubjedl to the very fame laws as the people. He 
traces a fimilar belief through Egypt and Perfia, through 
the Grecian hiftory, and the annals of the Roman empire. 
He alleges the authority of the ancient Scriptures, the 
gofpel, and the fathers. He then finds his dodlrine fup- 
ported by the ufage and conftitution of our government 
from the period of the Britifli hiftory, through the Saxon 


a terminus, on which is a medallion fufpended inclofing the portrait of 
Salmaflus; this was a print emblematical of Milton’s viflory, v p. 383. 
See Spanbeitn's Char, of Salmafius in Mifcetunca Leibnitziana, p. 100; 
alfo Haeket's Life of Abp. Williams, p. 14. 30. 



bxvi 


LIFE OF MILTON. 

and Norman times, and traces the fupreme power of the 
legiflative aflembly to the reign of Charles. Such is a faint 
outline of his argument; in this work he openly accufes 
Buckingham of having poifoned King James, and after¬ 
wards even makes a bolder alTertion, tltat Charles was 
acceflbry to the crime.^^ 

The firft reply to Milton’s Defenfio Populi was**^ pub- 
lifhed in 1651. Milton, who affifted his nephew Philips 
in the anfwer, was willing to confider it as the produdion 
of that diftinguifhed prelate, Bramhall, whom he treats 
with the fame coarfenefs of farcafm, and violence of invec¬ 
tive which had been employed againft Salmafius, imputing 
to him the greatell excefles, and the pradbice of the moft 
degrading vices. BramhalP^ had difowned the writing 
imputed to him, but the real author was not dlfcovered 
till the induftry of Mr. Todd brought the fecret to light. 
He proves to be one John Rowland, and calls himfelf 
‘ Paftor Ecclefiae particularis.’ In this tradl the accufation 
of the death of James the Firft by poifon is repeated. 

A perfon named Jeanes or Janes publiflicd an anfwer to Milton’s 
Eikonoklaftcs in the year of the Reiloration, l66(^ This book was brought 
out again under the title of Salmafius, his deftruclion of the Diabolical 
Rebel Milton ”—intending thereby to pafs it off as a Tranflation of SaU 
mafius’ Pofthumous Work, ad Joannem Milionium refponfio. It was in 
faft the fame work and the fame edition as that brought out by Janes, 
with the exception of the title and a leaf of iddrefs to the reader. 

In the original editions of the Defenfio Populi, and Defenfio Se- 
cunda, the name of the author is printed Joannis Miltonl, uc. Milconii; 
he therefore differed from thofe who would render the Englilh termina¬ 
tion * on,* by ‘onus^ in Latin. 

Sec extraft from Bijbop BrambalPs Letter to bis May, 1654, 

* That filly book, which he aferibes to me, was written by one John 
Rowland, who fince hath replied upon him. I never read a word either 
of the firft book or the reply in my life/ v. Toid^s Life^ p. 83; alfo 
fee Bemannt Catalog, Bill. fua. T. iii. p. 781. Job. Rewlandi 
Pclemica et Irenica pro Rege et Populo Anglicano^ adverfus Job. Milto^ 
num^ 1653 fine loco. 
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Next year (1652) appeared *Regii Sanguinis clamor 
ad cffilum adverlus Parricidas Anglicanosthis work was 
written by Peter du Moulin, a Frenchman, afterwards 
Prebendary of Canterbury, but A. More, who had the 
care of the publication, was treated by Milton as the real 
author. The miftake was afterwards difcovered, but Mil- 
ton had exhaufted his inventive againft More, and fuffered 
Du Moulin to efcape,®^ Alexander More was a Scotchman 
by birth, fettled in France, and was the fon of the prin¬ 
cipal of the Proteftant College of Caftres in Languedoc. 
He was a perfonof talent and learning, but more eminently 
diftinguifhed as a brilliant though eccentric preacher. It 
was an unfortunate hour for him when he threw the fhield 
of his name to protedl Du Moulin’s writings, for More’s 
perfonal charadter was open to remark. I-Ie had, it ap¬ 
pears, entered into a love-intrigue at Leyden, with an 
Englifh girl, who is called Pontia, and who was waiting- 
maid to the wife of Salmafius.^ This occafioned much 


^ See Du Moulin'5 Latin Poems, p. 140; and L'E/prit de G. Patin, 
p. 64. P. du Moulin, one of the moll dillinguiflied pallors of the re¬ 
formed Church in Franoc, during the l6th and 17th centuries, left an 
Autograph Memoir, or rather Collcflion of Anecdotes, bcliind him, 
which is now in the hands of Mons. Marron of Paris, and will fliortly 
be publillicd. See Foreign F>ttart. Rev. No. XVI. p. 512. 

^ The wife of Salmafius was a great Ihrew, but fhe had a high opi¬ 
nion of her hulband. II fe laillbit domincr par unc fcmmc hautaine et 
chagrine, qui fc vantoit d’avoir pour mari, mais non pour iiiditre ‘ le plus 
favant de tons les nobles^ ct le plus noble de tons les favans.* v. Hue- 
tiana, p. x. The 88th Letter of Sarravius opens a curious domeftic 
pidlure of Salmafius’s family. He had, it appears, applied to Sarravius 
to procure him fbme maid-fervants, and his friend fairly anfwers him. 

‘ Timeo ne itineris difficultates, cum uxoris tute moribus multas deter- 
reant.’ Salmafius was prefented with the order of St. Michael by Louis 
XIII. hence Milton calls him *Eques.’—The biographers of Milton 
have taken their account of Salmafius chiefly from N. Heinfius, without 
keeping in mind that Heinfius was his bitter and implacable enemy. Not 
wilhing to give ofience, Hill I mull fay, that not one of thofe who have 
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domeftic difpute and jealoufy in the houfe of the learned 
profeflbr, and became the fubjeft of raillery in the corre* 
ipondence of the friends of Salmafius. It appears alfo, 
that a Hmilar adventure with a fervant maid^ of the name 
of Claudia Peletta, with whom More is accufed of in¬ 
triguing before and after her marriage, was the occafion 
of his leaving Geneva; and a third amour, with a young 
female domeftic of the name of Tibaltiana, is alfo men¬ 
tioned. Milton did not Ipare his enemy on the fide 
where he was fo much expofed; and More ftirunk from 
the bitter ftorm of inveftive, farcafm, and irony, that his 
indignant antagonift poured on all fides upon him.®® 

The ‘Second Defence’ is one of the moft interefting 
of Milton’s writings.’”^ Johnfon has quoted from it the 
eloquent eulogy on Cromwell: the charadter of Bradlhaw 
is drawn with all the Ikill and power of Clarendon, and 
prefents a noble portrait of the intrepid regicide; and 
the addrefs to Fairfax has for ever exalted the charadler, 
and dignified the memory of that illuftrious foldier. I 


written on this controvcrfy fccms to me to be •'cally acquainted with the 
works or charadlcr of Salmafius. Sec alfo Heinfii Poem, Lat, 152. 
165. 

In Sarravii Eptftola are many addrelTed with refpeft and efieem 
to AI. More. He fccms not to have been permanently injured by Mil¬ 
ton's attack, and he would hardly be recognized as the fame per/on in 
the party-ftatement of Milton, and the iinpa* ‘ial life by Baylc. A copy 
of Latin verfes by A. More, addrefled to N. Heinfius, is in the Adopti^ 
vorum Carmina, p. 19. Sec alfo Huetii Carmina^ p. 33. ed. Graevii. 
V. Reimanni CataL BibL Ju^Cy voh iii. p. 401. 

Sec Talfourd's Memoirs of Charles Lamby vol. i. p. 242, a Letter 
from Lamb to Coleridge, on a paflage in tnc Second Defence on hiscon- 
folations on his blindnefs which had been' made a reproach to him. 

•The firjl Defence is the greateft work among them, becaufe it is 
uniformly great, and fuch as is befitting the very thought of a great 
nature, fpeaks for itfelf. But the lecond Defence, which is but a facri- 
fice offplendid epifodes, flightly tied together, has one pafTageZ&c. 
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fhall add Milton’s commemoration of other names, not 
lefs celebrated in the hiftory of that eventful time. * Firft 
you, Fleetwoody whom I have known to have been always 
the fame in the humanity, gentlenefs, and benignity of 
your difpofition, from the time you firft entered on the 
profeffion of a foldier, to your obtainment of thofe mili¬ 
tary honours, the next only to the firft, and whom the 
enemy has found of dauntleft valour, but the mildeft of 
conquerors; and you, Lamberty who, when a young man 
at the head of a mere handful, of men, checked the pro- 
grefs of the Duke of Hamilton, attended with the power 
and ftrength of the Scotti/h youth, and kept him at 
check; you, Dejborow, and you, Whalleyy whom, when¬ 
ever I heard or read of the fierceft battles of this war, I 
always expedled and found among the thickeft of the 
enemy; you, Overtofiy who have been connedled with 
me for thele many years, in a more than brotherly union, 
by fimilitude of ftudies, and by the fweetnefs of your 
manners. In that memorable battle of Marfton Moor, 
when our left wing was routed, the chief officers looking 
back in their flight beheld you keeping your ground with 
your infantry, and'repelling the attacks of the enemy 
amid heaps of flain on both fides; and afterwards in the 
war in Scotland, no fooner were the fliores of Fife occu¬ 
pied, under the aufpices of Cromwell, with your troops, 
?nd the way opened beyond Stirling, than both the 
weftern and the northern Scots acknowledged you for the 
humaneft of enemies, and the fartheft Orcades for their 
civilizing conqueror. I will yet add fome, whom, as dif- 
tinguiffied for the robe and arts of peace, you have no¬ 
minated as your counfellors, and who are known to me 
either by fricndftiip or reputation. Whitlocke, Pickering, 
Strickland, Sydenham, and Sydney®** (an illuftrious name 


Sydneio Sacrum. 
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which I rejoice has fteadily adhered to our fide), Mon¬ 
tague, Lawrence, both men of the firfl: capacity, and po- 
liflied by liberal ftudies, befides numberlefs other citizens, 
diftinguiftied for their rare merits, feme for their former 
fenatorial exertions, others for their military fervices.’ A 
fplendid eulogy rewarded the virgin queen of the north, 
the daughter of Adolphus, for the praife (he was reported 
to have given to Milton’s defence, and the magnanimity 
which led her to read and even to applaud what feemed 
written againft her own right and dignity.®® 

Fluflied with his victory,'*® and proud of the great re¬ 
putation which he had acquired, Milton opened his Second 
Defence with a triumphant anticipation of the fentence 
that would be pafled on it: * He now,’ he fays, ‘ feels 
himfelf not in the forum, or on the roftrum, furrounded 
by a fingle people only, whether Roman or Athenian, 
but as it were by liftening Europe, confiding and pafling 
judgment. He addrefles himfelf to all fittings and aflem- 
blies, wherever are to be found men of the higheft autho¬ 
rity, wherever there are cities and nations. He imagines 
himfelf fet out on his travels, that he beholds from on 
high tratfts beyond the feas, and wide extended regions, 
that he beholds countenances ftrange and numberlefs, and 
all in feelings of mind, his cloleft friends and neighbours. 


I would wifh to remove the impreffion, if fuch exifts, that Saltna- 
fius entered into this controverfy as an advocate of the regal rights, from 
interejled motives, without a conviilion of the juftied of his caufe. The 
death, if not the dethronement of Charles, excited great horror and in¬ 
dignation in other nations $ with what feelings Salmafius came to his 
talk may be judged by tlie language which N. Heinfius ufes on this 

fubjeft, fee his Poematn^ Lib, ii. 4. p. 43 » P* ^ 4 * P* 79 > 
X. p. 82. Syh. Lib. iii. p- 192. * Antipbata dignus Rege Brit annus 

erat' 

See Arguments taken from Milton and the mnters on James and 
William 111 , in Fabricii Centuria Plagiorum^ p. 56, 4to. 
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Wherever there are natures free, ingenuous, magnani¬ 
mous, either they are prudently concealed or openly pro- 
fefled. Some favour in filence, others give their fuffrages 
in public. Some haften to receive me with (bouts of ap- 
plaufe, others, In fine, vanquilhed by truth, furrender 
themfelves captive. Encompafled by fuch countlefs mul¬ 
titudes, it feems to me, that from the columns of Hercules, 
to the fartheft borders of India, that, throughout this vaft 
expanfe, I am bringing back, bringing home to every na¬ 
tion liberty, (b long driven out, fo long an exile; and, as 
is recorded of Triptolemus of old, that I am importing 
fniits for the nations from my own city, but of a far 
nobler kind than thofe fruits of Ceres. That I am fpread- 
ing abroad among the cities, the kingdoms, and nations, 
the reftored culture of civility and freedom of life.’ 

He had been reproached by his adverfaries with his 
blindnefs; and his aiifwer to the charge can be read by no 
one without high admiration of the magnanimity of his 
mind, and the ftrength of his piety. To be blind, he fays, 
is not miferable, but not to be able to bear blindnefs, that 
is mifcrable indeed. He calls God to witnefs, the fearcher 
of the inmoft (pirit,^ and of every thought, that he is un- 
confeious of any thing, (though he has vifited all the re¬ 
cedes of his heart) of any crime, the heinoufnefs of which 
could have juftly called down this calamity upon him 
above others. That he has written nothing w hich he was 
not perfuaded at the time, and is ftill perfuaded, was right 
and true, and pleafing to God. And this, without being 
moved by ambition, by lucre, or by glory, but folely by 
a fenfe of duty, of grace, and of devotion to his country. 

* Then let the flanderers (he fays) of the judgments of 
God ceafe their revilings. Let them defift from their 
dreamy forgeries concerning me. Let them know that I 
neither repine at, nor repent me of my lot: that I remain 
fixed, immoveable in my opinion: that I neither believe. 



Ixxxii LIFE OF MILTON, 


nor have found that God is angry: nay, that in things 
of the greateft moment, I have experienced and acknow¬ 
ledge his mercy, and his paternal goodnefs towards me. 
That above all, in regard of this calamity, I acquiefce in 
his divine will, for it is he himfelf who comforts and up¬ 
holds my fpirit, being ever more mindful of what he fhall 
beftow upon me, than of what he lhall deny me. Belides 
how many things are there which I Ihould choofe not to 
fee ? How many which I might be unwilling to fee; and 
how few remaining things are there which I Ihould defire 
to fee. Neither am I concerned at being clafled, though 
you think this a miferable thing, with the blind, with the 
affliAed, with the miferable, with the weak. Since there 
is a hope that, on this account, I have a nearer claim to 
the mercy and protedlion of the fovereign father. There 
is a way, and the Apoftle is my authority, through weak- 
nefs to the greateft ftrength. May I be one of the 
weakeft, provided only in my weaknefs, that immortal and 
better vigour be put forth with greater effedt: provided 
only in my darknefs the light of the divine countenance 
does but more brightly fhine; for then I fhall at once 
be the weakeft and moft mighty; fhall be at once blind, 
and of the moft piercing fight. Thus, through this in¬ 
firmity fhould I be confummated, perfedled. Thus, 
through this darknefs fhould I be enrobed with light. 
And, in truth, we who are blind, are not the laft regarded 
by the providence of God; who, : i we are incapable to 
difcern any thing but himfelf, beholds us with the greater 
clemency and benignity. Woe be to him who injures us ; 
he deferves to be devoted to the public curfe. The divine 
law, the divine favour has made us not merely fecure, 
but, as it were, facred from the injuries of men; nor 
would have feemed to have brought the darknefs upon 
us, fo much by inducing a dimnefs of the eyes, as by the 
overfhadowing of heavenly wings. Befides, as I am not 
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grown torpid by indolence, fince my eyes have delerted 
me, but am ftill adlive, ftill ready to advance among 
the foremoft to the moft arduous ftruggles for liberty ; 
I am not therefore deferted by men even of the fir ft 
rank in the ftate. Thus, while I can derive confolation 
in my blindnefs both from God and man, let no one 
be troubled that I have loft my eyes in an honourable 
caule: and far be it from me to be troubled at it; far 
be it from me to poflefs fo little fpirit as not to be able 
without difficulty to defpife the revilers of my blindnefs, 
or lb little placability as not to be able with ftill lels 
difficulty to forgive them.’ The treatife, after a fuccef- 
fion of paflages of great eloquence and animation, ends 
with a folemn and earneft addrefs to the people of Eng¬ 
land to prove themfelves worthy of the vidtory they have 
gained, and the pofition they have fecured. He warns 
them to derive their liberty not from arms, but from 
piety, juftice, temperance ; in fine, from real virtue, not 
to make war alone their virtue, or higheft glory, or to 
negledt the arts of peace. To banifti avarice, ambition, 
luxury, and all excefs from their thoughts ; fuch is the 
warfare of peace. Vidtories hard, it is true, but blamelefs, 
more glorious far than the warlike or the bloody. ‘ As 
for myfelf,’ he fays (fpeaking with fomething of a pro¬ 
phetic Ibrrow), ‘ to whatever ftate things may return, I 
have performed, and certainly with good will, I hope not 
in vain, the fervice which I thought would be of moft ule 
to the commonwealth. It is not before our doors alone 
that I have borne my arms in defence of liberty. I have 
wielded them in a field fo wide that the juftice and reafon 
of thofe which are no vulgar deeds, ftiall be explained 
and vindicated alike to foreign natures and our own 
countrymen. If after achievements fo magnanimous, ye 
bafely fall from your duty, if ye are guilty of any thing 
unworthy of you, be aftured, pofterity will {peak, and 
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thus pronounce its judgment. The foundation was 
ftrongly laid. The beginning, nay, more than the be¬ 
ginning, was excellent, but it will be inquired, not with¬ 
out a difturbed emotion, who raifed the fuperftrudture, 
who completed the fabric ? To undertakings fo grand, to 
virtues fo noble, it will be a fubjedt of grief that per- 
ieverance was wanting. It will be feen that the harveft 
of glory was abundant; but that men were not to be 
found for the work. Yet that there was not wanting one 
who could give good counfel, who could exhort, encou¬ 
rage : who could adorn and celebrate in immortal praifes 
the tranfcendent deeds, and thofe who performed them.’ 
Another piece in which he defends himfelf perfonally 
againft More, and repeats his accufations, is all which is 
neceflary to notice, p. 459." 

That the once celebrated controverfy with Salmafius 
has ceafed to be of public intereft, may be inferred, from 
its feldom or ever being alluded to in thofe works which 
profefledly difcufs the great conftitutional queftions of 
that time. Hobbes faid of thefe treatifes, ‘^They are 
very good Latine both, and hardly to be judged which is 
better; and both very ill reafoning/.and hardly to be 
judged which is worft. Like the declamations, pro and 
for exercife only, in a rhetorical fchool by one and 
the fame man : fo like is a PreH^yterian to an Indepen¬ 
dent.” In faft, each champion placed himfelf on the ex¬ 
treme limits or edge of the pofition he maintained; Sal- 
mafius maintained the indefeafible right, the unlimited 
power, and the irrefponfible nature of the kingly office. 


In noticing Milton’s millake in the ufc of the word ‘ Vapulandus/ 
Johnfon has obfcrvcd that Ker, and fome one before him had remarked 
it. This pcrfon was VavalTor. de Epig. cxxii. p. 154. See Crenii 
jinimad. Fbihlog. izmo. p. 77. **Illud mirum pariicr ct fellivmn quod 
is quo loco et quibus plane verbis attribuit Salmafio folsecifmos^ iifdem 
ipfe folaecifmum^ aut folscciAno flagitium non minus admittat.’* 
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More than half of his bulky and laborious treatife is taken 
up with the difcuflion of the abftradl queftion of the jus 
divinum of kings; and it is only in the eighth chapter 
that he conliders his ground fufficiently prepared for ap¬ 
plying his arguments to the Englilh Monarchy. If we 
look at this treatife of the Leyden Profellbr with the phi- 
lofophical Ipirit of modern hiftory, it can only be confi- 
dered as a little more diftinguifhed by the celebrity of its 
author and his antagonift, and by the greatnefs of the 
occafion that called it forth, than others written on party 
queftions in thofe days, and which attempted to fettle the 
complicated queftions of law and prerogative in modern 
times, on the paradoxes of ancient philofophers, on the 
Jewifli theocracy, on the apoftolical commands, on the 
opinions of the fathers, on the .authorities of councils, and 
all the learned and obfolete lumber of pedantic acquire¬ 
ment. But it wpuld not be fair to expedb that Salmafius 
Ihould have anticipated the knowledge which it took an¬ 
other century to mature. Treatifes on the fame fubjedt, 
and in the fame language as that which he ufed, had ap¬ 
peared before his time ; and the Vindiciae contra Tyran- 
nos of Languet, and the work De jure Regni apud Scotos 
of Buchanan,'*^ are in the fame ftyle of argument, though 
advocating principles the oppofite to his ; and fuhfe- 
quently the reafonings of Salmafius were again revived in 
the elaborate difquifitions of Filmer and Mackenzie. 
The philofopher of Malmelbury alone purfued another 
fyftem ; and, putting afide the afliftance of obfolete au¬ 
thority, which he might confider as ufelefs when op- 
pofed to the unalienable rights of juftice and liberty, 
he laid down certain general principles for the focial co- 


® Buchanan^ fays Gibbon, is tlie earlieft, or at leall the moil cele¬ 
brated of the Reformers wlio has julUfied the tlieory of Rcfiftance- See 
Htft. vol. ii. 

i 


g 
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venant, and prefented his model of government for the 
imitation of ftatefmen and the inftru(Stion of the people. 
Conlidered, however, in relpedl of the time in which it 
was written, and the circumftances, and that it came from 
the pen of a foreigner, and one whole life had been 
chiefly devoted to the ftudy of antiquity and the correc¬ 
tion and explanation of the texts of the Greek and Latin 
writers; it will be a proof, if fuch is wanting, that the 
fame which Salmafius had acquired beyond that of every 
other fcholar of his time for his extenfive erudition was 
juftly bellowed, and that he polTelTed other knowledge 
belides that which is to be found amid the gloflaries and 
grammarians of ancient tongues. That it was not fo po¬ 
pular as the anfwer of Milton, in the reformed countries 
as well as England, in the United States, in Zurich, or at 
Geneva, we may readily believe; in thefe countries the 
literature of Europe was chiefly to be found, and they 
were the head-quarters of republican doftrines. The re¬ 
ception of the rival volumes, however, in foreign nations 
was pretty equally balanced by the contending parties. 
Salmalius’s treatife was fupprelTed at Amllerdam, and 
Milton’s was burnt by the common hangman at Paris and 
Touloule. It excites a fmile at the prefent day to read 
foch refledions as the following, where the wit and the 
confidence are alike confpicuous: Un Anglais nomme 
Jean Milton a repondu a M. de Saumaile; je penfe que 
M. de Saumaife luirepondraT (Vide LEJprit d? G. 
Patin^^. 171.) But the learning and ability with which 

this treatile is compoled, mull fhield it from contempt, 
though they can no longer fave it from negled. If now 
extinft, as to all public curiofity, and opened only occa- 
Itonally by the critic or the biographer, yet it can boaft 
that no common attention had been paid to its authority ; 
and that its importance is declared in the commendation 
of one party, and in the cenfure of another ; its dodrines 
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were oppofed by the greateft Poet of one age, and they 
have been fupported and fandtioned by the greateft Statef^ 
man of another. Salmafius*® might be equally proud of 
the declared hoftllity of Milton, and the ftlent admiration 
of Burke. 

It muft not however be unnoticed, that the enemies of 
Salmalius not only objefted to the whole force and tenor 
of his arguments, but, further, accufed him of plagiarifm ; 
and they aflerted that the reafoning which defended the 
divine right of kings, was borrowed from the great work, 
De Jure Belli et Pads of his contemporary and rival in 
literary fame, Hugo Grotius: a work which that great 
writer commenced when emerging from the gloom of a 
cruel and unjuft captivity, which he carried on amid the 
privations of an unfettled life and uncertain fortune, and 
which at length led him to the fplendours of an honour¬ 
able and illuftrious embafly. Yet fomething more than 
a juft confidence in his own talents and extenfive refources 
would have kept Salmafius from being indebted to a con¬ 
temporary, from whom he was alienated during his life, 
and whole reputation after death he attacked with an un¬ 
relenting and unprovoked hoftility. 

It has been faid that Salmafius loft the favour of Chrif- 
tina, at whole court he was refiding, when Milton’s an- 
fwer appeared; and that his death was caufed by the 
’urtternefs of his fuppofed defeat by an antagonift previoully 


The learned Gataker confidered Salmafius worthy of the appella¬ 
tion bellowed on Pic. Mirandula,—“ the Miracle of the Age he lived 
in.’* See his anfwcr to LUie, p. 85. Sarravius calls him the Cory¬ 
phaeus of facred and profane literature, and Grotius honoured him with 
the title. Super eminentiffime. The fanatical republicans who hated 
his arguments, and the jealoufy of the fcholars who envied his erudition, 
attempted to pull down the noble llatue from the pedellal on which it 
had fo long Hood—but in vain; it ftill rofe in its majeftic proportions 
and colollal lize. 
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unknown. The truth of either of thefe aflertions, too 
haftily aflumed by the biographers of Milton, is more 
than queftionable. It is not at all improbable that the 
capricious Queen of the North may have vexed this old 
fcholar with commendations of his enemy/* and that Ihe 
may have joined in the voice of general praife; but Sal- 
mahus left the court of Stockholm, not from the frowns 
of the Queen, but driven away by the feverity of that 


Salmafius dcfcribes him/elf as fupportcd in his work by the con- 
fcioufncfs of integrity and the intrepidity of truth. Deum teftabor me 
hanc caufam tuendam fufcepide non tantum rogatus, fed quia mcliorcm 
et juiliorem nullam ea me potuifTe defendere confcientia inca mihi fug- 
gcflit, ratio et vcritas docuit, refque ipfa diftavit, &c. It does not ap¬ 
pear cxaftly when the ‘‘ firft bold man dared to talk of bringing the 
King to juilice ; ” but fuch language was heard in 1646 and 1647. 
Berkeley aflerts that the rcfolution was taken at Windfor in a Council 
of officers, foon after the King’s confinement at Carifbrook, See Aftf- 
feres^s Tra^s, i. 383, and Hallam^s ConJl» Hijloryy ii. 302, Mr. Bowles 
confiders that Milton was the firft who cried out for nationaljufticif in 
his Exordium of Defenfio Populi; that Cromwell feized the idea, and 
that the King was hurried to judgment. He ingenioufly finds a corro¬ 
boration of this opinion in the motto of Milton, in his lall addrefs to the 
people, when it was determined by the who^c voice of the Nation to 
execute the exiled King. The motto as appears in Milton’s works 

-Et nos 

Conlilium dedimus Scyllce. 

Sec Bowles*i Life of Ken, vol. i. pp. 87, 156, &c. and his Laft Days 
of Cbillingzvorth, p. 12. I find a note in n./ copy of Milton, that Sir 
Thomas Philiipps prefented the Royal Society of Literature with ex- 
irafls from MS. Letters of Milton to Cromwell^ purporting to be the 
Iketch of a republic, which he had deviled as a model of perfeftion. 
Has this letter been publiffied? Is it generally known that the State Let¬ 
ters of Milton were not only tranflated by J. Philips, but by foine other 
writer, and printed abroad, with curious interpolations? The original 
Latin was publiffied in 1676. The Anon. Tranflaiion, i68z, 410. and 
Philips’s in 1694. Refer particularly to p. 88 of the 410, and p. 236 
of Philips. In Todd's Life of Milton^ p. i 3 o, it is faid that the Latin 
letters were given not accurately. 
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iron climate. There, at the fame Court, Defcartes died 
from the efFcdts of a Northern winter. Naudaeus, an¬ 
other eminent fcholar who had been fummoned there by 
the fame authority, was obliged for the fame caufe to re 
tire to the South. Grotius, then refident in Sweden, 
mentions, " ilia Mundi pars quam fibi frigidus feptentrio 
fepofuit,”—“il ne pourroit pas fouffrir fair froid dc Suede. 
L’air de Stokolm lui etoit contraire.” The biographer 
of Salmafius aflerts that, unable to bear the climate, ** he 
was always in bed with a fire in his room.” Hence the 
joke of Philips, “ In Suecorum aula jam diu friget." 
We have before us a volume of Latin poetry by that 
unfortunate and inconfiderate writer, who too rafhly lent 
his name to protedl the charafter of another—Poemata 
Alexandri Mori, 1669, 4to. in which is an epitaph on 
Salmafius (p. 122), and the laft couplet of which lets at 
reft the fubjed of Chriftina’s treatment of him— 

Poftquam Chriftina colitur—nihil addo—quid ultra 
Periulit ad laudes illa^ vel ille fuas ? 

In this volume is no allufion to the controverfy with Mil- 
ton, except as juft mentioned in the lines on Salmafius, 
p. 123. As regards his death, it did not take place till 
three years after this time, and after his Anfwer to Mil- 
ton had been nearly completed. Salmafius was advanced 
in years, was of a very weak conftitution, was worn out 
with a life of hard ftudy, enfeebled by gout, probably 
injured by his refidence and by the fnows of Stockholm ; 
he went to Spa for its medicinal waters, and there this 
Monfter of Erudition ” died. Chriftina’s high regard 
of him is fhown beyond all difpute, in the aflfedlionate 
and zealous letter which fhe fent to the widow, in which 
Ihe repeats, that fhe had all the fentiments of love to 
him, as to a father; and was deeply interefted in the . 
glory of his reputation : fhe falls foul of the widow for 
burning his manuferipts. The biographers of Milton 
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might have profitably fpent a few hours on the volume 
of Sarravius." While it is confefled that Milton’s lan¬ 
guage, in this famous treatife, defcended into the indecent 
groflhefs of perfonal abufe, it yet may be fgiid that fuch was 
the tone and temper, not only of the controverfial writers, 
but even the fcholars of the day; that he had not ex¬ 
ceeded the fcurrilous and violent declamations of the fana¬ 
tical preachers and the angry bark of their feditious pul¬ 
pits, South fays—“ It was the pulpit that fupplied the 
field with fwordfmen and the Parliament Houfe with in¬ 
cendiaries.” Probably it was expedled of him^ as the 
public champion of the great and holy caufe, that his 
tone fhould be uncompromifing and decifive; that he 
fiiould blow aloud the blaft of defiance and contempt to 
the enemies of Sion; while the fevere and farcaftic lan¬ 
guage which his opponent had applied to the leaders of 
the fanatical party, and to their motives and principles, 
had goaded him into perfonal recrimination. Had the 
heart of Milton,” fays Mr. D’lfraeli, beat as coldly on 
the death of Charles as Ludlow’s, his democratic feelings 
might be relpedted. But that this great tragic genius, 
having witnefied this folemn fcene df Majefty in its laft 
afflidion, fhould have ridiculed and calumniated and belied 
it as the meaneft of the mob,—who would credit this, 
had it been a fecret anecdote hitherto.concealed from the 
public eye ? Milton, in his celebrated Defence of the 

^ In his Anfwer written at Spa, after his return from Sweden, Sal- 
mafiusfpeaks of ChrilUna withpraife :—“ faciliores aditus habct et mol- 
liora fandi tempora,” &c. p. 225. When Ihc relinquilhed her crown 
and retired to Rome, flie was equally the patronefs of the Italian fcho-^ 
lars. Chrillinte Regins nihil magis Istabile in orbitatc regni videri 
folcbat, quam celebrari a magni npminis poetis. Prster csteras enim 
et erat et habebatur.” Sec Fabronis Vita Filicaia, vol. vii.' 
p. 296, and elfewhere; and The Anti-Baillet of Menage, T. i. cap. 
iii. p. 15, on the fubjefl of Salmafius’s learning, his reputation, Chrif- 
tina’s admiration of them—the calumny of her negleft, and hb death. 
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People, treats Charles the Firft as a mere aStor ftriving— 
Veluti poets, aut hiftrionis deterrimi plaufum in iplb 
exitio ambitiofilltme captare. In the kingly calmnefs of 
Charles’s death he fees but a player's exity a paltry mime’s 
ambition to be clapped on retiring from the ftage—the 
artificial decency of a theatrical Caefar’s fall!” It muft, 
however, be recolleded that he was goaded to place this 
theatrical mafk on the face of Charles, by Salmaiius hav¬ 
ing brought prominently forward the patriotic feelings 
which were declared from the fcafFold by the dying mon¬ 
arch, and having reproached the enemies of Charles with 
the generous forgivenefs of his nature, and his inextin- 
guifhable love of the people who had condemned him to 
a traitor’s death. It was reprefented as the forgivenefs 
from the Crofs. It was impofTible that Milton could let 
this pafs unnoticed or unrebuked ; if he could not deny 
the words, which was out of his power, he could only 
give them an ignominious interpretation and throw the 
ridiculous over the fublime. Milton knew the fenti- 
ments of thofe who employed him in his talk ; and he 
was prepared to fatisfy them, perhaps he fully fhared in 
them. The words of Salmafius are, "Quantum magis 
non honore (titulo Parentis Patriae) et elogio dignus Ca¬ 
rolus qui populi ingrati tantum amorem et tale ftudium, 
non folum tota vltz.—J'ed etiam in ip/a morte tejlatus ejl 
To have left this unexplained, would have been to de¬ 
prive the wafp of everything—but his fting. Mr. D’lf- 
raeli confiders the ftern Republicanifm and the perjonal 
hatred of Charles, which fo ftrongly charadterized Mil- 
ton, to have been early imbibed from his firft tutor 
Young—" the Puritan in EfTex who cut his hair fhort ” 
—as well as from his fecond, Alexander Gill, who was 
alfo his beloved friend and a fiery Revolutionift ; whofe 
language was in " the vulgar tone of the loweft Demo¬ 
cracy.” Milton’s conftant objedlions to Salmafius, inde- 
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pendent of mere verbal abufe, were that he was only a 
grammarian and word-catcher—grammaticum hominem; 
that he was a ftranger, and had no right to intermeddle 
with our national difputes, and that he was expofed to 
the juft charge of inconfiftency, in now*uphoIding that 
hierarchy, againft which, as well as the papal power, he 
had fo lately declared his deliberate opinion in a large 
and elaborate treatife. Milton attributes the private vex¬ 
ations and public dilgrace and defeat, as he calls it, of 
Salmafius, to his having deferred his old opinions for the 
fake of gain. We muft place againft this the folemn 
appeal of Salmafius, at the end of his Defence—** Deum 
teftabor me hanc caufam fufeepifie non tantum quia roga- 
tuSf fed quia meliorem et juftiorem nullam ea me potuifle 
defendere confeientia mea mihi fuggeflit; ratio et veritas 
docuit, refque ipfa didavit,” &c. We may add, as a 
conclufion on this fubjed, that a perfon named Jeanes, or 
Janes, publiftied an anfwer to Milton’s Iconoclaftes, under 
a title which we now cannot remember; but that, in the 
year of the Reftoration 1660, this fame book was brought 
out again under the title of “ Salmafius his detedion of 
the diabolical Rebell Milton,” intending to pafs it off as 
a Tranflation of Salmafius’ Pofthumous Work—“ad 
Joannem Miltonum Refponfio it is in fad the fame 
book and the fame edition as that brought out by Janes, 
with the exception of the title, and a leaf of addrefs to 
the reader. We lhall here infert wnat Salmafius fays in 


^ In this treatife, Salmafius alludes more than once to fome Dutch¬ 
men who had written againft him, and whom he treats with contempt, 
**qui lotam atatem contriverunt in Claudiano et Ovidio cvolvendo, ct 
nihil prxterca bonorum auftorum legcrunt.” This perfon (though 
unnamed) was Daniel Heinfius. See pp. 26, 53. The ftrange name 
at p. 28, ‘‘ Hugo Poni,” is meant for Hugh Peters. 

This pofthumous Treatife of Salmafius is fcarce, and feldom found 
with the others* Dr. Symmons, in his Life of Milton, fays he never 
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bis unfiniibed AnfWer relating to the errors in Milton’s' 
Latin Poetry : 

** Sed quis ille Miltonus ? Unde domo ? Quis enim 
audivit hominem, ante banc fuam defenfionem pro P. 
Anglicano ? Earn et multi negant ilium audtorem debere 
agnofcere, nifi folo titulo. Confcriptam enim efle a Ludi 
magiftro quodam Gallo de trivio, qui Londini Pueros 
nihil lapere docet. Nam Miltonum ipfum qui penitus 
noverunt Latine fcire, aut fcribere poflc, ferio negant. 
Ego aliter fentio. Nam fi Poeta eft Miltonus, et non 
* humilis quidem fpiritus, cur non etiam orator efle queat 
difertus ? At de Poeticas Muftaceo kureolam fibi quas- 
flfle, poemata ejus arguunt, in quibus Patrem Juum Je 
poetam genuifle gloriatur. Non meliorem tamen Poetam 
efle, quam civem inde apparet, quod ut mains civis, con¬ 
tra leges Patriae peccat, perduelles ejus defendendo, ita 
et pejimus Poeta J<epius leges Metricas violat, breves pro 
longis, et longas pro brevibus ponendo. Sic ultimam in 
quotannis corripit, primam in paruijfet, etiam primam in 
SemifraSlaj et in nomine Op;V, fecundam in Jacobus. 
Alia multa paflim in iis committit, quae et Grammaticam 
et Latinitatem laeddnt. Belgia illi eft pro Belgio. Sic 
Gallium poflet dicere pro G^xK^Jurdere ad preces. Aves 
augures appellat, cur non etiam aucupes aves dicentur; 
Jlelliparum Coelum appellat, qui ftellas fcilicet pariat. 
Alia infinita funt, quae omitto, ut verfus abnormes, qualis 
ifte eft,—‘Et callebat avium linguas.’—Tametfl aetatem 

law it; it is called Apologia contra Miltonum pro Defenllone Regia; 
it was written at Spa; without the afliftance of his library. Can it be 
believed that in Chaudon’s Difl. Biographique, the writer of the Life 
of Sautnaife Ihould have the audacious impudence to aflert that the 
Defenfio Regia begins in thefe words—“Anglais, vous qui renvoyezles 
tetes des rois comme dcs balks de paume, qui jouez a la boule avec les 
couronnes, et qui vous Icrvez dcs feeptres comme de marottes,” &c. 
Has this palled into the lad edition pi the Biog. Univerfelle i 
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illis, qua fcripta funt, non appofuiflet, facile tamen per- 
fjpicere poteramus pueri efle poSmata. Sed Puerilia errata 
prxftare debet jam Vir, cum et paucos abhinc annos re- 
cudi Londini curaverit.’^ 

Salmafius could difcover the errors in Milton’s Latin 
Poetry, but the general elegance of the language, and 
the claUlcal beauty of the images and expreffions entirely 
efcaped him. The old Grammarian hugged himfelf with 
joy at the delivery of his clumfy joke, which occurs juft 
after, when he exhorts Milton to infcribe on the work— 
“ Joannis Afini, alias Multonisy nam Multo vervex eft 
etiam Anglis.” 

Milton was now removed by an order of council from 
his lodgings at Whitehall,'*’ and took a garden houfe in 
Petty France,"*® in Weftminfter, opening into St. James’s 
Park ; in this houfe he continued till within a few weeks 
of the Reftoration. In 1651 he was fuffering under the 
approach of total blindnefs. He had loft the entire ufe 
of one eye ; and his nephew, Edward Philips, was fup- 
pofed to have greatly affifted him in the affairs of fecre- 
tary. In 1652 his fight was totally gone.®® His ene- 

Prcvioufly to his going to live in Scotland Yard, Whitehall, Milton 
lodged at one Thomfon*s, next door to the Bull Head Tavern, Charing 
Crofs. See Birches Life^ p, xxxvii. In Scotland Yard his infant Ton died. 

Or York Street, a ‘^pretty garden Houfe, next to Lord Scuda- 
morc^s, opening into the Park.”—Sec on this Houfe Gentleman*s Mag. 
Aug. 1849, p. 164, in a review of Walcot s Weftminfter and Cunning- 
ham*s Lovelace. 

^ Whether the difeaie was “Gutta Serena,” or ^‘Cataraft,” fee T. 
M. Good*s Study of Medicine^ vol. iv. p. 233; in Paradife Loft, b. iii. 
V. 21, the izoo difeafes are confounded by Milton* Suffufto is the Latin 
term for cataradl. 

^ His eyeiighc was decaying about twenty years before his death. 
His father read without fpeflacles till eighty*ft>ar. His mother had 
very weak eyes, and ufed fpeftacles prefently after Jhe was thirty years 
old. Aubrey Lett. iii. 449. He loft the ule of his left eye in 1651; 
and it is fuppofed, of the other, it\ 1654. See Toid*s Life (ift ed.) 
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mies, aawe have feen, confidered his blindnefs as a judg¬ 
ment for writing againft the king; and one of the pre¬ 
bendaries of Exeter reproached him, even from the pulpit, 
with the fevere^ vifitation. But he himfclf more truly 
accounted for the afHi( 5 tion by the wearifome labours and 
ftudious watchings wherein he fpent, and almoft tired out, 
a whole youth. His letter to his Athenian friend, Leo¬ 
nard Phileras, gives an account of the gradual approach 
of the dileale ; Philips fays that Milton was always tam¬ 
pering with phyfic; to which he attributes the lofs of his 
light, as well as to his continual Hudies, and the headaches 
to which he had been fubjedt from his youth. 

It is fuppofed that in 1653 Milton loft his firft wife, 
who died in childbed, leaving him three daughters. He 
remained a widower for three years, when he was again 
united in marriage to a daughter of Captain Woodcock 
of Hackney.®' She alfo died within a year after her mar¬ 
riage, in the fame manner; and in one of his fonnets he 
has paid an affecftionate tribute to her memory.®^ Soon 
after this event, he retired from his office of fecretary®® 
on an allowance for life, of one hundred and fifty pounds 
a year. His name’does not again occur in the books of 
the council of ftate: his friend®^ Andrew Marvell had 
been aftbciated with him. 

p. 85, but the period of the complete affliflion is not known with exadl- 
neis. 

See Certificate of Milton^s Second Marriage at St, Mary's Alder- 
manbury, in Geftl. Mag, June xSzo, p. 597, voJ. xiii, 

" Mrs. Catherine Milton, wife to John Milton, Efq. buried Feb. 10, 
1657, in the church of St. Margaret's, Wcftminller. See MalcoMs 
London, 

But lee Mr, Todd's Life (ed- 2,), p. 158, who fays fome official 
documents were written by him after 1655. The laft payment of his 
lalary was 0 &. 22, 1659, when be was fequellered from the office. 

^ His familiar learned acquaintance were A. Marvel), Lawrence, 
Needhanr, Hartlib, Mr. C. Skinner, Dr. Paget, M.D. Mr. Skinner 
was his difciple. Sec Life of Harrington^ p- xxv. on Skinner ,— Ifis 
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As we are now arrived at the clofe of Milton’s public 
life, it may be as well for a moment to look back, and 
recolle<5t the fyftem upon which he aflerts his political 
career to have been conduced, and the end to which his 
writings were diredted. He fays, when the outcry againft 
the biftiops commenced, and the model of our reformed 
church was to its difadvantage compared to others, he 
faw that a way was opening for the eftabliftiment of real 
liberty. That he perceived there were three fpecies of 
liberty eflential to the happinefe of focial life—religious, 
domeftic, and civil. To promote the firft, he wrote his 
Treatife on Reformation, &c.; and, as he faw that the 
magiftrates were adive in obtaining the third, he there¬ 
fore turned his attention to the fecond, or domeftic. This 

¥ 

included three material queftions, firft, the condudt of the 
conjugal tie ; fecondly, the education of children ; and, 
thirdly, the free publication of the thoughts. Thefe 
queftions were leverally confidered by him in his Treatife 
on Divorce, his Tradate on Education, and his Areopa- 
gitica, or Liberty of unlicenfed Printing. With regard 
to civil affairs, he left them in the hands of the magif¬ 
trates, till it became neceflary to vindicate the right of 
lawfully dethroning,*^ or deftroying tyrants (without any 
immediate or perfonal application to Charles), againft the 
dodrines of the Prefbyterian minifters. Such were the 
fruits of his private ftudies, which he had gratuitoufly 
prefented to church and ftate, and for which he was re- 
compenfed by nothing but impunity. Though the ac¬ 
tions themlelves (he fays) procured me peace of conlcience, 

widow alTures me that Mr. Hobbes was not one of his acquaintance. 
That her hufband did not like him at all; but he would acknowledge 
him to be a man of great parts, and a learned man. ^uirey Lett. iii. 
444. He had no intimacy with Cromwell, nor with thofe in power. 
He tells Heimbach that he cannot ferve him, ** Propter pauciffimas fami- 
liaritates meas cum gratiolis.” Ep. Fam. Dec. 18, 1657. 

“ Sec Bowles's Life of Bi/hop Ken, vol. i. pp, 87 and 156. 
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and the approbation of the good ; while I exercifed that 
freedom of difculllon which I loved. 

Difencumbered of the duties of fecretary, difgufted 
with the treachery of parties, and the failure of his fondeft 
wilhes, Milton &t length retreated from the changes and 
turbulence of the times, and had now leifure to refume 
the great works which he had long deftined for his future 
employment. He commenced a hiftory of his native 
country, a dictionary of the Latin language,'"’® more co¬ 
pious and correct than that of Stephens; he framed a 
body of divinity out of the Bible; and, laftJy, he Iketched 
the firft outlines of his immortal poem. “ For the fubjeCt 
of his epic poem,” fays Johnfon, “ after much deliberation, 
long choofing, and beginning late, he fixed upon Paradife 
Loft, a defign fo comprehenfive, that it could be juftified 
only by fuccefs.’^ He had once meant to celebrate the ex¬ 
ploits of K. Arthur,'’^ as he has hinted in his Verfes, “ but,” 
fays Toland, “ this particular fubjeCt was referved for the 
celebrated pen of Sir Richard Blackmore.” Amidft the 
profecution of thefe great and laborious defigns, he found 
time during the year 1659 for fome humbler occupations. 


Thefe colleftions confifted of three large volumes in folio. They 
were much dilcompofed and deficient, but were ufed by the editors of 
the Camb. Dift. in 1693, 410. See the Pref. to AinfwortFs Lat. The~ 
faurus. It was faid that Philips was the lafl: pofl'e/Ibr of thefe collec¬ 
tions. I have an extradt from a bookfeller’s catalogue by me—Dic¬ 
tionary, Latin and Englifh, compiled from the works of Stephens, 
Cooper, Littelton, a large MS. in three volumes, of Mr. John Milton, 
15/. 4to. 

” Coleridge s Table Talk, vol. ii. p. 264. “ In my judgment 
an epic poem mull either be rational or mundane. As to Arthur, you 
cannot by any means make a poem on him natural to Lnglilhmcn. What 
have we to do with him ? Milton faw this, and with a judgment at 
Icall equal to his genius treats a mundane theme,—one common to all 
mankind. His Adam and Eve are aU men and women inclufively, 
&c.” 
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He edited fome manufcript treatifes of Sir Walter Ra¬ 
leigh. He publifhed the foreign correfpondence of.the 
Englilh parliament and of Cromwell; in which his urgent 
remonftrances to the Duke of Savoy in favour of the 
Proteftants in Piedmont, do honour to* the piety of the 
governmenthe wrote (againft the Prelbyterians) his 
** Confiderations to remove hirelings out of the Church;” 
and, alarmed at the profpedl of a returning monarchy, he 
printed his " Ready andeafy way to eftablifh a free Com¬ 
monwealth.” What he fpeaks, he fays, is the language 
of that which is not called amils—“ the good old caufe.’* 
It appears from a paflage in this treatife, that commerce 
had much languilhed during the civil wars and ufurpa- 
tion and that the trading community were all anxious 
for the return of a luxurious court, and the affiftance of 
regal prodigality.®® 

When the reftoration of the king proved all his wifhes 
fruitlefs, Milton withdrew to a friend’s houfe in Bartho¬ 
lomew Clofe. This temporary concealment feems to 
have been neceflary to his fafety, for a particular profecu- 
tion was direded againd; him. 

It is mentioned by his biographere that a mock fune¬ 
ral®^ was made for him, and that when matters were ar¬ 
ranged, the carelefs and merry monarch laughed at the 
impofition. It was, however, ordered that his “ Icono- 


® See Newton's Life of Milton, p. iv. Edinh. Rev. No. CV. p. 28. 
** See Hurd's Cowley, vol. ii. p. 60. See ‘ Coffin for the good old 
Camp' in Butler's Poet. Works, vol. iii. p. 194, i2mo. On the decay 
of trade, Hobbes's Behemoth, p. 4, ed, 1680. Harrington's Works, 

p. 509. 4 W- 

“ He publiftied his “Brief Notes,” &c. Vvhich are remarked on by 
Rog. L’Eftrange, in “No Blind Guides, 1660.” See Newtons Life, 
p. 101, and Birch, p. xliii. 

This circumftance was firfl related by T. Warton, on the autho¬ 
rity of Tyers, fee his ed. of Milton, p. 308, and by Cunningham in his 
Hift. of G. Britain, l. p. 14. 
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claftes ” and Defepfio pro Pppulo Anglicano ” fhould be 
burned by the common hangman, and that the attorney 
general Ihould proceed againft them by indiftment, or 
otherwife.** Of the profcribed books feveral copies on 
the 27th of Auguft**^ were committed to the flames. 
Within three days after this, the adt of indemnity pafled, 
and he was relieved from the neceflity of further conceal¬ 
ment. When fubfequently he was in the cuftody of the 
ferjeant at arms, it is fuppofed that his pardon was ob¬ 
tained by the intervention of fome powerful friends.'** 
Whether the ftory of Davenant’s afliftance is authentic, I 
am not able to fay. The houfe on the 13th of Decem¬ 
ber ordered his releafe ; but how long he remained in 
cuftody is not known. Richardfon fays, that he lived in 
perpetual terror of being affaffinatedy and that he was fo de¬ 
jected, he could lie awake whole nights. It has been aflerted, 
that Milton was offered the place of Latin fecretary to 
the king, an offer that it is obvious, he could not in ho¬ 
nour or confcience accept, and that on his wife prefling 
his compliance, he faid, Thou art in the right: you, as 

*® On Milton and Goodwin being referred to as having written in 
vindication of the King’s murder, fee Long's Review of Baxter's Life, 
p. 66. Sec Chalmers' Suppl. Apology, p. 6, for the proclamation. See 
alfo Newton's Life, p. Iviii. 

** In 1683 twenty-feven propofitions from the writings of Milton, 
Hobbes, Buchanan, &c. were burnt at Oxford, as dellruftive to Church 
and State. This tranfaflion is celebrated in Mufsc Angiicanat, called 
Decretum Oxonienle, vol. iii. p. 180. 

■ Si llmilis quicunque hsec feripferit audlor, 

Fato fuccubuilTer, eodemque arferit igne: 

In media videas flamma crepitante cremari 
Miltonum, coelo terrifque inamabile nomen. 

*♦ The moft copious account of the circumftances attending Milton’s 
pardon are in Riebardfon's Life, p. 86, ice. communicated by Pope; 
who is alfo the authority for the allcrtion that Milton was ofiered the 
place of Latin fecretary to the king. See Newton's Life, p. Ixviii. note. 
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other women, would ride in your coa<;h; for me, my aim 
is to live and die an honefl manand thus in this his 
parting fcene in public life was exhtbited a ftability of 
condudb, an independence of principle, and a confiftency 
of aflertion, that no one can deny. 

In 1661 he publiftied his "Accidence commenc’t 
Grammar,” and alfo Sir W. Raleigh’s Aphorifms of State, 
bending his great and comprehenfive mind to the con- 
ftrudlion of thofe humbler works which he confidered of 
advantage to education/*^ He lived for a fhort time in 
Holborn, near Red Lion Street, but foon removed to 
Jewin Street, by Alderfgate. In 1664, the year previous 
to the great licknefs, he married his third wife, Elizabeth 
Minlhull, of a genteel family in Chefliire, a relation of 
his particular friend Dr. Paget.®“ Mr. Todd confiders 
it worthy of obfervation, that Milton chofe his three 
wives out of the virgin ftate; while Sheffield duke of 
Buckingham felefted his three from that of widowhood ; 
but what inference the learned biographer would draw 
from their relpedlive choices, is, from an entire ignorance 
on thefe fubjedls, to me unknown. Sheffield was proba¬ 
bly looking out for a fplcndid jointu/e, and Milton for a 
gentle, virtuous, and attached companion. 


^ Mr. W. S. Landor fays, on removing the anomalies of our langinigc, 
** nothing can be done without confulting Milton, liis words excel jn 
orthography thofe of any other writer.” See Gebir, p. 9. 

The poet’s widow died at Naniwich, in Chcfhire, in 17271 having 
furvived her hufband fifty-three years, her funeral fermon, preached by 
the Rev. I. Keniber, is publifhed. I remember,” fays Dr. Newton 
“ to have heard from a gentleman who had feen his widow in Chcfliire, 
that Ihe had hair of this colour (golden trelles), it is more probable that 
he intended a compliment to his wife in the drawing of h>e, as he drew 
the portrait of Adam not without regard to his ownperfon, of which he 
had no mean opinion.” v, P. L. iv. 305, 7 ’he Aubrey MSS. iay, 
Ihe was a genteel perfon, a peaceful, and agreeable humour, v. Vol, iii. 
p. 442. See GougFs Camden (Chefiure), p. 436. 
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From fome caufe, probably from the numerous fluflua- 
tions of his fortune, Milton feems to have been extremely 
unfettled in his choice of a refidence. Soon after his mar¬ 
riage he lodged with Millington, the famous book auc¬ 
tioneer, a man of remarkable elocution, wit, fenfe, and 
modefty. Richardlbft fays, that Millington was accuf- 
tomed to lead his venerable inmate by the hand, when 
he walked the ftreets; the perfbn who acquainted Richard- 
fbn with this fadt, had often met Milton abroad with his 
condudlor and hoft. He again removed to a finall houfe 
in Artillery Walk, leading to Bunhill-fields, which. 
Philips fays, was his lall ftage in this world, but it was of 
many years continuance, more perhaps than he had had 
in any other place befides. 

Milton having now wholly loll his fight,Kfc depended 
for his Hudies on the afiillance of others: and Dr. Paget 
recommended Ellwood the Quaker, who would every 
afternoon read to him fome Latin author.. The plague 
had now begun to rage in London, and his young friend, 
Ellwood, found a Ihelter for him at Chalfont”’’ in Buck- 
inghamlhire. “ It was on a vifit at this place, that after 
fome common difcourfes,” fays Ellwood, “ had pafled be- 
tweeri us, he called for a MS. of his, which, being brought, 
hr. delivered it to me, bidding me take it home with me, 
and read it at my leifure: and when I had fo done, return 
it to him with my judgment thereupon. When I came 
home, and fet myfelf to read it, I found that it was that 


See an engraving of his houfe in ’Dunfter’s edition ot Pnradife Re~ 
gainedy and an account in^ Todd's Life of Miltony p. 272, and in Mr. 
JeJfds Favourite Haunts^ p. 62. I faw it laft year> the porch has been 
removed Much of the interior remains as in Milton’s time. It is in¬ 
habited by a tailor. Ellwood calls it “a pretty box.” Milton is fup- 
pofed to have refided there from the fummer of 1665, to the March or 
April of the following year. It appears that the plague reached even 
Chalfont, as may be feen by the Rcgifter in 1665. 

h 
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excellent Poem, \?hich he entitled Paradife Loft.*’ From 
this account it appears that Paradife Loft was complete 
in 1665, and Aubrey reprefents it as finiftied about three 
years after the king’s reftoration. Milton defcribes him- 
felf as long choofing and beginning late the fubjedt of his 
Poem, and when that was feledlcd, it was at firft wrought 
into a dramatic form, like fome of the ancient myfteries. 
There were two plans of the tragedy, both of which are 
preferved among the manufcripts in Trinity College, 
Cambridge; and which were printed, I believe, for the 
firft time in Dr. Birch’s Narrative of the Poet’s Life.**^ 
Such were the early and imperfedt rudiments of Paradife 
Loft; the flender materials which he poflefled in the 
ftory, and the fplendid fuperftrudture which he raifed 
upon it, may remind us of the paflage, in which he has 
thrown over the fimple language of the ancient prophets, 
a magnificent defcription of his own creation.*’® Ifaiah 
had faid, that Lucifer fate upon the mount of the con¬ 
gregation, on the fides of the northThe key-note was 
ftruck on the chords of the Hebrew lyre, and Milton in- 
ftantly built up a palace for the fallen angel, equal in 
brilliancy and fplendour to the caftles of Romancci He 
piled up its pinnacles from diamond quarries; and hewed 
its towers out of rocks of gold. 

“ At length into the litnits of the North 
They came, and Sata?i to his Royal feat 
High on a Hill, far blazing, as a Mount 
Raird on a Mount, with Pyramids and TowVs 
From Diamond Quarries hew'n, & Rocks of Gold, 

The Palace of great Lucifer^ (fo cdl 
That Struflure in the Dialed! of men 


^ Sec p. xlviii- to p, Iv. for an account of the Plans of the Tragedies 
from the Scripture, as from the Britifh Hiftory and Saxon Chronicles. 
See T. Warton's Milton^ p. 238. 
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InterpireKd) which not lohg after, hee 
Afieding all equality with God, 

In imitation of that Mount whereon 
MeJJiab was declar’d in fight of Hcav’n, 

The Mouni^in of the Congregation call’d,” &r. 

How fmall the fpark that could kindle into a poetical 
flame in Milton’s mind! how quick the apprehenfion 
that feized the flighteft hint! and how rich and fertile 
the genius to improve what it pofTcfled I Callimachus had 
(Hymn, Del. 292) mentioned three Hyperborean nymphs, 
who fent fruits to Apollo in Delos, The word Hy¬ 
perborean” was fufficient. Inftantly Milton converts 
them into Britifh goddefles, and clothes them in a Pidtifh 
drefs; Selden had mentioned that Apollo was worlhipped 
in Britain, Milton on thofe hints joins them to the 
Druids: 

Hinc quoties fefto cingunt altaria cantu 
Delo in herbofa Grata de more puellx 
Carminibus l*Tiis memorant Corineida Loxo^ 

Fatidicamque Upin^ cum flavicoma Ilccaerge, 

Nuda Caledonia variatas peftora fuco.” 

V, Manfusy ver, 44. 

What extent of time was pafled in the compofition of 
this great work is not with exadlnefs known. Mr. Ca- 
pel Lofft thinks that Milton began his poem in liis forty- 
eighth year,**® and finifhed it in his fifty-feventh. Phi¬ 
lips fays that he had the perufal of it from the very be¬ 
ginning, for fome years, in parcels of ten, twenty, or 
thirty verfes at a time; and that his vein never happily 
flowed but from the autumnal equinox to the vernal, To 


® V. Preface to Lofft's Milton, p. xxviii. The Aubrey Letters (vol, 
iii. p. 447). “ His verfc began at the autumnal equinoftial, and ceafed 

at the vernal, or thereabouts (I believe about May); and this was four 
or five years of his doing it. He began about two years before the king 
came in, and finilhed about three years after the king’s reftoration.” 
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that in all the years he was about the poem, he may be 
faid to have fpent about half his time therein. Toland 
imagines^® that Philips was miftaken with regard to the 
time, fince Milton declared in his Latin elegy that his 
poetic talent returned with the fpring. 

“ Fallor? an & nobis rcdeunt inVarmina vires, 

Ingeniumquc mihi munere veris adcft ? 

A friend of Milton’s alfb informed Toland that Milton 
could never compofe well but in the fpring and autumn. 
He then poured out with great eafe and fluency his un¬ 
premeditated verfes. Dr. Johnlbn lays, that there are no 
other internal notes of the time when the poem was writ¬ 
ten but the mention of the lofs of his fight in the begin¬ 
ning of the third book, and of the return of the King in 
the introduction to the feventh. 

Some difficulty was experienced in obtaining a licenfe 
and objections were made to particular paflages, efpecially 
to the fimile of the fun eclipfed in the firlt book. But 
it was at length granted, and he fold his copy to Samuel 
Simmons, April 27, 1667, for an immediate payment of 
five pounds, with a ftipulation to receive five pounds more 
when thirteen hundred of the firfl:'’edition Ihould be fold. 
Again five pounds after the fale of the fame number of 
the fecond edition, and another five pounds after the lame 


Birch'*! Lifc^ p. Ivi. 

Mr. Tomkins, chaplain to Archbif op Sheldon, was licenfcr. The 
office of licenfer, abolilhcd by Cromwell, was rcftorcd by adl of parlia¬ 
ment in 1662. The prcfs was placed, with reference to its different 
prpduftions, under the judges, the officers of Hate, and the archbilbop 
of Canterbury. Poetry fell within the province of the latter, v. 
monfs Life, p. 521. Mr. C. Loffc fays, <'That no manuferiptof the 
Paradife Loft has been difeovered, except that of the firft book copied 
for the prcfs, with the imprimatur of the archbifhop*s chaplain, but 
■ where this is to be fecn is not mentioned/* See Lofffs Pref to Mil^ 
ton, p. i. and Newton's Pref p- liv. See Pope^s Letters, cd. Warton, 
vol. viii. p. 116; *'Ilong to fee the original Manufeript of Milton," &c. 
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fale of the third. None of the three editions were to be 
extended beyond fifteen hundred copies. The firft edition 
was of the poem in ten books, in fmall quarto, which 
were advertifed plainly and neatly bound, at the price of 
three {hillings. I'he titles were varied, pafling into other 
publilhers* hands, in order to circulate the edition, in 
1667,^® 1668, 1669. Of thefe there were no lefs than 
five. An advertifement and the arguments of the books 
were omitted in fome copies, and inferted in others; and, 
from variations in the text, it would appear that the latter 
{heets of the work were twice printed, and lingle pages 
were cancelled and reprinted. 

The fale gave him in two years a right to his lecond 
payment; for which the receipt was figned April 26, 
1669. The fecond edition was not given till 1674, and 
was printed in fmall odtavo, and the number of books 
was mcreafed to twelve, by a divifion of the feventh and 
twelfth, with the introduction of a few connecting lines. 
He did not live'”’ to receive the payment ftipulated for 


See Introduilion to Pkiering^s edition^ p. xii. and Todd^s Life^ 
(firft cd.) p. 190, for an acctiunt of the variations in the poem and titles. 
Mr. Lofft oblerves that 1667 was a great year in the annals of our hif- 
tory; for not only was Paradife Loft publiflicd, but there was a “Statute 
pafled for the employment of poor prifoners,” and a great Hep mode 
in the art of drefling wool,’* p. xxiv. of the efFefl of thefe different cir- 
cumftanccs towards cftabliftiing the name and charadler which Britain 
holds among the nations, it is difficult to form an idea of any degree of 
proportionate extent; an adequate is impoffible. It opens a vaft arena 
in the boundicfs fpace of human perfeftibiJity. v. Remarks by Tench 
Ccxe. “ Thefe cliiftcring radiations of moral light may unite mankind 
to the intelligence of other fyjlerns unnumbered and unimagined ; which 
circumftance, if it come to pafs, will open new markets for the wool 
trade, and be of great advantage to the publifliers of Paradife Loft.— 
^Go thy ways, Capcl, the flower and quinteflence of all editors.' ” 

For an account of the editions, fee C, Lofffs Preface^ p. xxxv. Ixi. 
and Todd^s Ltfe^^, 189—217. The number of lines in Paradife Loft 
amount to 10,565. Dr. Symmons fays that Milton lived to receive the 
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this itnprenion. The third edition was publifhed in 1678 ; 
and his widow agreed with Simmons the printer to receive 
eight ■ pounds as her right, and gave him a general re- 
leafe, dated April 29, 1681. Simmons covenanted to 
transfer the right for twenty-five pounds to Brabazen Ayl¬ 
mer, a bookfeller, and Aylmer fold to Jacob Tonfon half 
of it, Auguft 17, 1683, and the other half March 24, 
1690, at a price confiderably advanced. 

The fale, Johnfon fays, willjuftify the public: the call 
for books in Milton’s age was not great. The nation 
had been fatisfied from 1623 to i664with only two edi¬ 
tions of the works of Shakefpeare, which probably toge¬ 
ther did not make two thoufand copies."^ The fale of 
thirteen hundred copies in two years was an uncommon 
example of the prevalence of genius. Yet the demand did 
not immediately increafe, for in eleven years only three 
thoufand were fold : but the reputation and price of" the 
copy ftill advanced ; till the revolution put an end to 
the fecrecy of love, and Paradife Loft broke into open 
view with fufficient fecurity of kind reception.” Dr. 
Symmons calculates that in little more than eleven years 
four thoufand five hundred copies were fold, and that be¬ 
fore the expiration of twenty years, fix editions were 
publilhed. I poflefs a German tranflation in verfe of it, 
printed but a few years after the date of the original, 
which is a ftrong evidence of its growing popularity. 

whole fifteen pounds for which he had llipulated; but fee Todd^s Life^ 
(firll cd.) p. 109. The original agreement for Paradife J^ofi is now in 
the colledlion of Samuel Rogers, Efq. the fecond receipt and the final 
difeharge is in the poiiefiion of Dawfon Turner, Efq. Concerning the 
plagiarifms of Callender (who publifl.jd the firil book of Milton, 1750} 
from the Commentary of Patrick Hume, 1695, fee Blackwood*s Mag. 
No. xxiv. p. 659, March 1819. 

Johnfon, however, Ihould have remembered that large imprelfions 
of Shakefpeare’s Flays were always attainable, in a feparate and more 
commodious form, in 410. 
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This rare book was printed at Zerbft in Moravia 1682. 
The tranilator Ernft Gottlieb Von Berge. 

Though the poem of Milton was above'® the age on 
which it was bellowed (for fuch greatnefs of invention, 
fuch harmony of*numbers, and fuch majefty of llyle had 
not then been feen united); yet admirers among men of 
learning and genius it undoubtedly had. Andrew Mar- 
velF" and Barrow, the phyfician, wrote fome manly and 
fpirited verfes in its praife. Dr. Warton* fays, “It may 
be remarked to the praife of Rofcommon that he was the 
firft critic who had talle and fpirit enough publicly to 
praife Paradife Loll.” Dryden’s lines of commenda¬ 
tion are known to all and praife in other books by au¬ 
thors of lower fame, has been difcovered by the diligence 


The poets contemporary with Milton were Waller, Suckling, Cra- 
fliaw, Denham, Lovelace, Cowley, Broome, Sherborne, Fanfhaw, Da- 
venant, befides thofe of inferior note. Never any poet left a greater 
reputation behind him than Mr. Cowley, while Milton remained ob- 
feure, and known but to few, but your grace knows very well that the 
great reputation of Cowley did not continue half a century^ and that 
Milton’s is now on the piijnaclc of thc*templcof fame.” Dennis*! Let- 
ters familiar^ &c. p. 207. See on Milton and Waller, Sir T, P. 
Blount on Poetryj 4to. p. 137. 

The following couplet in Marvell has wonderfully puzzled the 
commentators-:— 

I too tranfported by the mode offend. 

And while I meant to prai/c thee, mult commend.” 

See Lofft's Milton^ p. xlvi. liii. where mofl commend,” “mif-com- 
mend,” “ but commend,” arc ofFered ; whereas the fenfe is pcrfedly 
clear. While I meant to praife thee, muff commend ; i. c. muft, for 
the fake of tberbyme^ ufe the word “commend,” inllead of “praife,” 
which is the word I lliould othertvije have ufed* Even Bentley, in a 
MS. note in my copy, has erafed ** mull” and written “ moft.” 

^ Dryden owned to Dennis, " that when he adapted his State of In¬ 
nocence from Milton, he knew not half the extent of Milton's excel¬ 
lence.” V. Dennis*! Letters^ Moral and Critical^ P- 75 * 
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of the com mentators. In 16 8 8,^® the handfome folio edi¬ 
tion was publifhed under the patronage of Lord Somers, 
with the aflUftance of Atterbury^® and Dryden; in 1682, 
it was tranflated into Dutch, and into ^ Latin in 1685, 
and ten years after, it appeared with a very curious 
and learned commentary by Patrick Hume. I lhall here 
take the opportunity of mentioning the volumes pub- 
liftied by Lauder, “ Aiidtorum Miltono facem praelucen- 
tium ; ” and of remarking (after having perufed the poems 
which they contain) that little doubt can be entertained, 
but that Milton was acquainted with the Adamus Exful 
of Grotius, and probably with the poetry of Ramfay and 
Mafenius. Thofe who are curious on the (ubjedt may 
compare the poems of Ramfay with the defcriptlon of the 
creation in the feventh book, and the drama of Grotius 
with the temptation in the ninth ; and, if familiar with 
the language of Milton, they will find fome refemblances ; 
but the charge of plagiarifm was unjuft, and indeed ab- 
furd. Milton’s immenfe reading extended over the whole 
field of literature, and in every direction; and it required 
all his learning, colledted by painful ftudy during the 
beft years of his life, long depofited* in his memory, and 

See Todd's Life, p. 198-202, there were five hundred and thirty 
fubferibers. See a lift of the moft eminent of them in Lofft's Milton, 
p. xlix. 

Atterbury faid, “ that he prepared the edition of Milton, ufually 
called Lord Somers’s—from a MS. note of his in an edition of Milton 
out of the library of Warburton.” v. Atterbury's Works, iv. p, 164, 
and V. p. 303. And fee Armjlrong's Works, vol. i. p. 136. See the 
fubferibers to this edition in Birch's Life of Milton, p. Iviii. and lee 
Malone's Life of Dryden, p. 202. Sir Joun Medina drew all the defigns 
for Somers’ edition, except the laft, which is taken from Raphael’s Bible. 
Rev. A. Dyce pofiefics the original drawings which were Dr. MetcalPs. 
Sec Walpole's Anecdotes of Painters, p. 37$,4to.on “Medina.” Dry¬ 
den wrote his well-known epigram for this edition on the portrait. 

See Voltaire, Diit, Pbilofophique, vol. 5, p. m, on the Sarcotis and 
on Milton. 
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remoulded by his genius, to build up his immortal poem. 
Where is there an extenfive work of eftablifhed reputa¬ 
tion to be found, that is not evidently the refult of long 
ftudy, and afTiduous labours? Let us confider that his 
materials were a few verfes in Genefis, and that the 
reft is created by his own imagination, fupplied " by in- 
duftrious and feletft reading.” Thus the tributary ftores 
from poets of every age and country were poured into 
his mind ; and they were always returned with augmented 
beauty and luftre.®“ We may fay of him, as a Roman 
critic faid of Virgil; et judicio transferendi ct modo 
imitandi conlecutus eft, ut quod apud ilium legerimus 
alienum, ant illius efle malimus, aut melius hie quam ubi 
natum eft, fonare miremur.”®^ “ The judgment of Mil- 
ton,” fays Mr. Coleridge, “ in the condudt of the celeftial 
part of the ftory is very exquifite. Wherever God is 
reprefented as divinely ading as Creator, without any 
exhibition of his own eflence, Milton adopts the fimpleft 
and fterneft language of the Scriptures. He ventures 
upon no poetic didion, no amplification, no pathos, no 
aflertion. It is truly the voice of the word of the Lord 
coming to, and aefting on the fubjett chaos. But as 
fome perfonal intereft was demanded for the purpofes of 
poetry, Milton takes advantage of the dramatic repre- 
fentation of God’s addrefs to the Son, the filial Alterity, 


*® Natalis Donadai Poetna Heroicum de Bello Chrifti. Maflana:, 
1614. Ven. 1616. Hoc vidit procul dubio in Italia Miltonus, nihil 
cx poefi fumturus, at aliquid ex argumento, praefertim libri fecundi in 
poerna magnum ubi loquitur Satanas, fequentium in alteruin. v. W.S, 
Landori Poemata, p. 199. There is a Latin tranilation of a Tragedy of 
Beza’a, by T. lacomotus, called " Abram from Morea, or Ifaac Re¬ 
deemed*’ A. D. 1597, which Milton is fuppofed to have fecn. v. Hol¬ 
lis’s Memoirs, p. 528. 

Macrobii Saturn, lib. vi. c. 1. Pearce obferves that Milton 
imitates Virgil oftener than Homer, v. P. L. iv. 735. 
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and in thoje addrejfes flips in as it were by ftealth language 
of afFedion, or thought, or fentiment, Indeed 

although Milton was undoubtedly a high Arian in his 
mature life, he does in the necelTity of ^poetry give a 
objeStivity to the Father and the Son, than he would 
have juftified in argument. He was very acute in adopt¬ 
ing the ftrong Anthropomorphifm of the Hebrew Scriptures 
at once. Compare the Paradife Loft with Klopftock’s 
Meffiah, and you will learn to appreciate Milton’s judg¬ 
ment and flcill quite as much as his genius. 

An anecdote had long been current, which originally 
came from Richardfon, that Sir John Denham came into 
the Houfe of Commons with a fheet of Paradife Loft, 
wet from the prefs, in his hand, and being alked what it 
was, replied, “ Part of the nobleft poem that was ever 
written in any age or language.”**"^ Such is the facility 
with which anecdotes that amufe or furprife, pafs cur¬ 
rent from mouth to mouth, that they need but a flender 
foundation to enfure belief. On examination, it was dif- 
covered that Denham was never in Parliament; and con- 
fequently the whole ftory is an ingenious fidion. I lhall 
conclude my remarks on the publication of the poem, by 
mentioning that in an original edition, belonging to a 
gentleman who communicated the fad to the public. 


V. Table Talky vol. ii. pr 264. 

^ I poflefs a curious book,called ** di New Verjicn of Paradife Lojl^ or 
Milton paraphrafed, in which the meafurc and verfification are correfled 
and harmonized, the obfcuriiies elucidated, and the faults removed, by a 
gentleman of Oxford’^ (Mr. Green), in 1706. It is one of the moll 
ludicroufly abfurd books that I ever read, rfc fays that he has intro¬ 
duced a novelty in this vcrfion, by bracing tbefe lines that read heft 
tpgilher^ in imitation of the* triplets in rhyme* His notes are not lefs 
curious than the text. My copy belonged tofome perfon as eccentric as 
the author, as appears by his MS, notes in the margin. He has had 
the book lettered—Milton traveftied furcly*’* 
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fome rhyming lines were written apparently by a female 
hand, with thefe words at the conclullon, ‘*'di<Jtated by 
J. M.” Mr. Todd withholds his decifion as to their au¬ 
thenticity, chigfly on account of the rhyme; but Dodtor 
Symmons, a lefs cautious critic, has no doubt of their 
being the produdlion of Milton. The fubjedl is “ Day¬ 
break,” and a fliort extratft will be fufficient to enable the 
admirers of Milton to form their opinion. 

“ Whofe palc-faccd Regent, Cynthia, paler grows, 

To i'ee herfelf purfued by conquering I'oes, 

Yet daring flays behind to guard the rear 
Of her black armies, whither without fear 
They may retreat, till her alternate courfc 
Bring her about again with rallied force. 

Hark! how the Lion’s terror loud proclaims 
The gladfomc tidings of day’s gentle beams, 

And, long kept filcnce, breaking, rudely wakes 
The feather’d train, which foon their concert makes,” 

Three years after Paradife Loft was given to the world, 
Milton publifhed the Hiftory of England,**'’ comprifing 
the fable of Geoffrey of Monmouth, continued only as 
far as the Norman invafion. I’he firft copies were mu¬ 
tilated by the licenfer, who expunged all the paffages that 
refledled on the condud: of the long parliament, and of 

^ See Todd's Life^ firft ed. p. 9I1 for fome lines called,Lavinia walk¬ 
ing in a frofty morning, p, 104; for a fonnec written at ChaJfont, which 
the critics are willing to attribute to Milton, The epigram in Fenton’s 
collcflion muft have come from a very different inkfland. {Extempore 
on a Faggot^ p. 286.) 

•* Milton, in his Hiftory of England, feems to have ufed Spenfer’s 
Chronicle of the Britilh Kings, as a kind of clue to dire<ft him through 
fo dark and perplexed a fubjeif. He plainly copies Spenfer’s order and 
difpofition, whom he quotes; and almoft tranferibes from him the ftory of 
Lear—of as much however as the difference between profc and verfe will 
admit. Milton’s hiftory is an admirable comment on this part of Spen- 
fer, which is taken from the firft part of Hardyng’s Chronicle, v. War^ 
ton on Spen/er, ii. p. 242, and the Retrofpeilive Review^ vol. ix. p. 1-19* 
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the new church government. Toland has egregioufly 
mifreprefented the fadts connedted with this fuppreffion. 
He called it an expofure of the fuperftition, pride, and 
cunning of the Popilh monks in the Saxon times, and 
ftated that it was fupprefled by the licenfers, becaufe they 
thought what was faid of the monks was meant to apply 
to Charles the Second’s bilhops, though it related folely 
to the Long Parliament and republican aflembly of di¬ 
vines in 1641; but, as the Bifliop of Salifbury'”’obferves, 
Toland “very ill digefted fuch an account of the liberty 
and religion of his favourite republic.” Milton gave a 
copy of thefe remarks to the Earl of Anglefea, which 
were publiftied in 1681, with a preface, and have fince 
been inferted in their proper place. The fix books which 
Milton executed appeared in 1670, of the paflages then 
fupprefled, but fince 1738 always accompanying the Hif- 
tory,.it appears that fome learned perfons have doubted 
the authenticity.'*’ This work has received, as is well 
known, the pralfe of Warburton, who faid, “ It is written 
with great fimplicity, contrary to his cuftom in his profe 
writings, and is the better for it. But he Ibmetimes rifes 
into a furprifing grandeur in the fentunents and expref- 
fions, as at the conclufion of the fecond book; I never 
faw any thing equal to this, but the conclufion of Sir 
Walter Raleigh’s Hiftory of the World,”®® The third 

Ste “ Protejlant Union,’' by T. Burgefs, Billiop of Salifljury, p. 
xlii. Richardfon fays, “ the cailrated part was a fort of digreiSon, and 
was expunged to avoid giving offence to a party quite fubdued, and 
whofe faults the government was then willing to have forgotten.” See 
Life, p. xlvi. Mr. Hollis’s biographer (Archd. Blackburne) is as un< 
willing as Toland to admit this paffage in its real fenfe; and moft ab- 
furdly turns it againll the Popijh clergy, v. Mem. p. 494. 

*•’’ See Todd's Life of Milton, p. 210; Dibdin's Library Companion^ 
p. 201 (1824); RetrofpeSive Review, vol. ix., p. 1-9J and Warton on 
Spenfer, ii. p. 242. 

“ See Birch's Life, p. Ixviii.; and Newton's Life, p. Ixxvi. 



LIFE OF MILtON. cxiii 

book opens with a comparifon drawn between the un- 
fettled ftate of the Britons, after the defertion of the Ro¬ 
mans, and the condition of the country under Cromwell 
and the Prelbyterian government. The parallel is forced 
into its place by the indignation of the writer; and fe- 
verely has he chaftifed the hypocrify, the felfifhncfs, the 
rapacity, the ignorance of the leaders, and the injuftice 
and weaknefs of the government. He follows up his 
firft blow at the " ftatifts,” by an equally powerful attack 
on the unprincipled greedinefs and bafenefs of the Pref- 
byterian clergy, who execute ther Places like Children 
of the Devil, unfaithfully, unjuftly, unmercifully, and 
where not corruptly, ftupidly.” The whole paflage is 
written with eloquence,—facit indignatio verfum.®® In 
one part, he evidently alludes to himfelf,—“ They who 
were ever faithfulleft to this Caufe, and freely aided them 
in Perfon, or with ther Subftance, when they durft not 
compel either, flighted and bereev’d after of ther juft 
Debts by greedy Sequeftrations, were tolTd up and down 
after miferable attendance from one Committee to another 
with petitions in ther hands, yet either miflT’d the obtain¬ 
ing of ther fuit, or though it were at length graunted, 
(meer fliame and reafon oft times extorting from them at 
leaft a fliow of Juftice), yet by ther Sequeftrators and 
Sub-committeesabroad, Men for the moft partof infatiabJe 
hands and noted difloyalty, thofe Orders were commonly 
difobeyed&c. This is part of the paflage that was 
fupprefled by the licenfer in 1670, and was firft feparately 
printed in 1681. On this fubjedl 1 am enabled to give 
the opinion of one to whom has been applied the happy 


—-“ New Foes arife 

Threatning to bind our Souls in fecuJar Chains, 

Help us to fave Free Confcience from the paw 
Of Hireling Wolves whofe Gofpel is their Maw.”— Sannet. 
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defignation by Sir D, Dairymple of Lord Hardwick— 
as ** learned in Britilh Hiftory.” 

“ I thought, firft, that the paflage was a digreffion out 
of both time and place; to ufe a vulgar phrafe, brought 
in head and (boulders, and looking, therefore, much like 
an interpolation. Secondly, that the opinions exprefled 
in it are greatly at variance with Milton’s political creed 
and charader. And, thirdly, that the reafons for its 
alleged fuppreflion are wholly inadequate and inconclufive. 
With refped to my firfl: objedion, 1 am aware it will be 
faid that Milton, in the introdudory paragraph of his 
third book, as publilhedby himfelf, had exprefsly referred 
to the ‘ late civil broils.' But it is not from thence to 
be inferred that he meant to follow it up with (b ample, 
particular, and mifplaced a defcription of his own times 
as is contained in the digreffion. Of my (econd ground 
of fufpicion, I muft leave you to form your own opinion. 
But I cannot eafily believe, that if Milton had really de¬ 
rived from experience fuch expreffions of the condudand 
views of his late alTociates, he would have condefcended 
to incur the imputation of being a time-ferver by print¬ 
ing them, as the ftory fays he meant to do. Such a courfe 
would have been quite foreign to the fturdy independence 
of his charader. As to the laft point, I think the rea- 
fon affigned for the fuppreffion of the pafTage by the 
Licenfcrs, namely, that it was done out of tendernels for 
the vanquifhed party, is a moft lame and impotent one. 
The Licenfers, indeed, might have expunged, as Toland 
fays they did, fome palTages expofing the fuperftition and 
luxury of monks, yet this feems doubtful, as (b many 
were permitted to remain. But can it be believed that 
Charles the Second and his Licenlers had the amiable 
weaknefs of harbouring tender mercies towards the beaten 
Republicans ? On the contrary, would they not have 
triumphed in an opportunity of expofing the recantation 
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(for ib they would have called it) of ,1b formidable and 
illuftrious an adverfary as Milton ? After all, I mull in 
candour admit that the digreflion is not without internal 
marks of genuinenefs. It is fo Miltonic in ftyle and exe¬ 
cution, that if*MiIton did not write it, it would be diffi¬ 
cult to affign it to any other writer. If it be taken from 
him, as Johnfon fays of one of the difputed plays of 
Shakelpeare, to whom lhall it be given ? But the Hiftory 
of Britain itfelf I cannot think worthy of Milton's great 
name. It is a laboured recapitulation of the long-ex¬ 
ploded fables of Brute and his defcendants, and is as dif- 
creditable to his judgment, as the flur he calls on Saxon 
Hiftory®® and Saxon Hiftorians. That Hiftory he treats 

^ It is with plcafure that we favour the reader with fome inrereUing 
remarks by the late Lord Grenville, on a doubtful point of Englifli Hif¬ 
tory connefted with the prefent fubjeft, and attached to a paflage of 
Milton:— 

Milton fays, in anticipation of his intended poem—^ FrangamSaxo- 
nicas Britonum fub martc phalangas.’ The ftruggle ofCornifli Britons 
for their national independence, tho* finally overpowered, was main¬ 
tained till H very late period of the Saxon dominion in England, nor is 
it cafy to afeertain the precife date of its termination. Gibbon indeed 
aflerts (c. 38, note 135), ‘ that Cornwall was finally fubdued by Athcl- 
llane (a, D. 927-941), who planted an Englifh colony at Exeter, and 
confined the Britons beyond the River Tamar/ But this flatement is 
confuted by the authority which he cites, as well as by other hiftorical 
evidence. MaJm/l)ury, to who/c evidence Gibbon reCrs us, fays no 
more, than that this monarch ‘ vigoroufly attacked the Cornifh men, 
drove them from Exeter, and fixed the boundaries of his territories 
(provinciae fu.Te) on this fide of the Tamar/ Cornwall was therefore ftill 
excluded from them. Nor is it more true, that Athelftane planted an 
Englilh colony at Exeter. The Englifli were fettled there before -his 
time, and held it, as Malmfbury cxprefsly tells us, conjointly with the 
Britons (aequo jure). This common occupancy of the fame diftrifl, by 
two hoftile and barbarous tribes, was naturally not very favourable to 
its cultivation. Thofe who know its prefent Hate, may be amufed with 
this author's account of it. No uninftruflive lelTon, if it teaches the 
importance of domeftic concord to national improvement, and the in- 
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as ' wars of kites and crows, flocking and fighting in the 
air,’ and the hiftorians as ^obfcure and blockifh chroniclers, 

t 

only fit to be read by thofe who take pleafure to be all 
their lifetime raking in the foundation of old abbeys and 
cathedrals.’ You have quite enough of hi'ilorian and an¬ 
tiquarian feeling to deem this herefy; or, as Dogberry 
fays, * flat burglary as ever was committed.’ He muft 
have quite forgotten ‘ to love the high embowed roof.’ 
Warburton has feledled one of the very usy.t paflages in 
the hiftory for his particular praife. It is at the conclufion 
of the fecond book, where all the faults of Milton’s profe 
flyle are accumulated and concluded in about a dozen 


crcafed produftivenefs of the earth itfelf from the progrefs of focial life; 
a faft perhaps not fufficicntly attended to by our ablcft political cecono- 
mifts. * The foil/ fays he, 'is hungry and fqualid, fcarcely producing 
a few ftarved oats, which bear for the moft part no grain, but only 
empty hufks/ Such was in thofe days the neighbourhood of Exeter^ to 
which Athclftanc, wc are told, gave a new face of profperity, by aflum- 
ing to himfelf and to his people its foie poflelfion and government. This 
tranfaftion happened in 926, nearly the firll: of the two dates affigned by 
Gibbon, and almoft 500 years after the arrival of Hengift in England. 
The Saxon Chronicle of that year ilatcs that .^helllanc ' then obtained 
(or cxercifed) an authority (or fuperiority gejjylbe) over all the things 
that were in this ifland, Jirft Howel King of Weft Wales (Cornwall), 
and Conftaniine King of the Scots, and Owen King of Monmouth, and 
Aldrid the fon of Eadulf of Bamburgh.' He feems to have exadled from 
them all fomc fort of fubmiffion, as to a paramount fovcrcign. But it is 
added, ^ that they ratified this agreement with covenants and oaths, and 
then returned in peace.* He treated, therefore, with the Bricilh King of 
Cornwall on the fame footing as with the King of the Scots. He co¬ 
venanted with all thefe Kings, as exercifingdiilinfl though pofiiblyfub- 
ordinate powers of government, and he appears to have left them in 
that Hate, From this account, therefore, a- well as from what Malmf-* 
bury Bates, of tha feparation of Exeter at this period from Cornwall, it 
is manifcA that the latter continued to be, till within Icfs than a century- 
and a half before the Norman Conqueft, a feparate Bate governed by its 
native rulers. How much longer it remained in this condition we know 
not. A gentleman deeply veiled in our ancient hiBory has foggcBed to 



LIFE OF MILrON. cxvii 

lines. This is treafonable language, I confefs; but in 
proportion ^ I .admire the poet, I can afford, by way of 
fet off, to cenfure the hiftorian.” 

In 1671, Milton®^ publilhed Paradife Regained and 


the author of thefe trifles, a conjeflure, in defeft of pofitive evidence, 
that Cornwall was abforbed into the Saxon kingdom by gradual en¬ 
croachments, not long after the time of Athclftan. He fupports this 
opinion by fomeinitances of ccclejiaftical fuperiority cxercifed there by 
the Englifh Kings before the Norman Conqueft. And we may obferve, 
that in Domefday book, a large proportion, perhaps the largefl: of the 
few Cornilh landowners enumerated, feeins to be of Saxon origin. But 
it is Angular that no diflinfl account fhould remain of fo remarkable an 
event, as the Ji 7 tal exiinfiion of the fovereignt;^ of the Brittflj princes in 
this their laft refuge on Englip grotmd; nor any memorial of that de- 
cifive epoch, when, in the words of our romantic poet. 

Then woe, and woe, and everlafting woe. 

Be to the Briton babe that fhal be born^ 

To live in thraldomc of his fathers foe ! 

Late king, now captive; late lord, now-forlorne ; 

The worlds rcproch ; the cruel viflors fcorne. 

Faerie S^ueene, b. iii, c. iii, v. 42. 

That the completion of this Revolution was deferred to a very late pe¬ 
riod, the evidence of language would indeed have fulEcicntly proved, had 
hillory been wholly filent. The local nomenclature of Cornwall is at 
this day almoft entirely Celtic. In moft other parts of England, the 
rivers and mountains have frequently retained their Britifli appellations; 
but the names of the towns, villages, and pariflies (with the exception 
of the Roman ftations, or other accidental peculiarities) are in very large 
proportions of teutonic origin. A circumftance which mull be princi¬ 
pally attributed (but not perhaps fo exclufively as it has been by fome 
of our own hiflorians) to the influence of the Saxon conquefl. Though 
even before the Roman Invaflon,fonieconflderable portion of our ifland 
was occupied by Belgic tribes, wholly differing, as we are told {Cafar^ 
‘I. I, and V. 10), from the Celts in language, as well as in laws and 
manners, and retaining in their new feitleinents, like other colonifts, 
ancient and modern, the appellations endeared to them by the recollec¬ 
tions of their parent country.” 

See Nitoton^s Life^ p. Ixxviii. Thefe Poems not printed by Sim- 
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Samfon Agoniftes.®* The former poem he fhowed to 
his friend Ell wood. “ This,” faid he, “is owing to you, 
for you put it into my head, by the queftions you put to 
me at Chalfont, which otherwife, I had not thought of.” 
When it was accounted inferior to the*Paradife Loft,® ’ 
Philips fays, “ he could not hear with patience any fuch 
thing when related to him.” It appears to me, that thefe 
poems are fo diflimilar in their ftrudlure and purpofe, that 
no comparifon can be ufefully or juftly inftituted between 
them. That the Paradife Loft excels in variety of in- 
vention, in fplendour of imagery, in magnificent thoughts 
and delineations, and in grandeur and fublimity of de- 
(cription, no doubt can be entertained; but the latter poem 
is finiftied with equal care, and as pcrfedt in another ftyle. 
The reafoning clear, the argument dole and weighty, the 
expreflion moft feledt and chofen, the verfification har¬ 
monious, differing in ftrudure from that of the former 
poem, but admirably in unifon with the fubjedb.”* The 
language, as in the poetry of Lucretius, always moves 
clofely with the argument; plain and fimple, where plain 
fenfe and fimple fentiments only were required; while there 
are not wanting palfages rifing into the greateft beauty, 
and adorned with the richeft fancy, that it would be diffi- 


mons but by I. M, for Starkey in Flea Street, at the price oizs^ 
bound. 

Langbaine obferves, that Dryden has transferred fevcral thoughts 
from Samfon Agonillcs to his Aurengzebe. Dram, Poets, 157. 

376- 

Perhaps it was the confeiournefs of having thus laboured to im¬ 
prove the deJcripHve parts of Paradife Rvgained, which made him prefer 
that poem to Paradife Loft. See C. Smith's Poems, p, 164. He com¬ 
pares Paradife Regained, iii. 330, with Paradife Loft, i, 675. Pope 
in one of his Letters calls it his worjl mri,^* v. vol. viii. p. no, cd. 
Warton. 

^ See Rogers's Italy, p. 287, note P. 2. I. 13. ed. 1844. 
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cult to furpafs even in Paradife Loft. There is a (evere 
and noble beauty in the ftrudture and expreffion of the 
dialogue, wljich has always appeared to me to have im¬ 
bibed the Ipirit of the Grecian ftage, as felt in the moft 
perfedl and finilhed of its produflions ; where the boldeft 
conceptions, and the moft refined beauties, are feen in 
ftrid: harmony with the progreflive development of the 
plan, all contributing to the neceflary uniformity of im- 
preflion, and all obedient to the control of the poetic midd 
that created them. On the name given to this poem, which 
is a relation of the Temptation, a learned writer obferves, 
“ Whatever may be thought of the manner or corredtnefs 
with which this high matter has been handled by our emi¬ 
nent but moft mifguided poet, he fpoke not in that unfair 
authority when he referred to this event,—the Tempta¬ 
tion—-the Paradife regained for us the fecond Adam, which 
had been loft by the fuccefsful temptation of our firft Pro¬ 
genitor. This tranfadlion fymbolizing the whole vidlory 
of the Saviour of mankind over the Deftroyer. ”It is 
fuppoled that it was written while Milton was at Chal- 
font, though not publiftied till five years after.**® Of the 
Samfon Agoniftes it»muft be obferved, that the plot is 
not Ikilfully arranged, and that many of the lyrical mea- 
fures are totally deftitute of any intelligible rhythm, but 
it muft ever be confidered as one of the nobleft dramas 
in our language. Its moral fentiment, its pathetic feel¬ 
ing, its noble and dignified thoughts, its wife and weighty 
maxims, its severe religious contemplations clothed in 

See Mills'} Five Sermons, p. 15. See alfo his objeflion to our Lord 
being rapt thro’ the air and taken to feme eaftern mountain, p. 103. 

" See Nieeron, Mem. des Hommes III. tom. x, p. ii. p. 110. It was 
the dodrine of Peter Lombard, and the old divines, that the immediate 
confequence of Chrid’s vidlory over the temptation in the wildernefs, 
was the diminution of the fpiritual power, and the previoufly allowed 
dominion of Satan on the earth. 
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rich and feled language, and adorned with metaphor and 
give a furprifing elevation to the whole. War- 
burton conlidered it as a perfedt piece, and as.an imitation 
of the ancients, having, as it were, a certain gloominels 
intermixed with the fublime (the fubjeft not very dif¬ 
ferent, the fall of two heroes by a woman) which fliows 
more ferenely in his Paradife Loft. It is creditable to 
the tafte and judgment of Pope, that he did not adopt 
Atterbury’s fuggeftion of reviewing and poli/bing this 
piece, Samfon would have been twice ftiorn of his 
locks, and funk into a modern fon of Ifrael; and Pope 
would have failed on the fame ground, where his Mafter 
Dryden had fallen before him.''® 

To that multiplicity of attainments, and extent of com- 
prehenfion (lays Johnfon), that entitled this great author 
to our veneration, may be added a kind of humble dig¬ 
nity, which did not difdain the meaneft fervice in litera¬ 
ture. The epic poet, the controvertift, the politician 
having already defcended to accommodate children with 
a book of rudiments, now in the laft years of his life, 
compofed a book of logic for the inftrudlion of ftudents 
in philofophy : and publilhed Artis Logicas plenior In- 
ftitutio ad Petri Rami Methodum concinnata.” Of this 
book there was a fecond edition called for in the follow¬ 
ing year: it has never been tranflated, and is the only 
produdtion of Milton, that I confefs I have never had 
the leifure or the curiofity to read. 

In 1673 ** Treatife of true Religion, Herefie, 

Schifm, Toleration, and what beft means may be ufed 
againft the growth of Popery,” was publilhed. His 

‘ ”On Milton*s Defence of Tragedy^ prefixed to Samfon Agonijles^ 
fee Warton on Spenfer, voL ii. p. 357. Sec alfo Pbilologieal Mnfium^ 
vol. vi. p. 536. 

Sec Pope^s Letters^ vol viii. p. 116, cd. Newton. Sec Armftron^s 
IVorh^ vol. ii. p. 242. Sec BireVi Life^ p. Ixix. 
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principle of toleration is agreement in the fufficiency of 
ibripture: and he extends it to all who profefs to derive 
their opinions from the facred writings. The Papifts 
appealing to othgr teftimonies are not to be tolerated, for 
though they plead confcience,, “ we have no warrant,” he 
fays, '*to regard confcience, which is not founded on 
fcripture.” He confiders a diligent perufal of the Bible 
as the beft prefervative againft the error of the Popifh 
church, and he warns men of all profcflions, the country¬ 
man, the tradefman, the lawyer, the phyfician, the ftatef- 
man, not to excufe themfelves by their much bufinefs 
from the ftudious reading of the Bible. The objedt of 
Milton in this treatife was to forma “general Proteftant 
union ” againft the church of Rome, which he calls the 
“ common adverfary,” not by any compromife of the 
peculiar tenets of the Proteftant fedts, but by a liberal, 
and comprehenfive toleration grounded on the prin¬ 
ciple of making the Bible the rule of faith. “ Error,” 
he fays, is not herefy,” and he determines nothing to be 
herefy, but a wilful alienation from, or addition to the 
fcriptures. God, he fays, will alfuredly pardon all ftncere 
inquiries after truth, though miftaken in fome points of 
dodtrine ; and Ipeaking of the founders, or reviewers of 
fuch opinions in paft times, he adds, that God having 
made no man infallible, hath pardoned their involuntary 
errors. Such, in the doling evening of his life, were the 
laft thoughts of a pious, a learned, and a powerful mind, 
on a queftion connedted with the prefervation of true re¬ 
ligion ; a century and a half has clofed, lince this work 
■was written againft the “ worft of fuperftitions, and the 
heavieft of God’s judgments. Popery,” and it has latel/ 
been republilhed by a moft eminent and learned Prelate, 
to exhibit the folidity of its arguments, and to prove the 
unimpeachable piety of the author. 

In 1673, the fame year in which the above named 
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treatife appeared, Milton reprinted his Juvenile Poems, 
with additions, and fome few corredbions, accompanied 
with the Tradlate on Education. That his Latin poems 
were not received with greater applaufe by the foreign 
fcholars, has always been ipatter of aftoniftiment to me.*® 
If fome miftakes in quantity Ihocked tl\e learning of Sal- 
mafius, or offended the tafte of Heinfius,^ we muft re¬ 
coiled: that they are but few and unimportant, while they 
are well compenfated by a vigour of expreffion, a beauty 
of allufion, a fertility of imagery, and a truly poetical 
conception. Mr. Coleridge fays, “ You may find a few 
minute faults in Milton’s Latin verfes; but you will not 
perfuade me that if thefe poems had come down to us as 
written in the age of Tiberius, we ftiould not have con- 
(idered them to be very beautiful.” * Though Milton 
has formed his tafte on the beft models, and drawn his lan¬ 
guage from the pureft fources, his poems are not faded 
tranfcripts or flavifh imitations of the ancients.^ I know 


Morhof ranks Milton among the inferior Latin writers. See Poly 
bift. Lit. vol. i. p, 1070. Salmajii Re/ponjio, p. 5. 

* T. Warton lays that N. Heinlius had no tafte in poetry. I differ 
decidedly from this opinion, from an intimate acquaintance with his 
worb. I affirm that there never was a commentator on the Latin 
poets of finer tafte or happier Ikill. Bentley over and over again calls 
him “ elegantiflimus.” “ Solertiffimo ingenio—et critica et poetica 
laude nobilis.” Burraan, Pierfon (that admir.'Me Icholar), Wakefield, 
and others bear the llrongeft teftimony to his tafte and Ikill. De Puy 
fays, “Heinfius dclicatulas veneres, et lepores cum fingulari virtutc et 
doArina conjunxit.” v. Puteani Vita, p. I44, 4to. His Latin poems 
are elegant and correft, but very inferior to Milton’s in fertility of in¬ 
vention, and poetical feeling. He was called “ The Swan of Holland,” 
See Baillet, Jugement des Seavans, tom. vi. pt. ii. p. 359 - 

* Vide Tai/e Talk, vol. ii. p. 270. I have noticed, I believe, all 
the errors in quantity in the Notes to the Aldine edition. 

® The poets of Great Britain who have excelled in the compolition 
of Latin verfe might be thus arranged: Buchanan, Milton, T. May, 
Gray; and in the fecond order, Addifon, V. Bourne, and Aniley. 
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not where the fcholars of the coittment could have gone 
for more beautiful fpecimens of modern poetry than his 
Firft Elegy, and the Addrefs to his Father; and has Lu¬ 
cretius himlelf eyer clothed the bare and meagre form of 
metaphyfical Ipeculations in a robe of greater brilliancy, 
or adorned it with more dazzling jewels of poetry than 
in the following lines? who, that reads the argument, 
could have anticipated the change it underwent as it palled 
through the poet’s mind. 

DE IDEA PLATONICA QUEMADMODUM ARISTOTELES 

INTELLEXIT. 

Dicite facrorum prxfidcs nemorum 
Tuque O noveni perbeata numinis 
Mcmoria mater, queeque in inimenfo procu] 

Antro rccumbis otiofa iEternitas, 

Moiiumenta fervans, & ratas leges Jovhy 
Cxiique iallos atque ephemeridas Deum, 

Quis illc primus cujus ex imagine 
Natura folers finxic humanum genus, 

./Eternus^ incorruptus, xquxvus polo, 

• V « « * 

Seu fempiturnus illc fyderum comes 
Caeli pererratordincs dccemplicis, 

Citimunive terris incolic Lunx globum: 

Sive inter animas corpus adituras fedens 
Obliviofas torpet ad Leihes aquas; 

Sive in remota forte icrrarum plaga 
Incedic ingens hominis archetypus gigas, 

£t iis tremendus erigic celfiim caput 
Atlante major portitore fyderum. 

In 1674, the laft: year of his laborious and honourable 
life, he publiftiedjiis familiar letters in Latin; to which 
he added fbme clever and pleafing academical exercifes : 
and his long and fplendid lift of contributions to literature 

Cowley pofleffed a facility of vcrfification, but his poetry is neither claf- 
fical in its conception, nor conefl in its execution. See Morhof, 
vol. i. p. 1065. 
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ended with a tranflation of the Latin declaration of the 
Poles in favour of John the Third. Some doubts, how¬ 
ever, h?ive been entertained as to this tranflation having 
proceeded from the pen of Milton; but as they turn en¬ 
tirely on the internal evidence of the ftyle, they can ad¬ 
mit of no perfedt folution.'* 

Milton had long been a fufferer by the gout, which 
had now, with the advance of age, greatly enfeebled his 
conltitution. Confidering that his life was about to clofe,** 
he informed his brother Cliriftopher that he wifhed to 
didlate to him the difpofition of his property. He died 
by a quiet and fllent expiration, on Sunday, the 8 th of No¬ 
vember, 1674,*’ at his houfe in Bunhill Fields, in thefixty- 
lixth- year of his age, having furvived the lofs of his fight 
for three and twenty years. He was buried next his 
father in the chancel of St. Giles, Cripplegate, attended, 
as Toland informs us, by “all his learned and great friends 

in London, not without a friendly concourfe of the vul- 

^ 0 

gar.” His wife furvived him the long period of fifty-four 
years.^ Her receipt to the bookfeller for the copyright 

'* Milton left in MS. A Brief Hiftory of Mofcovia, and of other Icfs 
known Countries lying caftward of Rujfia as far as Cathay, printed in 
1688. On his'tra£l concerning the militia, 1642, 4to. unnoticed by his 
biographers, lee Todd*5 Life^ (iirll cd.) p. 127. In a CoUeSlion of Poems 
by C. Gildon, 1692, lamo. p. 92, is Julii Mazarini Cardinalis cpita- 
phium, auftore Joanne Milton, v. State Poems^ voJ, i. p. 56. Jlfr. 
Godwin j in his Life ofPhilips.^ p. 190, has mentioned a poem attributed 
to Milton, in State Poemsy 1697, in which is—Noah be d—d.” On 
the works attributed to him, fee Todd^s Life, p. 133—138; and New-^ 
tods Lifcy p, Ixxxiii. 

5 ‘<He would be very cheerful even in hi« goCltc fitts, and fing: He 
died of the goute ftruck in, the 9 or 10 November, 1674,35 appears by 
his * Apothecaries’ books,’ ”— Aubrey Lett. vol. iii. p. 449. 

® Johnfon fays, about the loth of November, and Mr. Hayley on 
the 15 th; but Mr. Todd has afcertained the exa£t date from a reference 
to the regifter of St. Giles's, Cripplegate. 

’ See Hunteds Notes on Sbakefpeare^ p* 337. 
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of Milton’s Profe Works exifts, I am told, in the church 
library of Houghton Conqueft. 

The original ftone laid upon the grave of Milton was 
renioved not many years after his interment; and no me¬ 
morial of the Poet’s fame exifted in the church in which 

• 

he was buried,® till by Mr. Whitbread’s munificence, a 
marble buft, and tablet, recording the date of his birth 
and death were eredted in the middle aifle. To the au¬ 
thor of Paradife Loft a fimilar tribute of refpedt was paid 
in 1737, by Mr. Auditor Benfon; and his monument, 
adorned with a buft, was placed at the expenfe of that 
gentleman in Weftminfter Abbey. 

Thus was Milton’s wifti, though late, fulfilled: 

**Ille meos artus liventi morte folutos 
Curaret parva cotnponi inollitcr urna, 

Forfitan Sc noftros ducat de marmore vultus.” 

Manfus^ vcr. 90. 

When the inftription, written by Atterbury, to the 
memory of John Philips, was exhibited to Dr. Sprat, 
then Dean of Weftminfter, he refufed to admit it, be- 
caufe the Poet was faid to be “ foli Miltono fecundus.” 
This anecdote was related to Johnfon by Dr. Gregory. 
Such has been the change of opinion, he added, that I 
have feen eredted in the church the ftatue of that man, 
whole name I once knew confidered as a pollution of its 
walls. 

Milton, in his youth, is faid to have been eminently 
handfome. He was called the Lady of his college.® 

® On the ditinterment of the fuppofed coffin and corpfe of Milton in 
Augnft, 1790, Ice the Pamphlet of P. Neve, ifq. and Todd’s Life, p. 
I3p. The exa£l place iii the church where Milton and his father lie 
is not afeertained. The father died about 1647. Speed the Hiftorian 
and Fox the Martyrologift are buried in the iame church. 

• Saltnafius fays, “ Tu quern olim I tali pro feemind habuerunt.” 
Salmas. Refp. p. 23, in his Prolufiones Acad. p. 132, he fays of him- 
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His complexion was frefli and fair.^® His hair, which 
was of a light brown, was parted in front, and hung down 
upon his fhoulders.“ He was of a moderate ftature, or 
rather below the middle lize. His eyes yirere of a greyifli 
colour ; and when he was totally deprived of fight, he 
fays that they did not betray the lois. His voice and 
ear were raufical.^^ He was vigorous and active, delight¬ 
ing in the exercife of the fmall fword. Of his figure in 
his declining days, the following fketch has been left by 
Richardfon.—An ancient clergyman of Dorfetfhire, Dr. 


fclf, “ A quibulclam audivi, nuper domina,* &c. Virgil was called 
“ Parthenlus/* See his Life. 

On the portraits of Milton confult Tcdd^s Life (lecond edit.), p. 
141, note; that I alfo faw one of him, when young, at Lord Townlhend’s 
at Rainham, but many years have palTed^ and I cannot recollefl any 
particulars. Charles Lamb, Efq. pon'cHed an original portrait, left 
by his brother, and accidentally bought in London. A miniature by 
S. Cooper has been lately placed in the Duke of Buccleuch’s poilelGon. 
Confplt alfo 2 '. Warlords Milton.^ p. 331. As regards his portrait by 
W. Marlhall, prefixed to his Poems (and which Salniafius did not diflike), 
he fays, in his Defenjio contra Morum^ Tu effigiem mihi diffimillimam 
praefixam Poematibus vidilti. Ego verd fi im^lfu et ambitibne librarii, 
me imperito Sculptor!, proptcrea quod in urbe alius eo tempore belli non 
erat, in fabri fealpendum permifi, id me neglexifie potius earn reni ar- 
guebat, cujus tu mihi nimium cultum objicis.*’ v. Profe Works, vol. v. 
p* 303 ; but Morus liad drawn a different conclufion. ** An deformita- 
tem tibi vitio verterem, qui helium ctiam credidi maxime, poilquam, 
tuis prafixam Poematibus comptulam iconem illam vidi?” Salmafius re¬ 
proaches him with the lofs of his beauty. Malo illo magnam partem 
tuae pulchritudinis deperiifTe, pro eo ac debeo, doleo: nam in oculis 
maxime viget ac valet formae decus, quid Itali nunc dicerent, fi tc vidc- 
rent cum ifia tua foeda lippitudine.” Samas. Refp.jj* 15. 1 have 
heard that an original portrait of Milton (about thirty years of age) has 
been difeovered by Mr. R. Lemon of the State Paper Office. 

In this he differed from his friends the Puritans: fee defeription of 
the Puritan hair croppedxn CoL Hutcbin/onls Memoirs^ and ft^Homs^s 
Perjius^ p. 105. 

Sec Fenton^s Notes on Waller, p. cii. 



LIVE OF MILTON. mVii 

Wright, found John Milton in a fmall chamber hung 
with rufty green, fitting in an elbow chair, and drefled 
neatly in black; pale, but not cadaverous; his hands and 
feet gouty, and with chalk ftones. . . He ufed 

alfo to fit in a gray coarfe cloth coat, at the door of 
his houfe near Bunhill Fields, in warm funny weather, to . 
enjoy the frefli air; and fo, as well as in his room, re¬ 
ceived the vifits of people of diftinguilhed parts, as well 
as quality. 

His domefiic habits were thofe of a fevere and tem¬ 
perate ftudent. He drank little wine, and fed without 
any luxurious delicacy of choice. In his youth, he ftu- 
died till midnight; but warned by the early decay of fight, 
and his difordered health, he afterwards changed his 
hours, and refted in bed^‘ from nine till four in the fum- 
mer, and five in the winter months. If at thefe hours 
he was not dilpofed to rife, he had a perfon by his bed- 
fide to read to him.^® When he had rifen, he had a 
chapter in the Hebrew Bible read to him, and ftudied 
till twelve. He then took fome exercife for an hour in 
his garden, dined, played on the organ, and either fang 
himfelf, or made his wife fing, who had a good voice, 

Ruharijon s Life of Miltonj I 734 » P- 

1 ** The bed on which Milton died was given by Mr. Hollis to Akcn- 
fide the poet, who was delighted with the prel'cnt. See Hollises Me¬ 
moirs, p. 112. 

Milton had taught his two younger daughters to pronounce cxaflly 
the Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Italian, Spanifli, and French, without un- 
derftanding the meaning of the languages. This at length became fo 
irkfome, that, on their expreffing their uneafincfs, they were fent out to 
learn embroidery, &c. Ellwood, Ed. Philips, and Skinner read to him. 
He ofed to fay, in his daughters* hearing, that one tongue was enough 
for a woman, v. Philips* Life, p. 42. Milton's memory and learning 
were almoil as wonderful as his genius; and after he grew blind, it is 
not likely that he would dcfire to have any foreign books read to him, 
but fuch as he was mell acquainted wiib^ Sec Beattie s EJfays, p. ayS*- 
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though not a muilcal ear. He again ftudied till fix; en¬ 
tertained his vifitors^® till eight; and fupped upon olives, 
or fome light thing,^^ and after a pipe of tobacco, and a 
glafs of water, went to bed. That Miltpn and his wife 
ufed to dine in the kitchen, as appears in the affidavit of 
their maidfervant, Mary Fifiter, I fuppofe might be owing 
to the homely and Ample cuftom of the times among 
plain people, and cannot be adduced as a mark of poverty 
or meaniiefs.** 

He compoled much in the night and morning, and 
dictated in the day, fitting obliquely in an elbow chair, 
with his leg thrown over the arm. Fortune, as Johnfon 
obferves, appears not to have had much of his care. He 
loft, by different cafualties, about four thoufand pounds; 
yet his wants were fo few, and his habits of life fo unex- 
penfive, that he was never reduced to indigence. He 
fold part of his library before his death,'® and left his 
widow about fifteen hundred pounds. She fold the re- 

“ He was vifited by the learned, much more than he did! defire.” 
V. Aubrey Lett. vol. iii. p. 443. “ Foreigners came much to fee him, and 
admired him, and ofiered to him great prefcrnifnts to come over to them; 
and the only inducement of Icveral foreigners that came over, was to lee 
O. Proteftor and Mr. J. Milton; and would fee the houfe and chamber 
where he was born. He was much more admired abroad than at 
home.” 

It was when he was infirm and fick, that he addrefled his wife, as 
Mary Filher tells us Ihe overheard. “ Who having provided ibmeihing 
for deceafed's dinner which he very well liked, he fpake to his faid wife, 
thelc or the like words, as near as this deponent can remember. ‘ God 
have mercy, Betty, I fee thou wilt perform according to thy promife, in 
providing me fuch difhes as I think fit while I live; and when I die, 
thou knowefl: I have left thee all.” Milton had two iervant-maids, 
Mary and Elizabeth Filher. See his will. His man-fervant was B. 
Green. See Milton’s Agreement in the Appendix. 

Milton was in tolerable circumftances. Sec Jaekfon's Thirty LtU 
iers, p. 234. 

He is faid to have borrowed fifty pounds of Jonathan Hartop of 
Aldbsrough in Yorklhire, who died in 1791, at the age of 138. He 
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mainder of the Poet’s books to a bookfeller at Shrewf- 
bury. Fenton fays, “ Though he abode in the heritage 
of oppreflbrs, and the fpoils of the country lay at his feet, 
neither his confcience, nor his honour could ftoop to 
gather them.” * 

It has been agreed by all, that he was of an equal and 
cheerful temper, and plealing and inftrudtive in converfa- 
tion.^ His daughter faid, “ her father was delightful 
company, the life of the converfation ; and that, on ac¬ 
count of a flow of fubjedt, and an unaffecSed cheerfulnefs 
and civility.’^ Richardfon lays, “ that Milton had a gra¬ 
vity in his temper,.not melancholy, or not till the latter 
part of his life ; not four, or morofe, or ill natured, but 
a certain feverity of mind, a mind not condefcending to 
little things : ” and Aubrey adds, that he was fatiri- 
cal.’’^"* 

His literature was unqueftionably immenfe; his adver- 
faries admitted that he was the moft able and acute fcho- 
lar living. With the Hebrew, and its two dialedts, he 
was well acquainted, in the Greek, Latin, Italian, French, 
and Spanilh languages, he was eminently {killed. In La- 

returned the loan with honour, though not without much difficulty, as 
his circumftances were very low. Mr. Hartop would have declined 
receiving it, but the pride of the Poet was equal to his genius, and he 
fent the money with an angry letter, which was found among the cu¬ 
rious pofleffions of the venerable old man.’* See E/tJion^s HumiW Lo7t- 
gevity, .p. 241, (a book however of little authority). ToJand fays, 
towards the latter part of his time he contra&ed his library, both be- 
caufe the heirs he left could not make a right ufe of it, and that he 
thought he might fell it more to their advantage than they could be able 
to do ihcmfelvcs.*’ v. Life^ p. 142. 

See NewtofCs Life^ p. xci- 

** In the Paradife Loft, indeed in every one of his poems, it is Mil- 
ton himjelf you fee. His Satan, his Adam, Raphael, almojl bis 
Eiti ^—are all John Milton, and it is a fenfe of this intenfe egotifm that 
gives me the greateft pleafurc in reading Milton’s Works. The egotifm 
of fuch a man is a revelation of Ipirit.” Sec Coleridge*s Table Talk^ 
voh ii« p. 240. 
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tin, his knowledge was fuch, as to place him in the firft 
rank of writers and critics. He himfelf relates that his 
round of ftudy and reading was ceafelefs; and that his life 
had not been unexpenfive in learning and voyaging about. 
The claflical books, in which he moft' delighted, were 
Homer, whofe two poems, Toland fays, he could almoft 
repeat without book, Ovid’s" Metamorphofes, and Eu 
ripides; his copy of the latter poet, with fome critical 
obfervations in the margin, was in the pofle/Tion of the 
late Sir Henry Halford.^'^ Lord Charlemont, defcended 
from a filler of Mr. King, the Lycidas of Milton, pof- 
fefled his Lycophron, in which are fome remarks writ¬ 
ten in his clear and beautiful hand. As a further proof 
of the diligence and exadlnefs with which he read books 
of not common occurrence, I lhall mention, that I have 
feen a copy of the Sonnetti of Varchi that belonged to 
him, in which the moll curious expreffions, and the more 
poetical paflages were underlined, and marked v/ith extra¬ 
ordinary care. He is faid to have read Plautus repeat¬ 
edly, in order “ to rail with more choice phrafe at Salma- 
fius.” Plato and Dcmollhenes are fuppofed to have been 
his favourite authors in Greek profe ;■ and among the Ro¬ 
man hiftorians, he has decreed to Salluft^^ the palm of 
fuperiority. His Ikill in Rabbinical literature, in which 

Deborah, his daughter, informed Dr. Ward, that ** Ifaiah, Homer, 
and Ovid, were works which they were ofti i called to read to their 
father.” In his Prolujiones, p. 8i, he calls ‘'Ovidius poctarum elc- 
gantifliniiM.” 

23 Warton has traced this book from its poficlTor, Bi/hop Hare, in 
1740, to Mr. Cradock, who bequeathed it to Sir Henry Halford. See 
his Milton^ p. 569. See fome letters concerning it in CradoePs Me^ 
moirsy vol. iv. p. 137—r*40- Milton’s emendations of the text are 
given, 1 think, in Jodrell's Euripides, Milton’s Copy of Aratus with 
his Autograph and MS. Notes, formerly in the pofTeflion of Mr. Up¬ 
ton, is now in the Britilh Mufeum. 

See his Latin Letters^ (cd. 1674,) p. 53. 
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he has not been followed by his commentators, was unu- 
fually great. Of the Englilh poets, it is laid he fet moft 
value on Spenfer, Shakefpeare, and Cowley. Spenfer®® 
was apparently his favourite. Of Jonfon, Mr. Gifford 
fays, Milton wdfe the unwearied, though unnoticed fol¬ 
lower. Dr. Johnfon feems furprifed at his approbation 
of Cowley, a poet whofe ideas of excellence are fo differ¬ 
ent from his own; thefe are fafts for which it is difficult 
to account; Scaliger preferred Statius to Virgil; and who 
would have fuppofed that Rubens could have faid, if he 
were not Rubens, he could wiffi to be Poelemberg ? 

That Milton read the works of thofe dramatic poets 
who were the contemporaries or fucceffors of Shakefpeare, 
is evident, from his having tranflated fome of their beau¬ 
tiful expreffions into his works; and he mentions in his 
Apology for Smeitymnuus, that he was much enamoured 
of romances in his youth. His charadter of Dryden was, 
that he was a good rhymift, but no poet; for we may 
well fuppofe that the charms of Dryden’s poetry pof- 
fefled few attradlions for his mind, which had long been 
formed in other models and in another fchool. 

The political opinions of Milton are thofe of a tho¬ 
rough republican, which Johnfon thinks was founded on 
an envious hatred of greatnefs, and a fullen defire of in¬ 
dependence.®® This conclufion is fo uncharitable and un- 


** “ Milton acknowledged to me that Spenfer was his original,” v. 
Dryden's Pref. to bis Fables, p. xx. and Ded. to Juvenal, p. 126. For 
his charaAer of Milton, fee EJ/ay on Satan, vol. xiii. p. 17, cd. Scott, 
and p. 112, vol. xviii. p. 239. 

“ The bard who next the new-born faint addrcft 
Has Milton for his wondrous Poem bleft.” 

See Malonis Suppl, to Shakefpeare, vol. i. p. 686. Pearce fays, that 
“ he could point out to Bentley, ‘ a hundred words (I believe) in Mil- 
ton to be met with in no author before him,’” vol. v. p. 198. 

“ Sec W^artPs EJfay on the Revolution of; 1688, vol. i. pp. 43, 50, 
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juft, that it muft recoil with injury on him who made it. 
No one can read Milton’s writings, or contemplate his 
life, without being perfuaded that his firft deftre was the. 
freedom, and through that, the happinefs of his country. 
Other great and good men were republicans, as well -as 
Milton; and who amid the difficulties of thofe evil days, 
was to diredt his line of condudt fo clearly as to fay, that no 
other courle could be purfucd with innocence and fafety ? 
I am not called upon to exprefs an opinion as to the 
juftice of the caufe which he elpoufed ; a queftion which 
includes a multitude of relations, and is fpread through 
too great a variety of circumftances, and muft indeed be 
deduced through too minute explications, to admit of be¬ 
ing comprehended in a work like this; but I am bound 
to vindicate his charadter from the charge of being influ¬ 
enced in his great patriotic exertions by any feelings but 
thofe of a good and elevated nature. Men of moft en¬ 
lightened minds, of inflexible virtue, and of the moft de¬ 
voted attachment to their country, fincere and moft ftu- 
dious of the public happinefs, were feen oppofed to each 
other in the fenate and in the field. The fame arguments 
do not operate with the fame force dn different minds; 
** In all the public contefts we have had,” fays Algernon 
Sydney, “ men of good judgment and integrity have fill¬ 
ed both parties. There was a great and complicated 
queftion before them, the dangers and difficulties of which 
thickened as it advanced: good and brave men Iqoked on 
it in different fhades of forrow or of hope, according to 
their tempers or habits of thought; and that which Mil- 
ton contemplated as the bright downing of a more glo¬ 
rious day, came lowering with fuch clouds and darknefs, 
as to fink the virtuous heart of Falkland even to defpair. 


54, on Charles and the Parliament; Hallam's Conftituthnal HiJierjf 
vol. ii. p. 215 ; Blatkjienis Cammentarits, vol. i. p. 412. 
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** I know,” fays Mr. Coleridge, “ no portion of hiftoty 
which a man may write with fo much pleafure as that of 
the great ftruggle in the time of Charles the Firft, becaufe 
he may feel the profoundeft refpedt for both parties. The 
fide taken by a particular perfon was determined by the 
point of view which fuch perfon happened to command 
at the commencement of the inevitable colHJion, one line 
feeming ftraight to this man, another line to another. 
No man of his age faw the truth—the whole truth. 
There was not light enough for that.” ‘ 

Harrington^® had obferved “ that the troubles of the 
times were not to be attributed wholly to wilfulnels or fac¬ 
tion, neither to the milgovernment of the prince, nor the 
ftubbornnefs of the people, but to a change in the balance 
of property, which fince Plenry the Seventh’s time had 
been daily falling into the fcale of the commons, from that 
of the king, and the lords;®® thus, as a fenfible and tem¬ 
perate writer obferves, the opulence and independence of 
the commons tended to produce a popular government, 
and the introdudlion of mercenary armies to aggrandize 
the crown. Hence the conteft between the king and the 

®^See Coleridge's Table Talky vol. ii. p. 170. 

20 See Burnet's Introd, to Milton^s Proje Works., vol. 5 . p. 9, 

That a change in the balance of property, can fed the troubles, lee 
Life of Harrington^ pt. xv. 410. p. 65, nor was there any thing How 
wanting to the dcftrudlion of the throne, but that the people, not apt to 
lee their own ftrength, Ihould be put to feel it, &c.” {^Oceana); again, 
p. 366, “The growth of the people of England, fince the timenotited, 
of the nobility and clergy in the reign of Q. Elizabeth, to men that flood 
with the intent or indeed the nature and poflibility of a well-founded or 
durable monarchy, was now prefently perceived, but withal temporized 
in council,” &c. (the art of lawgiving). ‘‘ From the reign of Edward I. 
(to go n.o farther backward),” fays Mr. Coleridge, ** there was a fpirit 
of freedom in the people at large, which air our kings in their fenfes 
were cautious not to awaken by too rudely treading on it; but for in- 
diviiuals^ as fuch, there was none till the confliB with the StuartsP — 
Literary Remains, vol. iii. p. 185. 

k 
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people, the one to extend his prerogative, the other to 
augment their privileges.®® The petition of rights col- 
ledted the grievances of the nation into one view, and 
ftated the acknowledged limits of the jprerogative, and 
the undifputed rights of the people.” Putting afide all fa¬ 
vourite and partial views, and looking at the queftion with 
an equal indifference, it may be faid, that all muft have 
feen the neceffity of amending the manner in which the 
government was conduced, what wonder if fome objected 
even to the form ? The difpute in faft, as Dr. Baiguy 
obferves, was a conflict between governors who ruled by 
will not by law ; and fubjeds who would not fuffer the 
law itfelf to control their aftions.®* Milton might have 
de/paired (for he had no example at home before him) of 
feeing that limited and legal monarchy, which we never 
pofTefled till the reign of the Stuarts had paffed away : 
and which for the firft time erefted the fafety of the throne 
on the fecured liberty of the fubjeft, and the inviolable 
landlity of the laws. Periods like the one we are con¬ 
templating, occafionally recurring, and long and fecretly 
prepared, produce, when they arrive, great ferment and 
defire of change in the minds of m^n: nor muft we too 
ieverely blame thofe who in the ardour of hope afpire to 
a perfedlion that human inftitutions have never reached, 
and who, difgufted with the real abufes of the paft, would 
turn to the imaginary advantages of <’he future. It was 

^ fcarce ever had a PrincCy^ lays Burke, “who by fraud or 

violence had not made Ibmc infringement on the conllitution; we fcarce 
ever had a Parliament which I knew, where it attempted to fet limits 
to the royal authority, or to fee limits to i.s own. ^ Evils attacked con¬ 
tinually called for reformation, and reformations more grievous than any 
evils.” See Barkers View of Nat, Society^ p. 59. 

See on this fubjeft, Hurd^s Dialogues^ Warburtotfs Letters to Mr, 
Tork, King^s Anecdotes of his own TimeSy HallanCs Conjl, Hift, vol. i. 
p. 570. Lyttelton s Hift, of Henry II, vol. i. Prf. may be confultcd 
with advantage. 
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the error of Milton,” fays Mr. Coleridge,Sidney and 
others of that age, to think it poffible to conftrudt a pure 
and ariftocratic government independent of all paflton, and 
ignorance, and foj-did nature.” Milton wilhed for a re¬ 
public, beft fecilring, as he thought, the liberty and hap- 
pineft of the people; great then was his indignation, when 
he faw the prelbyterian fynod throw away furplice and 
cope, and yet put on all but the old epifcopal robes; and 
the man of “ little lefs than divine virtue,” the father of 
his country, the leader of her armies, the moft glorious of 
her citizens, the founder and protedtor of her liberty; 
him who had defpifed the name of king for majefty, yet 
more majeftic; whom God manifeftly favoured, that 
he was in all things his helper! when he faw this bold 
imperious ufurper put olF the Puritan’s cloak, lay down 
his battered breaftplate, and ftepping on the neck of 
crowned fortune,” *^ take pofleflion of the empty throne. 
He hated Popery, as it was flavifli, ignorant, antichrif- 
tian, and idolatrous : deep therefore was his forrow, when 
he fpoke of the diflblutenefs of a returning court, of a 
queen in moft likelihood outlandilh and a Papift, and a 
queen mother with their fumptuous court, and numerous 
train. In difappointment and difguft he turned away from 
fights like thefe, to contemplate the example of the United 
Provinces, which he calls a potent and flourifhing repub- 


Such are the exprcflions ufed relating to Cromwell, and the titles 
given to him by Milton, in The Second Defence^ Milton wrote 
two letters to Cromwell, one in favour of Marvell, one with his Second 
Defence^ fee BircVs Life^ p. xl. Cromwell was highly gifted as a 
preacher, as well as diftinguilhcd as a warrior; witncfs his learned, de¬ 
vout, and confcientious excrcifc held at Mr. Peter Temple’s, Lincoln’s- 
Inn-Fields, upon Romans xiii. i. See Scotfs Dryden^ vol, x, p. 141. 

^ Compare Jm. MarceUinus, lib.xxv, p, 4. Felicitas itaeminct, uc 
ipfis quodammodo cervicibus futura aliquandiu gubernatrkU coadus. 
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lie! ^ “ The moft difficult paflage,” fays Mr. Campbell^ 
“ of Milton’s life, for his biographers to comment on with 
entire latisfaftion, is his continued awe and terror of Crom¬ 
well’s anger, after Cromwell had become a tyrant. Nor 
was he uncandid to deny that his fear of the return of the 
Stuarts, the fymptoms of his having been feldom at the 
Ufurper’s court, and the circumftance of his having given 
his advice to fpare the liberties of the people, form fome 
apology for this tiegative adherence. But if the people, 
according to his own ideas, were capable of liberty after 
Cromwell’s death, they were equally fo before it: and a 
refignation of his profit under the Defpot would have 
been a better and fuller facrifice to public principles, than 
any advice. From ordinary men this is more than could 
be expected, but Milton preached to others fuch aufter- 
ity of duty, that in proportion to the altitude of his cha- 
rafter, the world, which looked to his principle, had a 
right to exped his pradical virtue to be fevere.” 

The biographers of Milton, when fpeaking of his fa¬ 
mily, have mentioned his brother Chriftopher, and his 
filler Anne. It appears by a more diligent inquiry, that 
the names of two other lifters, Tatitha and Sarah, are 
mentioned in the baptifmal regifter, and the death of Sa¬ 
rah only is recorded. Chriftopher was a royalift, and af¬ 
ter his brother’s death became a judge. In the rebellion 
he compounded for his eftate, the fine levied upon him 
being two hundred pounds. He long refided at Ipfwich, 
but afterwards moved to the neighbouring village of 
Rulhmore,'*'" where he died, and was buried in the porch 
of St. Nicholas, in March, 1692. He was knighted by 

Yet on the Republic of the United Provinces, fee the fentiments of 
a Church of England Man, in Swift's Mifcellanics, vol. i. p. 63. 

CampbelPs Specimens of the Englijh Poets, vol. iv. p. 164. 

* The houfe where he lived, I underftand, is near the church in the 
village of Ruihmere, was a farm-houfe, and has been lately altered. 
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James the Second. Philips fays of him that he was a 
perfon of a modeil and quiet temper, preferring juftice 
and virtue before all worldly pleafure and grandeur; but 
that in the hegipning of the reign of James the Second, 
for his known integrity and ability in law, he was by fome 
perfons of quality recommended to the king, and at a call 
of ferjeants received the coif, and the fame day was fworn 
one of the Barons of the exchequer: and foon after made 
one of the judges of the Common Pleas: but his years 
and indilpofition not well brooking the fatigue of public 
employment, he continued not long in either of thefe 
ftations, but having his Quietus eft ” retired to a coun¬ 
try life, his ftudy and devotion. Toland’s account of 
him certainly is lefs favourable, he fays, that he “ was 
of a very fuperftitious nature, and a man of no parts or 
ability, and that James, wanting a fet of judges that could 
declare his will to be fuperior to our legal conftitution, 
appointed him one of the Barons of exchequer.” His 
lifter Anne was married firft to a Mr. Philips, and. after 
his death to a Mr. Agar; by her firft hufband Ihe had 
two fons, Edward and John, whom Milton educated, who 
were perfons of clevernefs and learning: and both of whom 
were authors.’’^ Edward’s affedtion and refpedl for his 
uncle is difplayed in every page of his biography. Milton 
had children only by his firft wife; and three daughters, 
Anne, Mary, and Deborah were the fruits of his marriage."'* 
Anne, though deformed, married, and died in childbed. 

Their biography has been written by Mr. Godwin in an enter¬ 
taining and intercAing volume. 

Dr. Birch tranferibed the regiftry of the birth of Milton^s children 
from his own writing, in a blank leaf of his wife’s bible; his fon John 
was born on Saturday, March i6, 1650. His three daughters each 
received 100/. as their fortune, from their llcpmother Elizabeth, and the 
three receipts bearing their three fignatures were fold among the books 
and manulbripts of James Bofwcll, Efq. in 1825 ; fee alfo Mr, Todd's 
Life, (firft ed.) p. 186, note. 
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Mary died fingle. JDeborah, the youngeft, married Abra¬ 
ham Clark, a weaver, in Spitalfield, and lived feventy- 
fix years, to Auguft, 1727. This is the daughter of whom 
public mention is made. She could repeat,- as Profeflbr 
Ward of Greftiam College related on his own knowledge, 
the firft lines of Homer, of the Metamorphofes, and fome 
of Euripides, from having often heard them. To her 
Addifbn made a prefent, and Queen Caroline fent her a 
purfe of fifty guineas. She is reported* to have been the 
favourite of her father ; though in copfequence of a dif- 
agreement with her ftepmother, three or four years before 
Milton’s death, Ihe left his houfe and went to refide with 
a lady named Merian in Ireland. On being fhown a por¬ 
trait which ftrongly refembled Milton, Ihe exclaimed with 
tranfport, ’Tis my father! ’tis my dear father! When 
flte was introduced to Addifon, he faid, “ Madam, you 
need no other voucher, your face is a fufficient teftimo- 
nial whofe daughter you are.”"**^ She appeared to be a 
woman of good fenle, and genteel behaviour, and to bear 
the inconveniences of a low fortune with decency and pru¬ 
dence. Milton fays, in his will, thq^t he fpent the greateft 
part of his eftate in providing for his children in his life¬ 
time ; I prefume that he fpeaks of the expenfe of their 
education, and their maintenance on a feparate eftablifh- 
ment, while learning curious and ingenious forts of ma- 
nufafture,^' and embroidering in gold and filver. The 

It was when Faithornc^s crayon-drawing was Ihown to her by 
Vertue the engraver, that Ihe cried out, Oh Lord ! that is the pidlure 
of my father! how came you by it?” and ftroking d[pwn the hair of 
her forehead, flic faid, "juft fo my father wore his hair.” v. Todd^s 
Milton^ (fccondcd.) p. 143, note. 

See Birch*s Life, p. Ixxvi. and fee a letter from Vertue, the en¬ 
graver, to Mr. Chriflian (Aug. 12, 1721,) in Gent. Mag. May, 1831; 

p. 4 ^ 9 * 

" Anne Milton is lame, but hath a trade, and can live by the fame. 
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ftory of their furreptitioufly felling their father’s books 
during his life, refts on the teftimony of a maid-fervant 
alone, whom the biographers are difinclined to believe ; 
but that they were undutiful and unkind children, care- 
lefs of him when blind, and deferring him in his age, we 
have unfortunately the authority of Milton himfelf/^ 
The laft known furvivor of the Poet’s family was Eli¬ 
zabeth, the daughter of this Deborah Clark,'"'* who mar¬ 
ried Thomas Fofter, a weaver, in Spitalfields. She kept 
afmall chandler’s Ihop near Shoreditch Church. In 1750, 
April 5th, Comus was played for her benefit. The pro¬ 
fits of the night were only a hundred and thirty pounds. *'^ 
Of this fum, fays Johnfon, twenty pounds were given by 
Tonfon, a man who is to be praifed as often as he is 

wliich is the making of gold and filver lace, and which the dcccafed bred 
lier up to." Eliz. Fijhefs Dcpofition^ 

See Todd*i Life^ p. 290. Philipses Life^ p.lxvi. prefixed to M/ 7 - 
tords Profe Works, cd, Pickering. It appears that his daughters lived 
quite apart from their father the laft four or five years of his life: and 
that he knew little about them, nor whether they frequented church or 
not. See Chriflopber Miltords Depofition, p. 274, ed. Todd, 

Caleb Clark, her fdh, was parifli clerk of Madras. His children 
were the laft defeendants of the Poet, but of them nothing farther is 
known. See Mr. Hawkins’s Note in Newtords Life, p. cxi. Dr. Birch 
narrates the converfation he held with Mrs. Fofter, who told him that 
Milton^s fecond wife did not die in childbed, as Philips and Toland al 
fert, but about three months after of a confumption, v. p. Ixxvii. 

The above account by Dr, Johnfon is not quite correft. The re¬ 
ceipts of the houle were 147/- 14J. 6 d, from which 80/. were dedufted 
for cxpenlcs. Such is the ftatement of Mr. Is. Reed. Some accounts 
of circumftances that led the public attention towards Milton's grand¬ 
daughter may be ften in Hollids Mem, p. 116. An Advcrtilement of 
Johnfon’s firtt fuggefted fome plan of belief. It is in BoftoelPs Life, 
vol. i. p. 196. 

Voltaire fays he was in London at the time. **J’etais a Londres 
quand on^apprit qg’il y avoit une fillc de Milton aveugle, vieillc ct pau- 
vre, cn un quart d’heurc cllc fut riche." See Cor^efpond, Generaie, tom. 
vii. p. 401, 
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named; one hundred pounds were placed in the funds, 
the reft augmented their little ftock, with which they re¬ 
moved to Iflington. Johnfon doles his Life of Milton 
by informing us that he had the honour of contributing 
the Prologue to the play. Mrs. Fofter died, aged 66, in 
the year 1754.''® Of the defendants of Sir Chriftopher 
Milton, fome account is given in the Life of Milton by 
Newton. 

It only now remains to give a Ihort account of a Trea- 
tife of Theology, bearing the name of Milton, lately dif- 
covered. Toland, in his Life of Milton, had informed 
us that he compiled a fyftem of divinity, but whether in¬ 
tended for public view, or collefted merely for his own 
ule, he could not determine ; and Aubrey affords further 
particulars, by mentioning that Milton’s Idea Theologias 
was in raanufcript in the hands of Mr. Skinner, a mer¬ 
chant’s fon in Mark Lane. Wood mentions Cyriack 
Skinner as the depofitory of this work, which he calls 
** The Body of Divinity,” at that time, or at leaft lately 
in the hands of Milton’s acquaintance Cyriack Skinner. 
It is well known that this treatife was difcovered with 
the name of Milton attached to it, by Mr. Lemon in the 
State Paper Office a few years ftnce. It appears, that 
Mr. Daniel Skinner commenced a correfpondence with 
the celebrated Elzevir, the printer at Amfterdam, on the 
fubjedt of the State Letters, and the Theological Treatife 
of Milton. Skinner was at that time fellow of Trinity 
College, Cambridge. Of the Letters, and of the firft one 
hundred and ninety-fix pages of the Treatife, he had 

been the copyift. He is fuppofed alfo to have been one 

___ ^ 

^On Thurfday laft, May 9, 1754, died at Iflington, in the 66th 
year of her age, after a long and painful illnefs, which flie fuftained'with 
chriflian fortitude and patience, Mrs. Elizabeth Foftq||p granddaughter of 
Milton. This paragraph from a contemporary ncwfpapcr, is preferved 
in the Memi^jrs ofT. Hollis^ vol. i. p. 114- 
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of thofe whom Milton had daily about him to read to him. 
On infpeftion of the Manufcript, Elzevir was alarmed at 
the freedom of the political and theological opinions ad¬ 
vanced in it, and declined printing it. Skinner took away 
the manulcript, which had by this time attracted the at- 
. tention of the government. Ifaac Barrow, then matter of 
Trin. Coll, fent a peremptory order to Skinner to repair 
immediately to college, and warned him againtt publilhing 
any writing mifchievous to the church and ttate. It is 
not known with exaftnefs when Skinner returned to Eng¬ 
land, but he had an interview with Sir Jofeph William- 
fon, fecretary of ttate ; and it is fuppofed that he delivered 
up the manufcripts to hin;. fhe remainder of the trea- 
tife is written in a female hand, the fame which tranfcribed 
the fonnet, 

Methought I faw my late efpoufed Saint, 

now among the manufcripts at Cambridge, and this fcribe 
is fuppofed to have been his daughter Mary or Debo- 
rah.'“’’ This part of the volume is interfperfed with in¬ 
terlineations and corrections in a different and unknown 
hand. The whole tneatife repofed on the flielves of the 
old State Paper Office in Whitehall till the year 1823, 
when Mr. Lemon, the Deputy Keeper, difeovered it, 
loofely wrapped up in two or three fheets of printed 
paper which proved to be the proof fheets of Elzevirs 
Horace. The State Letters were in the fame parcel, 
and the whole was inclofed in a cover directed to Mr. 
Skinner, Merchant.'*' 


■** Milton’s granddaughter aflerted that he would not allow his daugh¬ 
ters to be taught to write: but Aubrey mentions that his youngelt 
daughter was his amanuenfls, and it appears that Mrs. Fofter was mif- 
taken alfo in other p||ticulars. 

” See Skinner’s Letter to Pepys on this Manufeript, Pepys' Corref- 
ptndente, vol. i. p. 169-181, and vol. ii. p. 297. 
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The title of the work is ** De Do< 5 triiia Chriftiana/® 
ex Sacris duntaxat Libris petita, Difquilitionum Libri duo 
pofthumi; ” but it is fuppofed to have been chofen after 
Milton’s death, by thofe into whofe poifelilon the manu- 
fcript had pafled. When it was difcovered, it was placed 
in the hands of Dr. Sumner, then chaplain to his late Ma- 
jefty, in conjundion with Mr. Sidney Walker, by whom 
it was carefully edited ; and who alfo gave to the public 
a very elegant and exad tranllation. 

Milton, it feems, was diflatisfied with the bodies of di¬ 
vinity that were publifhed, obfcured by fchool terms and 
metaphyfical notions, and “ he deemed it fafeft, and moft 
advifable to compile for himfelf, by his own labour and 
ftudy, fome original treatife, which fhould be always at 
hand, derived folely from the work of God himfelf.” 
This work confifts of two books, entitled “Of the Know¬ 
ledge of God, and of the Service of God.” The firft 
book is divided into thirty-three chapters, embracing 
mention of all the important dodlrines of religious faith. 
The fecond book, confiding of feventeen chapters, in¬ 
cludes a fummary of the Duties of Man : and the work 
opens with a dignified and impreflive falutation. “ John 
Milton, to all the churches of Chrift, and to all who pro- 
fefs the Chriftian faith, throughout the world, peace, and 
the recognition of the truth, and eternal falvation in God 
the Father, and in our Lord Jefus Chrift.” 

This treatife has fully proved what had been partially 
and reludtantly fufpedled before, that Milton had, in his 
later years, adopted the opinions of Arianifm;^® and a 

'“This treatife was written in Latin; he has exprcfled regret that 
his treatifes on Divorce were not written in the fame language; for 
Milton never courted public or vulgar applaufe; his infcription on the 
traAs he gave to Trin. Coll. Dublin fpeaks his ^ntiments. ** Faucis 
hujufmodi Iciloribus conicntus,** 

^ Is it not extraordinary that Dr. Symmons fhould afTcrt that Mil- 
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minute infpeftion of his other works has ftiown their 
agreement, in fentiment and expreffion with this lamented 
herefy.®° It is generally allowed that this treatife is bar¬ 
ren of recondite,learning,®‘ or ingenious difquifition; and 
that it abounds more in fcholaftic fubtleties than might 
be expedled from one who was conftantly cenfuring them 
in others; but that it is written in a tone of calmnefs and 
moderation, without any polemical fiercenefs, or perfonal 
hoftility. Milton had funk his animofities in the fandtity 
and importance of his fubjedl; he was now difcufling 
matters of much higher moment than the downfall of 
a **luxurious hierarchy” or the ftrudlure of particular 
churches. He was “ teaching over the whole book of 
fandtity and virtue.” 

Milton, fays one of his lateft biographers, commenced 
his wanderings in religious belief, from Puritanifm to 
Calvinifm, from Calvinifm to an efteem for Arminius, 
and finally from an accordance with the Independents and 
Anabaptifts, to a derelidbion of every denomination of 
Proteftants, changes which were firft detailed by Toland, 
and which, with the^ fulpicion of his Arianifm, have not 
efcaped the notice of a French writer. “ II ne faut pas 
etre furpris des principes errones de ce fougueux republi- 


ton’s theological opinions were orthodox, and confiftent with the creed 
of the church of England ? “ The peculiarity of Milton’s religious opi¬ 
nions had reference to church government, and the externals of devo¬ 
tion.” V. Life, p. 589. Johnfon aflerts the fame, but undoubtedly he 
had not read Milton’s works with that ferutiny and care, which have 
enabled later editors to difeover the truth. Mr. Todd’s words are a 
repetition of Johnfon’s. See Bijhop of St. David’s ed. of ** Milton on 
True Religion f p. i. Trapp had afferted that P. L. was “ex omni 
parte orthodoxum,” or he would not have tranflated it. 

“ “ Milton’s opinions,” fays Dr. Sumner, " are nearly Arian. He 
difiered from Ariu»in maintaining that the Son is confubftantial with 
the Father.” 

See ^odtPs Life, (fecond ed.), p. 307. 
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cain en matiere de religion, puifqu’il fut de toutes les 
feftes, et qu’il finit par n’etre d'aucune. Dans fes poemes 
epiques il parle de Jefus Chrift en veritable Arien.”®^ 
With regard to the eternal divinity of fhe Son, and the 
eflential unity of the three divine perfons of the Godhead, 
the learned editor of this volume has pointed out great 
and important contraditftions even in ParadifeLoft; and 
in Italy, it was on this ground, that under Benedidb the 
Fourteenth, the poem was a book profcribed. 

The authenticity of this work has never, I believe, 
been queftioned, but by the learned and venerable Biftiop 
of Salilbury,®* who has been anxious to eftablifti the evi¬ 
dence of Milton’s orthodoxy ; and conlequently has found 
it neceflary to deny the genuinenefs of a work that has 
fpread into the wideft Latitudinarian principles; but it 
has been maintained by Mr. Todd, according to my 
opinion, with found and forcible arguments; and to his 
work, conjointly with Dr. Sumner’s preface, the reader 
is referred for information too copious to be transferred 
into the prefent narrative.®* It is well known, that in 
the latter part of his life, Milton fi;equented no place of 
public worlhip; and Bilhop Newton has given various 
conjeftures on the fubjed. It muft, however, be remem- 


“ The Arian and Socinian are charged to difpute againft the Trinity; 
yet they affirm to believe the P'ather, Son, and Holy Ghoft, according 
to Scripture and the Apoflolic Creed, As for the terms of Trinity, Tri¬ 
unity, Cocflentiality, Triperfonality, and the like, they rejeft them as 
fcholaftic notions, not to be found in Scripture.” v, Treatife of True 
Religion, v. Toland's Life^ p. 145. 

See Protejlant Union, a Treatife on True Religion^ tsfe. by J- 
Milton, with a preface on Milton’s religious principles, and unimpeach¬ 
able fincerity, by Thomas Burgefs, Bifhop ofSalilbury, 1826, 8vo. who 
confiders that Milton, and the Latin writer de Dodrina Chrilliana are 
at variance on the fubjeft of Popery, v, p, xxxv. ^ 

^ See Grenville's Letter in Harforfs Life of Burgefs] p. 

347 — 9 - 
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bered that he was old, blind, and infirm, that he was hof- 
tile to the Liturgy of the eftabliftied Church,*® and at the 
fame time not attached to any particular fedt; that he had 
decidedly and for ever feparated from the Prefliyterians, 
that he never frfiquented the churches of the Indepen¬ 
dents and that his allowed liberty of belief hardly con- 
fifted with the tenets of any particular fedl; but we are 
told that he never pafied a day without private meditation 
and ftudy of the Scriptures, and that Ibme” parts of his 
family frequented the offices of public prayer. Knowing 
his religious opinions, and confidering the great infirmi¬ 
ties of his health, who could have expedted more ? 

Toland** tells us, “that in his early days he was a 
favourer of thofe Proteftants then opprobrioufly called 


M <( From Milton,” fays Mr. Gifford, “ whofc malignity to the Hier~ 
nrchy is well known, neither truth nor juftice is to be expefted,” v. 
B. Jonfon^s Works, vol. vi. p. 260. 

^ V. Li/e, p. 46. It is well known that one of his biographfers, Mr. 
Peck, confidcred him to be a “ Quaker.’^ Newton fays he was a fort 
of Siuietijl, and was full of the interior of religion, though he fo little 
regarded the exterior. He was, as all acknowledge, a religious man, 
and yet he did not frequent a place of worlhip. Why? The ground 
is open, and each critic may advance his own opinion. Was it that he 
agreed with no religious party? or was it that he was old, gouty, blind, 
and infirm ? a fuf&cient difpenfation furely 

Sec Riebard/ons Life, and Jlrcb, Blnckburnds Remarks on 
JobnJon^s Life of Milton, p. iii, and p. 160; and Mr, Bjerhaiem^s 
Letter in Gent. Mag. OBober, 1799. “Alke each witnelle, whether 
the parlies miniftrant (his daughters) were not and are not greate fre¬ 
quenters of the Church, and good livers.” v, Miltonf Will, cd, Todd, 
p. 169, ■ 

“ Sec Life, p. 151. The meafurcs of Archb. Laud and the priva¬ 
tions of his exiled friend and preceptor, T. Young, appear iirll to have 
alienated him from the difeipline of the church; averfc to the govern¬ 
ment of the’church as then conduced, he became, fucceflively, Puritan, 
Prelbyicrian, and Independent; without relinquilhing his religious 
principle, for thofe fefts were all Trinitarian in doftrine. He thought 
them all intolerant of one another, and finally he left them all; and> 
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by the name of Puritans.®® In his middle years he was 
beft pleafed with the Independents and Anabaptifts, as 
allowing of more liberty than others, and coming neareft 
in his opinion to the primitive pradice: but in the latter 
part of his life he was not a profeAed*^ member of any 
particular fed among Chriftians ; he frequented none of 
their aflemblies, nor made ufe of their peculiar rites in 
his family. Whether this proceeded from a diflike of their 
•uncharitable and endlels dilputes, and that love of domi¬ 
nion, or inclination to perfecution, which, he faid, was a 
piece of popery infeparable from all churches; or whether 
he thought one might be a good man, without fubfcribing 
to any party; and that they had all in fome things cor¬ 
rupted the inftitutions of Jefus Chrift, I will by no means 
adventure to determine r for conjedures on fuch occaAons 
are very uncertain, and I never met with any of his ac¬ 
quaintance who could be pofitive in afligning the true 
reafons of his condud.” 

Of this treatife it is by all acknowledged, that it is 
written with a calm and confcientious defire for truth, 
like that of a man who had forgotten or difmifled the 
favourite animofities of his youth} and who had.retired 
within himfelf, in the dignity of age, to employ the un¬ 
impaired energies of his intelled on the moft important 
and awful fubjed of inquiry. The haughtinefs of his tem¬ 
per, the defiance of his manner, hisfevere and ftoical pride, 
are no longer feen. He approaches the book of God with 
an humble and reverential feeling: and with fuch a difpo- 


after his blindnefs, ceafed to communicate with any public congrega¬ 
tions of Chriftians. (See Bijhop Burgefs*i Protejlant Unions p. xxiii.) 
But it appears that he did not think himfelf excluded from the blefling 
beftowed by God on the Churches. Sec Book I. c. xxix. ' 

On the diflercnc meanings affixed to the word Puritan'* fee 
Heylin's Cert. BplftoL p. i. See Hume’s Charaftcr of the Independents 
and their Churches, in Scott's Dryden^ vol. X* p. 140. 
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fition of piety, united to fo powerful an intelleA, and fuch 
immenie ftores of learning, who would not have expelled 
to have feen the " ftar-bright form ” of Truth appear from 
out the cloud; but wherever we look, the pride of man’s 
heart is lowered, and the weaknefs of humanity difplayed. 
With all his great qualifications for the removal of error, 
and the dilcovery of truth, he failed. His views appear too 
exalted, his creed too abftradl and imaginative for general 
ufe. The religion which he fought was one that was not 
to be attached to any particular church, to be grounded 
on any fettled articles of belief, to be adorned with any 
external ceremonies, or to be illuftrated by any ftated 
forms of prayer. It was to dwell alone in its holy me¬ 
ditations, cloiftered from public gaze, and fecluded within 
the humbler fandtuary of the adoring heart. If the be¬ 
liever felt it to be his duty to attach himfelf to any par¬ 
ticular church, that church was to be unconnefted with 
the ftate. The minifters, if fuch were neceflary, were to 
be unpenfioned, perhaps unpaid by their congregations.®” 
The lacraments were to be adminiftered, and the rites of 
burial and baptifm performed, by private and laick hands. 
Inftead of receiving mftrudlion from the preacher, each 
individual, even the weakeft, according to the meafure 
of his gifts, might inftrudt and exhort his brethren. The 
opinions advanced in this work differ not only widely 
from thofe of the Church of England, but, I believe, 
from all the fedtarian churches that exift. With regard 
to his theological tenets, the raoft remarkable are thofe 
which he avows on what is called the anthropopathy of 
God ; attributing to “ God, a fpirit,” human paffions, 

_ * I M ■Illll I I m 

See Conjiderations on removing Hirelings, ed. Burnet, vol. i. p. 

169; it were to be wilhed the minifters were all tradefmen, &c. 

On the difierent opinions held by the Seflaries on the fubjedl, on the 
fupport of their minifters. See Wart on's Milton, p. 348} and Todd's 
Milton, vol. V. p< 483. 
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and a human form. ** If (he fays) God habitually affign 
to himfelf the members and form of man, why fliould 
we be afraid of attributing to him what he attributes to 
himfelf.^’ To which I prefume the anfwer would be, that 
fuch expreffions are ufed in the revelations of God’s will, 
to make it intelligible to man that the form of the 
revelation is accommodated to the narrownefs of man’s 
underftanding, and the limited circle of his knowledge; 
that it fpeaks to him through analogy, and that it is not 
defigned to acquaint him abfolutely with the nature of 
God. 

He denies the eternal filiation of the Son, his felf-ex- 
iftence, his co-equality and co-eflentiality with the Fa¬ 
ther. He believes that the Son exifted in tlie beginning, 
and was the firft of the whole creation, by whofe dele¬ 
gated power all things were made in heaven and earth; 
begotten, not by natural neceffity, but by the decree of 
the Father within the limits of time; endued with the di¬ 
vine nature and fubftance, but diftindl from the Father, 
and inferior to him.®^ One with the Father, in love and 

In the Edinburgh Rev. Nov. cvii. Sepft 1831. In a note in their 
review “ of the State of Proteftantifm in Germany,” a pa/Tage is quoted 
from Jortin, ‘‘declaring that they who uphold the orthodox doftrinc of 
the Trinity muft be prepared to afTert, ‘ that Jefus Cbrijl is bis own 
Father and his own The confcqucnce will be fo, whether they 

like it, or whether they like it not.”—Be the words of Jortin what they 
may, and without any reference to his authority; I muft beg the re¬ 
viewer to conlider that the words Father and Son arc ufed in an analo¬ 
gous and figurative fenfe: and that the " greateft caution is necelTary 
not to conneft with the terms Father and Son, when applied to the 
perfons of the Holy Trinity, any ideas fimilar to thofe of human de¬ 
rivation.” Milton has guarded and qualified his language by the ex- 
preffion—“ We do not fay that God is in falhion like unto man in all 
his parts and members^ but that (as far as we are concerned to know) he 
is of that form which he attributes to himfelf in the facred writings.” 
p. 18. 

The doftrinc of the primitive church, of the catholic verity^of our. 
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unanimity of will; and receiving every thing, in his filial 
as well as in his mediatorial charaiSter, from the Father’s 
gift.*® Thus his Arian herefies are divulged: but he 
fully acknowledges the fatisfadtion and atonement made 
by the death of Chrift, for the fins of men. The Holy 
Ghoft he confiders as inferior to the Father and the Son. 
Matter, he lays, is imperilhable and eternal, becaufe it 
not only is from God, but out of God, ‘'Non folum a 
Deo, led ex Deo.” Hence the body is immortal as the 
foul. His argument on the lawfulnefs of polygamy is 
lingular indeed. What but the line which he adopted, 
of realbning on the fimple text and literal words of the 
Scriptures, could have prevented his acknowledging, that 
from a manner of life peculiar to the nations of the Eaft, 
from the fcantinefs of population, from the fafety and 
ftrength derived from the unifon of large families, from 
the non-exillence of civilized communities, from the pa¬ 
triarchal authority of the father of the family, and the 
acknowledged inferiority and dependence of the other 


communion, is to reprefent Aie Deity as one effencc, with a threefold per- 
fonal fubflftence and agency. See Britijh Critic^ Hind's Three Temples^ 
p. 365. No language, however cautious, on a fubjeft beyond our com- 
prehenfion, can be unimpeachably correft, it fliould be met therefore 
with indulgence, and interpreted with a ferious feeling of its myftcry, and 
with an acknowledgment that no form of fpeech is adequate to explain 
it- ** Air religion,” fays Bp. V. Mildcrt, “is myfterious to our faculties, 
and the /clf-cxiftencc, the fpiritual nature, the agency, and the attributes 
of the Deity, all conllitute an impenetrable myftcry!” See Sermons^ 
vol, i, p, 479. I praife the faying of Ircpaeus.—If any one fliall tell 
us how the Son was produced of the Father, wc will tell him his gene¬ 
ration is ineffable, and no man knows it,” Bafil and Nazianzen fpeak 
in like manner, and fo Rufinus. See H. Grotius's Judgment infundry 
Points controvertedjip^ 100, ed. Barkfdale. Juilin Martyr in Apo~ 
fays, “He was begotten of God in a manner far different 
from ordinary generation,” 

‘ ^ See Dr. Sumner^s Preface^ p, xxxiv. 

1 
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members; from the advantage or neceffity of increafing 
the numbers of mankind, permiflion was granted to *‘the 
grey fathers of the world,” extending even to a connec¬ 
tion between brothers and fitters; whicl) in later ages, in 
higher civilization, in the fweeter charities of life, in purer 
mprals, with more refined ideas, more tender fympathies, 
and under a holier and more fpiritual religion, could not 
be entertained without finfulneft, nor ettabliftied without 
degradation and diforder.®'* That which was harmlels in 
the Arabian deferts, or among Chaldean tents,® could 
not be tranfplanted into the luxurious cities of the modern 
world, nor exitt among the enlightened communities, the 
clofer affinities, and the diverfified relations of an ad¬ 
vanced fociety. The divine laws were made fuitable to 
the nature of humanity, which they were defigned to* 
amend; hence, in order to exalt it, they often bent to ; 
they ttepped back, as it were, only to gain a ttronger 
hold. But Milton ftiould have remembered the early and 
imperious demands which God made for a purer and more 
perjonal religion through the voice of his prophets; and 
that the too eafy divorces which {he laws of Mofes al¬ 
lowed to the Jews, as the pradlice of ufury permitted to 
the Canaanite, were explained by our Saviour, as not 
forming a part of the perfe6t law, or holy will of God; 
but as an unwilling allowance ** to the hardnefs of their 
hearts.” 

Tlje Pride of Reafon® (it has been very judicioufly 
obferved), though difclaimed by Milton with remarkable, 
and probably with fincere earnettnefs, formed a principal 
ingredient in his charadter, ana would have prefented, 

^ Sec Dr. Channings remarks on this part of Milton's work, in his 
Remarks on the Cbara^er and Writings of Milton^ p. 37. 

See Niebuhr s Travels in Arabia, vol. ii. p. 172, {Heron*s Tranf.) 
on Plurality of Wives in the Baft. 

V. Dr. Sumner's Preface, p. xxxv. 
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under any circumftances, a formidable obftacle to the re¬ 
ception of the true faith.”—Caring nothing for inftitu- 
tions that were venerable, or for opinions that were fa- 
cred, he not only difdains to wear the opprobrious 
fhackles of authority, but even the decent veftments of 
cuftom.®^ Safe in his own inflexible integrity, in the great 
purity of his heart, and finglenels of purpofe, what his 
confcience didtates, his courage proclaims. Impetuous, 
fearlels, and uncompromifing, he pufties on his inquiries, 
till they end in a defence of the death of the monarch, 
and the fubftitution of a vifionary republic, in politics; 
in a denial of the external exiftence of the Son, in theo¬ 
logy ; and in the defence of a plurality of wives, in mo¬ 
rals. Yet it mull be remembered, that he lived in an 
* age when men were bufy pulling down and building up; 
a fermentation was fpreading over the furface, and dif- 
folving the materials of fociety. Old faith was gone ; 
old inllitutions were crumbling away. Long, fplendid 
villas of ideal perfedlion opened before men’s eyes, daz¬ 
zling their fenfes, and confounding their judgments.®* 

See T. Warton's Summary of Milton's Political Opinions, in Todd's 
Milton, vol. vi. p. 391. “In point of doftrine they are calculated to 
annihilate the very foundations of our civil and religious eftabliftiment, 
as it now fubfifts. They arc fubverfivc of our legillature and our fpe* 
cics of government. In condemning tyranny, he ftrikes at the bare ex¬ 
igence of kings $ in combating fuperftition, he ftrikes at all public reli¬ 
gion. Thcfc difeourfes hold forth a fyftcm of politics at prefent as 
unconfticutional, and almoft as obfolete, as the nonfenfe of pjiilive obe¬ 
dience ; and in this view he might juft as well think of republilhing the 
pernicious theories of the kingly bigotjames, asof the republican ufurper 
Oliver Cromwell.” This might have been fpared. Milton’s political 
fpeculations are not applicable to our times; and, as it has been juftly 
faid* his theological opinions would have been different, had he furvived 
to read the works of Waterland and Bull; fo, we may fay, his political 
theories would have been more wife and moderate, had he lived in the 
days of Somers and of Locke. 

See the Jreopagitica, p. 317, ed. Burnet. “ Behold now this vaft 
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Grey-headed men, men grown old in the bufinefs of life, 
and in the purfuit of prafticai wifdom, yielded to the 
fyren influence. It pervaded the fenate, the city, and 
the camp. What wonder, then, if the Poet, the vifionary 
by his profeflion, the dreaming theorift, the man dwell¬ 
ing in ideal worlds and abftradl notions, fliould be led 
aftray ? 

Such are fome of the Angular opinions advanced in 
this curious, and late difcovered document of Milton’s 
faith,'’® they ferve to fliow us that its author is every¬ 
where the fame, the fame fevere and uncompromiflng in- 
veftigator of truth, the fame fearlefs and independent judge 
of its reality. In the honefty of his opinions uninfluenced, 
in the fanftity of his morals unblemiflied, in the fervour 
of his piety unqueftioned. But there was both in his po¬ 
litical and religious opinions, a viAonary attempt at per- 
fedion, a grafping of the ideal and the abftrad, a lofty 
afpiration after the moft exalted means, that while they 
fupplied his imagination as a poet, in its boldeft and moft 
extended flights, unqualifled him for the more cautious 
and pradtical charafter of the theologian and the ftatef- 


City, &c. There be pens and heads there, fitting by their ftudious 
lamps, mufing, fearching, revolving new notions and ideas wherewith to 
prefent, as with their homage and their fealty, the approaching Re< 
formation: others as faft reading, trying all things, aflenting to the force 
of reafon and convincement,” &c. 

It has been more than once remarked, that little mention is made 
of Milton by his contemporaries. His name does not occur in the 
pages of Clarendon. Thurloe fpeaks of him only as a blind old man, 
who wrote Latin letters. Sir W. Temile does not name him, and R. 
Baxter palles over him in filencc. Whiielockc mentions him only once, 
and that cafually. Mr. Todd has mentioned a poem to the honour of 
Milton, written foon after his death, though not publifiied till 1689. A 
Propitiatory Sacrifice to the Ghoft of J. M. by way of Paftoral, in a 
Dialogue between Thyrfis and Corydon. v. Poems and Tranjtaiions 
written upon feveral Occajions and to feveral Perfons^ 1689, p. no. 
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man.'^® Thertf^^was much in his fituation^ as well as per¬ 
haps in the warmth of his difpofition, unfavourable to the 
calm and difpaflionate inveftigation of truth. His con- 
ftant engagements in controverfy, even from his youth, 
led him rather to enforce and exaggerate his opinions, 
than to confider the objedlions, or to avail himfelf of the 
advice of others. Nor did more than twenty years of 
blind:''efs, which feparated him much from Ibciety, and 
entirely from all adlive participation in the bufmefs of 
life, pafs without producing their effedt on his temper and 
on his intelledt, on the diredlion of his refearches, the 
tone of his opinions, and the conclufions of his judgment. 
An independence of opinion, approaching to lingularity, 
and a confidence in himfelf, particularly of fpiritual pride, 
charadlerized him even from his youth. In other times 
and under other circumftances they might gradually have 
given way to an enlarged acquaintance with the fenti- 
ments of others, and have been foftened down by a 
friendly comparifon with the feelings and opinions of fo- 
ciety. Had he lived amid the blefling of peaceful times, 
under a fettled conftiilmtion, and a gentle fway, the vio¬ 
lence of his feelings would have been fubdued, and the 
ftartling boldnefs of his paradoxical theories modified or 
fupprefled. His temper would not have experienced its 
ftormy trials, and his lofty and heroic virtues would have 
afTumed the more engaging garb of Chriftian mildnefs 
and charity. But his prejudices and partialities were in- 
creafed and not removed by the circumftances of his life. 
The men with whom he lived were of like fentiments 
with himfelf, as inflexible, as imprafticable, as violent,^' 

™ On the fubjed of Milton*s religious opinions and charafter, a late 
Editor hasexprellcd himfelf with judgment and ability. See Hawkins in 
Newton's ed. vol, i. p. xcix. to p. ci. See Bowleses Life of Ken^ for 
the three ftages of Milton’s life. Vol. i. p. 789. 

I cannot chufe but wonder what it is that incli’nes fonie men 
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and as vifionary. X^e difturbed politics of Milton,” 
fays an enlightened memorialift, *‘are fraught with all 
the popular rumours and paflions of the day.” His re¬ 
publican theories were ftrengthened by the vilions of the 
ancient philofophers, the declamations of their orators, 
and the maxims of the poets ; and his diflike of our efta- 
blilhed Church deprived him of the profound and admi¬ 
rable treatifes, treafures of found and real learning, which 
would have conducted him fafely through the fubtleties 
of a diiputed theology ; or at leaft made him paufe be¬ 
fore he gave way to an alarming and afflidting herefy. 
We cannot fearch the hearts of men ; but we are bound 
to interpret their adtions with candour and charity. The 
fcruples of an enlightened confcience, and the decifions 
of a fevere and impartial judgment, muft be looked on 
with reverence by all. “ You and I (fuch were the dy¬ 
ing words of a virtuous and venerable prelate,’^ who had 
from confcientious motives defcended from the higheft 
honours to a private ftation), you and I have gone differ¬ 
ent ways in the late affairs; but I truft heaven’s gates are 
wide enough to admit us both. WJiat I have done I have 
done in the integrity of my heart, indeed, in the great 
integrity of my heart.” 


who are ocherwife fober enough, to let fly To lavifhly and indifcrimi- 
nately againft reafon and phiJofophy, efpecia^^y in an age fo exceedingly 
prone topbantafy and madnefs^ and that bath been ruined in alt its eon-^ 
cerns by entbujiafm and vain pretences to the Spirit?^ —Glanville’s Phi- 
lofophia Pia, p. 85, 1671. See alfo p. 230. “Here the enemies of 
our Church and Government began. Upon this (fanaticifm) they in¬ 
filled Hill, and filled their books and puipits and private corners with 
thefe cantings. This was the engine to overthrow all fober principles 
and cHablifhments; with this the people were infatuated and credit was 
reconciled to gibberilh and folly, enthufiafm and vain impulles. This 
is the food of conventicles to this day; the root of their matter, and the 
burden of their preachments,” &c. 

^ See the Life of Bifbop Bancroft. 
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“ The fame calmnefs,” fays Mr. Coleridge, in another 
place, ** and even greater felf-pofleffion may be affirmed 
of Milton^ as far as his poems and poetic charafter are 
concerned. He referved his anger for the enemies of 
religious freedom and his country. My mind is not 
capable of forming a more auguft conception than arifes 
from the contemplation of this great man, in his latter 
days—poor, fick, old, blind, flandered, perfecuted— 

‘ Darknefs before and danger’s voice behind,’ 

in an age in which he was as little underftood by the 
party for whom, as by that againft whom he had con¬ 
tended ; and among men before whom he ftrode fo far as 
to dwarf himfelf by the diftance : yet ftill llftening to the 
mufic of his own flights, or if additionally clieered, yet 
cheered only by the prophetic faith of two or three foli- 
tary individuals, he did neverthelefs 

‘ argue not 

Againft Heaven’s hand or will, nor bate a jot 
Of heart or hope, but ftill bore up and fteer’d 
Right onward.’- 

From others only dd we derive our knowledge that Mil- 
ton, in his latter days, had his fcorners and detradors, 
and even in his day of youth and hope that he had ene¬ 
mies, would have been unknown to us, had they not been 
likewife the enemies of his country/’ 

And now let the Life of this our immortal Poet clofe 
with the diferiminate and affefting eulogy of one, who, 
himfelf a Philofopher and Poet, could juftly eftimate the 
exalted greatnefs of the charadter he is defcribing : “ In 
the clofe of the former period, {reign of James theFirfi), 

The Editor (S. C.) appropriately quotes the conclufion of Milton’s 
two beautiful and affedling Letters to Leonard Philaras, the Athenian, as 
a tellimony of the truth of the charaAer given in the text. See vol. i. 
parti, p. 35* 
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and during the bloom ot the latter, (Commonwealth^ the 
poet Milton was educated and formed ; and he furvived 
the latter, and all the fond hopes and afpirations which 
had been its life; and fo in evil days, Handing as the re- 
prelentative of the combined excellence of both periods, 
he produced the Paradife Loft as by an after-throe of na¬ 
ture. * There are fome perfons,’ obferves a divine, a con¬ 
temporary of Milton^s, ‘ of whom the grace of God takes 
early hold, and the good fpirit inhabiting them, carries 
them on in an even conftancy through innocence into 
virtue, their Chriftianity bearing equal date with their 
manhood, and reafon and religion, like warp and woof, 
running together, make up one web of a wife and exem¬ 
plary life. This,’ he adds, ‘ is a moft happy cafe, wherever 
it happens; for, belides that there is no fweeter or more 
lovely thing on earth than the early buds of piety, which 
drew from our Saviour fignal affedlion to the beloved 
difciple, it is better to have no wound than to experience 
the moft fovereign balfam, which, if it work a cure, yet 
ufually leaves a fear behind.’ Although it was and is 
my intention to defer the confideration of Milton’s own 
character to the conclufion of this Ledture, yet I could 
not prevail on myfelf to approach the Paradife Loft with¬ 
out impreffing on your minds the conditions under which 
fuch a work was in fadt produdtible at all, the original 
genius having been afliimed as the immediate agent and 
efficient caufe; and thefe conditions I find in the charadter 
of the times, and in his'own character. The age in which 
the foundations of his mind were laid, was congenial to 
it as one golden aera of profound erud’tion and individual 
genius;—that in which the fuperftrudlure was carried 
up, was no lefs favourable to it by a fternnels of dilcipline 
and a fliow of felf-control, highly flattering to the imagi¬ 
native dignity of an heir of fame, and which won Milton 
over from the dear-loved delights of academic groves and 
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cathedral: aifles to the anti-prelatic party. It afted on 
him, too, no doubt, and modified his ftudies by a cha- 
radterifiic controverfial fpirit, (his prefentation of God is 
tinted with it)—^a fpirit not lefs bufy indeed in political 
than in theological and ecclefiaftical difpute, but carrying 
on the former almoft always, more or lefs, in the guife of 
the latter. And fo far as Pope’s cenfure^^ of our poet, 
that he makes God the Father a fchool divine—is juft, 
we muft attribute it to the charadter of his age, from 
which the men of genius, who efcaped, efcaped by a worfe 
difeafe, the licentious indifference of a Frenchified court. 

“ Such was the nidus or foil, which conftituted, in the 
ftrift fenfe of the word, the circumftances of Milton’s 
mind. In his mind itfelf there were purity and piety ab- 
folute; an imagination to which neither the paft nor the 
prefent were interefting, except as far as they called forth 
and enlivened the great ideal, in which and for which he 
lived ; a keen love of truth, which, after many weary 
purfuits, found a harbour in a fublime liftening to the ftill 
voice in his own fpirit, and as keen a love of his country, 
which, after a difapppintment ftill more depreflive, ex¬ 
panded and foared into a Jove of man as a probationer 
of immortality. 'I'hefe were, thefe alone could be, the 
conditions under which fuch a work as the Paradife Loft 
could be conceived and accompliflied. By a life-long 
ftudy Milton had known— 

‘ What was of'ufe to know. 

What beft to fay could fay, to do had done. 

His aftions to his words agreed, his words 
To his large heart gave utterance due, his heart 
Contain^ of good, wife, fair, the perfeft ffiape;' 

and he left the imperifhable total, as a bequeft to the ages 
coming, in the Paradise Lost," 

Table Talk. vol. ii. p 264. 




The Houfe at Chalfont St. Giles, co. Buckingham, to which Milton retired 
daring the Plague in 1665; and where be planned and wrote 
his Parsidije Regained. See Lije^ p. ci. 
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P. ix. Life. 

ILTON confines himfclf to praife of the fellows^ but 
he makes not the flighteft mention of the Majiery 
Doctor BainbridgCy who is recorded to have been a 
moff rigid difciplinarian, and that on thofe very 
points which Milton particularly difliked. He ad¬ 
mits that his difpofition could not brook the threats of a rigorous 
majiery by whom it is molt reafonable to fuppofe he meant Dr. 
Bainbridge, the head of his college.— Watkins’ Lit. Anecdotesy p. 
202 . 

P. xi. Gaddius (de Scriptoribus non Ecciefiafticis) mentions 
that I. Scaliger read the two poems of Homer in twenty-one 
days; and the remainder of the Greek poets in four months. 

P. xix. “ That the manner and genius of that place (Paris) 
being not agreeable to his mind, he Ibon left it.”— WooAs Faji. 
Ox. vol. ii. 1635, col. 481. 

P. XX. Leo Holften, j^rho received Milton kindly at Rome, 
had refided fome time in Plngland, making refearches in the li¬ 
braries. He maintained a friendly correfpondence with N. Hein- 
fius, to whom he had fhown much civility when Heinfius was at 
Rome i I read through the collebUon of Holften’s letters, with 
the hope of finding fome addrefl'ed to Milton, but in vain; Mil¬ 
ton’s widow had a great many letters by her from learned men 
of his acquaintance, both of England and beyond fea.—See Mil¬ 
ton’s Lifey p. Ixxxii. 

P. XX. Mentioning Bacon’s Rudies at the Univerfity, Lord 
Campbell fays—“ It is faid he ran through the whole circle of 
the liberal arts as they were taught, and planned that great in- 
telledlual revolution, with which his name is infeparably con- 
neifed. But all that is certain is, that at his departure he car¬ 
ried away with him a profound contempt for the courfe ofjiudy 
purfued there.” “ When he was commencing at the Univerfity 
(fays his chaplain and biographer Rawley) about fixteen years of 
age, he firft fell into a di/like of the Philofophy of Arifotle, not for 
the worthleflhefs of the author, to whom he ufed to afcribe all 
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high attributes) but for the unfruitfulnefs of the way—^being a 
Philofophy (as his lordfhip ufed to fay) only ftrong for difputa- 
tions, but barren of the production of work for the Life of man 
—in that mind he continued to his dying day. * *. * * 

In his ‘ Advancement of Learning ’ he fpeakiS of thofe of (harp 
and ftrong wits and fmall variety of reading, their wits being 
fhut up in the cells of a few authors, chiefly Ariftotle, their 
dictator, as their perfons are (hut up in the cells of monafteries, 
and colleges,—and who, knowing little hiftory either of nature 
or time, did fpin cobwebs of learning admirable for the ftnenefs 
of the thread, and work, but of no fubftance or profit.”—See 
Campbeirs Lives,, vol. ii. p. 227. 

That the fame fyftem of Scholaftic Logic and Metaphyfics 
pervaded the foreign Univerfities at the fame period, appears 
from the following paflage, which I met with in a well-known 
work of great literary information. 

“ Rien n’a tant multiplie la race des fophiftes, que I’introduc- 
tion de la fcholaftique contretemps dans les ccoles de la philo- 
fophie et de theologie dans les univerfites de I’Europe, et par- 
ticulierement en France. C’eft ce qui nous a attire ce grand 
deluge de produCHons monftrueufes de I’cfprit humain evapore 
dans fes propres penfees; c’eft a dire, tous ces grands patrons, 
d’antipredicaments, des grandes et petites logicales, de principes 
fophiftiques, de conclufions fophiftiques, de Tens compofes et di- 
vifes, de fophifmes choifis, et fubtilites, de confequences, et ante¬ 
cedences, de toutes fortes dequodlibetiqueset de quolibets, des 
puiftanccs aCfives et paflives, des inftanc^s, des'quiddite.s,des for- 
malites, des formules, des fallaces, des infolubles, ou queftions 
inexplicables, des impoftibilites, fans parler d’un grand nombre 
de commentaires fcholaftiques fur Ariftote,” &c.—v. Bailletty 
Jugemens des Scavans, tom. i. p. 182. 

P. xxi. “ A. D. 1635. A year memorable in the annals of the 
Univerfity of Cambridge, as the one in which yohn Milton and 
yeremy Taylor both were incorporated Mafters of Arts in it.” 
— Weiyhy's Lives of Eminent Englijh yudgeSy p. 55. 

P. xxii. I have heard it confidently related that for his faid re- 
folutions, which out of policy and for his own fafety might have 
been then fpared, the Englim priefts of Rome were highly dif- 
gufted, and it was queftioned whether the Jefuits, his country¬ 
men there, did not defign to do him mifehief.— Wood's Ath. Ox. 
Eajliy A. D. 1635, vol. ii. col. 481. 

P. xxiv. “ Lord Ellefmere was the friend and patron of 
Poets. He was particularly kind to Spenfety with whom he 
was connected by marriage, and allifted him in his fuits, both in 
Ireland, and at the court of Elizabeth. We mention that he 
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patronized the Plays of Shakefpeare^ and hfe is faid to have been 
aififted in Mafques, which he gave to the Court, by Ben Jonfon. 
The name of Milton will be a^ociated with the Egerton family^ 
while the Englilh is known or fpoken as a dead language,-but the 
Author of Comus was only nine years old at the death of the 
Chancellor, and afthough he was no doubt carried from Horton 
to Harefield before the old Peer, he could only have been 
patted by him on the head and fent into the buttery to have the 
wing of a capon or a glafs of fack.”—v. Lord Campbell!s Lives 
of the Chancellors, vol. ii. p. 264. 

P. xxvi. “ Milton’s Comus,” fays the author of Egeria, “ is 
analogous to the defign of Paradife Loft. In both thefe Poems, 
fupernatural Powers, good and evil, are intent to influence the 
tendency of human life. In one, Innocency is faved, it is re- 
ferved to the life of reftoration. Samfon Agoniftes is an exhi¬ 
bition of the fame conflict in which the fallen at laft triumphs 
in the dutiful endurance of the Penalty of Tranfgreffion.”—See 
vol. ii. p. 49. 

P. xxvii. Took a larger houfe, where the Earl of Barrfmore 
fent, by his aunt the Lady Ranelagh, Sir Thomas Gardiner of 
Eftex, to be there with others (befides his nephew) under his 
tuition, but whether it were that the tempers of our gentry would 
not bear the ftricftnefs of his difcipline, or for what other reafons 
I cannot tell, he continued that courfe but a while.— Wood's Ath. 
Ox, vol. ii. col. 483. 

P. XXX. “Lord Keeper Guilford was a little but handfome 
man, and is faid to have had an ingen uousafpedl; his motto being 
—II Volto Sciolto, i i*enfieri Stretti.”—See Lord Campbell’s 
Lives of the Chancellors, vol. iii. p. 493. 

• P. xxxi. On Milton’s Italian Sonnets, the opinion of an 
Italian fcholar may be quoted. “ Milton in his imperfeSi at¬ 
tempts to write Italian Poetry, in which we may fee though con- 
fufedly,that he had got a little glimmering of our peculiar notions 
about Female beauty.”—See Baretti’s Account of Italy, vol. i. 
p. 108. 

Inthe Gent.Mag. Nov. 1836 (Retrofp. Review) fome remarks 
on the language of Milton’s Italian Sonnets, may be feen; 
which were kindly given to me, by one from whole deciflon 
on the critical niceties of his own Tongue, no appeal need be 
made. I may be permitted to mention Mr. Panizzi of the 
Britijh Mufeum. 

P. XXXV. Wherefore though he fent divers prelTing invitations, 
yet Re could not prevail with her to come back, till about four 
years after, when the garrifon of Oxford was furrendered (the 
nighnefs of her father’s houfe to which having for the moft part 
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of the mean time hindered any communications between them)} 
Ihe of her own accord returned, and fubmitted to him, pleading 
that her mother had been the chief promoter of her frowardnefs. 
— Wood’s Ath. Ox. vol, ii. col. 481. 

P. xliii. On Science or Ciaflical Literature, as the founda¬ 
tion of education, fee Coelebs, vol. ii. p. 190!—It has not been 
obferved, I believe, that Dr. Johnfon in his Remarks on this Point 
in his Life of Milton is fomewhat indebted to Erafmus, C. i. 1 . 
53. I will give a fpecimen, which the reader may compare. 
“ Proinde Hellas obfervent alii fi lubet, ego in terris quaerendum 
exiftimo, quod nos felices aut infelices reddat. Czetcri negotium 
aufpicaturi,anxiiconfiderant, qua figuraVenus, Jupiter, et Mer- 
curius fefe contueantur. Ego fatius efle duco, perpendere, qui- 
bufcum agas. Socrates Athenienfis cujus eft illud celebratum 
apophthegma fnpra nos, nihil ad nos, philofophiam a contem- 

platione rerum naturalium in mediam hominum vitam deduxit 
frequenter ufurpans illud Homericum on toi h /xsydpoia-i xanov t 
dyoQovis 'nruKTM —Et tamen de naturis fyderum, de natu coelef- 
tium orbium, de fulminibus, dc vends, deinde, deque fimilibus 
rebus, quoniam ad id initia cognitionis fuppeditailt, vel fenfu ipfi 
corporum,vel effeftuum experientia multacertedcprehenduntur, 
et in primis jucunda cognitio eft, et in admirationem fimul et 
amoremopificisfubvehit,attamenquoniamvirfapiensanimadver- 
tit in hujufmodi ftudio totam aetatem hominis defidere, negleitls 
etiam his, quarc proprius ad nos pertinent, a contemplatiune 
rerum naturalium omneftudium ad mores dcvocavit.” Thcfame 
Homeric quotation is given by 'Johnfon. 

P. xliii. After fome remarks on Dr. 'Johnfon’s want of “ En- 
thufiafm and lofty fentiment,” and on the confequent defcits in 
his cftimation of Milton's charadter, and on Channing’s Vhi 
cation, Mr. Lyell proceeds to fay, “But the Amencar cham¬ 
pion of the illuftrious bard fails to remark that Milton was aifo 
two centuries in advance of the age in which he lived, in his ap¬ 
preciation of the fhare which the Jltidy of nature ought to hold 
in the training of the youthful mind. Of Milton’s S^cheme for 
enlarging the ordinary fyftem of teaching, prepared after he had 
himfelf been partially engaged in the talk of a Schoolmafter, 
the lexicographer fpoke,as might have been anticipated, in terms 
of difparagement bordering on contempt. He treated Milton, in 
fa6l, as a mere empiric, and vifionary proje£for, obferving ‘ that 
it was his principle to teach boys fomething more folid than the 
common literature of fchools, forwarding thofc authors that treat 
of phyfical fubjeifts.” The Poet Cowley had framed a flmilar 
plan in his imaginary college : ‘ but the knowledge of external 
nature and the fciences which that knowledge requires, are not 
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the great or the frequent bufinefs of the human mind; and we 
ought not,' he adds, ‘ to turn off attention from life to nature j as 
if we were placed here to watch the growth of plants or the nio- 
tions of the ftars! ’ That a violent mock had been given in the 
fixteenth century p certain time-honoured dogmas by writers 
more llightingly called ‘ watching the motions of the ftars ! ’ 
was an hiftorical £a.£t with which fuch perfons were of courfe 
familiar, but if it had been adduced to prove that they who exercife 
their reafoning powersin interpreting the great book of naturc,are 
crnftantly arriving at new truths, and were occaltonally required 
to modify preconceived opinions, or that when habitually engaged 
in fuch difcipline,theyoften acquire independenthabitsofthought, 
applicableto other departments of learning, fuch arguments woul,d 
by no means have propitiated the critic, or have induced him to 
moderate his difapprobation of the propofed innovation. In the 
mind of Johnfon there is a leaning to JuperjUtioriy and no one was 
more content to leave the pupil to tread for ever in the beaten 
pathway, and to cherifh extreme reverence for authority, for 
which end the whole fyftem then in vogue in the Englifli fchools 
and colleges was admirably conceived. Firft it confined the 
ftudies of young men up to the age of twenty-two, as far as pof- 
fible, to the non-progreffivc departments of knowledge, to the 
ancient models of claffical elegance, whether in verfe or profe, to 
the hiftory and philofophy of the ancients rather than the 
moderns, and to pure mathematics, rather than their application to 
ph yfics. No modern writer was freer from fear of inquiry, more 
anxious to teach the million to think and reafon for themfelves, 
no other ever looked forward more enthufiallically to the future 
growth and development of the human mind, than Channing. If 
Ins own education had not been caft in an antique mould, he 
would have held up Milton as a model for imitation,not only for 
his love of claflical lore and poetry, but for his wifii to cultivate a 
knowledge of the works of nature.”— Lyftl's Scomd visit to the 
United States, vol. i. p. 203. 

P. xlvii. “ Obadiah Sedgwick, though a noted Puritan, was 
deeply Imbued with claffical learning. In the next generation, 
the Puritans in general undervalued human learning, but in the 
early part of the feventeenth century they could exhibit a greater 
number both of eminent mathematicians and of diftinguilhed 
fcholars than thofe who under Laud wilhed to approximate to 
Rome.”—v. Lord CampbelFs Lives of the Chief JuJiices, vol. i. 

xlviii. BifliopGauden addrefted three letters, Jan. 25, Feb. 
20, March 6, 1661, to Lord Clarendon, in which he lays claim 
for fervices in the royal caufe; in one of his letters he fays,“ Nor 
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do I doubt but I fhall) by y' Lordfliip’s favor, find the fruits 
as to fomething extraordinary, fmce the fervice Was foe; not as to 
what was known to the world under my name, in order to vin¬ 
dicate the crowne and the church, but what goes under the late 
hlejfed king's name^ the Ei’kwv, or portraiture of hys majejiy in hys 
foHtudes and fujferings. This work and figure was wholly and only 
my invention^ making and defigne; in order to vindicate the King's 
wifdome^ honory and piety. My wife indeed was confcious to it, 
and had an hand in difguifing the letters of that Copy which Ifent 
to the King in the Ifie of Wighty by favour of the late Marquile 
of Hertford,” &c. In anfwer to which, Lord Claiendon writes, 
March 13, 1661. 1 do aiTure you 1 am more afflidle^l with 

you, and for you, than I can exprelle; and the more fenfibly, that 
it is the only charge of that kind is laid upon me, which in truth 
I do not think I do deferve. The particular which you often re^ 
newed, I do confejfe was imparted to me underfecrecyy and of which I 
did not take myfelf to be at liberty to take notice; and truly when it 
ceafes to he a fecrety I know nobody will be gladd of it but Mr, 
Milton ; / have very often wijhed I had never been trujied with 
it.” — Edinb. Rev. vol. xliv. art. 1, In one of the MS. Journals 
of Carte the hiftorian, there is a curious ftory of Gauden’s wife's 
knowledge of the authorlhip of this book. 

P. xlix. Since the prefent Life of Milton has been printed, 
the writer hasfeen Mr. Jofeph Hunter’s learned Tradt “Milton, 
a Sheaf of Gleanings,” &c. being No. hi. of his Critical and Hif- 
torical Tradls, &c. He begs to refer the reader to it, par¬ 
ticularly for the curious and interefting invefiigations re¬ 
lating to the Milton family—to the family of Milton’s mother, and 
that of his three wives. Thefe genealogical inveftigations, cbn- 
dudled with Mr. Hunter’s knowledge and care,will repay theperu- 
fal. There is a note, alfo, pp. 50-51, on the expreffion “ Bay- 
onna’shold” inLycidaswhich maybeconfultedwith advantage. 

P. Hi. On Milton’s fonnet of “ I'etrachordon,” fee Scott’s 
Legend of Montrofe, in Tales of my La .dlord, third feries, vol. 
iv. p. 148, note. 

“ Milton only,” he fays, “intends to ridicule the barbarifm of 
Scottijh names in general, and quotes incidentally that of Gil- 
lefphy one of the Apoftles of the Covenant, and that of Colkitto' 
and M'-Donnel (both belonging to one perfon), one of its bittereft 
enemies. Milton’s book called ‘ Tetrachordon,’ had been ridi¬ 
culed by the divines aflembled at Weftminfter and others, on 
account of the hardnefs of the title, and Milton in his Sonnet 
retaliates upon the barbarous Scottifli names which the Civil 
War had made familiar to Englifh ears.” 

P. liv. “Itwas the ufual practice of Marchmont Needham, a 
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great crony of Milton, to abufe Salmajius in his public Mercury, 
called Politicus (as Milton had done before him in his Defenfio), 
by faying, among other things, that Chriftina, Queenof Sweden, 
had cafhiered him her favour, by underftanding that he was ‘ a 
pernicious paraHte and promoter of tyranny.’ ”— ll^ooa's Ath, Ox. 
voL ii. col. 484 . • 

r. Ixii. The Licenftng which had inadvertently been 
fuft’ered to expire in 1679, been revived by James the 

Second’s Parliament in 1685, was in 1692 continued till the 
end of the next Seffion of Parliament. Was the experiment to 
bfc made, of trufting to the punifhment of fuch as publifh anything 
dangerous to the public, or injurious to individuals ? William, 
who had known the harmleffnefs of a free prefs in his own 
country, took the liberal fide; but the few Tory members of 
the cabinet very plaufibly urged that prevention was better than 
punifhment, and that it was the duty of the ft ate to reftrain, as 
far as polEble,from the publication oflibelsas fromthecommillion 
of other crimes. Somers prevailed by pointing out not only the 
vexatioufnefs, but the utter incfficiencyofthedehredregulations, 
in fpite of which there had been more libels publilhed upon the 
government and on private charadlcr fincethc Revolution, than 
during any former period of our hiftory. Unlicenjed printing was 
then for ever ejiabltjhed in England^ and now we have only to 
be watchful that the prefs be not itfcif formed into an engine of 
tyranny. (See Hallarns ConjUtutional Hijiory^ vol. iii. p. 236.) 

P. Ixiv. Mifcellaneous Notes by T. Park in Milton’s Poems, 
1645. MarflialPs engraving before the poems, 1645, is the firft 
head of Milton^ fays Mr/Grangcr, ever publilhed. Salmafius, in 
his Defenfio Regia, calls it “ comptulam Iconem/' and declares 
that it gave him a more advantageous idea of his perfon than he 
ever had before. But it appears from the Greek verfes under¬ 
neath, that Milton himfelf was not plcafed with it.— Bkg. Hijh 
vol. ii. p. 295, 1775. 

“ Will any fay that this portrait was the work of an ingenious 
hand; my very friends looking at my own natural countenance 
know not whom it reprefents, and laugh at the awkward imita¬ 
tion of the idiotic artift.”— Tranfation. 

Milton was undoubtedly far from being pleafed, or he would 
not have direfted the unwitting artift to ftamp a faiirical brand 
on the forehead of his own work. Nor is it natural to fuppofe 
that Milton, who at college was reputed eminently beautiful, 
could be gratified by feeing himfelf depicted like a furly featured 
, old fellow at the age of thirty-fix. Hard ftudy might, however^ 
have induced a feverity of afpcil beyond what time had other 
wife produced. 

m 
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Mofeley’s “ Addrefs to the Reader ” is entitled to praife for its 
early and confident eftimation of Milton’s poetic powers, and 
would have merited more diftin£);ion,had not a fimilar laud been 
laviflied upon Cartwright, before whofe Poems, in 1651, is a 
copy of verfes addrefled to the ftationer by Jo. Leigh, enumerat¬ 
ing the various Englifh poets whofe works had been publifhed by 
Mofeley, but omitting to name thofe of Milton. 

R. Fletcher feems to glance'in the oppolite paflage in a Pre¬ 
face before his “ Ex otio ncgotium,” 1656. “ I am not of that 

number that dares challenge the ftiarpe fighted cenfure of the 
times; and conceive their papers as their perfons, beyond fault 
or defedlion. ” 

1660, Jan. 31, Hum. Mofeley, the bookfeller, died in St. 
Paul’s Churchyard j buried 4 Feb. Smith’s Catalogue. 

Atthcfale of Sir Wm.Mufgrave’s duplicates, in Feb. lygSjthis 
head of Milton, by Marfliall, fold for 4/. i8r. Manfon is faid to 
have purchafed it for the collc£Hon of Mr. Towneley. See War- 
ton’s defcription of this print in Milton’s Poems, p. 529. 

P. 23. PidtureofMarchionefs of Wincheftcr and her hufband, 
areinthedining-roomattheDukeofBolton’s, Hackwood, Hants. 
See Warton’s Milton, p. 301. 

Epitaph on him by Dryden ; on her by Milton. 

P. 27. “The epitaph on the admirable dramatic poet, W. 
Shakefpeare,” is the firft of Milton’s poems that was publifhed: 
it was prefixed to the fecond folio of the plays, 1632, without 
name or initials. 

P. 57. Jufla Edwardo King naufrago ab amicis moerentibus. 
Camb. 1638. 4to. This contains the fi?il publication of Milton’s 
Lycidas. 

P. Ixv. “ Mrs. Katharine Milton, wife to John Milton, Efq 
was buried in St. Margaret’s Church, in Weftminfler, Feb, 10, 
1657. Reg. Book. Milton then lived in a new houfe in Petty 
France, when Mr. Harvey, fon of Dr. Harvey, of Petty F rance, 
Weftminfler, told me, Nov. 14, 1770,‘hat old Mr. Loivndi- al- 
fured him, that when Mr. Milton buried his wife, he had the 
coffin fhut down with twelve fevcral locks, that had twelve fc- 
veral keys, and that he gave the keys to twelve feveral friends, 
and defired the coffin might not be opened till they all met to¬ 
gether. Kennet.”— fVood’s Ath. Ox. vol. ii. col. 486. 

P. Ixvi. “ The late Reverend Mr. Thomas Bradbury, an emi¬ 
nent diflenting minifter, ufed to fay, that Jer. White, who had 
been chaplain to O. Cromwell, and whom he perfonally knew, 
had often told him that Milton was allowed by the Parliament a 
weekly table for the entertainment of foreign minifters and per¬ 
fons of learning, fuch efpecially as came from Proteftant ftates, 
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which allowance was alfo continued by Cromwell .*'—Hollises 
Note^ fce Newtori^s Ltfcy p. Ivi. 

P. Ixxii. On *‘Alex. Morus ornatiffimus,’* fee Valcknairi 
Opera Critical vol. ii. p. in. 

P. Ixxiii, The fame unfounded calumny was fpread regarding 
Chriftina^s treatmeift of Defcartes, as that which has been men¬ 
tioned of Salmafius. Madame de Motteville in her Memoirs, vol. 
i. p. 309, fays—La Reine Chriftine au lieu de faire mourir d*a- 
mour les hommes, elle les faifoit mourir de depit, et de honte; 
et fut, difoit-on, depuis caufe que Ic grand Philofophe Defcartes 
perdit la vie de cette forte, parcequ’elle n’avoit pas approuve 
fa manicre de philofopher.’* , . . De pareils bruits etoient 
femes dans ce terns la, par les ennemis de Defcartes. Le P. 
Sorbiere rapporte dans deux dc fes lettres qu'onfoup^onnoit du 
poifon dans la maladie de Defcartes/’ v. No. Ixxii. p. 539, 632. 

I will now extraft a few paflages from fome contemporary 
works relating to this fubjeil, which ought not to have remained 
fo long under great mifconception, when fo much evidence was 
at hand to remove it. Avant que de quitter la Suede, la Reine 
lui (M. de Saumaife) fit des ofl'res avantageufes pour le refiner 
aupres d’elle, mais parcequ'il avoit donne fa parole aux cura- 
tcurs de Tuniverfite de Leyde d’y retourner, il partit dc Stock¬ 
holm au mois de Septembre 1651, comble de graces, et de li- 
beralites de Chriftine. Elle lui conferva dans la fuite fa bien- 
veillance, et voici en quels termes elle lui ecrivit environ deux 
ans apres fon depart de Suede.” v. JrckenholtZy Manoires de 
Chri/iincy vol. i. p. 232. 

rhe letter alluded to contained thefc expreffions,—Vous 
apprendrez du Sr, Bourdelot Tetat ou je me trouve pour Ic 
prefeiit. II vous informcra des fentimens d'eftime que jc con- 
fervepQUT votremirite, Je vous prie d’enetreentiereinent allure, et 
de croireque jelesconferverai toute ma vie, comme vous les avez 
vu naitre par la connoiftance que j’ai cue de ce que »/ous valez. 
Confervez moi votre arnitie, et foiez certain qu’il n’y a perfonne 
qui vous eftime Tegal de moi. Stockholm, 6 Juin, 1653.” 
Salmafius, it appears, was afraid of palling into England, in his 
way to Sweden. Boinebourgh alfo writes to Linker,—Ma- 
nebit Salmafius in Suediaquod propter defenfioncm regiam fuam, 
nufquam tutus commorari poftc credatur nifi inter Reges.’^—v. ’ 
Commerc, Eplfl* I^eilmitz. Grabcri Anecd. Boinehourgby i^ 13. 
(i. Patin fays; “Saumaife lui avoit repondu, qu’il faifoit trop 
froid en Suede, et trop chauden Anglcterre,^^ v, LettreSy vol, i, 
p. 91 and 256. 

It appears that Nic. Heinfius threw into the fire an Elegy 
which he had written againft Salmafius. Patin fays, “ Sive hoc 
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fecerit philofophice, et Chriftiane, five fecerit jubente et impe- 
rante Suedorum regina qua Salmajium^ tanquam magnum ftdus^ 
coluit et ferio reclamavit.’* v. Patih’s Letters^ Ixxii. p. 382. 

The only caufe of mifunderfianding between the Queen and 
the fcholar was on account of Salmafius refufing to forgive 
Voffius, who had lent the fon of Salmafius Yome money, which 
the father refufed to repay. There is a manufcript letter of 
Bochart to Volfius, 24 May, 1653. fubjecSl: it is faid 

in Menagiana, i. 350, “ Pour furcroit de malhcur pour Volfius, 
Chriftine aiant appris qu’il venoit ecrirc centre Saumaife lui fit 
dire, qu^elle ne voulutplus le voir” I truft that this “ vexata 
qua;ftio” is now fet at reft; and I lhall end this note bycxtradling 
a temperate and altogether not unjuft comparifon between Sal¬ 
mafius and another great fcholar of his day, which is to be found 
in a book of fome rarity, Vigneul Marville^ tom. i. p. 9, 10. 

Le Cardinal Richelieu difoit qu’il ne connoiifoit au monde que 
trois hommes fouverainement f^avens, e’eft a dire, M. de Sau¬ 
maife, Grotius, et Bignon. Feu Monf Peirefc difoit que Gro- 
tius valoit deux Saumaifes. M. Bafnage le nie, et dit, que Gro¬ 
tius egale feulement Scaliger et Saumaife. Je parierois bien 
pour M. Peirefc contre M. Bafnage, et il y auroit bien dcs gens 
entr’autres Monf. Colomics, que feroit de moitie avec moi. 
M.de Saumaife avoit Pefprit tres vif, et la memoire prodigieufe. 
Autant de livres de fa fa^on, autant d’impromptu. Mais il ne 
digeroit pas aflez les maticres qu’il tratoit, ce qu’il donnoit au 
public, il le donnoit tout cru avec dedain, et comme tout en co- 
lere. Il fembloit jetter fon Grcc, fon Latin, et toute fa fcieiice 
a la tete des gens. Grotius au contfaire, confidere tout, digere 
tout I’ordonne, et la range fagement il rcfpedlc et menage 
fon lefteur, fon erudition eft comme un grand fleuve, qui It 
repand largement, et fait du bien a tout le monde. Autant 
d’ouvrages de Grotius, autant dc chef d’cEuvres en tout genre, ce 
qui eft fans exemple chez les Anciens, et chez les Modernes. 
Jamais auteur n’a mieux choifi fes f .jets d’ccrire, il s’agrandit 
avec cux, et ils s’agrandiflent avec lui. Crefdt cum a?npritudine 
rerum vis ingenii." 

The defe£f, perhaps the foie one, in this great fcholar, has 
been alluded to in the laft extraft, and is confirmed by more 
modern authority.—“ Salmafius, in his exponendis re£lum curfum 
tenere non potuit, non nunquam tamen, pro fuo more ad verum 
relapfus.” v. Anecdota Hemfterhufiana ab J. Geel, p. 31.— 
Again, “ Vix dubito quin memoria cui quantumvis feliciftime 
faepe nimis confidebat, viro magno fraudem fecerit.” The critic 
is alluding to Salmafius giving the word as the title of 

one of the comedies of Menander. 
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P. Ixxiv. To quote the Eulogies of Scholars on the erudition 
of Salmafms, would be to tranfcribe from almoft every book of 
criticiffn from his day to the prefent. The reader however may 
bereferred for the critics to the various Ana,and Bailletjuge- 

mens des Savans, and Wolfii Confpedtus Suppell. Epiftol. p. 93. 
227. Nor has the judgment of modern fcholars,withheld the 
palm of fuperiority fo willingly granted by his contemporaries, 
I obferve a late critic of eminence, in a letter on the Anthology, 
ufes the language of the higheft praife when he calls him“Cet 
Herculelitteraire qui pouvoit dompter tous les monftres etque 
perfonne ne revere plus que moi,” (v. Melanges dc Critique et 
Philologie par Chardon de la Rochette^ tom. i. p. 297,) And the 
famefcholarfays/^Jeraflcmbledepuis longtems tousles materiaux 
neceffaires pour donner unc vie de Saumaije.^ je pofsede deja le 
plus grand nombreet le's plus prccieux,maisil me manqueencore 
quelques articles importans.^’—^Tom. iii. p. 308. See alfo Me¬ 
nage's Anti-Baillet, vol. xiv. p- 5- 9 ; ibid, vol. xv. p. 103. 268. 
383. Merc*. Grotianus fays, ‘‘Si fit aliquid quod nefeiat Sal- 
mafius,id non homini,fed Scientiie deed;” and Balzac applies 
to him the defeription of Virgil’s Jupiter, 

“ Huic ego nec metas rerum, nec tempora pono, 
Ingeniuin fine fine dedi.”* 

On the faults of Salmafms as a writer, fee Gefneri Ifagoge^ vol. 
ii. p. 433. “ Magnus Salmafius multis digreffionibus feedavit 

doftiflimos libros fuos, et fecit ut non legantur, &c. &c.” 

P. Ixxvi. “ There has not one great poet appeared in P’rance 
fince the beginning of Cardinal Richelieu’s miniftry, but he has 
been protefted and encouraged, and his merit as fall as it could 
fpread has been generally acknowledged. I wifti [ could as truly 
affirm the fame thing of England. The great qualities of Milton 
were not generally known among his countrymen till the Para- 
dife Loft had been publilhed more than thirty years; but when 
that admirable poet was among the Italians, the greatnefs of his 
genius was known to them in the very bloom of his youth, even 
thirty years before that incomparable poem was written.”— Den¬ 
nises Letters y p, 78. 

^^More people comprehend the excellencyof Homer,and Vir¬ 
gil, and Milton, than the beauties of Martial and Cowley, though 
perhaps there are not ten perfons living who know all the merit 
of Virgil; and Milton’s Paradife Loft had been printed forty years 
before it was known to the greatelt part of England that there 
barely was fiich a book,” Dennises Letters^p, 173, 


• St. Auftin faid of St. Hicrome’s knowledge in divinity, “ Quod Hiero 
nymus nefeivit, nullus mortalium unquam feivit," 
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P. Ixxvii. *'Nor can I believe that feveral who pretend to be 
paiHonate admirers of Milton would treat him if living in any 
other manner, for the following reafons. 

** Becaufe they are fo fond of nothing as of that foft and efFemi- 
nate rhyme which makes the very reverfe of the harmony, and 
of the manly and powerful and noble enthunafm of Milton- 

“Becaufe the generality of poets and wits his contemporaries 
did not efteem him, though they were by no means inferior in 
underftanding to his pretended living admirers. Wilmot, Earl 
of Rochefter, never fo much as mentioned him in his Imitation 
of the Tenth Satire of the Firft Book of Horace. When he 
came to imitate that paflage, * Forte epos acer ut nemo Varius 
ducit,' inftcad of Milton he names Waller; and when that noble 
peer was fome years afterwards afleed byDr. Burnet, fince Biftiop 
of Salifbury, for which of the modern poets he had molt efteem, 
he anfwered without the lealt hcfitation, for Boileau among the 
f'rench, and Cowley among theEnglilh poets. Mr. Rymer, in 
his Firft Book of Criticifm, treated the Paradife Loft with con¬ 
tempt, and the generality of the readers of poetry, for twenty 
years after it was publilhed, knew no more of that exalted poem 
than if it had been written in Arabic. Mr. Dryden, in his Pre¬ 
face before the State of Innocence, appears to have been the 
firft, thofe gentlemen excepted whole verfes are before Milton’s 
poem, who difeovered in (b public a manner an extraordinary 
opinion of Milton’s extraordinary merit. And yet Mr. Dryden 
at that time knew not half the extent of his excellence, as more 
than twenty years afterwards he copfelfed to me, as is pretty 
plain from his writing the State of Innocence ; for Mr. Dryden 
in that poem, which is founded on the Paradife Loft, falls lb in¬ 
finitely fhort of thofe wonderful qualities, by which Milton has 
diftinguilhed that noble poem from all other poems, that one of 
thefe two things muft be granted ; either that Mr. Dryden knew 
not the extent of Milton's great qualities, or that he defigned to 
be a foil to him. But they who knev. Mr. Dryden know very 
well that he was not of a temper to defign to be a foil to any 
—Dennis^s Letters^ p, 76- 

P. Ixxviii. “The moft wonderful teftimony in his [Brad- 
Ihawe’S] favour is from Milto?i^ who is faid to have been recom¬ 
mended by him to Cromwell for the place of Latin fecretary. 
And in his Defenfio pro Populo Anglicano there extols him,&c.’' 
—Lord CampbelPs Lives rf ChiefJuJiiceSy vol. i. p. 489- 

P, Ixxx. Jeanes, or Janes, publilhed in the year 1651 an 
Anfwer to Milton’s Iconoclaftes. In the year of the Reftoration, 
1660, this book was brought out again under the title of “Sal- 
mafius his Deteflion of the Diabolical Rebel Milton,” intending 
thereby to pafs it ofF as a tranflation of Salmafius's pofthuinous 
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work, Ad Johannem Miltonum Refponfio. It is in fact the fame 
work and the fame edition as that brought out by Janes, with 
the exception of the title and a leaf of addrefs to the reader. 

P. Ixxxi. See South’s Sermon on the 30th of January, ** But 
others more knowing, infift not fo much upon the warrant of 
Scripture, but ple*ad providential difpcnfationsy and then God’s 
works (it feems) muft be regarded before his words. And the 
Latin Advocate (Mr. Milton), who, like a blind addery has fpit 
fo much poyfon upon the King’s perfonand caufe, fpeaks to the 
matter roundly. ‘Deum fccuti Ducem, et imprefl'a paflim 
divina veftigia venerantcs, Viam baud obfcuram led illultrem, 
et illius aufpiciis commonftratam, ct patefa^tam ingrefli fumus.’ 
But muft we read God’s mind in his footfteps, or in his word ? 


This is, as if when we have a man’s hand-writing, we fliould 
endeavour to take his meaning by the mcafure of his foot, &c. 


Perhaps South had an eye on Milton in the following paflkge 
in his Sermons, vol. viii- ferm. 10, What that particular lin 
was, for which the angels were thrown down from their l^ation, 
is hard and perhaps impofllble to be determined, yet men enquire 
after it, as freely as if it might, and foine pitch it upon pride. 
Though in their confident ali’crting of that which is no where 
delivered, they feem to difeoven no Jhiall pride and arrogance 
theinfehesy^ &ic. In vol. x. ferm. 7, in his argument againft 
David Parseus, South attacks Milton’s pofition;—Becaulc the 
kings of England take an oath at their coronation to govern by 
fuch and fuch laws, which in cafe they Ihould not, AJilton and 
fuch others, are fo bold as to abfolve the fubjecl from his alle¬ 
giance ; I ftiall, to dafli that puritany anti' 7 mnarchical tenety 
lay down this dilHndtion, that it is one thing for a king to pro- 
mife to manage his kingly office according to fuch rules; and 
another thingy to take upon him the kingly office upon condition 
that he fo governs ; it is this latter only that would render 
him accountable to his people ; but the former, if not fuirilled, 
is not breach of an antecedent condition, but only breach of 
a fubfequent promife, for the fin of which he is anfwcrable only 
to God.” 


P. Ixxxii. ‘^For my part I have no notion, that a fuftering Hero 
can be proper for epic poetry. Milton could make but very 
little even of a fuftering god, who makes quite another impreffion 
with his lightning and his thunder in Paradife Lojly than with 
his meeknefs and his ftoicifm in Paradife Regained, That great 
fpirit which heroic poetry requires, flows from great paffions,and 
from great adions. If the fuflering Hero remains infenfible, 
the generality of readers will not be much concerned for one 
who is fo little concerned for himfelf.”— Dennis's Lettersy p. x i. 
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P, Ixxxiv. or. note 41. I may mention that in a note to the 
Life of Milton in the Aldine edition) printed 1832 ,1 mentioned 
that Vavajfor was the perfon alluded to by Dr, Johnfon on the 
words, “ Ker and fame one before him'** as having noticed Milton's 
miftake in the ufe of the word Vapulandus. I found the reference 
when reading Crenius’s work alluded to. Since which I fee Mr. 
Hallam has made the fame remark in his Hiftory of Literature, 
but has not done me the favour of bating the fource of his infor¬ 
mation. “Illud mirum pariter et feltivum quod is quo locoet 
quibusplaneverbisattribuitSalmafio folsecifmos, i<fdem ipfefolx- 
cifmum aut foL'ccifmo flagitiumnon minus admittat.*^—y, Vavaf- 
for de Epigr. cxxii. p. 144, Crefiii Jnim. Philolog, i2mo. p. 77. 

P. xcii. 'I'he ertate which his father left him was but indif¬ 
ferent; yet by his frugality he made it ferve him and his. Out 
of his fecretary*s falary he had faved two thoufand pounds, which 
being lodged in the excile, and that bank failing at his majefty's 
reftoration, he utterly lott that fum. By the great fire which 
happened in London in the beginning of September, 1666, he 
had a houfe in Bread Street burnt, which was all the real eftate 
he had then left.”— Wood's Ath. Ox, vol.ii. ro/. 486. 

To what docs Fielding allude when he fays, “It is to be 
hoped heedlefs people will be more cautious what they burn, or 
ufe to other vile purpofes, efpccially when they confidcr the fate 
which had like to have befallen the dhine MiltonP —v. Journ, 
to the Next JVorld^ p. 331. 

P. xciv. We (iays a writer in the GentlcmarCs Magn^incy 
Auguft, 1849, P* ib3)fhould not have complained if Mr. Wal¬ 
cott had always, upon like occafion, been as diffufeas he is upon 
fomc of the ftreets in the neighbourhood of St. Margaret’s 
church. Of thefe “ York Street ” is a fpecimen. 

“ In this ftreet was iMilton's Itudy. He walked beneath the 
dappled (hadows which the irregular houfes ftill throw acrofs the 
way. Upon the parapet of the prefent back—once the front— 
of No. 19, is a ftone tablet bearing this inkription ;—* Sacred to 
Milton, Prince of Poets 5’ it was placed there by William Haz- 
litt, efiayilt, who rented the houfe in 1811, after his marriage. 

“In 1651, the poet quitted his official refidence in Scotland 
Yard, for this then ‘ pretty garden-houfe, next to Lord Scuda¬ 
more’s, and opening into the Park.’ The fight of his left eye 
he loft late in the fame year, and that of his right eye in 1653. 
His child Deborah was born here, on May 2, 1652; and from 
this houfe, ‘■fightlefs and dark,’ the old man* followed in the 

* Milton, born in Dec. j6o 8, was only in his fiftieth year when this 
wife died in Feb. 1657-8.— 
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fad proceflion which bore to her grave his beloved wife, whom 
he brought thither fcarce a*year before. During his refidence 
here, while Andrew Marvel was his fecrctary, he wrote his 
* Second Defence of the People of England/ and the ‘ Civil 
Power in Ecclefiaftical Caufes/ 

** A cotton-willow tree, now feparated by a wall from the 
humble dwelling, is faid to have been planted by the poet’s hand. 
Jeremy Bentham, to whom the houfe belonged, ufed frequently 
to make vifitors kneel before it; but when he propofed to cut 
down the tree, William Hazlitt, fcandalized by the * contem¬ 
plated profanation/ interfered, and commemorates his indigna¬ 
tion in the ‘ Spirit of the Age.’ 

At thofe windows the poet fat. The warm, balmy breath 
of fummer, and the fragrance of flowers, ftealing in through the 
open lattice, told him of the bright creation without, whofc love- 
linefs his fightlefs eyes might never fee again, till they beheld 
unfealed the Better Land; while the foft low tones of the organ 
which he loved, and the converfation of his friends, attuned his 
heart to patience and refignation. There oft he mufed, rich in 
thickly-crowding fancies that went forth over the wide earth, 
gathering from out its threefold kingdom frelh images of ftatcly 
beauty; and now, upfoaring into the companies of fpR’its of 
good, tarried awhile amid thefecrets of eternity, until they were 
ftayed only before the throne of living light.” 

On turning to Mr. Cunningham’s account of York Street, he 
will be found to give the greater part, but not the whole, of the 
fame fadls, comprefled indeed within Icfs than one-fourth the 
fpace: he difl'crs in thefe refpedts, i. he fays the ilrect received 
its name from the refidence of Archbifhop Sharp ; 2. he fays 
the tablet was fet up by Bentham, before Hazlitt inhabited the 
houfe; and 3, he gives the infeription thus, ‘‘Here jived 
John Milton, the Prince of Poets.” But we havevifited 
the fpot, and find the words as Mr. Walcott gives them,— 

Sacred to Milton, 

Prince of Poets. 

P. xcvii. On Milton’s projedled Poem of Arthur, fee Hurd’s 
Dialogues, vol. iii. p. 262 to p. 335. ^ ^ 

P. xcviii* “Proclamation for Suppreffing Milton’s Defenfio 
Populi Anglicani, The Anfwer to the Eicon Bafilice, and Good¬ 
win’s Obftruftor of Juftice, and whereas the faid John Milton 
and John Goodwin are both fled, or fo obfeure themfelves,thatno 
Endeavours ufed for their apprehenfions can take eftefl:, whereby 
they might be brought to Legal Tryal, and defervcdly receive 
condign Punifhment for their Treafons and Oftences.” 

P. xeix, “Milton, after being detained in the cuftodyof the 
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Serjeant at Arms, was releafed by order of the Houfe. The 
Serjeant had exz&ed from his prifofter,^^r/?/^^r, .theamountof 
150/. a fum which with great difficulty he had borrowed from 
his friends. Afarve/i brought the matter before the Houfe, 
and moved that the money fhould be refunded. He was fup- 
ported in the motion by Colonel King and Colonel Sharpeft, 
two officers of undoubted loyalty as well as gallantry. But the 
Solicitor General Finch ftrongly oppofed it, faying, that ‘ this 
Mr. Milton had been Latin fecretary to Cromwell, and inftead 
of paying 150/. well deferved hanging.' However the matter 
was referred to a Committee of Privileges, who therefore decided 
for the PoetJ *^—See Lord Campbelts Lives^ vol. iii. p. 382. 

P. ci. ‘‘ Philips, in his Life of Milton, fays that foon after his 
third marriage, in 1662, he ‘removed to a houfe in the Artillery 
Walk, leading to Bunhill Fields,' the houfe at which he finifhed 
the Paradife Lolt, and from which he was buried. It is not eafy 
to trace the fpot. No fuch place as Artillery Walk occurs in 
the elaborate map of London publifhed by Ogilby, thetranflator 
of Homer, in 1677, within three years after Milton's death. 
Aubrey, however, another original authority, tells us in his 
memoranda on the Life of Milton, that he ‘died in Bunhill 
oppofite the Artillcry-garden-walL' In Ogilby, and in various 
other maps, the name of Bunhill, without any addition, is given 
toarowofhoufesoccupying the liteof the weftern fide ofthefouth- 
ern part of the prefeiit Bunhill Ro^v, the oppofitc fide of which, 
now another row of houfes, was then formed by one of the walls 
of the Artillery Ground, which were built, according to High- 
more, the hiftorian of the Artillery Company, about the time of 
the Reftoration. This row might well be deferibed as leading 
to Bunhill Fields, for it ftill leads towards the well known Bun¬ 
hill Fields burying ground, the refting place of Dr. Watts, of 
Bunyan, and Defoe. It might well bear the name of the Artil¬ 
lery VValk, from its proximity to the Artillery Ground, and yet 
the name in common parlance be merged in that of Bunhill, as 
is the cafe with its prefent oppofite neighbour, Artillery Place 
Weft, which is only generally known as part of Bunhill Row. 
Here then, in all probability, in the row of houfes to the left of 
the pafTenger who turns northward from Chifwell Street towards 
St. Luke's Hofpital and Peerlefs Pool flood the houfe in which 
‘ Paradife Loft ' was written. Many of the houfes now there 
are well-built, and by no means of a modern appearance; but 
unfortunately there is none fufficiently antique to be 'affigned with 
fafety to the time of Milton. The whole of Bunhill Row is in 
the prefent parifh of St. Luke, Old Street, which then formed 
the ‘ Lordftiip part’ of the parifh of Cripplegate, whofe church 
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of St. Giles’s is memorable for the burial of Milton and the 
marriage of Cromwell. The next ftreet to Bunhill Row, on the 
oppofite fide of Chifwell Street, was the famous Grub Street, fo 
long proverbial as the refidence of hackney authors, which ftill 
fubfilis, but with the name metamorphofed, fince about 1830, 
to the noble one of ‘Milton Street, taken from its illuftrious 
neighbour.”— Mr. Thomas JP^atts. 

P. cvii. The following is a curious notice from an obfcure con¬ 
temporary writer of Poetry, who publifhed his little volume foon 
after Paradife Loft had appeared. “ I was much taken with 
learned Mr. Milton’s caft and fancy in his book, namely, Para¬ 
dife Lojl. Himl have followed much in his method, and have 
neen othcrwife beholden too, how much I leave them to judge, 
but I have ufed a more plain and familiar ftyle, becaufe 1 con¬ 
ceive it moft proper .”—Poems of Samuel Slater^ Pref. 1679. 

P.cviii. See Sterling’s Arts and Artifts in Spain, vol. 3, p. 1048. 
“His(Medina’s)Pain tings feem almoft confined toScot]and,where 
he refided. He was knighted by the Lord High Commiflioner 
Queenfbury, and was the laft man on whom the honour was 
conferred before the Union. In a ftiortvifit to England he pro¬ 
bably defigned his twelve Plates for Somers’ Milton, fo. 1705. 
In thefe he difplayed no very high powers of appreciating his 
author, but they were thought worthy of being reproduced in a 
fmaller form. He died 5 Odf. 1710. His pidture is at the Gal¬ 
lery at Florence. He has received the fomewhat dubious praife 
of being called the Knellcr of the North.” There is fomc mif- 
take in the date given by Mr. Sterling. 'Fhe 4th edition, folio, 
1699, was the firlt which had Aiedina's Plates. Book iv. has a 
Plate after B. I>ens, Senr. and Book xii. one taken from Ra¬ 
phael’s Bible. 

P. cix. Mr. Hawkins has obferved (vide Life of Milfon, p. 
Ixv. note) that the Angeleida of Frafinus Valvafonc, 1590, a book 
Milton is fuppofed to have feen, attributes to the y/po/iate Spirits 
the invention of Artillery. I may add that in reading the Zodi- 
acus Vitae of Palingenius, 1559 ,1 found the fame dljcovery given 
to the fame fallen angels. The palTage is fo curious, in this and 
other refpedls, as to deferve quotation, efpecially as it is not al¬ 
luded to in Mr. Todd’s edition. The poet is deferibing, as Mil- 
ton has, the various fallen Potentates. 

Sarcothcum(\ue vide, qui rex eft primus, et idem 
Peffimus ; hunc alii reges mctuuntque coluntque 
Huic fervit quicquid tenet orbis daemoniorum 
A quo ceu quodam centro, genus omne malorum 
Emicat, ut radii Solis de corpore manant. 

Afpexi hunc igitur, faevum horribilemque, fuperbo 
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Extantem Solio, fcelerataque Sceptra tenentem. 

Sanguiniae criftae huic furgunt, et cornua feptem 
£re6ta, et totidem ingentes referentia turres. 

Auribus atque ocuiis lucent, et naribus ignes 
Oraque fumofas evolvunt grandia flammag, 

Heu quot habet fecum comiteSy quantafque Phalanges^ 
If^ru^as et homblferis tormentzs. 

Ifte tyrannus agit, tanquam pcrfringere coelum. 

Vellet, et letherea fuperos depellere ab aula. 

Tunc mihi du£tor ait—-Fuit hie pulcherrimus oliin 
Supremoque Jovi chariflimus : at mala Mentis 
Conditio, ct la;tis cognata fuperbia rebus 
Attulit exitiuin mifero, par namque volebat 
EJJe Deo^ cupiens eequalem fedis honorem ; 

Proinde relegari meruit, juflufque Michael 

Conftituit certos illi inter nubila fines 

Ssepe tamen prifeae laudis, veterumque bonorum 

Non oblitus adhuc, et fpe delufiis inani 

Bella niovet fuperis, ccelumque irrumpere tentat 

Hinc fragor, hinc tonitrus, metuendaque fulmina fiunt 

Horrificique ignes nigranti nube corufeant, &c/* 

Sagittarius^ p- 289, ed. 1605* 

It certainly ftrikes me that Milton took his deferiptive ac¬ 
count of the various leaders of the rebellious Angels, in the 
firft book, from this book of Palingenius {Sagittarius)^ for they 
are enumerated in the fame manner as each prefiding over the 
various vices that tempt and afflict mankind. At any rate the paf- 
fage is fu curious and entertaining, as will well repay the reader^s 
trouble in turning to it. Scaligcr juftly called Palingenius (Pier 
Angelo Manfoli) non fpernendus. vide Scaligeriana, ime. 

P. cix. In Paradife Loft xi. 495, we meet with an apparent 
mixture of imagery and expreftion, that might have called up the 
obfervation of fome one of the numerous Commentators; but 
there is no note in Mr. Todd’s edition. 

Sight fo deform, what heart of rock could long 
Dry-eyed behold ? ” 

I may therefore obferve that the Chriftian Poet Sedulius has the 
expreftion, ut Cordis oculos interior caligo deferuit.” See Sedulii 
Carm. ed. Arntzenii, p. 3. 

There is alfo an expreftion inParadifcRcgainedwhich,asnone 
of the Commentators have touched on, I maybe excufed explain¬ 
ing and this place offers an opportunity. 

Their fumptuous gluttonies and gorgeous feafts 
On citron tables or Atlantick R. iv. 114.' 

Citron wood grew on Mount Atlas, and was held by the Romans 
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as valuable as gold. Martial, Ep. xiv. 89. ** Accipe felices 
Atlantica munera, fylvas.” “ Atlantic ftone,” the Commentators 
fay, was never heard of; nor can they explain the meaning of 
the expreflion. 

I can find no account of Atlantic marble in the learned work 
of Cariophylus de Ant. Marmoribus. But I believe that I have 
detected the true meaning of “Atlantic ftone,” which has efcaped 
the Commentators. Pliny mentions that the woods of Atlas 
were eagerly fearched by the Romans for citron wood and ivory. 
T/j/?. JVa/. lib. 5, c. i. 1, p. 366, ed. Brot. “Quam luxuriae 
cujus efHcaciftima vis fentitur atque maxima, cum ebori citroque 
filvae exquirantur.” Diod. Siculus joins them, lib. v. c. xlvi. 
vol. 3, p. 35 S> ed- Qu^iiuaroi tou vaou Bau/Mccnai 

ixsi Tcsf KaTamva^ el a^yu^ou xai xoit sM^avTo;^ tTi or Guoui 

S't$'»/t^iovfyyifi£vxi;” fo the author of the Apocalypfe, xviii. 12, “ srav 
li/Xov, SuivovjKoi't 'srav (rxEi/oi EMpavTivav,” Suidas and Paufanias alfo 
mention them together. We may therefore confider “ Atlantic 
ftone” to be a learned and poetical way for namitigthe “Ebur 
Atlanticum and Pliny alfo fays that the forefts in Mauritania 
were filled with elephants,lib. v. c. i. i. vol. i. p. 364, the fame 
forefts which afforded the citron wood. Should “ ftone ” be 
ftill thought a fingular expreflion for ivory, it may be obferved 
that foflil ivory might have been fought for; and that Pliny, lib. 
xxxvi. c. xxix. 18, vol. 6, p. 230, mentions a mineral ivory, 
which he calls a Jlone. “ Citrus arbor in Atalante Mauritania; 
monte nafeitur, ex qua olim faciebant le£los fores et menjas, quas 
eboreis pedibus fulcientes feminse, viris contra margaritas regcre- 
bant. Cato in ca, quam habuit, oratione, ne qiiis conful bis 
fieret: Dicere pofliim, quibus villa; atque a;des a-dificatas atque 
expolitse maxinio opere, citro,a.t(\\ic, chore, atque pavi?ncntls Pac- 
nicisjient" — Auf. Popmee Not. ink'ragm. Varroms,ed. Bipont, p. 

349. 

P. cix. “Thinkof the fathomlefs abyfs, a gloom impervious, 
fire without light, in darknefs burning, but not fhining.” See Ba- 
fil, tranflated by Boyd, in his Select Paflages, p. 237, 2nd ed. 
1810. We now fee from whonl Milton derived that celebrated 
paflage in the firft book of his Paradife Loft— 

“ yet from thefe flames 
No light, but rather darknefs vifiblc,” &c. 

Frotn a Correfpondent. 

P. cx. “ He (Dr. Arnold) ufed frequently to dwell on this ef- 
fentially mix'd character of all human things: as, for example, in 
his principle of the application of prophecy to human events or 
perfons : fo too his charaSterifiic difiike of Milton's reprefentation 
of Satan. ‘ By giving a human likeneis and representing him 
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as a bad man, you necelTarily get fome images of what hgood as 
well as of what is bad. For no living man is entirely evil. Even 
Banditti have fome generous qualities. Whereas the reprefenta- 
tion of the Devil Jhould be purely and entirely evil^ without a tinge 
of good, as that of God ftiould be purely and entirely good, with¬ 
out a tinge of evil; and you can no more get the one than the 
other from anything human. With the heathen it was different. 
Their Gods were themfelves made up of good and evil, and fo 
might well be mix’d up with human aflbciations. The hoof and 
the horns and the tail are all ufeful in their way as giving you an 
image of fomething altogether difgufting. And fo Mephiftopheles 
in Fauft, and the other contemptible and hateful charafter of ^he 
little monfterin far more true than the ParadifeLoJl.^ ” 

• —Sec Life of Arnold^ ii. p, 408. To this I may add, that a 
ftrong inftance of this mixed charaftcr given to Satan, as here ob- 
ferved on, may be found in Book iv. p. 387, where Satan is con¬ 
templating Adam and Eve in their ftateofParadifiacal innocence, 
and utters fentimentsfeeminglyatvariancewith his loft condition 
and his evil nature; at leaft they have always appeared to me 
objedlionable and unnatural. 

“ And fhould I at your harmlefs innocence 
Melty as I do; yet public reafon juft 
Honour and Empire, with revenge inlarged 
By conquering this new World, compels me now 
To do what elfe^ tho^ damnd^ I Jhould abhor,"* 

In a preceding vcrfc Satan alfo fays, 

“ Thank him who puts me loath to this revenge ! ” 

The reader is alfo referred to a moft judicious note by Mr. 
Hawkins^ 8vo. ed. of Newton's Milton, i. xcviii. 

As regards the charafter of Satan in Paradife Regained, Mr. 
Coleridge fays: Milton has reprefented Satan as a Sceptical So* 
cinian. See Book iv. ver, 196. 

‘ Be not fo fore offended, Son of God, 

Though fons of God both angels a.e and men.* 

Again verfe 500, 

^Then hear, O Son of'David, Virgin-born 
For Son of God to me is yet in doubt.’ 

Milton has reprefented Satan as owning the Prophetic and 
Meflianic charafter of Chrift, but fceptical as to higher claims.’* 
P. cx. Mr. C. Carlyon, in his Early Years and Late Refec¬ 
tions^ quotes from Leflie’sSermon on the words “Therewaswar 
in Heaven,” (Rev. xii.) and mentions the very obje^fionable Ithet'* 
ties which had been taken with fome important paflages of Holy 
Writ, particularly inftancing the 7th verfe of Pf. xi. “ The gra¬ 
vity and ferioufnefs,” he obferves, “ with which this fubjc£lought 
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to be treated) has not been re^rded in the adventurous* Bight of 
Poets^ who have drelTed angels in armour and put fwords and guns 
into their hands, to fulminate battles in the plains of heaven ; a 
fort of heathen fancy. Butthe truth has beengreatlyhurtthereby. 

This is one reafon why I have endeavoured to give a more 
ferious reprfefentatton of thatwar in Heaven,and I hope I may fay 
much better grounded than Milton's groundlefs fuppojition^ who 
in the 5th Book of his Paradife Loft makes the caufe of the re¬ 
volt of Lucifer and his Angels to have been,— That God upon a 
certain day in Heaven^ before the creation of this lower worlds did 
fumrnon all the Angels to attend^ and then declared his Son to be 
their Lord and King^ and applies to that day the 7th verfe of the 
2nd Pfalm,—^Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.' 
The folly of this contrivance appears many ways. To make 
the angels ignorant of the Bleffed IVinity, and to take it ill to 
acknowledge Him for their King, whom they had always ad- 
dreffed as their God,—or as if the Son had not been their King, 
or had not been begotten till that day. This fcheme of the An¬ 
gels'revolt cannot anfwer either to the eternal generation of the 
Son, or to his temporal generation of the Bleffed V^irgin, that 
happening after the fall of the Angels,’’ &c. 

P. cx. On the difficulties of the fubje/^ of Paradife Loft, fee 
Mr^ Henry Taylors Notes on Books^ p. 200-202. ‘‘We at 
Icaft cannot doubt that Milton’s great Work is a continued ftrug- 
gle with infupcrablc difficulties, and that the victory gained is a 
vidlory, not over the difficulties^ but independently of them; —a vic¬ 
tory in which the faults of the defign ftand out unfubdued in the 
execution: and the triumphsall hcreare thofe of unrivalled power 
of intelleft deftroying them : affording a flight compenfation for 
the faults, but not in any degree averting, not even difguifing 
them. Admire and applaud as we may, we cannot but be p.ain- 
fully fenfible, as often as the fupcrnatural agencies occur, that 
the author has fet out on a fallacious plan and ch^rafter from 
the firft; and when mounting the flying fteed and preffing into 
the theme of heaven, he has evidently flighted the warning to 
which he himfelf alludes, and has in fad truth fallen on the 
Aleian field, erroneous there to wander ! and the more relief and 
delight we find in the parts of the Poem which are bound in this 
vifible diurnal fphere, and the more we find ot furpaffing ex¬ 
cellence in the deferiptive and collateral pafl’ages, the more we 
lament the miftake of the Poet in adopting a fcheme fo utterly 
impra£ficable, exalting our imagination at the outfet, only to 
abafe it as we proceed—a Scheme of fuch celeftial dignity in its 
aim and fcope, that every detail is in derogation of it, and every 
realization felt to be falfe to the ideal,” See. &c. 
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P. cxiv. The late Thomas Amyot, Efq. in 3 letter to the 
Editor. 

P. cxvii. “ In Paradife Regained,” fays the Rev. C. Wordf- 
worth, “ the only topographical inaccuracy confifts in the fite 
of the Lycaeum : it is there placed within^ inftead of without 
the walls.”—Lib. i«. 1. 253. • 

-‘ JVithtn the walls then view 

The fchools of ancient fages, his who bred 
Great Alexander to fubdue the world, 

Lycaum there and painted Stoa next.’ ” 

See JFordfworth*s Athcn^^ p. 177. 

P. exxi. Of Milton, Sir James Mackintofh thus I'peaks:— 
“ Perhaps the fubtle genius of Greece was in part withheld from 
indulging itfelf in ethical controverfy by the influenceof Socrates, 
who was much more a teacher of virtue than even a fearcher 
after truth. 

Whom well infpired, the oracle pronounced 
Wifeft of men. 

It was doubtlefs becaufc he chofe that better part that he was 
thus fpoken of by the man whofc commendation was glory, and 
who, from the loftieft eminence of moral genius ever reached by 
a mortal, was perhaps alone worthy to place a new crown on the 
brow of the Martyr of V irtue.”—v. ProgreJ's of Ethical Philo- 
fophy, p. 18. 

P. exxvi. The following note was fent to me by a gentleman, 
and I fubfequently faw the buft. The judgment of the public 
does not feem to have fupported the opinion here given. 

“The Rev. Charles Woodward,of 18, Thayer-ftreet, Man- 
chefter-fquare, poflefles a buft of Milton about half the fize 
of life in white marble in Florentine coftume. It is an exquifite 
work of art and conveys a more beautiful likenefs of the great 
Poet than any print known, but agrees with the head by f'aithorne, 
allowing for the difference of age. It was fent from Florence in 
1827, and was called a buft of Raphe I by the dealer. No 
doubt that is the identical buft mentioned by Thomas Warton 
in a note to the Minor Poems, p. 333, and in the Life to the Al- 
dine ed. p. xx.” 

P.' cxxix. In Georgii Richteri Ep^ola SeleSiiores., 'Norimb. 
1662, 4to. is a letter from ChriftopKer Arnold to him, dated 
from London 7 Auguft, 1651, in which he gives a very inter- 
efting and entertaining account of the perfons,parties,and obje6Is 
of curiofity he met with. Among others he thus makes men¬ 
tion of Milton. 

“ Hujufdem (Reipublica: novae) ftrenuus Defenfor Mil- 
tonusy libentcr fe in fermonem dat, pura ejus elocutio eft, et 
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fcriptio ter/iliima. Dfe antiquis Anglorum Theologis, horumque 
inS. Scripturaelibroscoinmentariis(ipram eruditionem tefl;or)fane 
dot^iffimis durius faltem, fi noniniquius judicare judicium, om> 
nino is mihi videbatur.”—p. 483. Again, “ Jo. M\lm^ Celebris 
• ille Populi Anglicapi defenfor, olim et Areopagitica confignavit, 
A fpeech for the Liberty of unlicenfed Printing to the Parlament 
ofEngeland. i.Sermonem libertate live licentia imprimendi libros, 
ad Parlamentum Angliae, contra hujus conllitutionem qua non 
nifi cum licent^ approbatos imprimere permiHum erat. Percu- 
riofus: Scriptor ifte jam pridem hodiernam libertatem, hoc eft, 
A. c. 1644,in Areopagiticis fuis cogitafle mihi videtur.’—p. 491. 
This paliage vras brought to my notice by Thos. Watts, Efq. 
of the Britilh Mufeum, who alfo pointed out to me the paflage 
I have quoted from the Dutch Tranflation of Paradife Loji. 

P. cxxx. On the influence of Plato on Milton’s genius, fee 
Edinburgh Review, No. clxxvi. p. 335, &c. 

P. cxxx. 17. I now add the Emendations, &c. in a Copy of 
Aratus, in the hand-writing of Milton, in the Britilli Mufeum, 

A^acrou ZoXrsjf ^aivoi/,Eva ua'i Aioo-cixsia, Oeuvo; Asovtwu Mjj- 

XOivmou TTt^i AfaTEiay Pariflis 1559 - 4 ” Apud G. Mo- 

relium. 

[On the two fides of Morel’s device this line.] 

“ Cum foie et luna femper Aratus erit.” 

[In the fly leaf] 

“ Jo: Milton 
pre: 2* 6'' 

1631.” 

Paragraph 6, line g, auiiv. aurh. 

Par. 8, 1. 4. 

Nwtw /a£V (XTEtpoLVOi oTEXdei. XE(^a}.h TtE /xtv dyp-n. 

[the latter part of the line is 
added in manufcript,with this 
note in the margin] “ Ex 
aliis editionibus fupplemus.” 

Par. II, 1. 5 Atw- 

[with this note in the margin] 
fnv nifi fubfit mendum inu- 
fitate corripitur. 

Par. II, 1 . 12. [note in margin] y,hiUv pro 

thiiev fic enim emendarat vir 
dodlus aliquis in editione Lug- 
dunenfi Degatiana. 
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Par. 11^ 1 . 17* 0OC5 agorpa* 

Par. 1 1 . 29. r* 

Par. 16, 1 . 3* oivlv. 

Par. 19, 1 . 8. TTporsfoier, 

^ Far. 19, 1 . 14. aic^ug 


[in margin] legendum fortafle 
xau afor^a. 

[in margin] teIj^ctA* Lugdun. 
a themate texoi. 

[in mzrginy oufiavov Lugdun. 

WfOTE^O/f. 

[in margin] a«po{ Lugdun. 


In the comment on paragraph 24 occurs this paffage: 

psuyetv TJji' ’H^EXTcav roS fjiii iivcfAsTvat IhTv tov aAiov aMcxofiEVtiv 
Hat Towf E’xyoMwf ^uinvxouvTa^y &c. &c.—there is an afterifk 
after movy and in the margin the words “ fupple Tpolav," 


Par. 28, 1 . 2. pUT^^OC. 
Par. 32, 1 . I. ToTo; xa]. 


puropa, 

[in margin] £ou fortafle interpo- 
nendum. 


Par. 32, 1 . 5. 

Par. 39, 1 . 7. TTpOTB^OV, 
Par. 43, 1 . 5. <TlJVS^yfAEVX, 

Par. 44, 1 . 7. £(. 


^JTTOffTa^. 

Par. 44, 1 . II. fisy* 

Par. 46, 1 . 6. To|ov. 

Par. 56, 1 . 14. eXBUTTTO. 

Par. 58, J. 2. mcc^ 

Par. 64, 1 . 4. O<T 0 V ETTtiTHti^ZlV* 
Par. 65, 1 . 7. II ETfcov. 

Par. 66> I. 3. 

Par. 73, 1 . 6. oHvoSev. 

Par. 85, 1 . 3- fxxT^axev. 

Par. 88, 1 . 3. w aa-micuv. 

Par. 9I) 1 . i« 

Par* 91, 1 . 4. mpa. 


fTfOTffO^ 

(TvvsE^yf^sya. 

*t 

yi^ 

the xai which follows ftruck 
through, and this note in 
margin, “ dele xa) et lege 
toSto pro 

[in margin] cTafacrra; videtur 
legifle Theon. 

I in margin] /xsyci fAsiovs^, Lugd. 

T0|0V. 

EXEAflTTTC. 

VEtctra. 

o<r<rov ETTKrxtaEiv. 
flS T£CUV. Stef. 
pLsXoi, Stef. 

oupavodev* 
fxay^a x£v. 

[in margin] ma <rm(avj fic 
emendatius legit Stephanas in 
Thefauro. 

aS^at. 

axpaq* 
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cxxxi. Dr. Ireland fays—** It may be oblerved here that 
Maffinger was not unknown to Milton. The date of fome of 
Milton’s early poems indeed is not exaSly afcertained ; but if 
the reader will compare the fpeech of Paulo^ with the Penferofit 
he cannot fail to remark a Hmilarity in the cadences, as well 
as in the meafure, and the folemnity of the thoughts. . . On 
many other occaflons, he certainly refemblus Maffinger, and fre- 
, quently in his repreientations of female purity, and the com¬ 
manding dignity of virtue.” See Gifford's Maffinger, v. iii. p. 
107. Mr. Gifford had obferved, vol. i.p. 141, that Milton has the 
fame bold expreffion as Maffinger—“ Sail-ftretched Wings.”— 
To which I may add Par. Reg. vol. iv. p. 267. “To the famous 
orators repair.”—See Emperor of the EaJL —“The moft fa¬ 
mous oratorsy the nurfe of learning, Athens.”—Indeed Milton’s 
Reading may be traced through many of our old Dramatic writers. 
1 have in a former publication many years fince, remarked that 
the memorable and graphic expreffion in Par. Reg. 1. 

— Satan bowing low 
His grey Diffimulation thus began ; 
is from Ford's Broken Heart, adl iv. fc. 2. 

Lay by thy whining grey Diffimulation, 

“ The ftyle of Maffinger’s plays,” fays Mr. Coleridge, and 
the Samfon Agoniftes arc the two extremes of the arc within 
which the didlion of Dramatic Poetry may ofcillate. Shakefpeare 
in his great Plays is the midpoint. In the Samfon Agoniftes all 
colloquial language is at the greateft diftance, yet fomething 
of it is preferved to render the dialogue probable ; in Maffinger 
the ftyle is differenced, but differenced in the fmalleft degree 
poffible from animated converfation by the vein of Poetry.”—See 
Table Talk, vol. ii. p. 121. 

P. cxxxiii. “ It was the error of Milton, Sydney, and others 
of that age, to think it poffible to conftrudl a purely ariftocratical 
government, defecated of all paffion and ignorance and fordid 
motives. The truth is, that the government would be weak 
from its utter want of fympathy with the people to be governed 
by it.”— Coleridge's Table Talk, vol. ii. p. 54. 

At a meeting of the Royal Society of Literature, Sir T. Phi¬ 
lips prefented them with extradls from a MS. Letter of Milton 
to Cromwell, purporting to be the fketch of a republic which he 
had devifed as a model of perfection. 

P. cxxxvi. July 7. Three Judges, Powell, Holloway, and 
Milton, difmiffed. This laft was Sir Chriftopher Milton, faid to 
have been the brother of the poet j in the letter Sir Chriftopher 
is thus mentioned,—“ The laft [/. e. Milton], Catholic as he is, 
yet Itas the misfortune to be turned out, as fome fay, for infuf- 
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ficiency and incapacity to difcharge the duties of his place, though 
others give it out that he defircd it himfelf by reafon of his age 
and other infirmities.*^ 

P. cxxxvii. The following account of Chriftopher Milton has 
been obligingly furnifhed to the Editor by hfs friend D. E. Davy, 
Efq., of UfFord, Suffolk. 

‘‘ Sir Chriftopher Milton was a lawyer, of, I believe, no 
great credit for knowledge of his profeflion. He was a ftrong • 
royalift and a profeiled Papift. On the 24th of April, 1686, he 
was appointed one of the Barons of the Exchequer, vice Neville. 
He did not hold his fituation long, and Dr. Johnfbn admits that 
from weaknefs of conftitution he retired before he had done any 
difreputable He was knighted at Whitehall the 25th of 
April, 1686 : he was then living at Rufhmere ; but it feems he 
afterwards refidcd at Ipfwich, where he died, and was buried in 
the church of St. Nicholas there, 22 March, 1692. He was 
baptized at All Hallows, Bread Street, London, 3 December, 
1615. He married Thomafinc, daughter of William Webber, 
of London, who died before her hufband, and was buried in 
St. Nicholas church, Ipfwich. They had one fon, Thomas 
Milton, Efq. Deputy Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, who by 
his wife, Martha, daughter of Charles Fleetwood, of North¬ 
ampton (remarried to William Coward, M.D. of London ^nd 
Ipfwich), had a daughter, of Grofvenor Street, London, houfe- 
keeper to Dr. Seeker. She died 26 July, 1769. 

The authorities for the foregoing account are, Evelyn's 
Memoirs j vol. i. p. 596 ; Beatfon's Pol, Index^ vol. ii. p. 313 > 
Le Neve's Knights made by J-ames II. ; MS. Brit. Muf. ; Mal^ 
colms London.^ vol. ii. p. 10; Todd's Life of Milton^ i8og, p. 
166; Nexvtons Life of MiltoHy voL u pp. Ixxvii. and Ixxviii. j 
Gtuillym^ p. 210. 

“Four new judges were appointed, who had taken the royal 
teft by declaring their belief in the unlimited,illimitable, and eter¬ 
nal nature of the difpenfing power. One of thefc was the brother 
of the author of Paradife Loft and of the Defence of the People 
of England for putting Cbailes 1 . to death. Sir Chriftopher 
Milton, recommended by Herbert, was in all refpedls a ftriking 
contrail to John, as he was not only a favourer of Popery, and a 
friend to arbitrary power, but the dulleft of mankind.**—See 
Lord Campbells Chief fujiices^ vol. ii. p. 87. ‘‘Although not 
reconciled to Rome, he came fo near her, that he would not 
communicate with the Church of England,*'—Sec Eehardls 
Hiforyy vol. iii. p. 797. Kennety vol. iii. 451. 

P. cxxxviii. In the preface to Paludanus's (or Vanden Break’s) 
Dutch trandation of the Paradife Loft, publiihed in 173^9 tnere 
is a circumftantial accountof Addifon’s vifit to Milton’s daughter, 
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which Paludanus fays he had heard from an Englifh gentleman. 
It occupies about an odlavo and contains fome particulars 
which I have never feen in Englifh. 

“I fhall conclude this preface with fomething to the honour 
of Mr. Addifony which was told me by a gentleman who is a na¬ 
tive of England, ft is as follows :—Some years ago, Mr. Addi- 
fon, whofe reputation is as high for virtue and genius as for the 
fcrvices he rendered the crown of Great Britain in various im¬ 
portant ftations, happened to hear that a daughter of Mr, Milton 
was ^ill living and refident in London in one of the pooreft parts 
of the toWn, He fet off for the place in his carriage, and when 
on his arrival the door was knocked at and enquiry made if the 
daughter of Mr. Milton refided within, the perfon who opened 
the door replied that fhc herfelf was his daughter. Knowing 
from the biography of Milton, that fometimes in his ftudies and 
particularly in his blindnefs, during which his incomparable poem 
was compofed, he had had Greek and Latin authors read to him 
aloud by his daughters, in the fame manner as if they had been 
acquainted with the claffical languages, Mr. Addifon afked Mrs. 
Milton iffhe happened to have a (Jreek Homer at hand, and on 
her anfwering in the affirmative, requefted her to let him fee it. 
She brought it to him, and read fome pages of the Iliad aloud in 
Greek, and in fuch a manner that a perfon who was completely 
mafter of the Greek language could not have done it better. 
Mr, Addifon feeing from this that fhc was really a daughter of 
Milton’s, exprefled his regret that the offspring of fo great a man 
fliould be reduced to narrow circumftances, almoft to poverty, 
and gave her at the fame time a handful of gold with the promife 
that he would continue to fupport her, a promife which this 
noble-minded man no doubt did not fail to peform till his own 
death or that of Mrs. Milton. This anecdote, reader, I thought 
myfelf bound to relate, in juftice to Mr. Addifon’s memory, and 
to fhow the ingratitude of the times which left in negleit the 
family of the moff learned and perfect poet that England, or 
perhaps the whole world has ever produced.” 

P. cxlvi. Mr. Coleridge has protefted agaiiift profaning the 
awful name of Milton by afl’oeiating it with the epithet Puri¬ 
tan,^* Yet he would not have wholly departed from the opinion 
of a well known writer, now among us, who calls this puri- 
tanifm of ours,”—that is, the thing itfelf in its pure, rather 
than puritanical form, “ among the nobleft heroifms that ever 
tranfac^ed itfelf on this earth.”—v. Appendix to Coleridge*s Bio- 
graphia Literaria^ vol. i. p. II, p. 335. On the proper mean¬ 
ing of the word Puritan^ fee Burnet's Life of Bedell, p. 361. 
“ Perhaps you have met with fome more fanatical Brownijls or 
Anabaptijls^ whom here you call Puritans. But thefe that are 
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commonly To called) which differ from the Church of Eneland 
about church-government and ceremonies only^ give indeed too 
little to the authority of thofe how truly learned or ancient 
foever; which is their fault, and their great fault,” &c.— App. 
p. 380. “ That alfo is falfc in the all'ertion that the Puritans 

deny the Church of England to be a true clfmrch. Unlefs the 
Puritans and Brawni/is be with you all one, which you have 
made divers feils above, and then you were to blame thus to mul¬ 
tiply names before, fo now again to confound them.” 

P. civ. In the Melanges de Critique et Phllohgie par S. 
Chardon de la Pochette^ vol. ii. p. 302-332, is a very learned and 
interefting account of Leonard Philaras, the correfpondent of 
Milton, whofe name, M. dela Rochette fays, does not appear in 
any Hiftorical Didlionary.—“ Aucun de nos di£lionnaires hiL 
toriques.aucun biographe n’a parlc deccperfonnagequipourtanta 
remplidcs miflions importantesen Europe,qui aimaitet cultivait 
les Icttres et qui etait en relation avec les hommes les plus illuffres 
de fon temps,” &c. He died in 1673. This name is not in the 
Onomaflicon of Saxius. 

P. clxxii. note. In the verfes of Samuel Barrow, which are pre¬ 
fixed to moft editions of Paradifc Loft, I do not know why, in 
the firft line, 

Qui legis Amijfam Paradifum^ See. 
the Poet has made “Paradifum ” of the feminine gender, the 
Greek Ua^dhia-o; being mafeuline. Prudentius in Cathemerinon, 
X. 161. 

Patet ceu fidelibus ampli 
Via lucida jam Paradifi. 

PauHnuSy Poem 37, ad Severum ad Pidluram Martyrum, 

“ Inter Jioriferi ccelefte nemus Paradifi." 

And an au 61 or incertus de Bebiani Baptifmo, who copies him, 

“ Manat et atherii ccelefte nemus Paradifi." 

What authority there may be on the other fide I am Ignorant. 
I may here obferve, that Milton, in Paradife Loft, iv. 143, has 
an expreFion deferibing Paradife, which has not met the atten¬ 
tion of the commentators. 

“ Yet higher than their tops 
The verdurous wall of Parad'fe upfprung.” 

But in the works of a Latin Poet of the Chriftian ages we find 
the fame expreffion on the fame fubjedt. 

“ Illic floret humus Temper fub vere perenni 
Arboreis hinc inde comis veftitur amoene, 

Frondibus intextis ramorum rnurus opacus 
Stringitur, atque omni pendet ex arbore frudlus.” 

See D 7 ‘acontii Carm. de DtOy i. l 85 ' 
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And being on the fubjeA of Milton’s poetical expreilions» I 
may add) that in the defcription of the Indian fig tree (the Banian) 
Mr. Todd, in his Variorum Editions, has not obferved that the 
fimilitude in the following line, 

“ Thofe leaves 

They gathered, broad as Amazonian targe” 
is taken from Pliny^Nat.HiJi.yXx.c. 5, defcribing the fame tree— 
“ Foliarum latitude Pelta efhgiem Amazonia habet.” The leaves 
of this tree, however, are about the Jize.^ though not exactly 
the fhape of the laurel. Neither Pliny nor Milton had ever feen 
the ^ee which they here deferibe. 

Additional Note. 


P.lxiii. Onthequeftion of “Unlicenfed Printing,” in its bene¬ 
fits and its abufes, we may trace the progrefs of opinion during 
nearly two centuries, which have elapfed fince Milton’s noble 
defence of a free prefs, in the following obfervations, to be found 
in a late work of great merit and high authority, proceeding 
from one who now fills that eminent fituation fb long and 
ably held by him “who muft be confidered the moft promi¬ 
nent legal chara<Sler, and the brighteft ornament to the profellion 
of the law that appeared in England during the paft century.”* 
“No one born in the reign of Queene Anne ought to be feverely 
blamed for entertaining apprehenfions for the fafety of the ftate 
from permitting juries to determine what publications are inno 
cent or criminal. We fhould refledl that Lord Somers and 
the leaders of the Revolution of 1688, would not venture forfome 


years to allow printing without a previous licenfe., and that in the 
opinion of many of the ?noji enlightened men of the next generation.^ 
a lieenfer could only be difpenfed with upon the condition that the 
Qntence upon writings after they were pHbliJhed.^Jhould be pronounced 
by permanent functionaries, whoin the Croim Jhould fclcrl for 
having a fufficient horror of every thing approaching to fedition. 
It was not till after a flruggle for half a century, and under a 
miiiifterthen highly liberal (although he afterwards tried to hang 
a few of his brother reformers who continued fteady in the caufe) 
that the bill pafTed, dire£ling that on a trial for libel, the jury, in 
giving their verdidf, fhould have a right to take into confideration 
the charadfer and the tendency of the paper alleged to be libellous. 
Still the truth of the fa£ts ftated in the publication complained 


of could not be inquired into; for half a century longer the 
maxim pleaded—The greater the truth, the greater the libel,’— 
and it was only«in the year 1845 that ‘ Lord Campbell’s Libel 


* Lord MansAeld. 
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Bill ’ pafled, permitting the tritth to be given in evidence, and 
referring it to tHe jury to decide whether the defendant was a£i;u- 
atcd by malice, or by a defire for the good of the community, 
Thefe fucceffive alterations of the law are now admitted to have 
operated beneficially—not onlybeingfavourable to freedifcufllon, 
but really tending to reftrain the licentioufnefs of the prefs. 
Candour however requires the confeffion that they were attended 
with fome hazard, and we mufl not confound exceflive caution 
with bigotry or a love of arbitrary government. The great pro- 
blem for free fates now to confider iSy how journaltfm is to be 
rendered conftfent with public tranquillity and the /lability of 
political infitutmis, A licenfer can never more be endured : 
and againfl a Journal which daily excites to infurreftion and 
revolution, a pj t)fecution of the proprietor or printer for a libel— 
to be heard before a jury after the lapfe of feveral mpnths— 
affords no adequate remedy. If the great capitals of Europe are 
to be conftantly in ‘ aftateof fiege,’ we may be driven to regret 
the quiet old times when Royal Gazettes, announcing court 
appointments, were the only periodicals.’^—Sec Lord CampbeWs 
Lives of the Chief Juf ices {Lord Mansfield)^ vol. ii, p. 544, 



CONTENTS TO VOL. 1. 

I Page 

Life of Milton . v 

Addenda.clix 

^ Appendix.. . . . cJxxxix 

Samfon Agonifles . . . i 

A Mafle prefenfed at Ludlow Gallic, 1634.63 

Lycidas . ..100 

11 Pcnlerofo . . .#. . . . iSy, 

L'Allegro.113 

Arcades.118 

Miscellaneous Poems. 

On the Death of a fair Infant dying of a Cough .... 122 

At a Vacation Excrcife in the Colledgg.125 

On the Morning ofChrill’s Nativity.129 

^rhe Hymn.13^ 

The Paflion .138 

• On Time.' 141 

Upon the Circumcifion.142 

At a folemn Mufick.143 

An Epitaph dr the Marchionefs of Winchefter .... 144 

Song. On May Morning.147 

On Shakefpear, 1630 . . . •.147 

On the Univerfity Carrier.148 

Another on the fame.149 

The Fifth Ode of Horace. Lib. I. Tranflation.130 

Geoffrey of Monmouth.151 

Fragments of Tranflations.151 

Epigram on Salmafius’s Hundreda.135 

On the new forcers of Confcicncc under the Long Parliament . 156 

Sonnets. 

I. [Ti) the Nightingale].157 

II. ^ Donna leggiaJra il cut bel nornehonora* .... 157 

III. ^ in code afpro, al imbrunir di fern ' . . . . 158 

Canzone.155 

IV. ‘ Diodati, e teU diro con mnraviglia ’.159 

V. * Per certo i bet voftrocchi^ Donna min'* . , , . 160 

VI, ^ Giovane piano, e femplicetto ntnante '.160 

VII, [On his*bcing arrived to the .age of Twenty-three] . i6i 

VIII, [When the Alfault was intended to the City] . , i6i 

IX. [To a virtuous young Lady].162 

• X. [To the Lady Margaret Ley].163 

XI. [On the Detradlion which followed upon my wjiting 

certain Trcaiifcs].163 

XII. On the fame . . . , . . 164 

xiii. To Mr. H. Lawes, on his Aires.164 

XIV. [On the Religious Memory of Mrs. Catherine Thom- 

fonj.165 



































viii CONTENT'S. 

XV. To my Lord Fairfax. 

XVI. To Oliver Cromwell. 

xvu. To Sir Henry Vane . . . 

xvin. On the late MalTacher in Piemont . . ' . , 

XIX, [On his Blindnefs]. 

XX. [To Mr. Lawrence]. 

XXI. To Cyriac Skinner] . . . . . . . 

XXII. To Mr. Cyriac Skinner. Upon his Blindnefs 

^ XXIII. [On his deceafed Wife] .* 

Psalms.' . . 

De Authorc Tcftimonia. 

£ 7 GIARUM Liber Primus. 

I. Carolum Diodatum . 

II. In obitum PracAiis Academici Cantahrigienfis 

III. In obitum Pr/efulis Wintonienjis . . . . 

" IV. Ad Thomam Junitim praceptorern fuum . . 

. V. In adventum veris . 

VI. Ad Carolum Diodatum ruri commorantem . . 

vii. ^ Nondum blanda tuas leges Amathufia noram * 

Epicrammatum Liber. 

In Proditioncm Bombardicam.. 

In indem.. 

In eandcm. 

In et lem. 

In inventorem Bombardse. 

Ad Leonofam Romx cancntem.. . 

Ad eandem. 

Ad eandem. 

In Salmalii Hundredam. 

In Salmafium.. . . 

"Gain ex concubitu gravidam te, Pontia, Mori” . . 

Apologus dc Ruftico ct Hero. 

Ad Chriftinam Suecorum Reginam, nomine Cromwelli . 


Page 

166 

166 

167 

168 

168 

169 
* 169 

170 

171 

172 
205 

210 

213 

213 

216 

220 

224 

227 

231 

231 

232 
232 
232 

232 

233 

233 

234 
234 
234 
234 
23s 


SvLVARUM Liber. 

In obitum Procanccllarii medici.236 

In quintum Novembris.237 

In obitum Prsefulis Elienfis.244 

Naturam non pati fenium.246 

De Idea Platonica quemadmodum Ariftoteles intellexit . . 248 

Ad Patrem.250 

Pfalm cxiv.*2^3 

Phiiofophus ad regem.234 

In Effigiei ejus Sculptorem.254 

Ad Salfilljim poetam Romanum segrotantem.255 

Manfus.256 

Epitaphium Damonis.260 


Ad Joannem Roufium Oxonienfis Academia; Bibliorhecarium 267 






































SAMSON AGONISTES, 

A DRAMATIC POEM. 


Arijlot, Poet, Cap. 6. 

TfxyxZlx jExtju.ii(rK Tpx^so^ (TTraJa/a?, &C. 

Ttagcedia ejl imitatio axioms fcria:^ &c. Per mifericordiam 
metum pcrfictens talium affe^iuum lu/irationem. 


B 



Of that fort of Dramatic Poem 
which is calPd "Tragedy, 







^jRAGEDY, as it was antiently compos’d, 
hath been ever held the graved;, moral- 
eft, and moft profitable of all other 
Poems: therefore faid by Arijiotle to be of power 
by raifing pity and fear, or terror, to purge the 
mind of thofe and fuch like paflions, that is to 
temper and reduce them to juft mcafure with 
a kind of delight, ftirr’d up by reading or feeing 
thofe paftions well imitated. Nor is Nature want¬ 
ing in her own effefts to make good his alTertion : 
for fo in Phyfic things of melancholic hue and 
quality are us’d againft melancholy, fowr againft 
fowr, fait to remove fait humours. Hence Philo- 
fophers and other graved Writers, as Cicero^ Plu¬ 
tarch and others, frequently cite out of Tragic 
Poets, both to adorn and illuftrate their difeourfe. 
The Apoftle Paul himfelf thought it not unworthy 
to infert a verfe of Euripides into the Text of Holy 
Scripture, i Cor. 15. 33. 2en6.Paraus commenting 
on the Revelation^ divides the whole Book as a 
Tragedy, into A<fts diftinguiftit each by a Chorus 
of Heavenly Harpings and Song between. Here- 




tofore Men in highcft dignity have labour’d.not 
a little to be thought able to compofe a Tragedy. 
Of that honour Dionyjius the elder was no lefs am¬ 
bitious, then before of his attaining to the Tyranny. 
AuguJiusCafar alfo had begun his Ajax, but unable 
to pleafe his own judgment with what he had be¬ 
gun, left it unfinifht. Seneca the Philofopher is by 
fome thought the Author of thofe Tragedies (at 
left the beft of them) that go under that name. 
Gregory Nazianzen a Father of the Church, thought 
it not unbefeeming the fandlity of his perfon to 
write a Tragedy, which he entitl’d, Chrijifuffering. 
This is mention’d to vindicate Tragedy from the 
fmall efteem, or rather infamy, which in the ac¬ 
count of many it undergoes at this day with other 
common Interludes ; hap’ning through the Poets 
error of intermixing Comic ftuff with Tragic fad- 
nefs and gravity; or introducing trivial and vulgar 
perfons, which by all judicious hath bin counted 
abfurd ; and brought in without diferetion, cor¬ 
ruptly to gratifie the people. And though antient 
Tragedy ufe no Prologue, yet ufing fometimes, in 
cafe of felf defence, or explanation, that which 
Martial cAh an Epiftle ; in behalf of this Tragedy 
coming forth after the antient manner, much dif¬ 
ferent from what among us pafles for beft, thus 
much before-hand may be Epiftl’d; that Chorus 
is here introduc’d after the Greek manner, not 
antient only but modern, and ftill in ufe among the . 
Italians, In the modelling therefore of this Poem, 
with good reafon, the Antients and Italians are 
rather follow’d, as of much more authority and 
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fame. The meafure of Verfe us’d in the Chorus 
is of all forts, call’d by the Greeks Monojlrophic, or 
rather Apolelymenoriy without regard had to Strophe, 
Antijirophe or Epod, which were a kind of Stanza’s 
fram’d only for the Mufic, then us’d with the 
Chorus that fung; not eflcntial to the Poem, and 
therefore not material; or being divided into 
Stanza’s or Paufcs, they may be call’d Allceojiropha. 
Divifion into Adt and Scene referring chiefly to 
the Stage (to which this work never was intended) 
is here omitted. 

It fuflices if the whole Drama be found not 
produc’t beyond the fift Adi, of the ftyle and uni- 
formitie, and that commonly call’d the Plot, whe¬ 
ther intricate or explicit, which is nothing indeed 
but fuch ceconomy, or difpofition of the fable as 
may (land beft with verifimilitude and decorum 
they only will beft judge who are not unacquainted 
with /EfchuluSy Sophocles, and Euripides, the three 
Tragic Poets unequail’d yet by any, and the beft 
rule to all who endeavour to write Tragedy. The 
circumfeription of time wherein the whole Drama 
begins and ends, is according to antient rule, and 
beft example, within the fpace of 24 hours. 



THE ARGUMENT. 


S amson made Captive^ Blind, and now in the Prifon 
at Gaza, there to labour as in a common work-houfe, on 
a Fejlival day, in the general cejfation from labour, comes 
forth into the open Air, to a place nigh,fomewhat retir'd 
there to fit a while and bemoan his condition. Where he 
happens at length to be vifited by certain friends and equals 
of his tribe, which make the Chorus, who feek to comfort 
him what they can ; then by his old Father Manoa, who 
endeavours the like, and withal tells him his purpofe to 
procure his liberty by ranfom ; lajily, that this Feaft was 
proclaim'd by the Philiftins as a day of 'Thankfgiving for 
their deliverance from the hands of Samfon, which yet more 
troubles him. Manoa then departs to profecute his endea¬ 
vour with the Philiftian Lords for redemption ; 

who in the mean while is vifited by other perfons; and 
lajlly by a publick Officer to require his coming to the 
Feaft before the Lords and People, to play or fhew his 
Jlrength in their prefence ; he at firft refufes, difmiffing the 
publick Officer with abfolute denyal to come ; at length 
perfwaded inwardly that this was from God, he yields to 
go along with him, who came now the fecond time with 
great threatenings to fetch him ; the Chorus yet remaining 
on the place, Manoa returns full of joyful hope, to procure 
e're long his Sons deliverance: in the midjl of which dif- 
courfe an Ebrew comes in hafle confufedly at firfi; and 
afterward more diJlinStly relating the Cataftrophe, what 
Samfon had done to the Philiftins, and by accident to him- 
Jelf; wherewith the Lragedy ends. 



THE PERSONS. 

Samfon. 

Manoa the Father ^Samfon. 
Dalila his Wife. 

Harapha of Gath. 

Publick Officer. 

Meflenger. 

Chorus of Danites. 

The Scene before the Prifon in Gaza. 




Samfon. 

LITTLE onward lend thy guiding 
hand 

To thefc dark fteps, a little further on; 
For yonder bank hath choice of Sun 
or fhade, 

There I am wont to fit, when any chance 
Relieves me from my talk of fervile toy], 

Daily in the common Prifon elfe enjoyn’d me, 
Where I a Prifoner chain’d, fcarcc freelv draw 
The air imprifon’d alfo, clofe and damp, 
Unwholfom draught: but here I feel amends, 9 
The breath ofHeav’n frelh-blowing, pure and fweet, 
With day-fpring born; here leave me to refpire. 
This day a folemn Feaft the people hold 
To Dagon their Sea-Idol, and forbid 
Laborious works, unwillingly this reft 
Their Superftition yields me; hence with leave 
Retiring from the popular noife, I feek 
This unfrequented place to find fome eafe, 

Eafe to the body fome, none to the mind 
From reftlefs thoughts, that like a deadly fwarm 
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Of Hornets arm’d, no fooner found alone, 20 
But rufli upon me thronging, and prefent 
Times paft, what once I was, and what am now. 
O wherefore was my birth from Heaven foretold 
^wice by an Angel, who at laft in light ^ 

Of both my Parents all in flames afcended 
From off the Altar, where an Ofl’ring burn’d, 

As in a fiery column charioting 

His Godlike prefence, and from fome great adt 

Or benefit reveal’d to Ahrahatn s race ? 

Why was my breeding order’d and preferib’d 30 
As of a perfon feparate to God, 

Defign’d for great exploits ; if I mull; dye 
Betray’d, Captiv’d, and both my Eyes put out. 
Made of my Enemies the fcorn and gaze ; 

To grind in Brazen F'etters under talk 
With this Heav’n-gifted ftrengthO glorious' 
Put to the labour of a Beaft, debas’t [ftrength 
Lower then bondllave ! Promife was that I 
Should Ifrael from Philiftiafi yoke deliver ; 

Aik for this great Deliverer now, and find him 40 
Eyelefs in Ga-za at the Mill with llaves, 

Himfelf in bonds under Philijiian yoke ; 

Yet ftay, let me not ralhly call in doubt 
Divine Predidlion ; what if all foretold 
Had been fulfil Id but through mine own default,* 
Whom have I to complain of but my felf ? 

Who this high gift of ftrength committed to me. 
In what part lodg’d, how eafily bereft me. 

Under the Seal of lilence could not keep. 

But weakly to a woman muft reveal it, 50 

O’recome with importunity and tears. . 
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O impotence of mind, in body llrong \ 

But what is ftrength without a double fliare 
Of wifdom, vaft, unwieldy, burdenfom, 

Proudly fecu»e, yet liable to fall 
By weakeft futtleties, not made to rule. 

But to fubferve where wifdom bears command. 
God, when he gave me ftrength, to fhew withal 
How flight the gift was, hung it in my Hair. 

But peace, I muft not quarrel with the will 6o 
Of higheft difpenfation, which herein 
Happ’ly had ends above my reach to know : 
Suffices that to me ftrength is my bane. 

And proves the fourfe of all my miferies; 

So many, and fo huge, that each apart 
Would afle a life to wail, but chief of all, 

O lofs of fight, of thee I moft complain ! 

Blind among enemies, O worfe then chains, 
Dungeon, or beggery, or decrepit age ! 

Light the prime work of God to me is extinft, 70 
And all her various objects of delight 
Annull’d, which might in part my grief have eas’d, 
Inferiour to the vileft now become 
Of man or worm ; the vileft here excel me. 

They creep, yet fee, I dark in light expos’d 
To daily fraud, contempt, abufe and wrong, 
.Within doors, or without, ftill as a fool, 

In power of others, never in my own ; 

Scarce half I feem to live, dead more then half. 

O dark, dark, dark, amid the blaze of noon, 80 
Irrecoverably dark, total Eclipfe 
Without all hope of day ! 

O firft created Beam, and thou great Word, 
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Let there be light, and light was over all; 

Why am I thus bereav’d thy prime decree ? 

The Sun to me is dark 
And filent as the Moon, 

When {he deferts the night 
Hid in her vacant interlunar cave. 

Since light fo neceilary is to life, 90 

And almoll life itfelf, if it be true 
That light is in the Soul, 

She all in every part; why was the light 
To fuch a tender ball as th’ eye confin’d ? 

So obvious and fo calie to be quench’t. 

And not as feeling through all parts diffus’d, 

That (he might look at will through every pore r 
Then had 1 not been thus exil’d from light; 

As in the land of darknefs yet in light. 

To live a life half dead, a living death, loo 

And buried ; but O yet more miferable ! 

My felf, my Sepulcher, a moving Grave, 

Buried, yet not exempt 

By priviledge of death and burial 

From worll of other evils, pains and wrongs. 

But made hereby obnoxious more 
To all the miferies of life. 

Life in captivity 
Among inhuman foes. 

But who are theft; ? for with joint pace I hear no 
The tread of many feet Hearing this way ; 

Perhaps my enemies who come to flare 
At my afflidlion, and perhaps to infult, 

Their daily pradtice to affli<H me more. 

CAor. This, this is he ; foftly a while. 
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Let us not break in upon him; 

O change beyond report, thought, or belief! 

See how he lies at random, carelefly diffus’d. 
With languifhf’t head unpropt, 

As one paft hope, abandon’d 120 

And by himfelf given over ; 

In flavilh habit, ill-fitted weeds 
O’re worn and foild ; 

Or do my eyes mifrcprefent ? Can this be hee, 
That Heroic, that Renown’d, 

Irrefiftible Samfon ? whom unarm’d [withftand ; 
No ftrength of man, or fierccft wild beaft could 
Who tore the Lion, as the Lion tears the Kid, 
Ran on embattelld Armies clad in Iron, 

And weaponlcfs himfelf, 130 

^ade Arms ridiculous, ufelefs the forgery 
Of brazen fliield and fpcar, the hammer’d Cuirafs, 
Chalybean temper’d Reel, and frock of mail 
Adamantean Proof; 

But fafeft he who flood aloof. 

When infupportably his foot advanc’t. 

In fcorn of their proud arms and warlike tools. 
Spurn’d them to death by Troops. The bold Af- 
calotiite 

Fled from his Lion ramp, old Warriors turn’d 
Their plated backs under his heel; 140 

Or grovling foild their crefled helmets in the dull. 
Then with what trivial weapon came to hand. 
The Jaw of a dead Afs, his fword of bone, 

A thoufand fore-lkins fell, the flower of Palejiin 
In Ramath-lechi famous to this day : [bore 

Then by main force pull’d up, and on his Ihoulders 
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The Gates of Azza, Poll, and maffie Bar 
Up to the Hill by Hebron^ feat of Giants old, 

No journey of a Sabbath day, and loaded fo; 149 

Like whom the Gentiles feign to bear up Heav’n. 
Which lhall I firll bewail, 

Thy Bondage or loll Sight, 

Prifon within Prifon 
Infeparably dark? 

Thou art become (O worll imprifonmcnt!) 

The Dungeon of thy felf; thy Soul 
(Which Men enjoying light oft without caufe 
Imprifon’d now indeed, [complain) 

In real darknefs of the body dwells. 

Shut up from outward light 160 

To incorporate with gloomy night; 

For inward light alas 
Puts forth no vifual beam. 

O mirror of our tickle Hate, 

Since man on earth unparallel'd ! 

The rarer thy example Hands, 

By how much from the top of wondrous glory, 
Strongell of mortal men. 

To lowell pitch of abjedl fortune thou art fall’n. 
For him I reckon not in high ellate 170 

Whom long defeent of birth 
Or the fphear of fortune raifes; 

But thee whofellrength, v/hik vertue was her mate. 
Might have fubdu’d the Earth, 

Univerfally crown’d with highell praifes. 

Sam. I hear the foundof words, theirfenfe theair 
DilTolves unjointed e’re it reach my ear. 

Chor. Hee fpeaks, let us draw nigh. Matchlefs 
in might. 
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The glory late of ^rae/, now the grief; 179 

We come thy friends and neighbours not unknown 
From EJhtaol and Zora's fruitful Vale 
To vifit or bewail thee, or if better, 

Counfel or Confolation we may bring. 

Salve to thy Sores, apt words have power to fwage 
The tumors of a troubl’d mind, 

And are as Balm to feftcr’d wounds. 

Sam. Your coming. Friends, revives me, for I 
Now of my own experience, not by talk, [learn 
How counterfeit a coin they are who friends 
Bear in their Superfeription (of the moft 190 
I would be underftood) in profperous days 
They fwarm, but in adverfc withdraw their head 
Not to be found, though fought. Yce fee, O friends. 
How .many evils have enclos’d me round; 

Yet that which was the word now lead afilieds me, 
Blindnefs, for had I fight, confus’d with diame. 
How could I once look up, or heave the head. 
Who like a foolifh Pilot have diipwrack’t. 

My Vefiel truded to me from above, 

Glorioudy rigg’d; and for a word, a tear, 200 
Fool, have divulg’d the fecret gift of God 
To a deceitful Woman : tell me Friends, 

Am 1 not fung and proverbd for a Fool 
In every dreet, do they not fay, how well 
Are come upon him his defertsyet why f 
Immeafurable drength they might behold 
In me, of wifdom nothing more then mean; 

This with the other fhould, at lead, have paird, 
Thefe two proportiond ill drove me tranfverfe. 

CAor. Tax not divine difpofal, wifed Men 210 
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Have err’d, and by bad Women been deceiv'd; 
And (hall again, pretend they ne’re fo wife. 
Deject not then fo overmuch thy felf, 

Who haft of forrow thy full load befides ; 

Yet truth to fay, I oft have heard men wonder 
Why thou Ihouldft wed Philijiian women rather 
Then of thine own Tribe fairer, or as fair. 

At leaft of thy own Nation, and as noble. 

Sam. The firft I faw at Timna^ and ftie pleas’d 
Mee, not my Parents, that I fought to wed, 220 
The daughter of an Infidel: they knew not 
That what I motion’d was of God; I knew 
From intimate impiilfe, and therefore urg’d 
The Marriage on; that by occalion hence 
I might begin Ifraels Deliverance, 

The work to which I was divinely call’d; . 

She proving falfe, the next I took to Wife 
(O that I never had! fond wifli too late) 

Was in the Vale of Sorec, Dalila, 

That fpecious Monfter, my accomplilht fnare. 230 
I thought it lawful from my former ad:, 

And the fame end; ftill watching to opprefs 
Ifrael's oppreffours : of what now I fuffer 
She was not the prime caufe, but I my felf. 

Who vanquiftit with a peal of words (O weaknefs!) 
Gave up my fort of lilence to a Woman. 

Chor. In feeking juft occafion to provoke 
The Philijiine^ thy Countries Enemy, 

Thou never waft remifs, I bear thee witnefs: 

Yet Ifrael ftill ferves with all his Sons. 240 

^ Sam. That fault I take not on me, but transfer 
On Ifraets Governours, and Heads of Tribes, 
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Who feeing thofe great adts which God had done 
Singly by me againft their Conquerours 
Acknowledg’d not, or not at all confider’d 
Deliverance ofFerd : I on th’ other fide 
Us’d no ambition to commend my deeds, [dooer; 
The deeds themfelves, though mute, fpoke loud the 
But they perfifted deaf, and would not feem 249 
To count them things worth notice, till at length 
Their Lords the Philiftines with gather’d powers 
Enterd "Judea feeking mee, who then 
Safe to the rock of Etham was retir’d, 

Not flying, but fore-cafting in what place 
To fet upon them, what advantag’d heft ; 

Mean while the men of Judah to prevent 
The harrafs of their Land, befet me round ; 

I willingly on fome conditions came 
Into their hands, and they as gladly yield me 
To the uncircumcis’d a welcom prey, 260 

Bound with two cords; but cords to me were threds 
Toucht with the flame: on their whole Hoft I flew 
Unarm’d, and with a trivial weapon fell’d 
Their choiceft youth ; they only liv’d who fled. 
Had Judah that day join’d, or one whole Tribe, 
They had by this polTefs’d the. Towers of Gath, 
And lorded over them whom now they ferve; 

But what more oft in Nations grown corrupt, 

And by their vices brought to fervitude. 

Then to love Bo^idage more then Liberty, 270 
Bondage with eafe then ftrenuous liberty; 

And to defpife, or envy, or fufpeft 
Whom God hath of his fpecial favour rais’d 
As their Deliverer; if he aught begin. 
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How frequent to defert him, and at laft 
To heap ingratitude on worthieft deeds? 

C/ior. Thy words to my remembrance bring 
How Succoth and the Fort of Penuel 
Their great Deliverer contemn’d. 

The matchlefs Gideon in purfuit 280 

Of Madian and her vanquifht Kings ; 

And how ingratcful Ephraim 

Had dealt with ycphtha, who by argument. 

Not worfc then by his fhield and fpear 
Defended Ifrael from the Ammonite^ 

Had not his prowefs quell’d their pride 
In that fore battel when fo many dy’d 
Without Reprieve adjudg’d to death, 

For want of well pronouncing Shibboleth. 

Sam. Of fuch examples adde mee to the roul, 
Mee eafily indeed mine may negledl, 291 

But Gods propos’d deliverance not fo. 

Chor. Juft are the ways of God, 

And juftihable to Men ; 

Unlefs there be who think not God at all. 

If any be, they walk obfciire ; 

For of fuch Dodlrine never was there School, 

But the heart of the Fool, 

And no man therein Dodor but himfelf. 

Yet more there be who doubt his ways not juft. 
As to his own edids, found contradiding, 301 
Then give the rains to'wandring thought, 
Regardlefs of his glories diminution ; 

Till by their own perplexities involv’d 
,They ravel more, ftill lefs refolv’d. 

But never find felf-fatisfying folution. 
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As if they would confine th’ interminable, 

And tie him to his own prefcript. 

Who made our Laws to bind us, not himfelf, 
And hath full.right to exempt 31c 

Whom fo it pleafes him by choice 
From National obftridtion, without taint 
Of fin, or legal debt; 

For with his own Laws he can beft difpence. 

He would not elfe who never wanted means. 
Nor in refpedt of the enemy juft caufe 
To fet his people free. 

Have prompted this Heroic Nazarite, 

Againft his vow of ftrid:eft purity. 

To feek in marriage that fallacious Bride, 320 
Unclean, unchafte. 

Down Reafon then,at leaft vain reafoningsdown. 
Though Reafon here aver 
That moral verdit quits her of unclean : 

Unchafte was fubfequent, her ftain not his. 

But fee here comes thy reverend Sire 
With careful ftep. Locks white as doune, 

Old Manoah: advife 

Forthwith how thou oughtft to receive him. 

Sam. Ay me, another inward grief awak’t, 330 
With mention of that name renews th’ aflault. 

Man. Brethren and men of Dan,(or fuchyefeem. 
Though in this uncouth place; if old refpedt. 

As I fuppofe, towards your once gloried friend. 
My Son now Captive, hither hath inform’d 
Your younger feet, while mine caft back with age 
Came lagging after; fay if he be here. 

Chr. As fignal now in low dejeded ftate, 
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As earft in higheft, behold him where he lies. 

Man. O mifer.able change! is this the man, 
That invincible Samjon, far renown’d, 34* 

The dread of Ifrael's foes, who with a ftrength 
Equivalent to Angels walk’d their ftreets. 

None offering fight; who fingle combatant 
Duell’d their Armies rank’t in proud array, 
Himfelf an Army, now unequal match 
To fave himfelf againft a coward arm’d 
At one fpears length. O ever failing 
In mortal ftrength ! and oh what not in man 
Deceivable and vain ! Nay what thing good 350 
Pray'd for, but often proves our woe, our bane 
I pray’d for Children, and thought barrennefs 
In wedlock a reproach ; I gain’d a Son, 

And fuch a Son as all Men hail’d me happy; 
Who would be now a Father in my ftead f 
O wherefore did God grant me my requeft. 

And as a bleffing with fuch pomp adorn’d ? 

Why are his gifts defirable, to tempt 
Our earneft Prayers, then giv’n with folemn hand 
As Graces, draw a Scorpions tail behind? 360 
For this did the Angel twice defeend ? for this 
Ordain’d thy nurture holy, as of 1 Plant; 

Seledt, and Sacred, Glorious for a while. 

The miracle of men : then in an hour 
Enfnar’d, aflaulted, overcome, led bound. 

Thy Foes derifion. Captive, Poor, and Blind 
Into a Dungeon thruft, to work with Slaves ? 

Alas methinks whom God hath chofen once 
To worthieft deeds, if he through frailty err, 

He ftiould not fo o’rewhelm, and as a thrall 370 
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Subjedt him to fo foul indignities, 

Be it but for honours fake of former deeds. 

Sam. Appoint not heavenly difpofition, Father, 
Nothing of all.thefe evils hath befall’n me 
But juftly; I my felf have brought them on, 

Sole Author I, foie caufe : if aught feem vile, 

As vile hath been my folly, who have profan’d 
The myftery of God giv’n me under pledge 
Of vow, and have betray’d it to a woman, 

A Canaanite^ my faithlefs enemy. 380 

This well I knew, nor was at all furpris’d. 

But warn’d by oft experience : did not flie 
Of 'Timna firft betray me, and reveal 
The fecret wrefted from me in her highth 
Of Nuptial Love profeft, carrying it ftrait 
To them who had corrupted her, my Spies, 

And Rivals ? In this other was there found 
More Faith who alfo in her prime of lovej 
Spoufal embraces, vitiated with Gold, 

Though offer’d only, by the fent conceiv’d 390 
Her fpurious firft-born ; Treafon againft me 
Thrice fhe affay’d with flattering prayers and flghs, 
And amorous reproaches to win from me 
My capital fecret, in what part my ftrength 
Lay ftor’d,in what part fu mm’d,that fhe might know: 
Thrice I deluded her, and turn’d to fport 
Her importunity, each time perceiving 
How openly, and with what impudence 
She purpos’d to betray me, and (which was worfe 
Then undiffembl’d hate) with what contempt 400 
She fought to make me Tray tor to my felf; 

Yet the fourth time, when muftring all her wiles. 
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With blandifht parlies, feminine aflaults, 
Tongue-battferies, (he furceas’d not day nor night 
To ftorm me over-watch’t, and Wearied out. 

At times when men feek moft repofe and reft, 

I yielded, and unlock’d her all my heart, 

Who with a grain of manhood well refolv’d 
Might calily have fliook off all her fnares: 

But foul effeminacy held me yok’t 410 

Her Bond-flave ; O indignity, O blot 
To Honour and Religion ! fervil mind 
Rewarded well with fervil punifhment! 

The bafe degree to which I now am fall’n, 

Thefe rags, this grinding, is not yet fo bafe 
As was my former fervitude, ignoble, 

Unmanly, ignominious, infamous, 

True (lavery, and that blindnefs worfe then this. 
That faw not how degeneratly I ferv’d. 419 

Man. I cannot praife thy Marriage choifes. Son, 
Rather approv’d them not; but thou didft plead 
Divine impulfion prompting how thou might’ft 
Find fome occafion to infeft our Foes. 

I ftate not that; this I am furc; our Foes 
Found foon occafion thereby to make thee 
Their Captive, and their triumph , thou the fooner 
Temptation found’d, or over-potent charms 
To violate the facred truft of filence 
Depofited within thee ; which to have kept 
Tacit, was in thy power ; true ; and thou bear’d 
Enough, and more the burden of that fault; 431 

Bitterly haft thou paid, and ftill art paying 
-That rigid fcore. A worfe thing yet remains. 
This day the Philijiines a popular Feaft 
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Here celebrate in Gaza; and proclaim 
Great Pomp, and Sacrifice, and Praifes loud 
To Dagojiy as their God who hath deliver’d 
Thee Samfon bound and blind into their hands, 
Them out of thine, who flew’il them many a flain. 
So Dagon (hall be magnifi’d, and God, 440 

Befides whom is no God, compar’d with Idols, 
Difglorifi’d, blafphem'd, and had in fcorn 
By th’ Idolatrous rout amidft their wine ; 

Which to have come to pafs by means of thee, 
Samfon^ of all thy fufferings think the heavieft, 

Of all reproach the moft with ihame that ever 
Could have befall’n thee and thy Fathers houfe. 

Sam. Father, I do acknowledge and confefs 
That I this honour, I this pomp have brought 
To Dagoriy and advanc’d his praifes high 450 
Among the Heathen round ; to God have brought 
Diihonour, obloquie, and op’t the mouths 
Of Idolifts, and Atheifts; have brought fcandal 
To Ifracl, diffidence of God, and doubt 
In feeble hearts, propenfe anough before 
To waver, or fall off and joyn with Idols; 

Which is my chief afflidlion, fhame and forrow, 
The anguifh of my Soul, that fuffers not 
Mine eie to harbour deep, or thoughts to reft. 
This only hope relieves me, that the ftrife 460 
With me hath end; all the conteft is now 
’Twixt God and Dagon ; Dagon hath prefum’d. 
Me overthrown, to enter lifts with God, 

His Deity comparing and preferring 
Before the God of Abraham. He, be fure. 

Will not connive, or linger, thus provok’d, 
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But will arife and his great name affert: 

Dagon muft ftoop, and lhall e’re long receive 
Such a difcomfit, as lhall quite defpoil him 
Of all thefe boafted Trophies won on me, 470 
And with confufion blank his Worfhippers. 

Man. With caufe this hope relieves thee, and 
I as a Prophecy receive : for God, [thefe words 
Nothing more certain, will not long defer 
To vindicate the glory of his name 
Againft all competition, nor will long 
Endure it, doubtful whether God be Lord, 

Or Dagon. But for thee what (hall be done ? 
Thou muft not in the mean while here forgot 
Lie in this mifcrable loathfom plight 480 

Neglcdted. I already have made way 
To fome P/iiliJiian Lords, with whom to treat 
About thy ranfom; wxll they may by this 
Have fatisfi’d their utmoft of revenge 
By pains and flaveries, worfe then death inflifted 
On thee, who now no more canft do them harm. 

Sam. Spare that propofal. Father, fpare the 
Of that follicitation ; let me here, [trouble 

As I deferve, pay on my puniftiment; 

And expiate, if poflible, my crin.c, 490 

Shameful garrulity. To have reveal'd 
Secrets of men, the fccrets of a^ friend, 

How hainous had the fadt been, how deferving 
Contempt, and fcorn of all, to be excluded 
All friendftiip, and avoided as a blab. 

The mark ojf fool fet on his front ? 

.But I Gods counfel have not kept, his holy fecret 
Prefumptuoufly have publifti’d, impioufly. 
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Weakly at leaft, and (hamefully; A fin 

That Gentiles in their Parables condemn 500 

To their abyfs and horrid pains confin’d. 

Man. Be penitent and for thy fault contrite, 
But aft not in thy own affliftion, Son, 

Repent the fin, but if the punifhment 
Thou canft avoid, felf-prefervation bids ; 

Or til’ execution leave to high difpofal, 

And let another hand, not thine, exaft 
Thy penal forfeit from thy felf; perhaps 
God will relent, and quit thee all his debt; 

Who evermore approves and more accepts 510 
(Beft pleas’d with humble and filial fubmiflion) 
Him who imploring mercy fues for life. 

Then who felf-rigorous choofes death as due; 
Which argues over-juft, and felf-difpleas’d 
For felf-offence, more then for God offended. 
Rejeft not then what offerd means, who knows 
But God hath fet before us, to return thee 
Home to thy countrey and his facred houfe, 
Where thou mayft bring thy off’rings, to avert 
His further ire, with praiers and vows renew’d. 

Sam. His pardon I implore ; but as for life, 

To what end fhould I feek it ? when in ftrength 
All mortals I excell’d, and great in hopes 
With youthful courage and magnanimous thoughts 
Of birth from Heav’n foretold and high exploits. 
Full of divine inftinft, after fome proof 
Of afts indeed heroic, far beyond 
The Sons of AnaCy famous now and blaz’d, 
Fearlefs of danger, like a petty God 
I walk’d about admir’d of all and dreaded 530 
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On hoflile ground, none daring my affront. 

Then fwoll’n with pride into the fnare I fell 
Of fair fallacious looks, venereal trains, 

Softn’d with pleafure and voluptuous life ; 

At length to lay my head and hallow’d pledge 
Of all my ftrength in the lafcivious lap 
Of a deceitful Concubine who Ihore me 
Like a tame Weather, all my precious fleece, 
Then turn’d me out ridiculous, defpoil’d, 

Shav’n, and difarm’d among my enemies. 540 

C/ior. Defire of wine and all delicious drinks. 
Which many a famous Warriour overturns. 

Thou couldfl reprefs, nor did the dancing Rubie 
Sparkling, out-pow’rd, the flavor, or the fmell, 

Or tafte that cheers the heart of Gods and men. 
Allure thee from the cool Cryflalline ftream. 

Sam. Where ever fountain orfrefh current flow’d 
Againfl: the L'aflern ray, tranflucent, pure. 

With touch ffitherial of Heav’ns fiery rod 
I drank, from the clear milkie juice allaying 550 
Thirfl, and refrefht; nor envy’d them the grape 
Whofe heads that turbulent liquor fills with fumes. 

C/ior. O madnefs, to think ufe of flrongefl wines 
And flrongeft drinks our chief fupport of health, 
When (^d with thefe forbid’n made choice to rear 
His mighty Champion, ftrong above compare, 
Whofe drink was only from the liquid brook. 

Sam. But what avail’d this temperance, not com- 
Againft another objeft more enticing } [pleat 
What boots it at one gate' to make defence, 560 
And at another to let in the foe 
Effeminatly vanquifh’tby which means, 
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Now blind, difheartn’d, fham’d, diflionour’d,quell’d. 
To what can I be ufeful, wherein fcrve 
■ My Nation, and the work from Heav’n impos’d. 
But to fit idle.on the houftiold hearth, 

A burdenous drone ; to vifitants a gaze, 

Or pitied objedt, thefe redundant locks 
Robuftious to no purpofe cluftring down, 

Vain monument of ftrength ; till length of years 
And fedentary numnefs craze my limbs 571 

To a contemptible old age obfcurc. 

Here rather let me drudge and earn my bread. 
Till vermin or the draff of fervil food 
Confume me, and oft-invocated death 
Haft’n the wclcom end of all my pains. 

Man. Wilt thou then ferve the FhUlJiines with 
that gift 

Which was exprefly giv’n thee to annoy them ? 
Better at home lie bed-rid, not only idle. 
Inglorious, unimploy’d, with age out-worn. 580 

But God who caus’d a fountain at thy prayer 
From the dry ground to fpring, thy thirft to allay 
After the brunt of battel, can as eafie 
Caufe light again within thy eics to fpring, 
Wherewith to ferve him better then thou haft; 
And I perfwade me fo; why elfe this ftrength 
Miraculous yet remaining in thofe locks ? 

His might continues in thee not for naught, 

Nor ftiall his wondrous gifts be fruftrate thus. 589 
Sam. All otherwife to me my thoughts portend. 
That thefe dark orbs no more fhall treat with light. 
Nor th’ other light of life continue long, 

But yield to double darknefs nigh at hand : 
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So much I feel my genial fpirits droop. 

My hopes all flat, nature within me feems 
In all her fundtions weary of herfelf; 

My race of glory run, and race of (hame. 

And I fhall fhortly be with them that reft, [ceed 

Man. Believe not thefe fuggeftions which pro- 
From anguifli of the mind and humours black. 
That mingle with thy fancy. I however 6oi 
Mu ft not omit a Fathers timely care 
To profecute the means of thy deliverance 
By ranfom or how elfe: mean while be calm, 
And healing words from thefe thy friends admit. 

Sam. O that torment ftiould not be confin’d 
To the bodies wounds and fores 
With maladies innumerable 
In heart, head, breft, and reins; 

But muft fecret palTage find 6io 

To th’ inmoft mind. 

There exercife all his fierce accidents. 

And on her pureft fpirits prey. 

As on entrails, joints, and limbs. 

With anfwerable pains, but more intenfe, 

Though void of corporal fenfe. 

My griefs not only pain me 
As a lingring difeafe. 

But finding no redrefs, ferment and rage. 

Nor lefs then wounds immedicable 6zo 

Ranckle, and fefter, and gangrene. 

To black mortification. 

Thoughts my Tormenters arm’d with deadly ftings 
Mangle my apprehenfive tendereft parts, 
Exafperate, exulcerate, and raife 
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Dire inflammation which no cooling herb 
Or medcinal liquor can alTwage, 

Nor breath of Vernal Air from fnowy Alp. 

Sleep hath fordbok and giv’n me o’re 
To deaths benumming Opium as my only cure. 
Thence faintings, fwounings of defpair, 631 

And fenfe of Hcav’ns defertion. 

I was his nurfling once and choice delight. 

His deftin’d from the womb, 

Promifd by Heavenly meflage twice defcending. 
Under his fpecial eie 

Abftemious I grew up and thriv’d amain; 

He led me on to mightieft deeds 

Above the nerve of mortal arm 

Againft the uncircumcis’d, our enemies. 6.^0 

But now hath caft me off as never known, 

And to thofe cruel enemies, 

Whom I by his appointment had provok’t. 

Left me all helplefs with th’ irreparable lofs 
Of light, referv’d alive to be repeated 
The fubjedt of their cruelty, or fcorn. 

Nor am I in the lift of them that hope; 

Hopelefs are all my evils, all remedilcfs; 

This one prayer yet remains, might I be heard. 
No long petition, fpeedy death, 650 

The clofe of all my miferies, and the balm. 

Chor. Many are the fayings of the wife 
In antient and in modern books enroll’d; 

Extolling Patience as the trueft fortitude; 

And to the bearing well of all calamities. 

All chances incident to mans frail life 
Confolatories writ 
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With ftudied argument, and much perfwafion 
Lenient of grief and anxious thought, [fought 
But with th’ afflicted in his pangs their found 660 
Little prevails, or rather feems a tune, 

Harlh, and of diflbnant mood from his complaint, 

Unlefs he feel within 

Some fourfe of confolation from above ; 

Secret rcfrelhings, that repair his ftrength. 

And fainting fpirits uphold. 

God of our Fathers, what is man ! 

That thou towards him w'ith hand fo various. 

Or might I fay contrarious, 669 

Temper!!; thy providence through his fhort courfe. 
Not evenly, as thou nil’ll 

The Angelic orders and inferiour creatures mute. 
Irrational and brute. 

Nor do I name of men the common rout. 

That wandring loofe about 

Grow up and perilh, as the fummer flic. 

Heads without name no more rememberd. 

But fuch as thou haft folemnly eledled. 

With gifts and graces eminently adorn’d 
To fome great w'ork, thy glory, 680 

And peoples fafety, which in part they effedt ; 

Yet toward thefe thus dignifi’d, thou oft 
Amidft their highth of noon, 

Changeft thy countenance, and thy hand with no 
Of higheft favours paft [regard 

From thee on them, or them to thee of fervice. 

Nor only doft degrade them, or remit 
To life obfeur’d, which were a fair difmiftion, 
Bu^throw’ft them lower then thou didft exalt them 
high, 
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Unfeemly falls in human eie. 

Too grievous for the trefpafs or omiffion. 

Oft leav’ft them to the hoftile fword 
Of Heathen and prophane, their carkafles 
To dogs and fowls a prey, or clfe captiv’d ; 

Or to the unjuft tribunals, under change of times, 
And condemnation of the ingrateful multitude. 

If thefe they fcape, perhaps in poverty 

With fickncfs and difeafe thou bow’ft them down. 

Painful difeafes and deform’d, 

In crude old age ; 700 

Though not difordinate, yet cauflefs fiiftring 
The puniftimcnt of diflblute days, in fine. 

Juft or unjuft, alike feem miferable. 

For oft alike, both come to evil end. [pion. 

So deal not with this once thy glorious Cham- 
The Image of thy ftrength, and mighty minifter. 
What do I beg ? how haft thou dealt already ? 
Behold him in this ftate calamitous, and turn 
His labours, for thou canft, to peaceful end. 

But who is this, what thing of Sea or Land ? 
Femal of fex it feems, 711 

That fo bedeckt, ornate, and gay, 

Cpmes this way failing 
Like a ftately Ship 
Of TarfuSy bound for th’ Ifles 
Of yavan or Gadier 

With all her bravery on, and tackle trim. 

Sails fill’d, and ftreamers waving. 

Courted by all the winds that hold them play. 

An Amber fent of odorous perfume 720 

Her harbinger, a damfel train behind ; 
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Some rich Fhilijiian Matron fhe may feem. 

And now at nearer view, no other certain 
Than Dalila thy wife. [near me. 

Sam. My Wife, my Traytrefs, let*her not come 

C/zo.Yet on fhe moves, now ftands&eies thee fixt. 
About t’ have fpoke, but now, with head declin’d 
Like a fair flower furcharg’d with dew, fhe weeps 
And words addrefl: feem into tears diffolv’d. 
Wetting the borders of her filk’n veil: 730 

But now again fhe makes addrefs to fpeak. 

Dai. With doubtful feet and wavering refolution 
I came, ftill dreading thy difpleafure, Samfon, 
Which to have merited, without excufe, 

I cannot but acknowledge ; yet if tears 
May expiate (though the fa6l more evil drew 
In the perverfe event then I forefaw) 

My penance hath not flack’n’d, though my pardon 
No way aflur’d. But conjugal affedtion 
Prevailing over fear, and timerous doubt 74° 
Hath led me on defirous to behold 
Once more thy face, and know of thy eftate. 

If aught in my ability may ferve 
To light’n what thou fuffer’ft, and appeafe 
Thy mind with what amends is in r.iy power. 
Though late, yet in fome part to recompenfe 
My rafh but more unfortunate mifdeed. 

Sam. Out, out Hycena; thefe are thy wonted arts. 
And arts of every woman falfe like thee. 

To break all faith, all vows, deceive, betray, 750 
Then as repentant to fubmit, befeech, 

An^ reconcilement move with feign’d remorfe, 
Confefs, and promife wonders in her change. 
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Not truly penitent, but chief to try 
Her hufband, how far urg’d his patience bears, 
His vertue or weaknefs which way to affail: 
Then with mare cautious and inftrudted ikill 
Again tranfgrefles, and again fubmits; 

That wifeft and beft men full oft beguil’d 
With goodnefs principl’d not to rejedl 760 

The penitent, but ever to forgive. 

Are drawn to wear out miferable days. 

Entangl’d with a poyfnous bofom fnake, 

If not by quick deftrudlion foon cut off 
As I by thee, to Ages an example. 

Da/. Y et hear me Samfon; not that I endeavour 
To leffen or extenuate my offence. 

But that on th’ other fide if it be weigh’d 
By it felf, with aggravations not furcharg’d. 

Or elfe with juft allowance counterpois’d 770 

I may, if poflible, thy pardon find 

The eafier towards me, or thy hatred lefs. 

Firft granting, as I do, it was a weaknefs 
In me, but incident to all our fex, 

Curiofity, inquifitive, importune 

Of fecrets, then with like infirmity 

To publifh them, both common female faults: 

Was it not weaknefs alfo to make known 

For importunity, that is for naught,* 779 

Wherein con lifted all thy ftrength and fafety ? 

To what I did thou fbewdft me firft the way. 

But I to enemies reveal’d, and lliould not. 

Nor Ihouldft thou have trufted that to womans 
E’re I to'thee, thou to thy felf waft cruel, [frailty 
Let weaknefs then with weaknefs come to pari 
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So near related, or the fame of kind, 

Thine forgive mine; that men may cenfure thine 
The gentler, if feverely thou exadt not 
More ftrength from me, then in thy*felf was found. 
And what if Love, which thou interpret’ft hate. 
The jealoufie of Love, powerful of fway 791 

In human hearts, nor lefs in mine towards thee, 
Caus’d what I didI faw thee mutable 
Of fancy, feard left one day thou wouldft leave nie 
As her at T'imna^ fought by all means therefore 
How to endear, and hold thee to me firmeft: 

No better way I faw then by importuning 
To learn thy fecrets, get into my power 
Thy ‘key of ftrength and fafety ; thou wilt fay. 
Why then reveal’dI was affur’d by thofe 800 
Who tempted me, that nothing was defign’d 
Againft thee but fafe cuftody, and hold : 

That made for me, I knew that liberty 
Would draw thee forth to perilous enterprifes. 
While I at home fate full of cares and fears 
Wailing thy abfence in my widow’d bed; 

Here I fhould ftill enjoy thee day and night 
Mine and Loves prifoner, not the Philijiines^ 
Whole to my felf, unhazarded abr 3ad, 

Fearlefs at home of partners in my love. 810 
Thefe reafons in Loves law have paft for good. 
Though fond and reafonlefs to fome perhaps; 
And Love hath oft, well meaning, wrought much 
Yet always pity or pardon hath obtain’d. [wo. 
Be not unlike all others, not auftere 
As thou art ftrong, inflexible as fteel. 

If thou in ftrength all mortals doft exceed, 
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In uncompaflionate anger do not fo., 

Sam. How cunningly the forcerefs difplays 
Her own tranfgreffions, to upbraid me mine ? 820 
That malice npt repentance brought thee hither. 
By this appears: I gave, thou fay’ft, th’ example, 

I led the way; bitter reproach, but true, 

I to my felf was falfe e’re thou to me, 

Such pardon therefore as I give my folly. 

Take to thy wicked deed : which when thou feed: 
Impartial, felf-feverc, inexorable, 

Thou wilt renounce thy feeking, and much rather 
Confefs it feign’d, weaknefs is thy excufe. 

And I believe it, weaknefs to relift 830 

Philijiian gold if weaknefs may excufe. 

What Murtherer, what Traytor, Parricide, 
Inceftuous, Sacrilegious, but may plead it ? 

All wickednefs is weaknefs : that plea therefore 
With God or Man will gain thee no remiflion. 
But Love conftrain’d thee; call it furious rage 
To fatisfie thy lull:: Love fecks to have Love; 
My love howcouldft thou hope, who tookft the way 
To raife in me inexpiable hate. 

Knowing, as needs I muft, by thee betray’d ? 840 

In vain thou ftriv’ft to cover lhame with lhame. 
Or by evalions thy crime uncoverft more. 

Dal. Since thou determinft weaknefs for no plea 
In man or woman, though to thy own condemning. 
Hear what aflaults I had, what fnares belides. 
What lieges girt me round, e’rc 1 confented; 
Which might have aw’d the beft refolv’d of men. 
The conftanteft to have yielded without blame. 

It was not gold, as to my charge thou lay’ft, 

D 
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That wrought with me: thou know’ft the Ma- 
giftrates 850 

And Princes of my countrey came in perfon, 
Sollicited, commanded, -threatn’d, urg’d, 

Adjur’d by all the bonds of civil Duty 
And of Religion, prefs’d how juft it was, 

How honourable, how glorious to entrap 
A common enemy, who had dcftroy’d 
Such numbers of our Nation : and the Prieft 
Was not behind, but ever at my ear. 

Preaching how meritorious with the gods 
It would be to enfnare an irreligious 860 

Diftionourer of Dagon : what had I 
To oppofc againft fuch powerful arguments? 
Only my love of thee held long debate; 

And combated in ftlencc all thefe reafons 
With hard conteft: at length that grounded maxim 
So rife and celebrated in the mouths 
Of wifeft men ; that to the public good 
Private refpedts muft yield; with grave authority 
Took full pofleflion of me and prevail’d; . 869 

Vertiie, as I thought, truth, duty fo enjoyning. 

Sam. I thought where all thy circling wiles would 
In feign’d Religion, fmooth hyp'^crifie. [end; 
But had thy love, ftill odioufly pretended, 

Bin, as it ought, fincere, it would have taught thee 
Far other reafonings, brought forth other deeds. 

I before all the daughters of my Tribe . 

And of my Nation chofc thee from among 
My enemies, lov’d thee, as too well thou knew’ft, 
Too well, unbofom’d all my fecrets to thee, 

"^Not out of levity, but over-powr’d 880 
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By thy requeft, who could deny thee nothing; 
Yet now am judg’d an enemy. Why then 
Didft thou at firft receive me for thy hufband ? 
Then, as {ince,then, thy countries foe profeft: 
Being once a wife, for me thou waft to leave 
Parents and countrey ; nor was I their fubjedl, 
Nor under their protediion but my own, 

Thou mine, not theirs: if aught again’ft my life 
Thy countrey fought of thee, it fought unjuftly, 
Againft the law of nature, law of nations, S90 
No more thy countrcy, but an impious crew 
Of men confpiring to uphold their ftate 
By worfe then hoftile deeds, violating the ends 
For which our countrey is a name fo dear; 

Not therefore to be obey’d. But zeal mov’d thee ; 
To pleafe thy gods thou didft it; gods unable 
To acquit themfelves and profecute their foes 
But by ungodly deeds, the contradiftion 
Of their own deity, Gods cannot be : 899 

Lefs therefore to be pleas’d, obey’d, or fear’d, 
Thefe falfe pretexts and varnifti’d colours failing, 
Bare in thy guilt how foul muft thou appear ? 

Dal. In argument with men a woman ever 
Goes by the worfe, whatever be her caufe. 

Sam. For want of words no doubt, or lack of 
breath, 

Witnefs when I was worried with thy peals. 

Dal. I was a fool, too rafli, and quite miftaken 
In what I thought would have fucceeded beft. 
Let me obtain forgivenefs of thee, Samfon, 

Afford me place to ftiew what recompence 910 
Towards thee I intend for what I have mifdone. 
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Mifguided; only what remains paft cure 
Bear not too fenfibly, nor ftill infift 
To afflidt thy felf in vain : though light be loft. 
Life yet hath many folaces, enjoy’d 
Where other fenfes want not their delights 
At home in leifure and domeftic eafe. 

Exempt from many a care and chance to which 
Eye-light dxpofes daily men abroad. 

I to the Lords will intercede, not doubting 920 
Their favourable ear, that I may fetch thee 
From forth this loathfom prifon-houfe, to abide 
With me, where my redoubl’d love and care 
With nurling diligence, to me glad office, 

May ever tend about thee to old age 

With all things grateful cheat’d, and fo fuppli’d. 

That what by me thou haft loft thou Icaft lhaltmils. 

Sam. No, no, of my condition take no care ; 

It fits not; thou and I long lince are twain ; 

Nor think me fo unwary or accurft 930 

To bring my feet again into the fnare 
Where once I have been caught; I know thy trains 
Though dearly to my coft, thy gin ns, and toyls ; 
Thy fair enchanted cup, and warbling charms 
No more on me have power, thei*’ force is null’d. 
So much of Adders wifdom I have learn’t 
To fence my ear againft thy forceries. 

If in my flower of youth and ftrength, when all men 
Lov’d, honour’d, fear’d me, thou alone could hate me 
Thy Hulband, flight me, fell me, and forgo me; 
How wouldft thou ufe me now, blind, and thereby 
Deceiveable, in moft things as a child 
flelplefs, thence ealily contemn’d, and fcorn’d. 
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And laft negledted ? How wouldft thou infult 
When 1 muft live uxorious to thy will 
In perfet thraldom, how again betray me. 

Bearing my words and doings to the Lords 
To glofs upon, and cenfuring, frown or fmile ? 
This Gaol I count the houfe of Liberty 949 
To thine whofe doors my feet Ihall never enter. 
Dal. Let me approach at leaft, and touch thy hand. 
Sam. Not for thy life, left fierce remembrance 
My fudden rage to tear thee joint by joint, [wake 
At diftance I forgive thee, go with that; 

Bewail thy falfhood, and the pious works 
It hath brought forth to make thee memorable 
Among illuftrious women, faithful wives : 

Cherifh thy haft’n’d widowhood with the gold 
Of Matrimonial treafon ; fo farewel. 

Dal. I fee thou art implacable, more deaf 960 
To prayers, then winds and feas, yetwunds to feas 
Are reconcil’d at length, and Sea to Shore: 

Thy anger, unappcafable, ftill rages. 

Eternal tempeft never to be calm’d. 

Why do I humble thus my felf, and luing 
For peace, reap nothing but rcpulfc and hate.? 

Bid go with evil omen and the brand 
Of infamy upon my name denounc’t } 

To mix with thy concernments I defift 
Henceforth, nor too much difapprove my own. 
Fame if not double-fac’t is double-mouth’d, 971 
And with contrary blaft proclaims moft deeds. 

On both his wings, one black, th’ other white. 
Bears greateft names in his wild aerie flight. 

My name perhaps among the Circumcis’d 
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In Dan^ in Judahy and the bordering Tribes, 

To all pofterity may ftand defam’d, 

With malediction mention’d, and the blot 
Ot falfhood moft unconjugal traduc’t. 

But in my countrey where I moft defire, 980 
In Ecroriy Gazciy Afdody and in Gath 
I ftiall be nam’d among the famoufeft 
Of Women, fung at folemn feftivals. 

Living and dead recorded, who to fave 
Her countrcy from a fierce deftroyer, chofe 
Above the faith of wedlock-bands, my tomb 
With odours vifited and annual flowers. 

Not lefs renown’d then in Mount Ephrainiy 

Jaely who with inhofpitable guile 

Smote Sifera flecping through the Temples nail’d. 

Nor (hall I count it hainous to enjoy 991 

The public marks of honour and reward 

Confcrr’d upon me, for the piety 

Which to my countrcy I wasjudg’d to have ftiewn. 

At this who ever envies or repines 

I leave him to his lot, and like my own. 

Chor. She’s gone, a manifeft Serpent by her fting 
Difeover’d in the end, till now conceal’d. 

Sam. So let her go, God fent her to debafe me. 
And aggravate my folly who committed 1000 
To fuch a viper his moft facred truft 
Of fecrefie, my fafety, and my hfe. 

Chor. Yet beauty, though injurious,hath ftrange 
After offence returning, to regain [power. 

Love once polTeft, nor can be eafily 
B^epuls’t, without much inward paflion felt 
And fecret fting of amorous remorfe. 
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Sam. Love-quarrels oft in plealing concord end. 
Not wedlock-trechery endangering life. 1009 

Chor. It is not vertue, wifdom, valour, wit. 
Strength, comlhiefs of fhape, or ampleft merit 
That womans love can win or long inherit; 

But what it is, hard is to fay, 

Harder to hit, 

(Which way foever men refer it) 

Much like thy riddle, Samjbn, in one day 
Or feven, though one Ihould muling lit; 

If any of thefe or all, the Timniau bride 
Had not fo foon preferr’d 

Thy Paranymph, worthlefs to thee compar’d, 1020 
SuccelTour in thy bed. 

Nor both fo loolly difally’d 

Their nuptials, nor this laft fo trecheroully 

Had Ihorn the fatal harvell of thy head. 

Is it for that fuch outward ornament 
W'as lavilh’t on their Sex, that inward gifts 
Were left for hall unlinilh’t, judgment fcant. 
Capacity not rais’d to apprehend 
Or value what is bell 

In choice, but oftell to alfedt the wrong ? 1030 

Or was too much of felf-love mixt. 

Of conllancy no root inlixt. 

That either they love nothing, or not long f 
What e’re it be, to wifeft men and bell 
Seeming at lirll all heavenly under virgin veil. 
Soft, modell, meek, demure. 

Once join’d, the contrary Ihe proves, a thorn. 
Intellin, far within defenlive arms 
A cleaving mifehief, in his way to vertue 
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Adverfe and turbulent, or by her charms 1040 

Draws him awry enflav’d 

With dotage, and his fenfe deprav’d 

To folly and fhameful deeds which ruin ends. 

What Pilot fo expert but needs muft wreck 

Embarqu’d with fuch a Stears-mate at the Helm ? 

Favour’d of Hcav’n who finds 
One vertuous rarely found, 

That in domeftic good combines: 

Happy that houfe ! his way to peace is fmooth : 
But vertue which breaks through all oppofition. 
And all temptation can remove, 1051 

Moft fliines and moft is acceptable above. 

Therefore Gods univerfal Law 
Gave to the man dcfpotic power 
Over his female in due awe, 

Nor from that right to part an hour. 

Smile fhe or lowre : 

So fhall he lead: confufion draw 
On his whole life, not fway’d 
By female ufurpation, nor difmay’d. 1060 

But had we bed retire, I fee a dorm 
Sam. Fair days have oft contradled wind and rain. 
Chor. But this another kind of temped brings. 
Sam. Be lefs abdrufe, my riddling days are pad. 
Chor. Look now for no inchanting voice, nor fear 
The bait of honied words ; a rougher tongue 
Draws hitherward, I know him by his dride. 

The Giant Harapha of Gath, his look 
Haughty as is his pile high-built and proud. 
Gomes he in peace.? what wind hath blown him hither 
I lefs conjedture then when fird I faw 1071 
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The fumptuous Dalt/a floating this way : 

His habit carries peace, his brow defiance. 

Sam. . Or peace or not, alike to me he comes. 

CAor. His Fraught we foon (hall know, he now 
arrives. 

Har. I come not Samforiy to condole thy chance. 
As thefe perhaps, yet wifli it had not been, 
Though for no friendly intent. I am of Gath^ 
Men call me Haraplia, of flock renown’d 
As Og or Anak and the Emims old 1080 

That Kiriathaim held, thou knowfl me now 
If thou at all art known. Much I have heard 
Of thy prodigious might and feats perform’d 
Incredible to me, in this difplcas’d. 

That I was never prefent on the place 
Of thofe encounters, where we might have tri’d 
Each others force in camp or lifted field : 

And now am come to fee of whom fuch noife 
Hath walk’d about, and each limb to furvey. 

If thy appearance anfwer loud report. 1090 

Sam. The way to know were not to fee but tafte. 

Har. Doft thou already lingle me; I thought 
Gives and the Mill had tam’d thee } O that fortune 
Had brought me to the field where thou art fam’d 
To have wrought fuch wonders with an Afles Jaw; 
I fhould have forc’d thee foon with other arms, 
Or left thy carkafs where the Afs lay thrown : 

So had the glory of Prowefs been recover’d 
To Paiejiinet won by a Vhilijiine 1099 

From the unforelkinn’d race, of whom thou bear’d: 
The.higheft name for valiant "Adis, that honour 
Certain to have won by mortal duel from thee. 
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I lofe, prevented by thy eyes put out. [but do 
Sam. Boaft not of what thou wouldft have done. 
What then thou would’ft, thou feeft it in thy hand. 

Har. To combat with a blind man I difdain. 
And thou hall need much walhing to be toucht. 

Sam. Such ufage as your honourable Lords 
Afford me alTaflinated and betray’d, 

Who durfl not with their whole united powers 
In light withlland me lingle and unarm’d, im 
Nor in the houfe with chamber Ambudies 
Clofe-banded durfl attaque me, no not deeping, 
Till they had hir’d a woman with their gold 
Breaking her Marriage Faith to circumvent me. 
Therefore without feign’d diifts let be alfign’d 
Some narrow place enclos’d, where light may give 
thee. 

Or rather flight, no great advantage on me; 
Then put on all thy gorgeous arms, thy Helmet 
And Brigandine of brafs, thy broad Habergeon, 
Vant-brafs and Greves, and Gauntlet, add thy Spear 
A Weavers beam, and feven-times-folded fhicld, 

1 only with an Oak’n flaff will meet thee. 

And raife fuch out-cries on thy clatter'd Iron, 
Which long fhall not with-hold mee from thy head. 
That in a little time while breath remains thee, 
Thou oft fhalt wifh thy felf at GalA to boafl 
Again in fafety what thou wouldft have done 
To Samforiy but lhalt never fee Gath more. itzg 
Har. Thou durfl not thus difparage glorious arms 
Which greateft Heroes have in battel worn. 

Their ornament and fafety, had not fpells 
And black enchantments, fome Magicians Art 
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Arm’d thee or charm’d thee ftrong, which thou 
from Heaven 

Feigndft at thy birth was giv’n thee in thy hair, 
Where ftrengfli can leaft abide, though all thy hairs 
Were briftles rang’d like thofe that ridge the back 
Of chaf’t wild Boars, or ruffl’d Porcupines. 

Sam. I know no Spells, ufe no forbidden Arts; 
My truft is in the living God who gave me 1140. 
At my Nativity this ftrcngth, diffus’d 
No lefs through all my finews, joints and bones. 
Then thine, while I preferv’d thelp locks unfhorn, 
The pledge of my unviolated vow. 

For proof hereof, if Dagon be thy god. 

Go to his Temple, invocate his aid 
With folcmneft devotion, fpread before him 
How highly it concerns his glory now 
To fruftratc and diffolve thefe Magic fpells. 

Which I to be the power of Ifrael's God 1150 
Avow, and challenge Dagon to the tell. 

Offering to combat thee his Champion bold. 

With th’ utmoft of his Godhead feconded : 

Then thou lhalt fee, or rather to thy forrow 
Soon feel, whole God is llrongell, thine or mine, 
Har. Prefume not on thy God, what e’rc he be. 
Thee he regards not, owns not, hath cut off 
Qinte from his people, and delivered up 
Into thy Enemies hand, permitted them 
To put out both thine eyes, and fetter’d fend thee 
Into the common Prifon, there to grind n6i 
Among the Slaves and Alfes thy comrades. 

As good for nothing elfe, no better fervice* 

With thofe thy boyll’rous locks, no worthy match 
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For valour to aflail, nor by the fword 
Of noble Warriour, fo to ftain his honour, 

But by the Barbers razor beft fubdu’d. 

Sam. All thefe indignities, for fuch they are 
From thine, thefe evils I deferve and more. 
Acknowledge them from God inflidted on me 
Juftly, yet defpair not of his final pardon 117 ‘ 

Whofe ear is ever open; and his eye 
Gracious to re-admit the fuppliant; 

In confidence whereof I once again 
Defie thee to thQ trial of mortal fight. 

By combat to decide whofe god is God, 

Thine or whom I with Ifrael's Sons adore. 

Har. Fair honour that, thou doll thy God, in 
He will accept thee to defend his caufe, [trufting 
A Murtherer, a Revolter, and a Robber. uSo 

Sam. Tongue-doubtie Giant, how doft thou 
prove me thefe } 

Har. Is not thy Nation fubjedt to our Lords 
Their Magiftrates confeft it, when they took thee 
As a League-breaker and deliver’d bound 
Into our hands : for hadft thou not committed 
Notorious murder on thofe thirty men 
At Ajkalon^ who never did thee harm. 

Then like a Robber ftripdft them of their robes ? 
The PhiliJiineSy when thou hadft broke the league. 
Went up with armed powers thee only feeking. 
To others did no violence nor fpoil. 1191 

Sam. Among the Daughters of the Philijiines 
I chofe a Wife, which argu’d me no foe.; 

And in your City held my Nuptial Feaft: 

But your ill-meaning Politician Lords, 
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Under pretence of Bridal friends and guefts, 
Appointed to await me thirty fpies, 

Who threatning cruel death conftrain’d the bride 
To wring from me and tell to them my fecret. 
That folv’d the riddle which I had propos’d , \ 200 
When I perceiv’d all fet on enmity. 

As on my enemies, where ever chanc’d, 

I us’d hoftility, and took their fpoil 
To pay my underminers in their coin. 

My Nation was fubjedled to your Lords, 

It was the force of Conqueft ; force with force 
Is well cjedled when the Conquer’d can. 

But I a private perfon, whom my Countrey 
As a league-breaker gave up bound, prefum’d 
Single Rebellion and did Uoftile Adis. izio 

I was no private but a perfon rais’d 
Withftrcngthfufficient and command from Ileav’n 
To free my Countrey ; if their fervile minds 
Me their Deliverer fent would not receive. 

But to their Mailers gave me up for nought, 

Th’ unworthier they; whence to this day they ferve. 
I was to do my part from Heav’n aflign’d. 

And had perform’d it if my known offence 
Had not difabl’d me, not all your force : 

Thefe Ihifts refuted, anfwer thy appellant 1220 
Though by his blindnefs maim’d for high attempts,, 
Who now defies thee thrice to fingle fight. 

As a petty enterprife of fmall enforce. 

Har. With theea Man condemn’d, a Slaveenrol’d, 
Due by the Law to capital punifliment 
To fight with thee no man of arms will deign. 

Sam. Cam’ll thou for this, vain boaller, to fur- 
vey me. 
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To defcant on my ftrength, and give thy verdit ? 
Come nearer, part not hence fo flight inform’d; 
But take good heed my hand furvey not thee. 

Har. O Baal-zebub ! can my ea^s unus’d 
Hear thefe diflionours, and not render death ? 

Sam. No man with-holds thee, nothing from thy 
Fear I incurable; bring up thy van, [hand 

My heels are fetter’d, but my fift is free. 

Har. This infolence other kind of anfwer fits. 

Sam. Go baffl’d coward, lefl: I run upon thee, 
Though in thefe chains, bulk without fpirit vafl. 
And with one buffet lay thy ftrudlure low, 1239 
Or fwing thee in the Air, then dafh thee down 
To the hazard of thy brains and fhatter’d fides. 

Har. By Aftaroth e’re long thou flialt lament 
Thefe braveries in Irons loaden on thee. 

Chor. His Giantfhip is gone fomewhat creft- 
Stalking with lefs unconfci’nable ftrides, [fall’n, 
And lower looks, but in a fultrie chafe. 

Sam. I dread him not, nor all his Giant-brood, 
Though Fame divulge him Father of five Sons 
All of Gigantic fize, Goliah chief. 

Chor. He will directly to the Lords, I fear. 
And with malitious counfel ftir them up 1251 
Some way or other yet further to afflidt thee. 

Sam. He muft allege fome caufe, and offer’d fight 
Will not dare mention, lefl a queftion rife 
Whether he durfl accept the offer or not. 

And that he durfl not plain enough appear’d. 
Much more afflidlion then already felt 
They cannot well impofe, nor I fuflain ; 

If they intend advantage of my labours 
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The work of many hands, which earns my keeping 
With no fraall profit daily to my owners. 1261 
But come what will, my deadlieft foe will prove 
My fpeedieft .friend, by death to rid me hence. 
The word: that he can give, to me the beft. 

Yet fo it may fall out, becaufe their end 
Is hate, not help to me, it may with mine 
Draw their own ruin who attempt the deed. 

C/ior. Oh how comely it is and how reviving 
To the Spirits of juft men long oppreft! 

When God into the hands of their deliverer 1270 
Puts invincible might 

To quell the mighty of the Earth, th’ oppreffbur. 
The brute and boift’rous force of violent men 
Hardy and induftrious to fupport 
Tyrannic power, but raging to purfue 
The righteous and all fuch as honour Truth; 

He all their Ammunition 

And feats of War defeats 

With plain Heroic magnitude of mind 

And celeftial vigour arm’d, 1280 

Their Armories and Magazins contemns. 

Renders them ufelefs, while 

With winged expedition 

Swift as the lightning glance he executes 

His errand on the wicked, who furpris’d 

Lofe their defence diftra<fted and amaz’d. 

But patience is more oft the exercife 
Of Saints, the trial of their fortitude. 

Making them each his own Deliverer, 

And Viftor over all 1290 

That tyrannie or fortune can inflidt, 
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Either of thefe is in thy lot, 

Samforiy with might endu’d 
Above the Sons of men; but light bereav’d 
May chance to number thee with thofe 
Whom Patience finally mull crown. 

This Idols day hath bin to thee no day of reft, 
Labouring thy mind 
More then the working day thy hands. 

And yet perhaps more trouble is behind. 1300 
For I defcry this way 
Some other tending, in his hand 
A Scepter or quaint ftaff he bears. 

Comes on amain, fpeed in his look. 

By his habit I difcern him now 
A Public Officer, and now at hand. 

His meffage will be ffiort and voluble. 

Off. Ebrewsy the Pris’ner Samfon here I feek. 
Chor. His manacles remark him, there he fits. 
Off. Samfon, to thee our Lords thus bid me fay ; 
This day to Dagon is a folemn Feaft, 1311 

With Sacrifices, Triumph, Pomp, and Games; 
Thy ftrength they know furpaffing human rate. 
And now fome public proof thereof require 
To honour this great Feaft, and great Aflembly; 
Rife therefore with all fpeed and come along. 
Where 1 will fee thee heartn’d and freffi clad 
To appear as fits before th* illuftrious Lords. 

Sam. Thou knowft I am an Ebrew, therefore 
tell them, 

Our Law forbids at their Religious Rites 1320 
My prefence ; for that caufe I cannot come. 

Off This anfwer, be alTur’d, will not content 
them. 
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Sam. Have they not Sword-players, and ev’ry fort 
Of Gymnic Artifts, Wreftlers, Riders, Runners, 
Juglers and Dancers, Antics, Mummers, Mimics, 
, But they muft.pick me out with (hackles tir’d. 
And over-labour’d at their publick Mill, 

To make them fport with blind activity ? 

Do they not feek occafion of new quarrels 
On my refufal to diftrefs me more, 1330 

Or make a game of my calamities ? 

Return the way thou earn’d, I will not come. 

Off. Regard thy felf, this will offend them highly. 
Sam. My felf.? my confcicnce and internal peace. 
Can they think me fo broken, fo debas’d 
With corporal fervitude, that my mind ever 
Will condefeend to fuch abfurd commands.? 
Although their drudge, to be their fool or jefter. 
And in my midft of forrow and heart-grief 
To Ihew them feats, and play before their god. 
The word of all indignities, yet on me 1341 

Joyn’d with extream contempt..? I will not come. 

Off. My meffage was impos’d on me with fpeed. 
Brooks no delay : is this thy refolution .? 

Sam, So take it with what fpeed thy meffage needs. 
Off. I am forry what this doutnefs will produce. 
Sa. Perhaps thou (halt have caufe toforrowindeed. 
Char. Confider, Samfon; matters now are drain’d 
Up to the highth, whether to hold or break; 

He’s, gone, and who knows how he may report 
Thy words by adding fuel to^e flame.? 1351 

Expedt another meflage more imperious, 

' More Lordly thund’ring then thou well wilt bear. 
Sam. Shall I abufe this Confecrated gift 

E 
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Of ftrength, again returning with my hair 
After my great tranfgreffion, fo requite 
Favour renew’d, and add a greater fin 
By proftituting holy things to IdoLs; 

A Nazarite in place abominable 1359* 

Vaunting my ftrength in honour to their Dagonf 
Befides, how vile, contemptible, ridiculous. 

What adt more execrably unclean, prophane? 

Chor. Yet with this ftrength thou ferv’ft the Phi- 
Idolatrous, uncircumcis’d, unclean. \lijitnesy 

Sam. Not in their Idol-worftiip, but by labour 
Honeft and lawful to deferve my food 
Of thofe who have me in their civil power, [file not. 
C/ior. Where the heart joins not, outward ads de- 
Sa/». Where outward force conftrains, the fen- 

tence holds ; 1369 

But who conftrains me to the Temple of Dagon, 
Not dragging ? the Philijlian Lords command. 
Commands are no conftraints. If I obey them, 

I do it freely ; venturing to difpleafe 
God for the fear of Man, and Man prefer. 

Set God behind : which in his jealoufie 
Shall never, unrepented, find forgivenefs. 

Yet that he may difpenfe with me or thee 
Prefent in Temples at Idolatrous Rites 
For fome important caufe, thou needft not doubt» 
Chor. How thou wilt herecome off furmounts my 
Sam. Be of good courage, I begin to feel [reach. 
Some rouzing motions in me which difpofe 
To fomething extraordinary my thoughts. 

I witH'^^His Meffenger will go along. 

Nothing to do, be fure, that may diftionour 
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Our Law, or ftaiij my vow of Nazarite. 

If there be aught of prefage in the mind, 

This day will be remarkable in my life 
By fome great adt, or of my days the laft. ‘ 1389 
C/ior. In tihie thou haft refolv’d,the man returns. 
OJ^. Samfon, this fecond meflagc from our Lords 
To thee I am bid fay. Art thou our Slave, 

Our Captive, at the public Mill our drudge. 

And dar’ft thou at our fending and command 
Difpute thy coming } come without delay ; 

Or we lhall find fuch Engines to aflail 
And hampc;: thee, as thou fhalt come of force. 
Though thou wcrt firmlier faftn’d then a rock. 

Sam. I could be well content to try their Art, 
Which to no few of them would prove pernicious. 
Yet knowing their advantages too many, 1401 
Becaufe they fliall not trail me through their ftreets 
Like a wild Beaft, I am content to go. 

Mafters commands come with a power refiftlefs 
To fuch as owe them abfolute fubjedlion; 

And for a life who will not change his purpofe t 
(So mutable are all the ways of men) 

Yet this be fure, in nothing to comply 
Scandalous or forbidden in our Law. 1409 

Off, I praife thy refolution, doff thefe links: 

By this compliance thou wilt win the Lords 
To favour, and perhaps to fet thee free. 

Sam. Brethren farewel, your company along 
I will not wifti, left it perhaps offend them 
To fee me girt with Friends; and how the fight 
Of me as of a common Enemy, 

So dreaded once, may now exafperate them 
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I know not. Lords are Lordlieft in their wine; 
And the well-feafted Prieft then fooneft fir’d 
With zeal, if aught Religion feem concern’d : 1420 
No lefs the people on their Holy-day^s 
Impetuous, infolent, unquenchable ; 

Happ’n what may, of me expedt to hear 
Nothing diflionourable, impure, unworthy 
Our God, our Law, my Nation, or my felf, 

The lafi: of me or no I cannot warrant. 

C^or. Go, and the Holy One 
Of Ifrael be thy guide 

To what may ferve his glory befi, & fpread his name 
Great among the Heathen round : 1430 

Send thee the Angel of thy Birth, to ftand 
Faft by thy fide, who from thy Fathers field 
Rode up in flames after his melTage told 
Of thy conception, and be now a Ihield 
Of fire; that Spirit that firft ruflit on thee 
In the Camp of Dan 
Be efficacious in thee now at need. 

For never was from Heaven imparted 
Meafure of ftrength fo great to mortal feed. 

As in thy wond’rous adlions hath been feen. 144° 
But wherefore comes old Manoi in fuch haft 
With youthful fteps } much livelier than e’re while 
He feems: fuppofing here to find his Son, 

Or of him bringing to us fome glad news ? 

Man. Peace with you brethren; my inducement 
Was not at prefent here to find my Son, [hither 
By order of the Lords new parted hence 
To come and play before them at their Feaft. * 

I heard all as I came, the City rings 
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And numbers thither flock, I had no will, 1450 
Left I ftiould fee him forc’t to things unfeemly. 
But that which moved my coming now, was chiefly 
To give ye part with me what hope I have 
With good fuccefs to work his liberty. [take 

C&or. That hope would much rejoyce us to par- 
With thee; fay reverend Sire, we thirft to hear. 

Man. I have attempted one by one the Lords 
Either at home, or through the high ftreet pafling, 
With fupplication prone and Fathers tears 1459 
To accept of ranfom for my Son their pris’ner. 
Some much averfe I found and w'ondrous harlh. 


Contemptuous, proud, fct on revenge and fpite; 
That part moft reverenc’d Dagon and his Priefts, 
Others more moderate fceming, but their aim 
Private reward, for which both God and State 
They eaflly would fet to falc, a third 
More generous far and civil, who confefs’d 
They had anough reveng’d, having reduc’t 
Their foe to mifery beneath their fears. 

The reft was magnanimity to remit, 1470 

If fome convenient ranfom were propos’d. 

What noife or ftiout was that.? it tore the Skie. 


Chor. Doubtlefs the people ftiouting to behold 
Their oncegreatdread,captive,& blind before them. 
Or at fome proof of ftrength before them fhown. 

Man. His ranfom, if my whole inheritance 
May compafs it, ftiall willingly be paid 
And numberd down : much rather I ftiall chufe 
To live the pooreft in my Tribe, then richeft. 
And he in that calamitous .prifon left. 1480 

No, I am fixt not to part hence without him. 
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For his redemption all my Patrimony, 

If need be, I am ready to forgo 

And quit: not wanting him, I fhall want nothing. 

Chor. Fathers are wont to lay up for their Sons, 
Thou for thy Son art bent to lay out all; 

Sons wont to nurfe their Parents in old age. 
Thou in old age car’ft how to nurfe thy Son. 
Made older then thy age through eye-light loft. 

Man. It lhall be my delight to tend his eyes. 
And view him fitting in the houfe, enobl’d 1491 
With all thofe high exploits by him atchiev’d. 
And on his Ihoulders waving down thofe locks. 
That of a Nation arm’d the ftrength contain’d: 
And I perfwade me God had not permitted 
His ftrength again to grow up with his hair 
Garrifon’d round about him like a Camp 
Of faithful Souldicry, were not his purpofe 
To ufe him further yet in fome great fervice. 

Not to lit idle with fo great a gift ijoo 

Ufelefs, and thence ridiculous about him. 

And lince his ftrength with eye-light was not loft, 
God will reftore him eye-light to his ftrength. 

Chor. Thy hopes are not ill founded nor feem 
Of his delivery, arid thy joy thereon [vain 

Conceiv’d, agreeable to a Fathers love, 

In both which we, as next participate. [noife 1 
Man. I know your friendly ininds and—O what 
Mercy of Heav’n what hideous noife was that! 
Horribly loud unlike the former Ihout. 1510 

Chor. Noife call you it or univerfal groan 
As if the whole inhabitation perilh’d. 

Blood, death, and deathful deeds are in that noife. 
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Ruin, deftrudion at the utmoft point. 

Man. Of ruin indeed methought I heard the 
Oh it continues, they have (lain my Son. [noife, 
Chor. Thy ^n is rather flaying them, that outcry 
From flaughter of one foe could not afcend. 

Man. Some difmal accident it needs mufl; be; 
What lhall we do, flay here or run and fee.? 1520 
Chor. Belt keep together here, lefl: running thither 
We unawares run into dangers mouth. 

This evil on the Philijlmes is fall’n, 

From whom could elfe a general cry be heard.? 
The fufferers then will fcarce molefl: us here. 
From other hands we need not much to fear. 
What if his eye-fight (for to Ifraels God 
Nothing is hard) by miracle reftor’d. 

He now be dealing dole among his foes, 

And over heaps of flaughter’d walk his way.? 1530 
Man. That were aj oy prefumptuous to be thought. 
Chor. Yet God hath wrought things as incredible 
For his people of old; what hinders now.? 

Man. He can I know, but doubt to think he will; 
Yet Hope would fain fubfefibe, and tempts Belief. 
A little flay will bring fome notice hithei. 

Chor. Of godd or bad fo great, of bad the fooner; 
For evil news rides poll:, while good news baits. 
And to our wifh I fee one hither fpeeding. 

An EhreWy as I guefs, and of our Tribe. 1540 
Mejf. O whither (hall I run, or which way flie 
The fight' of this fo horrid fpedfacle 
Which earfl: my eyes beheld and yet behold’; 

For dire imagination ftill perfues me- 
But providence or inftind of nature feems. 
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Or realon though difturb’d, and fcarfe confulted’ 
To have guided me aright, I know not how, 

To thee firft reverend Manoa^ and to thefe 

*» 

My Countreymen, whom here I knew remaining. 

As at fome diftance from the place of horrour,. 

So in the fad event too much concern’d. 1551 

Man. The accident was loud, & here before thee 

With rueful cry, yet what it was we hear not, 

No Preface needs, thou feeft we long to know. 

Me£'. It would burll forth, but I recover breath 

And fenfe diftradt, to know well what I utter. 

Man. Tell us the fum, the circumftance defer. 

% 

Mejf. Gaza yet Hands, but all her Sons are fall’n. 
All in a moment overwhelm’d and fall’n. 

Man. Sad, but thou knowft to IJ'raeiites notfaddeft 
The defolation of a Hoftile City. 1561 

MeJf. F cedon that firft, there may in grief be furfet. 
Man. Relate by whom. Mejj’. By Samfon. 

Man. That Hill leffens 
I'he forrow, and converts it nigh to joy. 

MeJ]'. Ah Manoa I refrain, too fuddenly 
To utter what will come at laft too foon; 

Left evil tidings with too rude irruption 
Hitting thy aged ear fhould piercj* too deep. 

Man. Sufpenfe in news is torture, fpeakthemout. 

• MeJJ\ Then take theworft in hritiySamfon is dead. 

Man. The worft indeed, O all my hope’s defeated 
To free him hence ! but death who fets all free • 
Hath-paid his ranfom now and full difeharge. 
What windy joy this day had I conceiv’d 
Hopeful of his Delivery, which now proves 
Abortive as the firft-born bloom of fpring 
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Nipt with the lagging rear of winters froft. 

Yet e’re I give the rains to grief, fay firft, 

How dy’d he ? death to life is crown of Ihame. 
All by him fell thou fay’ft, by whom fell he, 
What glorious hapd gave Sat?ifon his deaths wound ? 
Mejf. Unwoundcd of his enemies he fell, [plain. 
Man. Wearied with daughter then or how ? ex- 
Mejf. By his own hands. Man. Self-violence ? 
what caufe 

Brought him fo foon at variance with himfelf 
Among his foes.? Me[f. Inevitable caufe 
At once both to deftroy and be deftroy’d; 

The Edifice where all were met to fee him 
Upon their heads and on his own he pull’d. 

Man. O laftly over-ftrong againft thyfelf! 1590 
A dreadful \/ay thou took’fi: to thy revenge. 

More then anough we know ; but while things yet 
Are in confufion, give us if thou canft, 
Eye-witnefs of what firft or laft was done, 
Relation more particular and diftiniS. 

MeJf. Occafions drew me early to this City, 
And as the gates I enter’d with Sun-rife, 

The morning Trumpets Feftival proclaim’d 
Through each high ftreet: little I had difpatch’t 
When all abi^d'*W.as rumour’d that this day 1600 
Samfon (ho^^^be'^bfought'forth to fhew the people 
Proof of his mighty ftrength in feats and games 
I forrow’d at his captive flate, but minded 
Not to be abfent at that fpedtacle. 

The building was a fpacious Theatre 

Half round on two main Pillars vaulted high. 

With feats where all the Lords and each degree 
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Of fort, might fit in order to behold. 

The other fide was op"n, where the throng 
On banks and fcaffolds under Skie might fiand; 

I among thefe aloof obfcurely flood. 1611 

The Feafl and noon grew high, and Sacrifice 
Had fill’d their hearts with mirth, high chear,& wine. 
When to their fports they turn’d. Immediately 
Was Samjbn as a public fcrvant brought, 

In their flate Livery clad ; before him Pipes 
And Timbrels, on each fide went armed guards, 
Both horfe and foot before him and behind 
Archers, and Slingers, Cataphradts and Spears. 

At fight of him the people with a (hout 1620 
Rifted the Air clamouring their god with praife. 
Who had made their dreadful enemy their thrall. 
He patie'nt but undaunted where they led him. 
Came to the place, and what was fet before him ' 
Which without help of eye, might be aflay’d. 

To heave, pull, draw, or break, he flill perform’d 
All with incredible, flupendious force. 

None daring to appear Antagonifl. 

At length for intermiflion fake they led him 
Between the pillars ; he his guide requefled 1630 
(For fo from fuch as nearer flood we heard) 

As over-tir’d to let him lean a while 

With both his arms on thofe two maflie Pillars 

That to the arched roof gave main fupport. 

He unfufpitious led him; which when Samfon 
Felt in his arms, with head'a while enclin’d. 

And eyes fafl fixd he flood, as one who pray’d. 

Or fome great matter in his mind revolv’d. 

At lafl with head ere<fl thus cryed aloud, 
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Hitherto, Lords, .what your commands impos’d 
I have perform’d, as reafon was, obeying, 1641 
Not without wonder or delight beheld. 

Now of my ctwn accord fuch other tryal 
I mean to fliew you of my llrength, yet greater; 
As with amaze fhall ftrike all who behold. 

This utter’d, ftraining all his nerves he bow’d. 

As with the force of winds and waters pent. 
When Mountains tremble, thofe two mallie Pillars 
With horrible convullion to and fro, 1649 

He tugg’d, he fhook, till down they came and drew 
The whole roof after them, with burft of thunder 
Upon the heads of all who fate beneath. 

Lords, Ladies, Captains, Councellors, or Priefts, 
Their choice nobility and flower, not only 
Of this but each Philijtian City round * 

Met from all parts to folemnizc this Feaft. 

Samjon with thefe immixt, inevitably 
Pulld down the fame deftrudiion on himfelf; 

The vulgar only fcap’d who flood without. 1659 

Chor. O dearly-bought revenge, yet glorious! 
Living or dying thou hall fulfill’d 
The work for which thou wafl; foretold 
To Ifrad, and now ly’ft vidlorious 
Among thy (lain fclf-kill’d 
Not willingly, but tangl’d in the fold. 

Of dire neceflity, whofe law in death conjoin’d 
Thee with thy flaughter’d foes in number more 
Then all thy life had (lain before. 

Semichor. While their hearts were jocund andfub- 
Drunk with Idolatry, drunk with Wine, [lime. 
And fat regorg’d of Bulls and Goats, 1671 
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Chaunting their Idol, and preferring 

Before our living Dread who dwells 

In Si/o his bright Sandtuary : 

Among them he a fpirit of phrenzic fent, 

Who hurt their minds, 

And urg’d them on with mad defire 

To call in haft for their deftroyer; 

They only fet on fport and play 

Unweetingly importun’d i 58 o 

Their own deftrudion to come fpeedyupon them. 

So fond are mortal men 

« 

Fall’n into wrath divine. 

As their own ruin on themfelves to invite, 
Infenfate left, or to fenfe reprobate. 

And with blindnefs internal ftruck. 

Semic/Br. But he though blind of fight, 
Defpis’d and thought extinguilh’t quite. 

With inward eyes illuminated 

His fierie vertue rouz’d 1690 

From under afties into fudden flame, 

And as an ev’ning Dragon came, 

Aflailant on the perched roofts, 

And nefts in order rang’d 

Of tame villatic Fowl; but as an Eagle 

His cloudlefs thunder bolted on their heads. 

So vertue giv’n for loft, 

• Depreft, and overthrown, as feem’d. 

Like that felf-begott’n bird 

In the Arabian woods emboft, >70° 

That no fecond knows nor third. 

And lay e’re while a Holocauft, 

From out her aftiie womb now teem’d 
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Revives, reflouriflies, then vigorous moft 
When moft una6tive deem'd. 

And though her body die, her fame furvives, 

A fecular bird ages of lives. 

Man. Come, come, no time for lamentation now, 
Nor much more caufe, Samfon hath quit himfelf 
Like Samfon^ and heroicly hath finifti’d 1710 

A life Heroic, on his Enemies 
Fully reveng’d, hath left them years of mourning, 
And lamentation to the Sons of Caphtor 
Through all Philijiian bounds. To Ifrael 
Honour hath left, and freedom, let but them 
Find courage to lay hold on this occahon. 

To himfelf and Fathers houfe eternal fame ; 

And which is beft and happieft yet, all this 
With God not parted from him, as was feard, 

But favouring and affifting to the end. 1720 

Nothing is here for tears, nothing to wail 
Or knock the breaft, no weaknefs, no contempt, 
Difpraife, or blame, nothing but well and fair. 
And what may quiet us in a death fo noble. 

Let us go find the .body where it lies 
Sok’t in his enemies blood, and from the ftream 
With lavers pure and cleanfing herbs wafti off 
The clotted gore. I with what fpeed the while 
(Gaza is notin plight to fay us nay) 

Will fend for all my kindred, all my friends 1750 
To fetch him hence and folemnly attend 
With filent obfequie and funeral train 
Home to his Fathers houfe: there will I build him 
A Monument, and plant it round with fliade 
Of Laurel ever green, and branching Palm, 
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With all his Trophies hung, and Afts enroll’d - 
In copious Legend, or fweet Lyric Song. 

Thither ihall all the valiant youth refort, 

And from his memory inflame their breafts 
To .matchlefs valour, and adventures high: 1740 
The Virgins alfo fhall on feaftful days 
Vifit his Tomb with flowers, only bewailing 
His lot unfortunate in nuptial choice. 

From whence captivity and lofs of eyes. 

Chor. All is beft, though we oft doubt, 

What th’ unfearchable difpofe 
Of higheft wifdom brings about. 

And ever beft found in the clofe. 

Oft he feems to hide his face, 

But unexpedledly returns 1750 

And to his faithful Champion hath in place 
Bore witnefs glorioufly ; whence Gaza mourns. 
And all that band them to refift 
His uncontroulable intent. 

His fervants he with new acquift 
Of true experience from this great event 
With peace and confolation hath difmift. 

And calm of mind all paflTion fpent. 


T'he End 
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Prefented at Ludlow-Caftle, 1634, before 
John Earl ^Bridgewater, then 
Prefident of Wales. 



THE PERSONS. 

The attendant Spirit afterwards in the habit of 'Thyrfts. 
Comus with his crew. 

The Lady. 

I. Brother. 

1. Brother. 

Sabrina the Nymph. 


The chief ferjons which prejentedy were 

The Lord Bradyy 

Mr, Thomas Egerton his Brother, 

The Lady Alice Egerton. 
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The firft Scene difcovers a wilde Wood. 



T^he attendant Spirit defcends or enters. 

^^^EFORE the ftarry threfhold of '^oves 

Court [(hapes 

My manfion is, where thofe immortal 
Of bright aereal Spirits live infphear’d 
In Regions milde of calm and fcrene Air, 

Above the fmoak and ftirr of this dim fpot, 
Which men call Earth, and with low-though ted care 
Confin’d, and peftcr’d in this pin-fold here, 

Strive to keep up a frail, and Feavcrilh being 
Unmindful 1 of the crown that vertue gives 
After this mortal change, to her true Servants lo 
Amongft the enthron’d gods on Sainted feats. 

Yet fom there be that by due fteps afpire 
To lay their juft hands on that Golden Key 
That ope’s the Palace of Eternity ; 

To fuch my errand is, and but for fuch, 

I would not foil thefe pure Ambrofial weeds, 
With the rank vapours o^ this Sin-worn mould. 

But to my talk. Neptune befides the fway 
Of every fait Flood, and each ebbing ftream. 
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Took in by lot *twixt high, and neather yovcy 2a 
Imperial rule of all the Sea-girt lies 
That like to rich, and various gemms inlay 
The unadorned boofom of the Deep, 

Which he to grace his tributary gods 
By courfe commits to feveral government. 

And gives them leave to w^ear their Saphire crowns. 
And wield their little tridents, but this lie 
The greateft, and the beft of all the main 
He quarters to his blu-hair’d deities. 

And all this tradt that fronts the falling Sun 30 
A noble Peer of mickle truft, and power 
Has in his charge, with temper’d awe to guide 
An old, and haughty Nation proud in Arms: 
Where his fair off-fpring nurs’t in Princely lore. 
Are coming to attend their Fathers ftate. 

And new-entrufted Scepter, but their way 
Lies through the perplex’t paths of this drear Wood, 
The nodding horror of whofe fhady brows 
Threats the forlorn and wandring PafTmger. 

And here their tender age might fuffer peril, 40 
But that by quick command from Soveran Jove 
I was difpatcht for their defence, and guard; 

And liften why, for I will tell you now 
What never yet was heard in Tale or Song 
From old, or modern Bard in Hall, or Bowr. 

Bacchus that firft from out the purple Grape^ 
Crulh’t the fweet poyfon of mif-ufed Wine 
After the Tufean Mariners transform’d 
Coafting the Tyrrhene Ih'ore, as the winds lifted. 
On Circes Hand fell (who knows not Circe 50 
The daughter of the Sun ? Whofe charmed Cup 
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Whoever tailed, loft his upright ftiape. 

And downward fell into a groveling Swine) 

This Nymph that gaz’d upon his cluftring locks. 
With Ivy berrjes wreath’d, and his blithe youth. 
Had by him, ere he parted thence, a Son 
Much like his Father, but his Mother more. 
Whom therefore Ihe brought up and Comus nam’d. 
Who ripe, and frolick of his full grown age, 
Roaving the Celtick, and Iberian fields, 60 

At laft betakes him to this ominous Wood, 

And in thick fiielter of black ftiades imbowr’d. 
Excells his Mother at her mighty Art, 

Offring to every weary Traveller, 

His orient Liquor in si Cryftal Glafs, 

To quench the drouth of Phcebus^ which as they tafte 
(For moft do tafte through fond intemperate thirft) 
Soon as the Potionworks, their human count’nance, 
Th’ exprefs refemblance of the gods, is chang’d 
Into fom brutifti form of Woolf, or Bear, -jo 
Or Ounce, or Tiger, Hog, or bearded Goat, 

All other parts remaining as they were. 

And they, fo perfed: is their mifery. 

Not once perceive their foul disfigurement, 

But boaft themfelvcs more comely then before. 
And all their friends, and native home forget 
To roule with pleafure in a fenfual Hie. 

Therefore when any favour’d of high Jove, 
Chances to pafs through this adventrous glade, 
Swift as the Sparkle of a glancing Star, 80 

I Ihoot from Heav’n to give him fafe convoy. 

As now I do : But firft I muft put off 
Thefe my fkie robes fpun out of Iris Wooff, 
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And take the Weeds and likenes of a Swain, 
That to the fervice of this houfe belongs. 

Who with his foft Pipe, and fmooth dittied Song, 
Well knows to ftill the wilde winds^h^i^ they roar. 
And hulh the waving Woods, nor of lefs faith. 
And in this office of his Mountain watch, 
Likelieft, and neareft to the prefent ayd 90 

Of this occafion. But I hear the tread 
Of hatefull fteps, I muft be viewlcs now. 

Comus enters with a. Charming Rod in one hand, 
his Glafs in the other, with him a rout of Mon¬ 
gers, headed like fundry forts of wilde Beafs, but 
otherwife like Men and Women, their Apparel 
glifering, they come in making a riotous and unruly 
noife, with Torches in their hands. 

Comus. The Star that bids the Shepherd fold, . 
Now the top of Hcav’n doth hold. 

And the gilded Car of Day, 

His glowing Axle doth allay 
In the fleep Atlaiitick ftream. 

And the flope Sun his upward beam 
Shoots againft the dufky Pole, 

Pacing toward the other gole 100 

Of his Chamber in the Eaft. 

Mean while welcom Joy, and Feaft, 

Midnight fhout and revelry, 

Tipfie dance, and Jollity. 

Braid your Locks with rofie Twine 
Dropping odours, dropping Wine. 

Rigor now is gon to bed. 

And Advice with fcrupulous head. 


* 
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Strict Age, and fowre Severity, 

With their grave Saws in flumber lie. no 

We that are of purer fire 
Imitate the Sfarry Quire, 

Who in their nightly watchfull Sphears, 

Lead in fwift round the Months and Years. 

Th:* Sounds, and Seas with all their finny drove 
Now to the Moon in wavering Morrice move, 
And on the Tawny Sands and Shelves, 

Trip the pert Fairies and the dapper Elves ; 

By dimpled Brook, and Fountain brim. 

The Wood-Nymphs dcckt with Daifiestrim, 120 
Their merry wakes and paftimes keep : 

What hath night to do with flcep.? 

Night hath better fweets to prove, 

Venus now wakes, and wak’ns Love. 

Com let us our rights begin, 

’Tis onely day-light that makes Sin 
Which thefe dun (hades will ne’re report. 

Hail Goddefs of Nodturnal fport 
Dark vail’d CotyttOy t’ whom the fecret flame 129 
Of mid-night Torches burns; myftcrious Dame 
That ne’re art call’d, but when the Dragon woom 
Of Stygian darknefs fpets her thickefl; gloom. 

And makes one blot of all the air. 

Stay thy cloudy Ebon chair, 

Wherin thou rid’fl: w’ith Hecat\ and befriend 
Us thy vow’d Priefts, till utmoft end 
Of,all thy dues be done, and none left out. 

Ere the blabbing Eaftern fcout. 

The nice Morn on th’ Indian fteep 
Frt^ her cabin’d loop-hole peep,- 5^ 


140 
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And to the tell-tale Sun difcry 
Our conceal’d Solemnity. 

Com, knit hands, and beat the ground. 

In a light fantailick round. * 

The Meafure. 

Break off, break off, I feel the different pace. 

Of fom chaft footing near about this ground. 

Run to your fhrouds, within thefe Brakes and Trees, 
Ournumber may affright: Some Virgin fure 
(For fo I can diftinguifh by mine Art) 

Benighted in thefe Woods. Now to my charms. 
And to my wily trains, I (hall e’re long 151 

Be well ftock’t with as fair a herd as graz’d 
About my Mother Circe. Thus I hurl 
Mydazling Spells into the fpungy ayr. 

Of power to cheat the eye with blear illufion, 
And give it falfe prefentments, left the place 
And my quaint habits breed aftoniihment, 

And put the Damfel to fufpicious flight. 

Which muft not be, for that’s againft my courfe; 
I under fair pretence of friendly ends, 160 

And well-plac’t words of glozing courtefie 
Baited with reafons not unplaulible 
Wind me into the eafie-hearted man, 

Apd Fug him into fnares. When once her eye 
Hath met the vertue of this Magick duft 
I ll^all appear fome harmles Villager 
An^ hearken, if I may her bufines hear. 

But here fhe comes, I fairly ftep afide. 

The Lady enters. 

This way the noife was, if mine ear be true. 
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My beft guide now, me thought it was the found 
Of Riot, and ill manag’d Merriment, 171 

Such as the jocund Flute,, or gamefom Pipe 
Stirs up among the loofe unletter’d Hinds, 

When for their teeming Flocks, and granges full 
In wanton dance they praife the bounteous Piz«, 
And thank the gods amifs. I Ihould be loath 
To meet the rudenefs, and fwill’d infolence 
Of fuch late Waflailers; yet O where els 
Shall I inform my unacquainted feet 
In the blind mazes of this tangl’d Wood? 180 
My Brothers when they faw me wearied out 
With this long way, refolving here to lodge 
Under the fpreading favour of thefe Pines, 

Stept as they fe’d to the next Thicket fide 
To bring me Berries, or fuch cooling fruit 
As the kind hofpitable Woods provide. 

They left me then, when the gray-hooded Ecv’n 
Like a fad Votarifi: in Palmers weed 
Rofe from the hindmoft wheels of Phcehus wain. 
But w’^herc they are, and why they came not back. 
Is now the labour of my thoughts, ’tis likclieft 
They had ingag’d their wandring fteps too far. 
And envious darknes, e’re they could return, 

Had ftole them from me; els O thcevifli Night 
Why (houldft thou, but for foih fcllonious end. 

In thy dark Lantern thus clofe up the Stars, 

That nature hung in Heav’n, ^nd fill’d their Lamps 
With everlafting oil, to give due light 
To the miflbc} and lonely Traveller ? 

This is the place, as well as I may guefs, ‘200 
Whence eev’n now the tumult of loud Mirth 
Was rife, and perfet in my lift’ning ear. 
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Yet nought but iingle darknes do I find. 

What might this be ? A thoufand fantafies 
Begin to throng into my memory 
Of calling fliapes, and beckning Ihadows dire. 

And airy tongues, that fyllable mens names 
On Sands, and Shears, and defert WildernelTes. 
Thefe thoughts may ftartle well, but not aftound 
The vertuous mind, that ever walks attended 210 

By a ftrong fiding champion Confcience.- 

O welcom pure-ey’d Faith, white-handed Hope, 
Thou hovering Angel girt with golden wings, 
And thou unblemifli’t form of Chaftity, 

I fee ye vifibly, and now believe 

That he, the Supreme good, t’whom all things ill 

Are but as flavifh officers of vengeance, 

Would fend a gliftring Guardian if need were 
To keep my life and honour unafiail’d. 

Was I deceiv’d, or did a fable cloud 220 

Turn forth her filver lining on the night? 

I did not err, there does a fable cloud 
Turn forth her filver lining on the night, 

And carts a gleam over this tufted Grove. 

I cannot hallow to my Brothers, but 
Such noife as I can make to be heard farthert 
116 venter, for my new enliv’nd fpirits 
Prompt me; and they perhaps are not far off. 

SONG. 

Sweet Echoyjweetejl Nymph that Ikfji unfeen 

Within thy airy Jhell » 230 

By Jlow Meander’s mar gent green, . 

And in the violet imbroider'd vale 
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Where the love-hrn Nightingale 
Nightly to thee her fad Song mourneth well, 

Canjl thou not tell me of a gentle Pair 
fhat likeli thy Narciffus are ? 

O if thou have 

Hid them in fom flowry Cave, 

Tell me but where 

Sweet ^een of Parly, Daughter of the Spliear, 
So maifi thou he tranfated to the fkies, 2+1 

And give refounding grace to all Heav'ns Harmonies, 

Com. Can any mortal mixture of Earths mould 
Breath fuch Divine inchanting ravifhment ? 

Sure fomething holy lodges in that breft, 

And with thcfe raptures moves the vocal air 
To teftifie his hidd’n refidence; 

How fweetly did they float upon the wings 
Of filence, through the empty-vaulted night 
At every fall fmoothing the Raven doune 250 
Of darknes till it finil’d : I have oft heard 
My Mother Circe with the Sirens three, 

Amid ’11 the flowry-kirtl’d Naiades 
Culling their potent hearbs, and balefull drugs. 
Who as they lung, would take the prifon’d foul. 
And lap it in Elyjium, Scylla wept. 

And chid her barking waves into attention, 

And fell Charybdis murmur’d foft applaufe : 

Yet they in pleafing Humber lull’d the fenfe. 

And in fweet madnes rob’d it of it felf, 260 

But fuch a facred, and home-felt delight, 

Such fober certainty of waking blifs 
1 never heard till now. He fpeak to her 
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And fhe (hall be my Queen. Hail forren wonder 
Whom certain thefe rough (hades did never breed 
Unlefs the Goddes that in rural (lirine 
Dweirft here with Pan^ or Sihan^chy bleft Song 
Forbidding every bleak unkindly Fog 
To touch the profperous growth of this tall Wood. 

La. Nay gentle Shepherd ill is loft that praife 
That is addreft to unattending Ears, 271 

Not any boall; of (kill, but extreme (hift 
How to regain my fever’d company 
Compell’d me to awake the courteous Echo 
To give me anfwer from her moffie Couch. 

Co. What chance good Lady hath bereft you thus 
La. Dim darknes, and this leavie Labyrinth. 

Co. Could that divide you from neer-u(hering 

? 

4 

La. They left me weary on a gralTie tcrf. 

Co. By falfliood, or difcourtcfic, or why280 
. La. To feek i’th vally fom cool friendly Spring. 
Co. And left your fair fide all unguarded Lady } 
La. They were but twain, and purpos’d quick 
return. 

Co. Perhaps fore-ftalling night prevented them. 
La. How eafie my misfortune is to hit! 

Co. Imports their lofs, befide the prefent need ? 
La. No lefs then if I (hould my brothers loofe. 
Co. Were theyofmanlyprime, or youthful bloom.? 
La. As fmooth as Hebe's their unrazor’d lips. 
Co. Two fuch I faw, what time the labour’d Oxe 
In his loofe traces from the furrow came, 291 
And the fwink’t hedger at his Supper fate; 

I faw them under a green mantling vine 
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That crawls along the fide of yon fmall hill, 
Plucking ripe clulters from the tender (hoots, 
Their port was more then human, as they ftood; 
I took it for a* faery vifion 
Of fom gay creatures of the element 
That in the colours of the Rainbow live 
. And play i’th plighted clouds. I was aw-ftrook. 
And as I paft, I worfliipt: if thofe ycJu feek ’301 
It were a journey like the path to Heav’n, 

To help you find them. La. Gentle villager 
What readiefi; way would bring me to that place .f* 

Co. Due weft it rifes from this ftirubby point. 

La. To find out that, good Shepherd, I fuppofe. 
In fuch a fcant allowance of Star-light, 

Would ovcrtafk the beft Land-Pilots art, 

Without the fure guefs of well-pradtiz’d feet. 

Co. I know each lane, and every alley green, 
Dingle, or bufhy dell of this wilde Wood, 311 

And every bolky bourn from fide to fide 
My daily walks and ancient neighbourhood. 

And if your ftray attendance be yet lodg’d. 

Or fhroud within thefe limits, I fliall know 
Ere morrow wake, or the low roofted lark 
From her thatch’t pallat rowfe, if otherwife 
I can condudt you Lady to a low 
But loyal cottage, where you may be fafe 
Till further queft’ La. Shepherd I take thy word, 
And truft thy honeft offer’d courtefie, 3a» 

Which oft is fooner found in lowly fheds 
With fmoaky rafters, then in tapftry Halls 
And Courts of Princes, where it firft was nam’d. 
And yet is moft pretended: In a place 
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Lefs warranted then this, or lefs fecure 
I cannot be, that I (hould fear to change it, 

Eie me bleft Providence, and fquare my triall 
To my proportion’d ftrength. Shepherd lead on.— 

“The two Brothers. 

Bid. Bro. Unmuffle ye faint Stars, and thou fair* 
MoOn 

That wontft to love the travellers benizon, 331 
Stoop thy pale vifage through an amber cloud. 
And difinherit ChaoSy that raigns here 
In double night of darknefs, and of (hades; 

Or if your influence be quite damm’d up 
With black ufurping mills, fom gentle taper , 
Though a rulh Candle from the wicker hole 
Of fom clay habitation vilit us 
With thy long levell’d rule of dreaming light. 
And thou (halt be our ftar of Arcady, 340 

Or Ty rian Cynofure. 2. Bro. Or if our eyes 
Be barr’d that happincs, might we but hear 
The folded flocks pen’d in their watled cotes, 

Or found of palloral reed with oaten Hops, 

Or whiftle from the Lodge, or Village Cock 
Count the night watches to his feathery Dames, 
’Twould be fom folace yet fom little chearing 
In this clofe dungeon of innumcrous bowes. 

But O that haples virgin our lolt lifter 349 

Where may (he wander now, whither betake her 
From the chill dew, amongft rude burrs and thiftles^. 
Perhaps fom cold bank is her boulfter now 
Or ’gainft the rugged bark of fom broad Elm 
Leans her unpillow’d head fraught with fad fears. 
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What if in wild aniazement, and affright, 

Or while we fpeak within the direful grafp 
Of Savage hunger, or of Savage heat ? 

Eld. Bro. Peace. Brother, be not over-exquilite 
To caft the fafhion of uncertain evils ; 359 

For grant they be fo, while they reft unknown. 
What need a man foreftall his date of grief. 

And run to meet what he would moft avoid ? 

Or if they be but falfe alarm* of Fear, 

How bitter is fuch felf-delufton ? 

I do not think my lifter fo to feek, 

Or fo unprincipl’d in vertues book. 

And the fweet peace that goodnes boofoms ever. 
As that the Angle want of light and noife 
(Not being in danger, as I truft fhe is not) 369 
Could ftir the conftant mood of her calm thoughts. 
And put them into mif-becoming plight. 

Vertue could fee to do what vertue would 
By her own radiant light, though Sun and Moon 
Were in the flat Sfea funk. And Wifdoms felf 
Oft feeks to fweet retired Solitude, 

Where with her beft nurfe Contemplation 
She plumes her feathers, and lets grow her wings 
That in the various buflle of refort 
Were all to ruffl’d, and fomtimes impair’d. 

He that has light within his own deer breft 380 
May lit i’th center, and enjoy bright day. 

But he that hides a dark foul, and foul thoughts 
Benighted walks under the mid-day Sun ; 
Himfelf is his own dungeon. 

2. Bro. Tis moft true 
That muling meditation moft affedts 
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The penfive fecrecy of defert cell. 

Far from the cheerfull haunt of men, and herds. 
And fits as fafe as in a Senat houfe. 

For who would rob a Hermit of his Weeds, 

^ / 

His few Books, or his Beads, or Maple Difh, 390 
Or do his gray hairs any violence ? 

But beauty like the fair Hefperian Tree 
Laden with blooming gold, had need the guard 
Of dragon watch with uninchanted eye. 

To fave her bloffoms, and defend her fruit 
From the rafli hand of bold Incontinence. 

You may as well fpread out the unfun’d heaps 
Of Mifers treafure by an out-laws den, 

And tell me it is fafe, as bid me hope 
Danger will wink on Opportunity, 400 

And let a fingle helplefs maiden pafs 
Uninjur’d in this wilde furrounding waft. 

Of night, or lonelinefs it recks me not, 

I fear the dred events that dog them both. 

Left fom ill greeting touch attetnpt the perfon 
Of our unowned lifter. 

Eld. B'ro. I do not, Brother, 

Inferr, as if I thought my lifters ftate 
Secure without all doubt, or conti overlie : 

Yet where an equal poife of hope and fear 
Does arbitrate th’event, my nature is 410 

That I encline to hope, rather then fear, 

And gladly banilh fquint fufpicion. 

My lifter is not fo defencelefs left 
As you imagine, ftie has a hidden ftrength 
Which you remember not. 

2. Bro. What hidden ftrength, 
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Unlefs the ftrength of Heav’n, if you mean that ? 

Eld.Bro. I mean that too,but yet a hidden ftrength 
Which if Heav’n gave it, may be term’d her own r 
’Tis chaftity, rpy brother, chaftity : 

She that has that, is clad in compleat fteel, 420 
And like a quiver’d Nymph with Arrows keen 
May trace huge Forrefts, and un harbour’d Heaths, 
Infamous Hills, and fandy perilous wildes. 

Where through the facred rayes of Chaftity, 

No favage fierce, Bandite, or Mountaneer 
Will dare to foyl her Virgin purity. 

Yea there, where very defolation dwels 
By grots, and caverns lhag’d with horrid fhades. 
She may pafs on with unblench’t majefty. 

Be it not don in pride, or in prefumption. 430 
Som fay no evil thing that walks by night 
In fog, or fire, by lake, or moorilh fen, 

Blew meager Hag, or ftubborn unlaid ghoft. 
That breaks his magick chains at curfeu time. 

No Goblin, or fwart Faery of the mine. 

Hath hurtfull power o’re true Virginity. 

Do ye believe me yet, or fhall I call 
Antiquity from the old Schools of Greece 
To teftifie the arms of Chaftity.'* 

Hence had the huntrefs Dian her dred bow 440 
Fair filvcr-fhafted Queen for ever chafte. 
Wherewith (lie tam’d the brindcd lionefs 
And fpotted mountain pard, but fet at nought 
The frivolous bolt of Cupids gods and men 
Fear’d her ftern frown, and (he was queen oth’ 
Woods. 

What was that fnaky-headed Gorgon ftiield 
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That wife Minerva wore, unconquer’d Virgin, 
Wherwith flie freez’d her foes to congeal’d ftone ? 
But rigid looks of Chaft aufterity, 

« 

And noble grace that dafli’t brute violence 450 
With fudden adoration, and blank aw. 

So dear to Heav’n is Saintly chaftity, 

That when a foul is found fincerely fo, 

A thoufand liveried Angels lacky her. 

Driving far off each thing of fin and guilt. 

And in deer dream, and folemn vifion 
Tell her of things that no grofsear can hear. 

Till oft convers with heav’nly habitants 
Begin to cafi: a beam on th’outward lhape. 

The unpolluted temple of the mind, 460 

And turns it by degrees to the fouls elTence, 

Till all be made immortal; but when luft 
By unchafte looks, loofe geftures, and foul talk, 
But moft by leud and lavifh adt of fin. 

Lets in defilement to the inward parts 
The foul grows clotted by contagion, 

Imbodies, and imbrutes, till fhe quite loofe 
The divine property of her firft being. 

Such are thofe thick and gloomy fliadows damp 
Oft feen in Charnel vaults, and Sepulchers 470 
Lingering, and fitting by a new made grave. 

As loath to leave the Body that it lov’d. 

And link’t it felf by carnal fenfuality 
To a degenerate and degraded flate. 

2. Bro. How charming is divine Philofophy! 
Not harfh and crabbed as dull fools fuppofe, 

But mufical as is Apollons Jute, 

And a perpetual feaft of nedtar’d fweets, 
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Where no crude furfet raigns. Eld. Bro. Lift, 
lift, I hear 

Som far of hallow break the filent Air. 480 

2, Bro. Me •thought fo too; what fliould it be.? 
Eld. Bro. For certain 

■ Either fom one like us night-founder’d here, 

Or els fom neighbour Wood-man, or at worft, 
Som roaving Robber calling to his fellows. 

2. Bro. Heav’n keep my lifter, agen, agen, and 
Beft draw, and ftand upon our guard. [neer. 
Eld. Bro. He hallow. 

If he be friendly he comes well, if not. 

Defence is a good caufe, and Heav’n be for us. 


The attendant Spirit habited like a Shepherd. 

That hallow I Ihould know, what are you.? fpeak; 
Com not too neer, you fall on iron ftakes elfe. 490 
Spir. What voice is that, my young Lord.? 
fpeak agen. 

2. Bro. O brother, 'tis my father Shepherd fure. 
Eld. Bro. Thyrjis? Whofe artful ftrains have oft 
' The hudling brook to hear his madrigal, [delaid 
And fweetn’d every mulkrofe of the dale, 

How cam’ft thou here good Swain.? hath any Ram 
Slipt from the fold, or young Kid loft his dam. 

Or ftraggling Weather the pen’t flock forfook.? 

- How couldft thou find this dark fequefter’d nook.? 
Spir. O my lov’d Mafters heir, and his next joy, 
I came not here on fuch a trivial toy 501 

As a ftray’d Ewe, or to purfue the ftealth 
Of pilfering Woolf, not all tl^e fleecy wealth. 
That doth enrich thcfe Downs, is worth a thought 

G 
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To this my errand, and the care it brought. 

But O my Virgin Lady, where is fhe ? 

How chance fhe is not in your company ? 

Eld. Bro. To tell thee fadly Shepherd, without 
Or our negledl, we loft her as we came, [blame,, 
Spir. Ay me unhappy then my fears are true. 
Eld. Bro. What fears good Thyrjis ? Prethee 
briefly fhew. 511 

Spir. He tell ye, ’tis not vain or fabulous, 
(Though fo efteem’d by fhallow ignorance) 

What the fage Poets taught by th’ heav’nly Mufe, 
Storied of old in high immortal vers 
Of dire Chimera s and inchanted lies. 

And rifted Rocks whofe entrance leads to Hell, 
For fuch there be, but unbelief is blind. 

Within the navil of this hideous Wood, 
Immur’d in cyprefs fhades a Sorcerer dwels 520 
Of Bacchusy and of Circe born, great Comus, 

Deep fkill’d in all his mothers witcheries, 

And here to every thirfty wanderer. 

By fly enticement gives his baneful cup. 

With many murmurs mixt, whofe pleafing poifoft 
The vifage quite transforms of him that drinks, 
And the inglorious likenes of a Leaft 
Fixes inftead, unmoulding reafons mintage 
Charader’d ih the face; this have I learn’t 
Tending my'flocks hard by i’th hilly crofts, 530 
That brow this bottom glade, whence night by night 
He and his monftrous rout are heard to howl 
Like ftabl’d wolves, or tigers at their prey. 

Doing abhorred rit^ to Hecate 

In their obfcured haunts of inmoft bowres,. " 
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Yet have they many baits, and. guileful fpells 
To inveigle and invite th’unwary ferife 
Of them that pafs unweeting by the way. 

This evening late by then the chewing flocks 
Had ta’n their fupper on the favoury Herb 540 
Of Knot-grafs dew-befprent, and were in fold, 

I fate me down to watch upon a bank 
With Ivy canopied, and interwove 
With flaunting Hony-fuckle, and began 
Wrapt in a pleafing fit of melancholy 
To meditate upon my rural minftrelfie. 

Till fancy had her fill, but ere a clofe 
The wonted roar was up amidfl: the Woods, 

And fill’d the Air with barbarous difibnance 
At which I ceas’t, and liften’d them a while, 550 
Till an unufual ftop of fudden filence 
Gave refpit to the drowfie frighted fteeds 
That draw the litter of clofe curtain’d fleep; 

At laft a foft and folemn breathing found 
Rofe like a llream of rich diftill’d perfumes. 

And ftole upon the Air, that even Silence 
Was took e’re fhe was ware, and wifht fhe mighi. 
Deny her nature, and be never more 
Still to be fo difplac’t. I was all ear. 

And took in ftrains that might create a foul 560 
U nder the ribs of Death, but O ere long 
Too well I did perceive it w:as the voice 
Of my moft honour’d Lady, your dear lifter. 
Amaz’d I ftood, harrow’d with grief and fear, 
^nd O poor haplefs Nightingale thought I, 

How fweee thou fing’ft, how near the deadly fnare! 
T^hen dowi) the Lawns I ran with headlong haft 
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Through paths, turnings oft"n*trod byday. 
Till guided by mine ear I found the place 
Where that damn’d wifard hid in fly difguife 570 
(For fo by certain fignes I knew) had met ■ 
Already, ere my beft fpeed could prevent. 

The aidlefs innocent Lady his wilh’t prey. 

Who gently aflc’t if he had feen fuch two, 
Suppoling him fom neighbour villager ; 

Longer I durfl: not flay, but foon I guefs’t 
Ye were the two fhe mean’t, with that I fprung 
Into fwift flight, till I had found you here. 

But further know I not. 2. Bro. O night and fhades, 
How are ye joyn’d with Hell in tripple knot 580 
Againft th’unarm’d weaknefs of one Virgin 
Alone, and helplefs ! is this the confidence 
You gave me Brother? Eid. Bro. Yes, and keep 
Lean on it fafely, not a period [it ftill,' 

Shall be unfaid for me : againfl: the threats 
Of malice or of forcery, or that power 
Which erring men call Chance, this I hold firm, 
Vertue may be alTail’d, but never hurt, 

Surpriz’d by unjuft force, but not enthrall’d. 

Yea even that which mifchief meant moft harm. 


Shall in the happy trial prove moft glory. 591 
But evil on it felf ihall back recoyl. 

And mix no more with goodnefs, when at laft 
Gather’d like fcum, and fetFd td it felf 


It ftiall be in eternd Teftlels change 
Self-fed, and felf-cbnfum’d,: if this fail. 


The pillar’d firmament is rdtl^ithefs/ 

And earths bafe built on ftubble. But domi^s on. 

f * » • • ' ' * r / • \ 

Againft th’oppofing will and arm of ijeiav*h t 
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May never this juft fword be lifted up, * 600 

But for that damn’d Magician, let him be girt 
With all the griefly legions that troop 
Under the footy flag of Acheron^ 

Harpyes and Hydra s, or all the monftrous forms 
’Twixt Africa and hide. He find him out, 

And force him to reflore his purchafe back, 

Or drag him by the curls, to a foul death. 

Curs’d as his life. 

Spir, Alas good ventrous youth, 

I love thy courage yet, and bold Emprife, 

But here thy fword can do thee little ftead, 610 
Far other arms, and other weapons mull 
Be thofe that quell the might of hellilh charms. 
He with his bare wand can unthred thy joynts. 
And crumble all thy linews. 

Eld. Bro. Why pi ethee Shepherd 
How durft thou then thy felf approach fo neer 
As to make this Relation ? 

Spir. Care and utmoft Ihifts 
How to fecure the Lady from furprifal. 

Brought to my mind a certain Shepherd Lad 
Of fmall regard to fee to, yet well Ikill’d 
In every vertuous plant and healing herb 620 
That fpreds her verdant leaf to th’morning ray. 

He lov’d me well, and oft would beg me ling. 
Which when I did, he on the tender grafs 
Would lit, and hearken even to extafie. 

And in requital ope his leathern ferip, 
i(hew me limples of a^houfahd names 
Tellilitg thehr ftrange and vigorous faculties j 
Amongft the reft a fmall unfightly root. 
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But of divine effeft, he cull’d me out; 

The leaf was darkilh, and had prickles on it, 636 
But in another Countrey, as he faid, , 

Bore a bright golden flowrc, but not in this foyl: 
Unknown, and like citeem’d, and the dull fwain 
Treads on it daily with his clouted Ihoon, 

And yet more med’cinal is it then that Moly 
That Hermes once to wife Vlyjj'es gave; 

He call’d it Wrmony^ and gave it me. 

And bad me keep it as of fov’ran ule 
’Gainft all inchantrnents, mildew blaft, or damp 
Or gaftly furies apparition ; 640 

I purs’t it up, but little reck’ning made, 

Till now that’this extremity compelFd, 

But now I find it true; For by this means 
I knew the foul inchanter though dilguis’d, 
Enter’d the very lime-twigs of his fpclls, 

And yet came olT: if you have this about yon 
(As I will give you when we go) you may 
Boldly ad'ault the necromancers hall; 

Where if he be,* with dauntlefs hardihood, 619 
And brandilh’t blade ruth on him, break hk glafs, 
And filed the lufhious liquor on the ground, 

But feafe his wand, though he and his curff crew 
Fierce ligne of battail make, and menace high. 

Or like the Sons of Vulcan vomit fmoak. 

Yet will'they foon retire, if he but flirink. 

Eld. Bro. Thyrjis lead on apace. He follow thee. 
And fom good angel bear a fhield before us. 
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^he SciHe changes to a Jldtely Palace, fet out with 
aU mantle^ ^of delicioufnefs: Joft Mujick, Tables 
Jpre^, dainties. Coni|bw appears with his 
rabble, and the Lady fet in an inchanted Chair, to 

Glajs, which jhe p^its by, atid 

) 

« 






hyt Vavc'this wand, 
Alablafter, 
s'* 660 


who^ 
goes 

• Co/^*^yCii4 

“‘•‘•I 

|^,^touc,or 
,|hfit ded 

Ido. liot ^ 

not tou<^£he ffeeaoin of my minde 
Witf^H thy charriTS* although tHi%corporal rinde 
Thou hal^ imihanacrd, while Hdav’n lees good, 
i ?;'CffIi]\Vhy are you vextLady? why do you frown? 
Hefe -dwell no frowns, nor anger, from thcfc gates 
Sorrow flies flir: See here be all the plcafiires 
i’hht fancy can beget on youthfull thoughts, 
Wh> the frclh blood grows lively, and returns 

as the x//>r//buds in Priiyipf^rfeafon. 670 
An^ ylf^cljiold tfiis cordit^ Julep ^idre 
Thart flanieSj and dances in his cryllal bounds 
With fpurits bahn, and'.fragrant Syrops mixt. 
Not that Nepenthes v^ch the wife of Thone, 

In Egypt gave to yo'yt'-^born Helena 
Is of fuch power to ftir up joy as this. 

To life fo friendly, or fo cool to third:. 

Why fhould you be fo cruel to your felf. 

And to thofe dainty limras which nature lent 
For gentle ufage, and foft delicacy 68q 
But you invert the cov‘nants of her trull, 
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And harfhly deal like an ill borrower 
With that whic.h you receiv’d on other term^, 
Scorning the iinex|rnpt condition 


By which all riiSrlal frailty muft.fubfift,'* 


Was this the cdi:^|p 
Thou tol4''ft?^e.^^.!^ 
Thefeioughlji^iJ^eadcd 1 


4 ii pe<^4^ 

(Uniters ?;/M.cf.|cy^! 




ffnef 


Tr 


f ience vviihthy^brcw’cl incii^dhP^ntVf'ool dectytverr 

• * ^ 

Haft thou betrai’d my credulous innocent;?^*,;*. 
With vilo'r’d hilfhood, and bale forgery, 

And vvould’ft thou feck again to trap mejl\pire 
VVhth lickerilh baits ft to enlnare a brute? ‘ * 
Were it a draft for when ihe ban(]uets, 

I would riot ta ftea thy treafonpus ofter ; ntioe 

I-fc i' 1 • ‘ I ■' ' ' * • * • t t M* llllt ^ 

J 3 iit luch as:rfm 

And that which is ii()tfgood,-ts/^OtVi^libions *• ,. 
To a well-goyernjd andvwdfe/a'p.be'itc. , 

Cg. O earfr '. 

To thofe budge D( 5 !&ors of the aS/w’c^ Furr, 

t 1 

And fetch their precepts from ■the Cynkk Tub,. ' 
Pcailing the lean and.fallow' Abftinence, ' 
Wherefore did Nature powre her bounties forth,. 
With fuch a full and unwithdrawing hand ,„4 
Covering the earth with odours, fruits, and flocks. 
Thronging the Seas with fpawn innumerabl&j. 






3 ut aU to pleafe, and fatei the curious tafte ? 

And, fet to work millions of fpinning Worms, 
That; in'their green Ihops weave the fmooth-hair’d 
To deck her Sons, and that no corner might [filk 
Be vacant of her plenty, in her own loyns 
She hutch’t th’all-worlhipt ore, and precious gems 
To ftore her children with; if all the world 
Should in a pet of temperance feed on Pulfe, 720 
Drink the clear llream, and nothing wear but Freize, 
Th’all-giver would be unthank’t, Would be unprais’d, 
Not half his riches known, and yet defpis’d. 

And we Ihould ferve him as a grudging mafter. 
As a penurious niggard of his wealth. 

And live like Natures badards, not her fons. 

Who would be quite furcharg’d wdth her own 
And ftrangl’d with her wade fertility; [weight, 
Th’carth cumber’d, and the wing’d air dark’t with 
plumes. 

The herds would over-multitude their Lords, 730 
The Sea o’refraught would fwel, and th’unfought 
diamonds 


Would fo emblaze the forhead of the Deep, 
And fo beftudd with Stars, that they bcloH' 
Would grow inur’d to light, and com at lad 
To gaze upon the Sun with lhamcles brows. 
Lift Lady be not coy, and be not cofen’d 
\^ith that fame vaunted name Virginity, 

is natures coyn, mud not be hoorded, 

_ihft be currant, and the good thereof 

iPiHbs ih*mutual and partak’n blifs, 

th’injoyment of* it felf 
flip time, like a negletfted rofe 


740 
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It withers on the ftalk with languifh’t head. 
Beauty is natures brag, atid muft be fliown 
In courts, at feafts, and high folemnities 
Where moft may wonder at the workmanfhip; - 
It is for homely features to keep home. 

They had their name thence; coarfe complexions 
And cheeks of forry grain will ferve to ply 
The fampler, and to teize the hufwifes wooll. 750 
What need a vermeil-thjdlur’d lip for that 
Love-darting eyes, or treffes like the Morn ? 
There was another meaning in thefe gifts, 

Think what, and be adviz’d, you are but young yet. 

La. I had not thought to have unlockt my lips 
In this unhallow’d air, but that this Juglcr 
Would think to charm myjndgcment, as mine eyes. 
Obtruding falfe rules pranckt in reafons garb. 

I hate when vice can bolt her arguments, 

And vertue has no tongue to check her pride: 760 
Impoftor do not charge moft innocent nature. 

As if ftie would her children ftiould be riotous 


With her abundance ; ftie good cateres 
Means her provilion only to the good 
That live according to her fober laws. 

And holy dictate of fpare Temperance; 

If every juft man that now pines with want 


Had but a moderate and befeeming ftiare 
Of that which lewdly-pamper’d Luxury 
Now heaps upon fom few with ttaft excefs, 


Natures full bleflings would be well difpencT ^ 
In unfuperfluous eeven proportion, 

And ftie no whit encomber’d with her*ftbfe, 

And then the giver would be better thahfc%,f ; 


I'r * s « I 
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His pmife iuc paidi fbr fwinifh gluttony 
Ne’re looks, to H^av’n artiidft^.his gorgeous feaft, 
But with befotted bafe ingratitude 
Cramms, and blafphemes his feeder. Shall I go on 
Or have I faid anowTo him that dares 779 
Arm his profane tongue with contemptuous words 
Againft the Sun-clad power of Challity ; 

Fain would I fomthing fay, yet to what end.? 
Thou haft nor Ear, nor Soul to apprehend 
The fublimc notion, and high myftery 
That muft be utter’d to unfold the fage 
And ferious dodlrine of Virginity, 

And thou art worthy that thou ftiouldft not know 
More happinefs then this thy prefent lot. 

Enjoy your dear Wit, and gay Rhetorick 789 
That hath fo well been taught her dazling fence. 
Thou art not fit to hear thy fclf convinc’t; 

Yet (hould I try, the uncontrouled worth 
Of this pure caufe would kindle my rap’t fpirits 
To fuch a flame of facred vehemence. 

That dumb things would be mov’d to fympathizc. 
And the brute Earth would lend her nerves, and 
(hake. 

Till all thy magick ftrudtures rear’d fo high. 
Were fhatter’d into heaps o’re thy fallc head. 

Co, She fables not, I feel that I do fear 
Her words fet off by fom fuperior power; 800 

And though not mortal, yet a cold fliuddring dew 
pips me ^11 o’re, as when the wi'ath of Jove 
Speaks thunder, and the chains of Erebus 
T,p feme df Saturns crew. I muft diffemble. 

And try her yet more ftrongly. Com, no more. 
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This is meer moral babble, and dired 

1 ,'K / » 

Againft the canon law8 %f our foundation; 

I muA not fuffer this, yet ’tis but the lees 
And fetlings of a melancholy blood ; , 

, But this will cure all ftreight, one lip of this Sio 
Will bathe the drooping fpirits in delight 
Beyond the blifs of dreams. Be wife, and tafte. 


TAe Brothers riijh in with Swords drawti, wreji his 
Glafs out of his handt and break if againjl the 
ground; his rout make fign of rejifar^e^ but are 
all driven in; The attendant Spirit comes in. 


Spir. What, have you let the falfe Enchanter 
fcape 

O ye miftook, ye (hould have fnatcht his wand 
And bound him faft ; without his rod revcrs’t, 
And backward mutters of dilfcvering power, 

We cannot free the Lady that fits here 
In ftony fetters fixt, and motionlcfs; 

Yet ftay; be not difturb’d, now I bethink me, 
Som other means I have which may be us’d, Szo. 
Which once of Melihoeus old I learnt 


The footheft Shepherd that ere pip’t on plains. 

There is a gentle Nymph not far from hence. 
That with moift curb fways the fmooth Severn 


Sabrina is her name, a Virgin pure, [ftream> 

Whilom fhe was the daughter of 

That had the Scepter from his Father Brute. 


The guiltlefs damfel flying the mad .purfiiit - / . 
Of her enraged ftepdam GuendoJen, ■" 
Commended her fair innocence to the fl6od 



That flay’d her flight with his crofs-flowing cduyfOi^ 
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The water Kymphs that iix tjbe bottom plaid. 
Held up their pearled wdfts and took her in. 
Bearing her ftraight to aged Nereus Hall, 

Who piteous of her woes, rear'd her lank head, 
And gave her to his daughters to imbathe 
In nediar’d lavers ftrew'd with Alphodil, 

And through the porch and inlet of each fenfe 
Dropt in Ambrolial Oils till (he reviv’d. 


Afl<^ilh(Jer'\yent a quick immortal change 840 

fa^of the River: AUl fhe^^retains 
Htr'i^^J’ii^entlenes, a9d*<Sll3lt'lEeVe'? 

along* tlie* twilight meadows; 

0 ^^ all.jurchin blafts, and ill luck fights 
il^the'lhrcwd medling Elfe delights to make, 
iCh flic with pretious viold liquQts heals, 
br.whi’ch the'Shepherds at their felfivals 
rr^ her goodnes lowd in riiftick layes, 
iid tjii3§w fwcet garland wreaths into her ftream 
.^f pancies, yinks, and gaudy Daffadils. 8^o 

And, jjlxhe old Swain faLd,jlht can unlock 
The ctfldping charm, and th^ the nomming fpell, 
If fhf be right invok’t in fwl’blcd Son^' 

For mftid’nhood fhe loves,«and will be f'.yift 
To aid. a Virgin fueh 




In hafld befetting nt 
And adde t 
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The looj'e train of thy amber-dropping hair^ 
Lijlen for dear honours fake^ 

Goddefs of the fiver lakt\ 

Lifen andfave. 

W 

Liften and appear to us 
In name of great Oceanus, 

By the earth-fliaking Neptune's mace. 

And Tethy's grave majeftiQk pace, 

By hoar ys^^fc ^rinckd logjpj'.v 
And'^ 

Bv fMll,• 

And 

And tSc. T¥rands> /. 

By ■ ' » 

And the Songs of Sirens fweet, 

By dead P aj^ the nope's dear, tomb, 

And fair golden",comb, ; 

WhcrcwittiiKlic fiti^o^^dia'mond rocks ^ 
Sleeking 

By all thd^^j^^s ^| | Li^&-htlv dance 
Upon t^--glance. 

And bri 
Till thou 


faffing;- - Q'iaueus fpellij’> 


feclydian.ds,. }> 




Sabrina ri 



m 


Wow and the Ofer danky 
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' ' . 'r 

My Jliding Chariot fiayes\ 

* Thickfet with Agat, and the azurn Jheen 
Of Turkis blew, and EmraiiJd green 
That in the channelJlrayesy 
Whiljl from off the waters feet 
Thus IJet my frintle/sfeet 
O're the Cowfips Velvet heady 
That bends not as I trendy 
Gentle fwain at thy requeji 
[ am here. 


Spir. Goddefs dear 
We implore thy powerful hand 
To undo the charmed band 
Of true V'^irgin here diftreft, 

Through the force, and through the wile 
Of unbleft inchanter vile. 

Sab. Shepherd ’tis my office bell 
To help infnared chaftity ; 

Brightefl Lady look on me, 

'Fhiis I fprinkle on thy breft 
Drops that from my fountain pure, 

I have kept of pretious cure, 

Thrice upon thy fingers tip, 

Thrice upon thy rubied lip, 

Next this marble venom’d leaf 


Smear’d with gumms of glutcnous heat 
I touch with chafte palms moill and cold, 
Now the fpell hath lofi: his hold ; 

And 1 muft hafte ere morning hour 
To wait ia Amphitrite's bowr. 
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Sabrina defcends^ and the Lady rifes out of her feat. 

Spir. Virgin, daughter of Locrine 
Sprung of old Anchifes line. 

May thy brimmed waves for this 
Their full tribute never mifs 
From a thoufand petty rills, 

'rhat tumbled down the fnowy hills ; 

Summer drouth, or linged air 
Never fcorch thy tre/Tes fair, 

Nor wet Octobers torrent flood 

Thy molten cryftal fill with jnudd, 930 

May thy billows rowl aflioar 

The beryl, and the golden ore, 

May thy lofty head be crown’d 
With many a tower and terras round. 

And here and there thy banks upon 
With Groves of myrrhe, and cinnamon. 

Com Lady while Heaven lends us grace, 

Let us fly this curfed place, 

I.efl; the Sorcerer us entice 

With fom other new device. 940 

Not a wafte, or needlels found 
Till we com to holier ground, 

I lhall be your faith full guide 
Through this gloomy covert wide, 

And not many furlongs thence 
Is your Fathers rclidence. 

There this night are met in flate 
Many a friend to gratulate 

II is wilh’t prefence, and befide 
All the Swains that there abide. 


950 
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With Jiggs, and rural dance refort, 

We fhall catch them at their fport, 

And our hidden coming there 
Will double all their mirth and chere; 

Com let us hade, the Stars grow high, 

But night fits monarch yet in the mid Iky. 

Tfie Scene changes, frefenting Ludlow and the 

Frefidents Cajlle, then com in Countrey-Dancers, 
after them the attendant Spirit, ^joith the two Bro¬ 
thers and the Lady. 

SONG. 

Spir, Bach Shepherds, back, anough your play. 

Til! next Sun-Jhine holiday. 

Here be 'wit/mit duck or nod 

Other trippings to be trod 960 

Of lighter toes, and flic h Court guife 

As Mercury did firjl devife 

With the mincing Dryades 

On the .Lawns, and on the Dens. 

This fecond Song prefents them to their Father 

and Mother. 

Noble Lord, and Lady bright, 

I have brought ye new delight. 

Here behold fo goodly grown 
Tdhree fair branches of your own, 

Heav'n hath timely tri d their youth. 

Id heir faith, their fatience, and their truth, 9?o 
Andfent them here through hard a fays 
With a crown of dealhlefs Praife, 

I H 
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'To triumph in viBorious dance 
O’re fenfual Folly, and Intemperatice. 

The dances ended, the Spirit Fpiloguixes. 

Spir. To tJie Ocean now 1 riy, 

And thoi'e happy climes that ly 
Where day never ihuts his eye, 

Op in the broad liclds of the Iky : 

There I fuck the liquid air 
All amidil the Gardens fair 
Of fiefperus, and his daughters three 
'I’hat f nsi: about the tiolden tree ; 

i-> 

Along the crilped Oiades and bowres 
Revels the fpruce and jocond Spring, 

'rhe (Jraces, and the rolie-boofonfd Howres, 
Thither all their bounties bring. 

'I'hcre eternal Summer dwels, 

And Wed winds, with mufkv wiim- 
About the cedar'n alleys iiing 
Nard, and CajJuis balmy fmels. 

Iris there with humid bow'. 

Waters the odorous banks that blow 
Flowers of more mingled hew 
'Fhen her purll’d fcarf can diew, 

And drenches with Elyjian dew 
(Lift mortals if your ears be true) 

Beds of Hyacinth, and Rofes 
Where young Adonis oft repofes. 

Waxing well of his deep w'ound 
In flumber foft; and on the ground 
Sadly (its tlf AJf'yrian Queen ; 

But far above in fpangled fliecn 
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Celeftial Cupid her fam’d Son ji 4 vanc’t 

Holds his dear J^fyche 

After her wangling labours lf^, 

Till free conferit the gods among 
Make her liis eternal Bride, 

And from her fair unfpotted fide 
Two blifsfui twins rfre to be born, 
Youth and Joy; fo "Jove hath fworn. 

But now my'talk is fmootiily don^ * 
I can fiv, or 1 can run 


Qmckly to the green eartlis endj 
Where the bow’d, welkin How doth", b'end. 
And from thencer can dbar as fdon 
To the eorners ol tl^# Moon. 

Mortals that woilid follow me, 

Love vertuc, Ihc alone is free,, 

She can teach ye how to cliiii(; 

Higher then the Spheary chim.e; 

Or if Vertuc feeble were; 

Heav’n it fcif would fioop to’lser. 


10 :o 


4 





l.ycidas-. 


* 

In tfiii 'Mbnad^ tjii; Author bcwjils a learned Iriend, 
unf a d^ eu n'din his fajfngt ji <^in Chefter 

.on thc^ 1 HflT'S'fW// 16^7. hy (ittajun fite~ 

, '^tel/i Jha rviifd^ of (iUr i ot t uptdd Cferg t tin n m theit 

u j m ^ A ^ 


height. 


• * 


JK 



10 once mon‘, () v^lLanicls, md once 

more 
► 

Ye with Iv\ ntvei (ear, 

I uMii U) pluck yoqg'*Berru s hiilh and <iudt, 
And \' ilh lOi c’d mle, 

MiatUr your le.ivpb^^kuc; the nlclkmin'^ 

BitUi conlliaint, .ind’fad'Qccation dear, 
Coinpelk'ijic to djilyph YOur ft'al'on due • 

For Lycidas is dead*, d<*ad ere his prime,. 

Young Tjy. ida^^ and hath not left Ins peer 
Who would not fing for Lycidas ^ he knew 
Hinifelf to ling, and build the lofty rhyme. 

He muft not flote upon his \/atry hcai 
Unwept, and welter to the parching wind. 
Without the meed of fom melodious tear. 

Begin then, Sifters of the facred well, ^ 

'rhat from beneath the feat of Jove doth fpring, 
Begin, and fomcw'hat loudly fwcep the ftring. 


10 
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Hence with denial vain, and coy cxcufe, 

So may fome gentle Mufe 

With lucky words favour my dellin’d Urn, zo 
AnJ as he pail'cs turn. 

And bid fair peace be to my fable Ihrovvd. 

For we were nurft upon the felf-lame hill, 

Fed the fame dock; by fountain, ihade, and rill. 

Together both, ere the high Lawns appear’d 
Under the opening eye-lids of the morn, 

We drove a field, and both together heard 
What time the Gray-Hy winds her fultry horn, 
Batt’ning our docks with the froth dews of night, 
Oft till the Star that ivl'e, at Ev’ning, bright, 30 
Toward ilcav’tis defeent had 
wheel. 

Mean while the Rural ditties were not mute, 
Temper’d to th’Oaten Flute; 

Rough Satyrs danc’d, and Fauns with clov’n heel. 
From the glad found would not be ahfent long. 
And old Damcetas lov’d to hear our fong. 

But O the heavy change, now ihou art gon, 
Now thou art i»on, and never mud return ! 

Thee Shepherd, thee the Woods, and defert Caves, 
With wilde Thyme and thegaddingVh'neo’regrow n, 
And all their echoes mourn, 4‘ 

The Willows, and the Hazle Copfes green, 

Shall now no more be feen. 

Fanning their joyous Leaves to thy foft layes. 

As killing as the Canker to the Rose, 

Or Taint-worm to the weanling Herds that graze, 
Or Froft to Flowers, that their gay wardrop wear, 
Whed fird: the White Thorn blows; 


dop’d his wedering 
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Such, LycidaSy thy lofs to Shepherds ear. [deep 
Where were ye Nymphs when the remorfeleis 
Clos’d o’re the head of your lov’d Lycidas'^ 51 
For neither were ye playing on the fteep, 

Where your old Bards, the famous Druids, ly. 
Nor on the lliaggy top of Mona high, 

Nor yet where Di'ca fpreads her wilard ftream : 
Ay me, i fondly dream ! 

Had ve bin there- -for what could that liave don 


What could tlie Mufc her fclf that Orpheus bore, 
The Mule her leif for her inchanting Ion 
Whom Univerfal nature did lament, 60 

When by the rout that made the hideous roar, 
His goarv vilat^e down the llream was font, 

Down the fwilt llehru\ to the hejhian Ihorc. 
Alals 1 What Innits it with uncelfant care 


'Fo end the honielv 11 lighted Shepherds tr.ide. 

And llritlly nteditatc the titanklefs Mule, 

Were it not better don as others ufe. 

To fport with AffKif'yllis in the ih.ade, 

(-)r with the tantdes of yV<vmd.r hair.^ 

O 

Fa?nc is the fpur that the clear fpirit doth raife 70 
(That Iv'dl infirmity of Noble mind) 

To fcorn delights, and live laborious dayes; 

But the fair Guerdon when we hope to find, 

And think to burll out into fudden blaze, 

Comes the blind Fury with th’abhorred fhears, 
And flits the thin fpun life. But not the praife, 
Pbd’hus repli’d, and touch’d my trembling ears; 
Fame is no plant that grows on mortal foil. 

Nor in the glifiering foil 

Set off to th’world, nor in broad rumour lies, 80 
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But lives and fpreds aloft by thofc pure eyes. 

And pcrfet witnes of all-judging Jovl' ; 

As he pronounces laltly on each deed, 

Of fo much fame in Ileav’n cxpedt thy meed. 

O Fountain /Irtthije, and thou honour’d floud, 
Smooth-Hiding crown'd with viH:al reeds, 

That drain [ heard was of a higher mood ! 

But now my Oat proceeds. 

And lillcns to the Herald of the Sea 


That came in Neptune's pica, 90 

lie alk’d the Waves, and afk’d the b'cllon Winds, 
What hard mitliap liath doom’d this gentle twain ? 
And (jncilii'n’d every g\ift of rugged wings 
That bli'AVs from each beaked i^romontory ; 
They kni-w rnit of his dory. 

And fage Ifippotudes their anfwer brings, 

^'hat not a blalf was from his d\ingeon llray’d, 
|he Air was calm, and on the level brine, 
leck Panope with all her fiders play’d. 

It was that fatal and perfidious Bark 100 

Built in vh’eclipfe, and rigg’d with curies dark. 
That funk fo low that faered licad of tiiine. 


Next Cumns, reverend Sire, went fo(;ting flow, 
His Mantle hairy, and his Bonnet ledge, 
Inwrought with figures dim, and on the edge 
Like to that fanguine dower inferib’d with woe. 
Ah ; Who hath reft (quoth he) my deareft pledge ? 
Lad: came, and laft did go, 

The Pilot of the Galilean lake, 

Two mady Keyes he bore of metals twain, 110 
(The Golden opes, the Iron ihuts amain) ’ 

He diook his Miter’d locks, and Hern befpake, 



104 


LTCIDAS. 


How well could I have fpar’d for thee, young fwain, 
A now of fuch as for their bellies fake, 

Creep and intrude, and climb into the fold ? 

Of other care they little rcck’ning make, 

Then how to fcramble at the Ihearers lead;, 

And diove away the worthy bidden giiefc ; 

Blind mouthes ! that fcarce themfelvcs know how 
to hold 

A Sheep-hook, or have Icarn’d ought eis the leaft 
'I'hat to the faithtull Herdmans art belongs ! izi 
What recks it them r What need they ? 'I’hcy arc 

And when they lid, their lean and dalhy longs 
Grate on their fcranncl Pipes of wretched draw, 
"I’he hungry Sheep look up, and are not fed. 

But fwoln with wind, and the rank mid they draw, 
Rot inwardly, and foul contagion I’pre.id : 

Bolides what the grim Woolf with privy paw 
Daily devours apace, and nothing fed. 

But that two-handed engine at the d(Kir, 130 

Stands ready to Imite once, and fmite ni^ more. 

Return Alplieus, the'dread voice is pad, 

That Ihrunk thy dreams; Return Sidluin Mule, 
And call the Vales, and bid them hither call 
Their Bells, and Flourets of a thoiiland hues. 

Ye valleys low where the milde whifpers life, 

Of lhades and w'anton winds, and gulhing brooks. 
On whofc frelh lap the fwart Star fparely looks. 
Throw hither all your quaint cnamcld eyes, 139 
That on the green terf fuck the honied Ihowres, 
And purple all the ground with vernahflowres. 
Bring the rathe Primrofe that forfaken dies. 
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The tufted Crow-toe, and pale Geflamine, 

The white Pink, and the Panlic freakt with jeat, 
The glowing Violet. 

The Mulk-rofe, and the well attir’d Woodbine, 


With Cowllips wan that hang the penlive head, 
And every tiovvcr that lad cnibroideiy wears : 

Bid Amurantus all his beauty Ihed, 

And Daffadillics fill their cups with tears, 150 
To llrevv the liaurcat Herfe where Lycid lies. 

P'or fo to interpofe a little eal'e, 

Let our frail thoughts dally with falle itirmifc. 

Av me. ! Whilll thee the Ihorcs, and loundine' ficas 
Walli lar aw’ay, where ere thy bones arc hurl’d. 
Whether beyond the ftonny He/irides 
Where thou perhaps under the wliehning tide 
Vilit’d the bottom of the monllrous world ; 


Or whether thou to our moil! vows deny’d. 
Sleep’ll by the fable of Bt llcrus old, 1(10 

Where the great vilion of the guarded Mount 
Looks toward Niinuutajs and }iayo)iii s hold ; 

Look homeward Ani>el now, and melt with ruth. 

O 

And, O ye Dolphins^ wall the haples youth. 

Weep no more, woful Shepherds weer no more. 
For Lycidas your forrow is not dead. 

Sunk though he be beneath the vvatry Hoar, 

So links the day-liar in the Ocean bed, 

And yet anon repairs his drooping head, 

And tricks his beams, and with new fpangled Ore, 
Flames in the forehead of the morning Iky: 171 
So Lycidas funk low, but mounted high, [waves 
Through* the dear might of him that walk’d the 
Where other groves, and other ftreams along. 
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With NeSiar pure his oozy Lock’s he laves, 

And hears the unexpreffive nuptial Song, 

In the bleft Kingdoms meek of joy and love. 
There entertain him all the Saints above, 

In folemn troops, and fwcet Societies 

That fing, and iinging in their glory move, i8o 

And wipe the tears lor ever from his eyes. 

Now LyciJds the Siicpbcrds weep more; 
llencelbrih thou art the Genius ot the ihore. 

In thy large rccvunpcuire, and (halt be good 
'I'o all that wander in that perilous Hood, [rills. 
Thus fanu: the uncouth Swain to th’Okcs and 

C* 

While the (till morn went out with Sandals gray, 
He touch’d tlie tender ilops of various (^lills, 
With cay-cr thou'fht war hi in •» his 7 Lr/( k lav : 

And now the Sun Itad llrcich’d our all the hills, 
And now was dropt into the Weilcrn Bay; 191 
At laft he role, and rwitchi’d his Alantle blew : 

To morrow to fre(h Woods, and Pailures new. 
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viiin licliuling Joycs, 

4 j^htr brood ot folly without father bred, 

little you belled, 

Or till the iixed mind with all your toyes; 

Dwell in fomc idle brain, 

And fancies fond with gaudy lhapes polfeis, 

As thick and niunbcrltifs 

As the gay motes ihat people the Sun Beams, 

Or likell hovering dreams 

The fickle Peniioners of Morpheus train, lo 

But hail thou (ioddefs, fage and holy, 

Hail divinqll Melnncbbiy, 

Whofe Sslfttly vifage is too bright 

To hit th^i'^eiife of human light; 

And thcrcflfre to our weaker view, '. 

Ore laid with: bjack iftald WifdomSr hue.; , 

Black, hut fucii as in eftcem, 

« 

Prince MemnonsSi^cr might befeeiii, 

O ■ * 

Or that llarr’d •Ethmps Queen thatyl|):ove 

To fet her beauties praife above.^ d 

The Sea Nymphs, and their powers offended. 

Yet thou art higher far defeended. 

Thee bright-hair’d Vefia long of yore. 

To folitary Saturn bore; 
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His daughter fhe (in Sat urns raign, 
Such mixture was not held a ftain) 
Oft in glimmering Bowres, and glades 
He iriet her, .and. in fliadcs 

Of Woody y&’i' ii^dftgrovc, ■ • •* 
While vet there was no fear of "'fove.' 

' J ^ 

Compenliv^T'Nun, devout and-pure,, . 
Sober, and demute,'; ' ' •• 

All in a rO^e'of darkelt ^raih^ ' 
Pdowing^ith majcilick-tra-in,i, 

And laaie/ltplc o) C ipres La\yni;> ., 
Over 
Com 

With epv’n-'ftepj. 

And looks^ coirtniel 
Thy rapt foul littip 
T her e. he Id i n‘ ho 1 v 
Forget thy fell to I 
With a fad Leaden 
I’hoii 'hx theriLpn 
And joyn 

SpareiMg,^Kf 

And; li( 

Ay rou'K 

And'k^^P^^l 


But 


Him th#prf^ts dn‘go wing, 
Guiding the ficry-whecled throne, 
•■The Cherub Contemplation, 

And the mute Silence hift alorvg, 
T<efs Philomel will deign a Song, 




IL PENSEROSO. 

In her iweeteft, faddeft plight, ’ ? 
Smoothing the rugged brow of night, 
While Cynthia checks her Dragon yoke, 
Gently o’re th’accuftom’d Oke ; 

Sweet Bird that fhunn’fl: the noifc of folly, 
Moll mufical, moll Melancholy! 

Thee Chauntrcfs oft the Woods‘among, 

I woo to hear thy Rven-Song; 

And milling thee, I walk unfeen 
On the dry fmooth-lhavcn Green, 

To behold the wandring Moon, 

Riding neer her highell noon, 

Like one that had bin led allray 
Through the Ileav’ns wide pathlcs way ; 
And oft, as if her head llie bow’d. 

Stooping through a fleecy cloud. 

Oft on a Plat of riling ground, 

I hear the fltr-ofif Ciirfeu found. 

Over fomc wide-water’d llioar, 

Swinging flow with fullen roar; 

Or if the Ayr will not permit, 

Som Hill removed place will lit. 

Where glowing Embers through the room 
Teach light to counterfeit a gloom, 

Far from all refort of mirth, 

Save the Cricket on the hearth, 

Or the Bclmans drowlie charm, 

To blefs the dorcs from nightly harm: 

Or let my Lamp at midnight hour, 

Be feen in fomc high lonely Towr, 

Where I "may oft out-watch the Bear^ 

With thrice great Hermes, or unfphear 
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Th^ fpirit of Plato to unfcjld 
What Worlds, or what vaft Regions hold 
The immortal mind that hath forlbok 
Her manlion in this fleflily nook: 

And of thofe Damons that arc found 
In fire, air, flood, or under ground, 

Whofe power hath a true confent 
With Planet, or with Element. 

Som time let Gorgeous Tragedy 
In Sceptcr’d Pall com fweeping by, 
Prefenting ’Thehsy or Peiops line, 

Or the tale of Troy divine. 

Or what (though rare) of later age, 
Ennobled hath the Bulkind ftage. 

But, O fad Virgin, that thy power 
Might raife Mnjaus from his bower, 

Or bid the foul of Orpheus fing 
Such notes as warbled to the firing. 

Drew Iron tears down Pluto's cheek, 

And made Hell grant what Love did feck. 
Or call up him that left Jialf told 
The llory of Camhufean bold. 

Of Cambally and of Algarjife, 

And who had Canace to wife. 

That own’d the vertuous Ring and Glafs, 
And of the wondrous Hors of Brafs, 

On which the Tartar King did ride; 

And if ought els, great Bards befide. 

In fage and folemn tunes have fung, 
OfTurncys and of Trophies hung ; 

Of Forefts, and inchantments drear. 
Where more is meant then meets the ear, 
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'A 


Thus night oft lee me in‘thy p?ile career. 


Till civil-fuited Morn appeer, • 

Not trickt and frounc’t as Ihe was wont, 
'With the Attick Boy to hunt, 

But Cherchef’t in a comely Cloud, 

While rocking Winds arc Piping loud, 

Or uftier’d with a rtiowcr ftill. 

When the guft hath blown his fill, 

' Ending on the ruflling Leaves, 

With minute drops from off the Eaves. 
And when the Sun begins to fling 
His flaring beams, me Goddefs bring 
To arched walks of twilight groves. 

And lhadows brown that Sylvan loves 
Of Pine, or monumental Oake, 

Where the rude Ax with heaved ftroke, 
Was never heard the Nymphs to daunt, 
Or fright them from their hallow’d haunt. 
There in clofe covert by fomc Brook, 
Where no prophancr eye may look. 

Hide me from Day’s garilh eie. 

While the Bee with Honied thic, 

That at her flowry work doth fing, 

A.nd the Waters murmuring 
With fuch confort as they keep. 

Entice the dewy-feather’d Sleep; 

And let fom ftrange myfterious dream. 
Wave at his Wings in Airy ftream, 

Of lively portrature difplay’d, 

. Softly on my eye-lids laid. 

And as I wake, fweet.mufick breath 

•• • k 

Above, about, or underneath, 
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Sent by fom fpirft to iho;]rt^' ' 

Or th’unfeen Geniu^ of tbb Woodi 
But let my due feet never fail, 

To walk the ftudious Cloyfters pale. 

And love the high embowed Roof, 

With antick Pillars mafly proof, 

And ftoried Windows richly dight, 

Calling a dimm religious light. 

There let the pealing Organ blow. 

To the full voic’d Quire below. 

In Service high, and Anthems deer. 

As may with fweetnefs, through mine ear, 
Diflblvc me into extafies, ‘ 


And bring all Heav’n before mine eyes. 

V 

And may at laft my weary age 
Find out the peacefull hermitage. 

The Hairy Gown and Mofly Cell, 
Where I may fit and rightly fpell 
Of every Star that Heav’n doth (hew, 
And every Herb that lips the dew; 

Till old experience do attain 
To fomething like Prophetic llrain. 
Thcfe pleafurcs Melancholy give. 

And I with thee will choofc to live. 


i6o 
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ENCE l6athed M€|l|pcfibly 

Ot CerheruSy aad Jblackefl riiidnight 
In Stygian Cave forlorn. [born, 

’Mongft horrid ftjapes, and Hirieks, and fights 
Find out fonie unqputh cell, . [unholy, 

Where brooding darknefs fpreads his jealous 
And the night-Raven lings ; [wings, 

There uiyer lliades,and low-brow’d Rocks, 
As raggllir as thy L^ks, 

In dark Cimmerian defers ever dwell. ' so 

But com thml/Goddefs fair.and free,.^i- 


Buthrofn 







The frolick Wind that breathes the Spring 
Zephir with Aurora jilaying, 

A^ he met her once a Maying, 

There on Beds of Violets blew. 

And frelh-blown Rofes walht in dew. 
Fill’d her with thee a daughter f^ir, 

So buckfom, blith, and debonair. 
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Hafte thee nymph, and bring with thee 
Jeft and youthful Jollity, 

Quips and Cranks, and wanton Wiles, 
Nods^and Bjecks, alnd;Wrcathed Smiles. 
Suchl^*as hang»on, ; ‘ 

And love? to' live, in dimple* u^k ; 

Sport that wrihcled Care derides, ‘', 
And Laughter holing bpth his ficUis 
Com, and trip.it^ffi|j| fci go 
On the,light fantSri0 toe, 

And in thy right-hand lead with thee, 
The A^untain Nymph, iweet- Liberty; 
And ijf^-giye thee honpur due, , 
Mirth, admit me of tfiy crue , * ,, 

To hv^ with her, andjjve witli^thee, 

In‘Uor^roved pleafures free; A 

To lij^^ ^lie - Lark beftin his flight,. 

the Ikies, • ‘ 
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Scatters the rear of darKnes 
And to the ftack, or the Parg dore. 
Stoutly ftruts his Dames before. 

Oft lift’ning how the Hounds and Horn 
Chearly roufe the flumbring morn, 
From the fide of fom Hoar Hill, 
Through the high wood echoing fiirill. 
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4m time'ii^:not uaf^e^ ■ / 

py Hedge-row Elms, on Hillocks green,^ 
pight againft the Eaftern gate, 

Inhere the great Sun begins his ftate, 
Roab’d in flames, and Amber light, 

The clouds in thoufand Liveries flight, 
While the Plowman neer at hand, 
Whiftles ore the Furrow’d Land, 

And the Milkmaid fingeth blithe, 

And the Mower whets his lithe. 

And every Shepherd tells his tale 
Under the Hawthorn in the dale. 

Streit mine eye hath caught new pleafures 
Whilft the Lantlkip round it meafures, 
Ruflfet Lawns, and P^allows Gray, 

Where the nibling flocks do ftray. 
Mountains on whofe barren brelt 
The labouring clouds do often reft ; 
Meadows trim with Dailies pide, 

Shallow Brooks, and Rivers wide, 

Towers, and Battlements it fees 
Boofom’d high in tufted Trees, 


Wher perhaps fom beauty lies, 

The Cynofure of neighbouring eyes. 
Hard by, a Cottage chimney fmokes. 
From betwixt two aged Okes, 

, Where Corydon and 'Thyrjis met, 
at their favory dinner fet 
jOf Hearbs, and other Country Mefles, 
Which the neat-handed Phillis drelTes; - 
And then in haftc her Bowre (he leaves, 
'^iihJtheJiyUs to bind the Sheaves ; 
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Or if the earlier feafon lead 
To the tarTn’d Haycock in the Mead, 

Some times with fecure delight 
The up-land Hamlets will invite. 

When the merry Bells ring round. 

And the jocond rebecks found 
To many a youth, and many a maid, 
Dancing in the Chequer’d (hade ; 

And young and old com forth to play 
On a Sunfhine Holyday, 

Till the live-long day-light fail, 

Then to the Spicy Nut-brown Ale, 

With (lories told of many a feat. 

How Faery Mab the junkets eal. 

She was pincht, and pull’d Ihc fed, 

And by the Friars Lanthorn led 
Tells how the drudging Goblin fwet. 

To ern his Cream-bowle duly fet, 

When in one night, ere glimps of morn, 
His fhadowy Flale hath threfh’d the Corn, 
That ten day-labourers could not end, 

Then lies him down thfc Lubbar Fend. 

And ftrctch’d out all the Chimney’s length, 
Balks at the fire his hairy ftrength ; 

And Crop-full out of dores he flings. 

Ere the firfl: Cock his Mattin rings. 

Thus done the Talcs, to bed they creep, 

By whifpering Winds foon lull’d afleep. 
Towred Cities pleafe us then. 

And the bufie humm of men. 

Where throngs of Knights and Barons bold, 
In weeds of Peace high triumphs hold. 



UALLEGRO. 

With ftore of Ladies, whofe bright eies 
Rain influence, and judge the prife. 

Of Wit, or Arms, while both contend 
To win her Grace, whom all commend. 
There let Hymen oft appear 
In Saffron robe, with Taper clear, 

And pomp, and feaft, and revelry. 

With malk, and antique Pageantry, 

Such lights as youthful Poets drearrr 
On Summer eeves by haunted ftream. 
Then to the well-trod ftage anon, 

If 'Jonfons learned Sock be on. 

Or fweeteft Shakefpear fancies childe. 
Warble his native *\Vood-notcs wilde, 

And ever againft eating Cares, 

Lap me in foft Lydian Aires, 

Married to immortal verfe 
Such as the meeting foul may pierce 
In notes, with many a winding bout 
Of lincked fwcetnefs long drawn out. 
With wanton heed, and giddy cunning, 
The melting voice through mazes running 
Untwifting all the chains that ty 
The hidden foul of harmony. 

That Orpheus felf may heave his head 
From golden flumber on a bed 
Of heapt Elyfian flowres, and hear 
Such ftreins as would have won the ear 
Of Pluto^ to have quite fet free 
His half regain’d Eurydice. 

Thefe dehghts, if thou canft give, 

Mirth with thee, I mean to live. 



Arcades, 


Part gJ (171 E>iiert(ihwic7it prejhitt’d to the Comitejs 
Dcavager of Darby at Harcfield, by fot>ie Noble 
Ferfons of her Fat/iily, who appear 07i the Scene in 
Pajloral Habit^ moving toward the feat of St ate^ 
with this Song. 


I. SONG. 

OOK Nymphs, and Shepherds look. 
What fudden blaze of Majcdy 
Is that which we from hence defery 
Too divine to he millook : 

This this is (he 

7'o whom our vows and wifhes bend, 
fleer our folemn fearch hath end. 

Fame that her high worth to raife. 

Seem’d erft fo lavifh and profufe. 

We may juftly now accufe lo 

Of detraction from her praife, 

Lefs then half w^e find expreft, 

Fnvy bid conceal the rell. 

Mark what radiant Rate fhe fpreds, 

In circle round her Ihining throne. 

Shooting her beams like filvcr threds, 

This this is llie alone. 
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Sitting like a Goddcs bright, 

In the center of her light. 

Might Ihe the wife Latona be, * 20 

Or the -towred Cybele, 

Mother of a hundred gods; 
yuno dare’s not give her odds; 

Who had thought this clime had held 
A deity fo unparalcl’d } 

As they com f 'or^vard, the Genius of the Id'oodappears ^ 
and turnhig toward thon,/peaks. 

Gen. Stiiy gentle Swains,for though in this difgulfe, 
I fee bright honour fparkle through your eyes. 
Of famous Arcady yc are, and fprung 
Of that I'cnowned Hood, lo otten fung. 

Divine Alphein, who by fecret flufe, 30 

Stole under Seas to meet his Arethufe ; 

And ye the breathing Rofes of the Wood, 

Fair lilver-bufkin’d Nymphs as great and good, 

I know this quell of yours, and free intent 
Was all in honour and devotion ment 
To the great Miftres of yon princely fhrine, 
Whom with low reverence I adore as mi«ie. 

And with all helpful fervice will comply 
To further this nights glad folemnity;f 
And lead yc where ye may more near behold 40 
What fhallow-fcarching Fame hath left untold; 
Which 1 full oft amidft thefe (hades alone 
Have fate to wonder at, and gaze upon : 

For know by lot from Jove 1 am the powr 
Of this fair Wood, and live in Oak’n bowr, 

To nurfe the Saplings tall, and curl the grove, 
With Ringlets quaint; and wanton windings wove. 
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And all my Plants I fave from nightly ill. 

Of noifom winds, and blafting vapours chill. 

And from.the Boughs brufti off the evil dew, s® 
And heal the harms of thwarting thunder blew, 
Or what the crofs dire-looking Planet fmites. 

Or hurtfull Worm with canker’d venom bites. 
When Ev’ning gray doth rife, I fetch my round 
Over the mount, and all this hallow J ground; 
And early ere the odorous breath of morn 
Awakes the flumbring leaves, ortafl'eld horn 
Shakes the high thicket, hafte I all about, 
Number my ranks, and vilit every fproiit ^9 

With puillant words, and murmurs made to blefs, 
But els in deep of night when drowfines 
Hath lock’t up mortal fenfe, then liften I 
To the ccleftial Sirens harmonv. 

That lit upon .the nine enfolded Sphears, 

And ling to thofe that hold the vital fliears. 

And turn the Adamantine fpindlc round, 

On which the fate of gods and men is wound 
Such fweet compulfion doth in mufick ly. 

To lull the daughters o^'Neceffity^ 

And keep unfleddy Nature to her law, 70 

And the low world in mealur’d motion draw 
After the heavenly tune, which none can hear 
Of human riiould with grofs unpurged car; » 
And yet fiich mulick woithieft were to blaze 
The peerles height of her immortal praife, 

Whofe luftre leads us, and for her moft fit, • ' 

If my inferior hand or voice could hit 
Inimitable founds, yet as we go. 

What ere the fkill of lefler gods can fliow, 

I will affay, her worth to celebrate, 89 
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And fo attend ye tpward her glittering date; 
Where ye may all that are of noble Aemm 
Approach, and kifs her facred veftures hemm. 
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O^^gthc fig^ooth j^amerd^reen 
VV^Bi«*no print of llrep 1^^ b^dri, 

Ilow me asH-fin^^** 

And touch th^ 

Under tlic fhady roi 
Of branching Elm-StI 
j Follow me, 

^ will bring you whcife2‘;fhe-fits 

Youn|;j,^j^ in fplendor as befits' *“ 

Young 

^?4!uch a rui al Q^en 
All Arcadia hath not feen. 

' 3. SONG. ; 

Hifc *■ * ♦ ' 

Nymphs 4 i|frd Shepherds dance ndiViore > ■ 

By fandv?;JF/(7<7wA Lillicd banks*. .. 

A ^ 

On old Ijycaus or Cyllem' \\ofiLtt<'-} . • 

Trip no more in twilight rdhks, - 

Though Erymanth your |ofs deplpjee did fhir^Joo 

A'bettcr foy'^h^t Ihcvie.Yfhpu waft diyine^ 

From tiie ftony Mccnaiuif .' ” "' ' 

Bring j^pur Flocks, and live with us. 

Here y^ (hall have greater grace, 

To ferye the Lady of this place. 

Though Syrinx your Pans Miftrefs were, ' 
Yjjt ‘Syrinx well might wait on her. 

; Such a rural Qj^en 
- A|ll uircadia hath not feen. 



Mifeellifteous 


s. 


fatis 17. 


Qb ttielOl 


fcl of a fair Infant 
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• FAIRFAX flower no Iboner blo> 

■ blafted, ^ * 1 


uUt 


nraiucu, * / 

_ , Soft lUken Primrol# 

Summers ^hief hbnqm- if thou hadft ^-laifted, 
Bleak wintci^,Wee that made th3i.]iJo»n|e drie; 


For he lping attf^rous on that^oy^^^.. \ ^ 

That did Ay4^ej‘k envermeil, thoCight 
But kilfd aU^i aiS"'thcu bewayl’d his fatalj 


^ tht-' -. >-> 
iter the heavt. 




2.. 


»ter 


^^rn-^mnnio WltU 5‘^ Wrfrr.f7>1 trnU * 

By boiltrqll^fape th'i^.**v>uan damicl 
He thought it toucht his Deiue full neer, 

If likewife he fome fair one wedded not, ^ 

Thereby to wipe away th’ infamous blot, 1 

Of long-uncoupled bed, and childlefs^el^^ . 

Which ’mongft the wanton gods a foul r^pro^h; 
was held. 
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So mounting up in ycie-pcarled carr, 

. Through middle empire of the freezing aire 
He wanderd long, till thee he fpy’d from farr. 
There ended was his queft, thei'c ceail his care. 
Down he defeended from his Snow-foft chairc, 

But all uiiwares with his cold-kind embrace 20 
Unhous’d thy Virgin Soul from her fai r biding place. 

4 ‘ 

Yet art thou not inglonous in thy fate; 

For fo Apollo, w^ith unweeting hand 
Whilomc did Hay his dearly loved orate 
^'onng Ifvdci/ii/i hf)rn on Eiirofo's ftrand, 

Young Hydcinih the pride of Spartan land ; 

But then transform’d him to a purple dower 
Alack that lb to change thee winter had no power 

5- 

Yet can 1 not perfwade me thou art dead 

(tr that thycoarfc corrupts in earths dark wombe. 

Or that thy beauties lie in wormic bed, 

Hid from the world in a lovv delved tombe; 

Could Ileav’n for pittie thee lo liridll} doom r 
Oh no? for fomething in thy face did lliine 
Above inortalitie that Ihew’d thou wall divine. 

6 . 

Refolve me then oh Soul moft furely bleft 
(If fo it be that thou thele plaints doll hear) 

Tell me bright Spirit where e’rc thou hoverell. 
Whether* above that high firft-moving Spheare 
Or in the Elilian fields (if fuch there were.) 
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Oh fay me true if thou wert mortal wight 

And why from us fo quickly thou didft take thy flight. 

• * 

7- 

Wert thou fome Starr which from the ruin’d roofe 
Of fhak’t Olympus by mifchance didft fall; 
Which carefull Jove in natures true bchoofe 
Took up, and in fit place did reinftali 
Or did of late earths Sonnes befiege the wall 
Of Iheenie Ucav’n, and thou fome goddefs fled 
Amongft us here belov/ to hide thy nedtar’d head. 

8 . 

Or wert thou that juft Maid who once before jo 
Forfook the hated earth, O tell me footh 
And cam’ft again to vifit us once more } 

Or wert thou that fweet Imiling Youth! 

Or that crown’d Matron fage white-robed truth } 
Or any other of that heav’nly brood 
Let down in clowdie throne to do the world fome 

9 - 

Or wert thou of the go|den-wingcd hoaft, 

Who having clad thy felf in humane weed, 

To earth from thy prajfixed leat didft poaft. 

And after fliort abode flie back with fpeed, 6o 
As if to (hew what creatures Ileav’n doth breed, 
Thereby to fet the hearts of men on fire 
To fcorn the fordid world, and unto Heav’n afpire. 

lo. 

Bpt oh why didft thou not ftay here below 
To blefs us with thy heav’n-lov’d innocence. 

To flake his wrath whom (in hath made out foe 
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To turn Swift-rufhing black perditibn hence, 

Or drive away the flaughtering peftilence, 

To ftand ’twixt us and our deferve-d fmart? 

But thou canft beft perform that office where thou 
art. 


II. 

Then thou the mother of fo fwcet a child 
Her falfe imagin’d lofs ceafe to lament, 

And wifely learn to curb thy forrows wild; 
Think what a prefent thoijr to God haft fent. 

And render him with patience what he lent; 

affiis if thou do he will an oft-fpring give, 

That till the worlds laft-end fliall make thy name 
to live. 


Anno iEtatis 19. 

At a Vacation Exercife in the Col ledge, 
part Latin., part Rnglijh. The Latin 
fpeeches ended, t\nj>EngliJJ:) thus began. 



P^|AIL native Language, thatbyfinewsweak 
Didft move my firft endeavouring tongue 
to fpeak, 

And mad’ft imperfedt words with childifh tripps. 
Half unpronounc’t. Aide through my infant-lipps. 
Driving dum lilencc from the portal dore, 

Where he had mutely f ate two years before: 

Here I falute thee and thy pardon alk. 

That now I ufe thee in my latter tafle : 
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Small lofs it is that thence can come unto thee, 

I know my tongue but little Grace can do thee : 
Thou needft not be ambitious to be firft, u 

Believe me I have thither packt the worft : 

And, if it happen as I did forecaft. 

The daintieft diflies fliall be ferv’d up laft. 

I pray thee then deny me not thy aide 
For this fame fmall negledl that I have made : 
But hade thee ftrait to do me once a Pleafurc, 
And from thy wardrope bring thy chiefeft treafure; 
Not thofe new fangled toys, and triming flight 
Which takes our late fantafticks with delight, 20 
But cull thofe richell; Robes, and gay’fl; attire 
Which decpell Spirits, and choiCefl; Wits delire : 

I have fomc naked thoughts that rove about 
And loudly knock to have their palfage out; 

And wearie of their place do only day 
Till thou had deck’t them in thy bed aray ; 

That fo they may without fufpedl or fears 
Fly fwiftly to this fair Afl'embly’s ears; 

Yet I had rather if I were to chufe. 

Thy fervice in fomc graver fubjedt ufe, 30 

Such as may make thee fearc’i thy coffers round, 
Before thou cloath my fancy in fit found : 

Such where the deep tranfported mind may foarc 

Above the wheeling poles, and at Heav’ns dore 

Look in, and fee each blifsful Dcitie 

How he before the thunderous throne doth lie, 

Lidening to what unfhorn Apollo lings 

To th’touch of golden'wires, while Hebe brings 

Immortal Nedlar to her Kingly Sire : ^ 39 

Then palling through the Spherfe of watchful fire. 
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And miftic Re'gions of wide air next under, 

And hills of Snow and lofts of piled Thunder, 
May tell at length how' green-ey’d Neptune raves. 
In Heav’ns defiance muftcring all his waves*; 
Then fing of fccret things that came to pafs 
\Vhen Beldam Nature in her cradle was ; 

And laft of Kings and Queens and Hero's old, 
Such as the wdfe Oemodocus once told 
In folemn Songs at King ytlcinous fcafl, 

While fad UUff'es foul and all the reft io 

Are held with his melodious harmonie 
In willing chains and fweet captivitie. 

But fie iny w^andring Mufc how thou doft ftray! 
hxpedance calls thee now another w'ay. 

Thou know'’ft it mull be now^ thy only bent 
To keep in compafs of thy Predicament: 

Then quick about thy purpos’d bulinefs come, 
That to the next I may refign my Roomc. 


L/ien Ens is reprefcntetl as Father of the PrerJica- 
ments his ten Sons, %ohereof the Eldefl flood for 
Siibftancc ^joit/i his Canons, ivhich Ens thus /peak- 
ing, explains. 

Good luck befriend thee Son ; for at thy birth 
The Faiery Ladies daunc’t upon the hearth ; be. 
Thy drowlie Nurfc hath fworn Ihe did them fpie 
Come tripping to the Room where thou didft he; 
And fwcetly finging round about thy Bed 
Strew all their blcflings on thy fleeping Mead. 

She heard them give thee this, that thou ftiould’ft 
From eyes of mortals walk invilible, [ftill 

Yet there is fomething that doth force my fear, 
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For once it was my difmal hap to hear 
A Sybil old, bow-bent with crooked age, 

That far events full wifely could prefage, 7c 
And ih times long and dark Profpedtive Glafs 
Fore-faw what future dayes fhould bring to pafs. 
Your Son, faid ihe, (nor can you it prevent) 

Shall fubjcdl be to many an Accident. 

O’re all his Brethren he lhall Reign as King, 

Yet every one (hall make him underling. 

And thofe that cannot live from him afunder 
Ungratefully lhall ftrive to keep him under. 

In worth and excellence he lhall out-go them. 
Yet being above them, he Ihall be below them ; 80 
From others he fliall ftand in need of nothing. 
Yet on his Brothers lhall depend for Cloathing. 
I'o find a Foe it fiiall not.be his hap. 

And peace fhall lull him in her flowry lap; 

Yet fhall he live in ftrife, and at his dore 
Devouring war fliall never ceafe to roare : 

Yea it fhall be his natural property 
To harbour thofe that are at enmity. 

w 

What power, what force, what mighty fpcll, if not 
Your learned hands, can loofc this Gordian knot.? 

T/zc* next Quantity and , fpake in Profe^ 

then Relation was call'd by his Name. 

RiVf:RS arife ; whether thou be the Son, yi 
Of utmoft Tweedi or Oofe^ or gulphie X)?///, 

Or Trent, who like fome earth-born Giant fpreads 
His thirty Armes along the indented Meads, 

Or fullen Mole that runneth underneath. 

Or Severn fwift, guilty of Maidens death, 
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Or Rockie Avon, or of Sedgie Lee, 

Or Coaly Lhie, or antient hollowed Dee, 

Or Humber loud that keeps the Scythlms Name, 
Or MedveAy fmooth, or Royal Towred Lhame. too 

Lhe reft was Profe. 


On the Morning of Chrift’s 

Nativity. 


V 





■Ills is the Month, and this the happy 
morn 

Wherein the Son ofllcav’ns eternal Kins;, 


Of wedded Maid, and Virgin Mother horn, 

Our great Redemption from above did bring ; 
For fo tlic holy Sages once did ling. 

That he our deadly forfeit diould rclcale, 
And with liis Father work us a perpetual peace. 


That glorious Form, that Light unfiiderablc, 

And that far-beaming blaze of Majelly, 9 

Wherewith he wont at Heav’ns high Counccl- 
To lit the mid ft of Trinal Unity, [Table, 

He laid alide ; and here with us to be, 

Forfook the Courts of everlafting Day, 

And chofe with us a darkfom Haufe of mortal Clay. 

3* 

Say Heav’nly Mufc, fhall not thy facred vein 
Afford a Prefent to the Infant God 


K 
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Haft thou no verfe, no hymn, or folemn ftrein, 
To welcome him to this his new abode. 

Now while the Heav’n by the Suns team untrod. 
Hath took no print of the approaching light, 20 
And all the fpangled hoft keep watch in fquadrons 
bright ? 

4 - 

See how from far upon the Eaftcrn rode 
The Star-led Wizards hafte with odours fvveet, 

0 run, prevent them with thy humble ode, 

And lay it lowly at his blcfled feet; 

Have thou the honour firft, thy Lord to greet, 
And joyn thy voice unto thq, Angel C^iire, 
From out his fecret Altar toucht with hallow’d f re, 

■THE HTMN. 

1, 

It was the Winter wilde. 

While the Heav’n-born childe, 30 

All meanly wrapt in, the rude manger lies; 
Nature in awe to him 
Had doft’t her gawdy trim. 

With her great Maftcr fo to fympathize: 

It was no feafon then for her 

To wanton with the Sun her lufty Paramour. 


2. 

Only with fpeeches fair 
She woo’s the gentle Air 

To hide her guilty front with innocent Snow, 
And on her naked fhame, 40 
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Pollute with iinfull blame, 

The Saintly Veil of Maiden white to throw, 
Confounded, that her Makers eyes 
Should look fo near upon her foul deformities. 

3 - 

But he her fears to ccafe, 

Sent down the mcck-cv’d Peace, 

She crown’d with Oliv'cgreen, came foftly hiding 
Down through the turning fphear 
llis ready Harbinger, 

With Turtle wing the amorous clouds dividing. 
And waving wide lier mirtlc wand, 

She llrikesa univerfiil Peace through Sea and Land. 

4 ' 

No War, or Battels found 
Was heard the World around. 

The idle Spear and Shield were high up hung, 
The hooked Chariot flood 
Unftain’d with hoftilc blood. 

The 'rrumpet fpakc not no the armed tlirong. 
And Kings fate flill with awfull eye, 

As if they furcly knew their fovran Lord was by. 

S’ 

But peaceful I was the night 61 

Wherein the Prince of light 

His raign of peace upon the earth began : 

The Winds with wonder wnift, 

Smoothly the waters kifl, 

irf • 

Whifpering new joyes to the milde Ocean, 
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Who now hath quite forgot to rave, [wave. 
While Birds of Calm lit brooding on the charmed 

6 . 

The Stars with deep amaze 

Stand fixt in ftcdfalT: gaze,. 70 

Bending one way their pretious influence, 

And will not take their flight, 

For all the morning light. 

Or Lucifer that often warn’d them thence ; 

But in their glimmering Orbs did glow. 

Untill their Lord himfelf bcfpake, and bid them go. 

7 - 

And though the lliady gloom 
Flad given day her room. 

The Sun himfelf with-held his wonted Ipeed, 
And hid his head for lhame. So 

As his inferiour flame. 

The new cnlightn’dworld no more Ihculd need; 
He faw a greater Sun appear [bear. 

Then his bright Throne, or burning Axletrec could 

8 . 

The Shepherds on the Lawn, 

Or ere the point of dawn. 

Sate limply chatting in a rullick row ; 

Full little thought they than. 

That the mighty Pan 

Was kindly come to live with them below; 90 
Perhaps their loves, or elfe their llieepi 
Was all that did their filly thoughts fo bulie keep. 
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9 - 

When fuch mu lick fweet 
Their hearts and ears did greet, 

As never was by mortal finger ftrook, 
Divincly-warbl’d voice 
A.ifwering tlie ilringed noifc. 

As all their fouls in blifsfull rapture took: 

The Air fuch plcafurc loth to lofc, fclofe. 

With thoufand echo’s ftill prolongs each heav’nly 

10. • 

Nature that heard fuel) found i-o 

Beneath the hollow round 

Of Cynthia's feat, the Airy region thrilling, 
Now was aim oft won 
To think her part was done, 

And that her reign had here its laft fulfilling; 
She knew fuch harmony alone 
Could hold all Heav’n and Earth in happier union. 

I r. 

At laft fur rounds their fi<iht 

A Globe of circular light, nc 

That with long beams the fhamc-fac t night ar- 
The helmed Cherubim I rav’d, 

i. y ^ 

And fworded Seraphim, 

Are feen in glittering ranks with wings difplaid. 
Harping in loud and folemn quire, 
Withunexpreflivc notes tolleav’ps new-born Heir, 

12. 

Such Mufick (as ’tis faid) 

Before was never made, 
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But when of old the fons of morning fung. 
While the Creator great >20 

His Conftellations fct, 

And the well-ballanc’t world on hinges hung, 
And call the dark foundations deep, [keep. 

And bid the weltring waves their oozy channel 

^ 3 - 

Ring out ye Cryftall fphears. 

Once blefs our humane cars, 

(If ye have power to touch our fenfes lo) 

And let your lilvcr chime 
Move in melodious time ; 

And let the Bafe of Heav’ns deep Organ blow. 
And with your ninefold harmony 13* 

Make up full confort to th’Angelike fymphony. 

14. 

For if fuch holy Song 
Enwrap our fancy long, 

Time will run back, and fetch the age of gold, 
And fpcckl’d vanity ^ 

Will licken foon and die. 

And leprous fin will meu from earthly mould, 
And Flell it felf wdll pafs away. 

And leave her dolorous manfions to the peering day. 

15 - 

Yea Truth, and Jullice then 141 

Will down return to, men. 

Orb’d in a Rain-bow; and like glories wearing 
Mercy will fit between. 

Thron’d in Celeftial Iheen, 
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With radiant feet the tilTued clouds down Hearing, 
And Heav’n as at fome Feftivall, 

Will open wide the Gates of her high Palace flail. 

16. 

But wifcft Fate fayes no, 

I'his mull not yet be fo, i 50 

The Babe lies yet in fmiling Infancy, 

That on the bitter crofs 
Mull redeem our lofs ; 

So both himfelf and us to gloribe ; 

Yet firll to thofc ychain’d in llecp, [the deep. 
The wakeful trump of doom mull thunder through 

17- 

With fuch a horrid clang 

As on mount Sinai rang [brake : 

While the red fire, and finouldring clouds out 
The aged Parth agall 16 ' 

With terrour of that blall, 

Shall from the furface to the center lliake; 
When at the worlds lall felfion, [throne. 

The'dreadful Judge in mfddle Air Oval] fpread his 

i8. 

And then at lall our blifs 
Full and perfet is. 

But now begins; for from this happy Day 
Th’old Dragon under ground 
In- ftraiter limits bound, 

f 

^ Not half fo far calls his'iifurped fway, 170 
And wrqjth to fee his Kingdom fail, 

Swindges the fcaly Horrour of his foulded tail. 
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19. 

The Oracles are dum. 

No voice or hideous humm 

Runs through the arched roof in words deceiving. 
Apollo from his flirine 
Can no more divine, 

With hollow fliriek the flecp of Delp/ios leaving 
No nightly trance, or breathed fpell, 179 

Infpiies the pale-ey’d Prieft from the propheticcell. 


20. 

The lonely mountains o’rc. 

And the refounding lliore, 

A voice of weeping heard, and loud lament; 
I'rom haunted fpring, and dale 
Edg’d with poplar pale, 

The parting Genius is with lighing font, 

With flowre-inwov’n trcll'cs torn [mourn. 

The Nimphs in twilight diade of tangled thickets 


21. 

In confcciated P'arth, 

I 

And on the holy Hearth, 190 

The Lars and Lemures^ noan with midnight 
In Urns, and Altars round, [plaint, 

A drear and djing found 

Aflrights the Plamlhs at their fervice quaint; 
And the chill Marble feems to fwcat. 

While each peculiar power forgoes his wonted fwt. • 

i 

22. 

Pcor, and Baalim^ 

Forfake their Temples dim. 
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With that twice batter’d god of Palejim, 

And mooned Aflitaroth, 

Heav’ns Queen and Mother both. 

Now (its not girt with Tapers holy Ihine, 

The Libyc Hammcn (brinks Iiis horn, [mourn. 
J^n vain the 'Tyrian Maids their wounded Thaf?nu 


7 

^ r 


And fullcn Mohrh (led. 

Hath left in (liadow'S duci, 

Plis burning Idol all of blacked hue ; 

^In vain with L’ymfMls ring, 

Thc v^^l J-the grifly King,' 

dainv »boiit the furnace blue; 
The. bi^ifh gods oi Nile as fall, 

^,and, 0/WJ-, and 


* *■; *>> nf 


Nor 
In 

Tr.Tm^Jirig the ul 
Nor can l\(j-b»- at re(t' ,# 

Within hi.s C^yed thed^ * * 

N tiug^ .dut^^foy n;d^ 

In vain 

JThc b4tf;:^i;(5^'or(liipt Ark 


S 

) 

■ f 

rs \<^ith lowi 

I 1 u.i 

f 

be his (1 j viUi! 

duk 


2;. 

He feels from yuJa's Land 
The dredded Infants hand, 

The rayes of Bethlehem blind his du(ky cyn ; 
Nor'nlhtlie Gods befidc. 

Longer dare abide, 
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Not Typhon huge ending in fnaky twine : 

Our Babe to fhew his Godhead true, [crew. 
Can in his fwadling bands controul the damned 



So when the Sun in bed, 

Curtain’d with cloudy red, 239 

Pillows his chin upon an Orient wave. 

The flocking fhadows pale. 

Troop to th’infernal Jail, 

I^ach fetter’d Ghoft ilips to his feveral grave, ' 
And the yellow-fkirtcd Fayes, [maze.* 

Fly after the Night-llccds, leaving their Mooh-lov’d 

a * 


27. 

But fee the Virgin bleft, 
Hath laid her Babe to reft.'r-. 
Time is cjir 
ITcav’ns youngq| 
i lath fixt htr 
Herfleeping 


And all about 
Bright-harnefl: 



' v [irtg. 
i here najye end- 


•«> 


240 


Lanm attendf 
Stable, V'' 


order f«*rvieeAble,/ 


^The Paffion 


I. 

IIE-WHILF of Mufick, and Ethereal 
mirth, [tirtg, 

Wherewith the ftage of Ayr and Earth did 
And joyous news of heav’nly Infants birth. 
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* 

i» 

My mufc with Angels did divide to ling; 

But headlong joy is ever on the wing. 

In Wintry folftice like the lliortn’d light 
Soon fwallow’d up in dark and long out-living 
nieht. 


For nt)\v to forrow mud; I tunc my fong. 

And let my Harp to notes of faddert wo, 

Which on our dearell; Lord did lealc cr’e long, 10 
Dangers, and fnarcs, and\\;rongs, andworlc then lo, 
Whicli he for us did freely undergo. 

Moll perfeih llcroc, try’d in heaviell plight 
Of labours huge and hard, loo hard for human 
wiijht. 


A- 


lie fov’ran Priell ftooping his regal head 
That dropt with' odorous oil down Ins fair eyes, 
Poor flclhly Tabernacle entered. 

His Harry front low-rooft beneath the Ikies; 

O what a malk was there, what a dilguiiel 19 
Yet more; the ftroke,of death he man aoide. 
Then lies him meekly down tall by las Hrethrens 
fide. 


Thefe lateft feenes confine my roving vers. 

To this Horizon is my Pheebus bound; 

His Godlike a6ls; and his temptations fierce, 

And former fufferings other Where are found; 
Loud o’re the reft Creironds ll-timp doth found; 

Mti-ibftcr airs befit, and foftcr ftrings 
Of Lute, or Viol ftiil, more apt for mournful things. 
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Befriend me night beft Patroncfs of grief, 

Over the Pole thy thickeft mantle throw, 30 
And work my flatter’d fancy to belief, 

That Heav’n and Earth are colour’d with my wo ; 
My forrenvs are too dark for day to know: 

The leaves fliould all be black wberon I write. 
And letters where my tears have walht a vannilli 
white. 

p. 

See fee the Chariot, and thole rulhing wheels. 
That whirl’d the Prophet up at Cbebar flood. 

My fpirit fom tranfporting Cherub feels. 

To hear me where the Towers of Salem frood, 
Once glorious Towers, now funk in guiltlefs ’olood ; 

There doth mv foul in holv vilion lit 41 

In penfive trance, and anguilh, and ecifatick fit. 

7 - 

Mine eye hath found that lad Sepulchral rock 
That was the Calkct of Hcav’ns richcfl: (lore. 

And here though grief nly feeble hands up lock, 
Yet on the foftned (^arry would I fcore 
My plaining vers as lively as before; 

For lure fo well inllrudtcd arc my tears. 

That they would fitly fall in order’d Characters. 


8 . 

Or Ihould I thence iiurried on yicwles wing. 
Take up a weeping on the Mountains wilde. 
The gentle neighbourhood of grove and fpiring 
Would foon unbofom all their Echoes milde. 
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And I (for grief is eafily beguild) 

Might think th’infedtion of my forrows loud, 
Had got a race of mourners on fom prr-gnant cloud. 

Phis SubjeSi the Author finding to be above he 
yeers be had, when he wrote and noihing 
fitisfdd with wbat was begun, left it unfnijht. 


On Ttme. 

f 

1 ,Y envious till thou run outthy race. 
Call on the lazy leaden-ftepping hours, 
Whofe fpecd is but the heavy Plummets 
pace; 

And glut thy fclf with what thy womb devours. 
Which is no more then what is falfe and vain, 
And mccrly mortal drofs; 

So little is our lofs, 

So little is thy gain. 

For when as each thing bad thou haft entomb’d, 
And laft of all thy greedy fclf confunj’d, 10 

Then long Eternity (hall greet our blifs 
With an individual kifs; 

And Joy fliall overtake us as a flood. 

When every thing that is linccrcly good 
And perfectly divine, 

With Truth, and Peace, and Love fhall ever fliine 

About the fupreme Throne 

Of hirp^ t’whofe happy-making fight alone. 

When once our heav’nly-guidcd foul ftiall clime. 
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Then all this Earthy grofnefs quit, =o 

Attir’d with Stars, we lhall for ever lit, 

Triumphing over Death, and Chance, and thee 
O Time. 


Upon the Circumcifion. 

flaming Powers, and winged Warriours 
bright, 

That erfl with Mufick, and^iumphant 
Firft heard by happy watchful Shephefds ear. 

So fweetly fung your Joy the Crouds along 
Throu«;h the foft lilence of the litPninr ni^ht; 
Now mourn, and if fad lhare with us to bear 
Your fiery eflence can dillill no tear. 

Burn in your lighs, and borrow 
Seas wept from our deep forrow. 

He who with all Heav’ns heraldry whilear 
ICntcr’d the world, now bleeds to give us eale; 
Alas, how foon our fin * 

Sore doth begin 

His infanev to feafe ! 

O more exceeding love or law more jufl 
Juft law indeed, but more exceeding love ! 

For w'e by rightful doom rcnicdiles 
Were loft in death, till he that dw^elt above 
High thron’d in feclret blifs, for us frail dull: 
Emptied his glory, cv’n "to nakednes ; 20 

And that great Cov’nant which we ftill tranfgrefs 
Intirely fatisli’d, 
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And the full wrath belide 

Of vengeful Jullice bore for our excefs, 

And fcals obedience firfl with wounding fmart 
This day, but O ere long 
Huge pangs and ftrong 

Will pierce more near his heart. 


At a folemn Mufick. 


pair ol Sirens, pledges of J feav’ns 

harmonious Silfer.s, Voice, 
Wed your divine founds, and mixt power employ. 
Dead things with inbreath’d fenfe able to pierce. 
And to our high-rais’d phantafie prefent. 

That undilturbed Song of pure concent. 

Ay fung before the faphire-colour’d throne 
1 o him that fits thereon 


With Saintly ihout, and folemn Jubily, 

./ •J - 

Where the bright Seraphim in burning row lo 
Their loud up-lifted Angel trumpets flow, 

And the Chcrubick hoft in thouland (piircs 
Touch their immortal Harps of golden wires, 
With thofe juft Spirits that wear vidforious Palms, 
Hymns devout and holy Pfalms 
Singing everlaftingly; 

That we on Earth with undifc^irding voice 
May rightly anfwxr that rdelodious noife; 

As oncejive did, till difproportion’d fin 
Jarr’d againft natures chime, and with harfti din 
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Broke the fair mufick that all creatures made 21 
To their great Lord, v/hofc love their motion fway’d 
In perfet Diapafon, whilft they Hood 
In firft obedience, and their ftatc of good. 

O may w'c foon again renew that Song, 

And keep in tune with Hcav’n, till God ere long 
To his ccleftial conlort us unite, 

To live with him, and fing in endles morr, of light. 


An Epitaph on the Marchionefs of 

mchejle?'. 

HIS rich Marble doth enterr 
The honour’d Wife of Winchclicr, 

A Vicounts daughter, an Earls heir, 
Bcfidcs what her vertucs fair 
Added to her noble birth, 

More then flic could own from Earth. 

Summers three times eight favc one 
She had told, alafs too foon, 

I 

After fo fliort time of breatii. 

To houfe with darknefs, and with death. 10 

Yet had the number of her days 
Bin as compleat as was her praife, 

Nature and fate had had no llrife 
In giving limit to her life. 

Her high birth, and her graces fweet, 

C^ckly found a lover* meet; 

The Virgin quire for her requefl; 

The God that fits at marriage feafi:; 
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He at their invokintj came 

But with a fcarce-wcl-lighted flame ; 

And in his Garland as he flood, 

Ye miglit difeern a Cyprefs bud. 
Once had the early Matrons run 
To greet her of a lovely fon, 

And now witli fecond hope (he goes, 
And calls Luchui to her throws; 

But whether by mifchancc or blame 
Atropos for Luctna came ; 

And with rcmordcs cruelty, 

Spoil’d at once both fruit and tree : 
'rhe haplcs Babe before his birth 
Had burial, vet nol laid in earth, 

r 

And tire languillu Mothers Womb 
Was not loni^ a liviiu’: Tomb. 

So have I fecn fome tender flip 
Sav’d with care from Winters nip. 
The pride of her carnation train, 
PJuck’t up by fom unheedy Twain, 
Who oncly thought to crop the flowr 
New.fliot up from vernal thowr; 

But the fair bloflom hangs the head 

O 

Side-ways as on a dying bed. 

And thofc Pearls of dew the wears. 
Prove to be prelaging tears 
Which the fad morn had let fall 
On her hail’ning funerall. 

Gentle Lady may thy grave 
Peace and quiet ever have ; 

After thj»'-thy travel fore 
Sweet reft feafe thee evermore. 
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That to give the world encreafe, 

Shortned haft thy own lives leafe; 

Here, befidcs the forrowing 
That thy noble tioufc doth bring. 

Here be tears of perfect moan 
Weept for thee in Helicon, 

And fom Flowers, and fomc Bays, 

For thy Hears to ftrew the ways. 

Sent thee from the banks of Came, 

Devoted to thy vertuous name ; 

Whilft thou bright Saint high lit’ft in glory. 
Next her much like to thee in ftory. 

That fair Syrian Shepherdefs, 

Who after ycers of barrennefs, 

The higlily favour’d 'jofeph bore 
To him that ferv’d for her before, 

And at her next birth much like thee, 
Through pangs fled to felicity. 

Far within the boofom bright 
Of blazing Majefty and Light, 

There with thee, new wclcom Saint, 

Like fortunes may her foul acquaint, 

With thee there clad in radiant fticen, 

No Marchionefs, but now a Queen, 
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Song. 


On May Morning. 



^OW the bright morning Star, Daycs har- 
? hingcr, [with lier 

d Comes (lancing from the Kaft, and leads 
The Flowry May, who from her green lap throws 
The yellow C(nvllip, and tlic pale Primrole, 

Hail bounteous May that* doll infpirc 
Mirth and youth and warm dclire, 

Woods and (droves arc oftliy drclling. 

Hill and Hale dt^th boafl thy blcllin^. 

Thus we falute thee with our early Song, 

And wclcom thee, and wifli thee long. i- 


On Shakefpear. 


1630. 



Hat needs my Shakcfpca7- for bis lio- 
nour’d Bones, 

The labour an age in pilcif Stones, 
Or that his hallow’d rcliques Ihould be hid 
Under a Star-ypointing Pyramid? 

Dear fon of memory, great heir of Fame, 

What need’ll thou Inch weak witnefs of thy name? 
Thou in our wonder and allonilhment 
Hall built thy felf a live-long Monument. 

For whilll to th’lhamc of How-cndcavouring art,* 
Thy caitw* numbers flow, and that each heart ic 
Hath from the leaves of thy unvalu’d Book, 
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Thole Delphick lines with deep impreffion took, 
Then thou our fancy of it felf bereaving, 

Doll make us Marble with too much conceavinij: 

O ' 

And fo Sepulcher’d in fuch pomp doll lie. 

That Kinfj-s for fuch a Tomb would wilh to die. 

O 


On the Univerfity Carrier. 

• 

who fickn’d in th(^ time of his vacancy, 

being forbid to go to Lo??6lon^ 

rcafon of the PlaL>;ue. 



ER?' lies old llohfoii. Death hath brolic 
his 'drt, 

AT ^ 


And here alas, hath laid him in the dir:; 
Or clfc the ways being foal, twenty to one, 

Tic’s here Ruck <n a flourh, and ov'crlin-oVi D. 
’Twas fuch a lluftcr, that if truth veere known. 


Death was half glad when he had got him down ; 
For he had any time this ten yeers full. 

Dodg’d with him, betwixt C'lmbridgc ■i.Wil tltc Bull, 
And fiirely, Death could neve^' have prevail’d. 
Had not his weekly, courfc of carriage fail’d; lo 
But lately finding him fo long at home. 

And thini-iing now liis journeys end v/as come, 
And that be had tanc up his lateft .inne. 

In the kind oRicc of a Chamberlin 

Shevv’d li i m li is room where he muR led t> c that night, 

» O C> 

Pull’d of liis Boots, and took away the light: 

If any alk for him, it lliall be fed, 
llohfon has fupt, and’s newly gon to bed. 
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Another on the fame. 



ERE licth one who did mod. t rulv prove, 
That he could never die while he could 


inov^c. 

So hun^ his dediny never to rot 
While he might ftill )ogg on and keep Ids trot, 
Made ol jjfhcar-irietal, never to decay 
Until] his revolution was af day. 

Time numbers motion, yet (without a crime 
’Gainll old truth) mtjtion nundoer’d out liis time: 
And like an ]htcri» iriov’cl with wheel and waiL>;ht, 
Eiis princi]>k's iveing ceall, he ended lirait, lo 
Rell fh:ii 'lives all men life, rotve Ijiin In's death, 
And too much 01 hing put him out oF breath-; 
Nor were it contradiction to aftirm 
Too lonir vacation haflned on bis term, 

Mcerly to dri'.x* the tinae away he hekn'd, 
X'diintcd, and died, nor would with Aic lae cjujcknkl. 
Nay, quotli he, on his fwuoningT'cd out-fhetch’d, 
If I may not carry, furc He nc’re l-.c ;erc;i’d. 

But vow though the erols Doctors all iluoti hearers, 
For one Carrier put down to make ii\ bearers. 20 
Eafe vras his chief difeafe, and to judge right, 

' J O O 

He di’d for hcavinefs that his Cart went light. 
His leafurc told him that his time was com, 

And lack of load, made his life* burdenfom. 

That even to his lail brcatl'i (ther be that fay’t) 

As he w'ere orefl: to deatli, he cry’d more waight; 
But had his doings lafted as they were, 
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He had been an immortal Carrier. 

Obedient to the Moon he fpent his date 
In cours reciprocal, and had his fate jo 

Linkt to the mutual bowing of the Seas, 

Yet (ftrange to think) his wain was his increafe; 
His Letters are deliver’d all and gon, 

Only remains this fuperferiplion. 


The Fifth Ode of Horace. Lib. i. 

C^is multa gracilis tc puer in Rofa, Rouired 
‘Ivord for ivord ‘ivithout Rhyfne according to 
the I Jilt in Mcofure, as near as the Language ‘ivill 
permit . 

HAT bender Youth bedew’d with liquid 
odours [Cave, 

Courts thee on Roles in (omc plealant 
Py rrha for whom hinclll thou 
In wreaths thy golden Hair, 

Plain in thy ncatnefs; O how ott lliall he 
On Faith and changed Gods complain : and Seas 
Rough with black winds and llorms 
Unw'ontcd lhall admire: 

Who now enjoyes thee credulous, all Gold, 

Who alwayes vacant, ahvayes amiable lo 

Hopes thee; of flatterjiig gales 
Unmindfull. Haplefs they 
Towhomthouuntry’d-feem’llfair. Mein my vow’d 
Pidlurc the facred wall declares t’have hung 
My dank and dropping W'eeds 
To the Hern God of Sea. 
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Geoffrey of Monmouth, 



Brutus thus addrejfcs Diana in the. C'untry of 

Leogccia. 

^ODDESS of SJiadcs, and Huntrefs, wdio 
at will f througli the deep, 

VValk’ft on the rowling Sphear, and 
On thy third Reign the F.arth look now, and tell 
What Land, what Scat of fell thou bidil me feck, 
What certain Seat, where 1 ma}'^ worlhip thee 
For aye, with 'I'emples vow’d, and Virgin quires. 

■To ^li'honi jh'cpmghefrc the .Altar^ Diana in a Vi/ion 

that nifit thus anficcr'd. 

Brutus far to the Weft, in th’ Ocean wide 
Beyond the Realm of Gani., a Land there lies, 
Sea-girt it lies, where Giants dwelt of old, 

Now void, it fits thy People ; thether bend 
Thy courfe, there ihalt thou find a lafting feat, 
The.rc to thv Sons anotIi(!r Pray lhall riic. 

And Kings be born of thee, whtde dr* dded might 
Shall aw the World, and conquer Naiions bold. 


Dante. 


A II ConllantinCy of how much ill was caiifc 
Not thy Converfton, buC thofe rich demains 
That the firll wealthy Pope receiv’d of thee. 
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Dante. 

I 

T^OUNDED in chart and humble Poverty, 

'Gainrt: them that rais’d thee doft thou lift thy 
horn,' 

Impudent whoorc, wlicre haft thou plac’d thy.hoper 
In thy Adulterers, or thy ill got weidth? 

Another CGnJt(i7ituu’ comes not in halt. 


ATiofto. 

])aft he to a fitnvrv Mountain green, 

JL Which oncelmcltfweet.ncAV rtinksasodioufiv: 
This was that gift (if you the truth will have) 
That Confhinthie to good Svl-r.-jlru gave. 


Horace. 


do we count a good man, \vhoin but 
he 


Who keeps the laws and ftatutes of the Senate, 
Who judges in great fuits and controverrtes, 
Whofc vvitnefs and opinion wins tlic eanfe.^ 

But his own houfe, and the whole ncitdibourhood 

^ O 

Sees his foul infide through hi ; whited rtcin. 


Horace. 



HEPower that did’'crcatc,can change the Scene 
Of things; make mean of great, and. great of 
mean : 
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The brightell Glory can cclipfc with Night; 

And place the moh obfeure in dazling Light. 



Horace. 

LL barb’r-ous People, and their Princes too, 
^ All Purple Tyrants honcMir you ; 

The v'cry wandring Sivt/ua/is do. 

Support the Pillar of the Roman State, 

Left all Men be involv’d in one Alans fate. 
Cemtinue us in Wealth and l^eacc ; 

Let Wars an-:l ’runiults ever eeafe. 


CaLuliiis. 

worft of Poets, i ray felf declare, 

Py how much you the bell: of Ihvtrons arc, 


Ovid, 

IISTAIN, as iManh.ood ','ou cftccir. 
^‘Froin Sa/mac/s pernicious Streain . 
If hut one moment there you llav, 

Toc^ dear you’l for your Bathing pay. 


Depart nor Man nor Woman, but a Sight 
Difgracing both, a loatli’d Ilcrmapfirodite. 


Euriiddcs.’ 


L « 


T 


HIS is true Liberty, when free-born Men, 
Having to advife the Public, may fpeak free. 
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Which he who can, and will, deferv’s high praife; 
Who neither can nor will, may hold his peace; 
What can be jufter in a State then this? 



N O Eajlcrn Nation ever did adore 

The Majefty of Soveraign Princes more. 



A ND Britdins interwove held the Purple 
Hangings. 


Horace. 

I AUGHING to teach the truth 

What hinders ? as fome teachers give to Boys 
Junkets and knacks, that they may Icarne apace. 


J 


Horace. 

i 

ESTING decides great things 
Stronglier, and better oE then earned: can. 


Sophocles. 

I'^IS you that lay it, not I; you do the deeds, 
A And your ungodly deeds find me the words, 
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Scncca. 


^^HERE can be flaine 
A No facribce to God more acceptable 
Then an unjiift and wicked King. 


Terence. 


I N lilence now, and with attention wait, 

That ye may learn what th’Enmuch has to prate 


Homer. 

LAUCUS, in Lycia we’re adorn’d like Gods: 
^ What makes ’twixt lus and others To great 
odds ? 


Epigram on Salmafius s Himdreda. 


W HO taught Sdlmnfius, that French chatt’ring 

Eye, 

To aim at En^lijh, and IPukdreda cry ? 

The ftarving Rafcal, Hulht with juft a Hundred 
Englijh Jacobullcs, Hundreda blunder’d. 

An out-law’d King’s laft ftock. A hundred more. 
Would make him pimp for th’Antichriftian Whore; 
And in 2 ?(ywt’’.rpraife Employ his poyfon’d Breath, 
Who threatn’d once to lEnk the Pope to death. 
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On the new forcers of Confcience 

under the Long Parliament, 

ECAUSE yon have thrown of your Pre¬ 
late Lord, [turgie 

And with llilf Vowes rcnouric’d his Li- 
To feife the widdow’d whore Pluralitie 
From them whofe fin ye envi’d, not abhor’d, 
Dare ye for this adjure the Civill Sword 
To force our Confciences that Chrift fet free, 
And ride us with a claffic Hierarchy 
Taught ye by nieer A. S. and RrAherford? 

Men whofe Life, Learning, Faith and pure intent 
Would have been held in hii^h cflcem with Paul 

O 

Muft novv be nam’d and printed Hcreticks 11 
By fliallow lukcards and Scotch what d’ye call: 
But we do hope to find out all your tricks. 
Your plots and packing wors then thofc 

That fo the Parliament 

May with their wholfdm and preventive Shears 
Clip your Phyladerics, though bank your Ears, 

And fuccour our jufl Fears 
When they lhall read this clearly in your charge 
New Prejbyter is but Old Prieji writ Large. 




Sonnets 


NIGHTINC jALE, that on yon bloomy 
Spray [are ftill, 

Warbl’ft at ccvc, when all the Woods 
Thou with fredi hope the Lovers heart doll fill, 
While the jolly hours lead on propitious May^ 
Thy liquid notes that dole the eye of Day, 

Firll licard before the lliallow Cuccoo’s bill 
Portend fuceefs in love; O if Jove s will 
Have linkt that amorous power to thy foft lay. 
Now timely fing, ere the rude Hire! of Hate 
Foretell my hopcles doo^i in fom (jrove ny ; 

As thou from year to year hall fung too late 
For my relief; yet hadll no reafon why, 

Whether the Mufc, or Love call thee his mate, 
Both them I ferve, and of their train am 1. 



11 . 


D ONNyJ /eggmlra il cui hel iiome honor a 
Uherbofa val di Rheno, c il nobil varco, 
Bene y colui d'ogni mlore Jcarco 
^ial tUQ fpirto gentU non innamora, 
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Che dolcemente mojira fi di fuora 
Dcfui atti foavi giamai parco, 

E i don\ che fo7i d'amor faette ed area. 

La onde F alta tua virtu s’injiora. 

^uando tu vaga parli, o lieta canti 
Che mover poffa diiro alpeftre kgno, 

Guardi ciafcun a gli occhi^ ed a gli orecchi 
L'entrata, chi di te Ji truova indegno ; 

Gratia fola di fu gli vnglia, inanti 
Che'I dijio amorofo al ciior s'invecchi. 

III. 

Q V/IL in colic aJprOy al imbrnnir di /era 
L’avezza giovinetta pajlorella 
Va bagnando I’herbetta jlrana e bella 
Che mal fi fpande a dijufata fpera 
Fuor di fua natia ahna primavera^ 

Cofi amor 7ncco infu la lingua fnclla 
Dcjla ilJior novo diJlrania favella^ 
Mentrc io di te, vezzofamente altera, 
Canto, dal mio huon popol non intefo 
Ell be I Lamigi cangio col be I Arno, 

Amor lo volfe, ed io a I' aItrir pefo 
Seppi cli Amor cofa mai volfe indarfio. 

Deh ! fofs' il mio cuor lento e'l duro feno 
A chi pianta dal del f buon terreno. 
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CANZONE. 

IDO NS I donne e gtovani amoroji 
M' accojiandqfi attornoy e perche fcrwiy 
Perche tu fcrivi in lingua igmta e Jirana 
Vif feggiando d'amor, e come f oft ? 

DinnCy fe la tua fpcmc /ia mai vanuj 
E dc penjieri lo miglior f arrhi; 

Cofi mi van burlandoy altri rivi 
Altri lidi t' ajpcttafiy altrt*onde 
Nelk cui verdi fponde 

Spuntati ad hor, ad hor a la tua chioma lo 

L'immortal guiderdon d'eternc frondi 
Perche alle Jpa lie tue foverchia foma ? 

Canzon dirotti, e tu per ?ne rifpondi 
Dice mia Donna, e'l Jito dir, e il mio cuore 
^efla e lingua di cuiJi vanta Amore. 

IV. 

D IO DAT I, e ted diro co,n maraviglia, 

^el ritrofo io cPamor fpreggiar fldea 
E de fuoi lacci J'pefjb mi ridea 
Gia caddi, ovdiuom dabben talhor s'impiglia. 

Ne Ireccie d’oro, fie guancia vermiglia 
M’ abbaglian Ji, ma fot to nova me a 
Pellegrina bellezza died cuor bea, 

Portamenti alti honejli, e nelle dgUa. 

^elfereno fulgor dl amabil nero. 

Parole adorne di lingua piu d'una, icy 

Ed cantar die di mezzo Idiemifpero 
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Traviar ben puo la faticofa Luna, 

E degli occhi fuoi auventa/i gran fuoco 
Che Pincerar gli orecchi ?ni fia poco. 

V. 

P EH certo i hei vo/Ir occhi, Donna mia 
EJJ'er mm puo che non Jinn lo inlc foie 
Si mi percuoton forte, come ei fiiole 
Per Parene di Libia chi s invia, 

Mentre tin caldo vapor' f ne fenti priaJ 
Da quel Into f Jpinge ove mi dtiolc, 

Che forfe amanti nelle lor parole 
Chiaman fofpir ; io non fo chef ft a : 
Parte rmchiuf 'a, c turbida ft cela 

Scojfo mi il petto, c poi n’ufcendo poco 
^uivi d attorno o s'agghiaccia, o s'ingiela 
Ma quanto a gli occhi giunge e trovar loco 
Tiittc le Jiotti a me fuolfar piovofe 
Fine he mia Alba rivien colma di rof'e. 


^ VI. 

lOVANF-i piano, e femplicetto amante 
^ Poi che fuggir me ftef'o indubbio fono. 
Madonna a voi del mio ciior Phttmil dono 
Faro divoto ; io certo a prove tanfe 
Dhebbi fe dele, intrepido, coft ante, 

De penfieri leggi'adro, accorio, e buono ; 
^uando rugge il gran mondo, e fcocca il tuono, 
S'arma di fe, d' inter o diamante, 

Tanto del forfe, e d' invidia ficuro. 
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Di timoriy e fperanzc al popol ufe .10 

^anto d'ingegnOy e d' alto valor vagOy 
E di cetra fonoray a ddk mufe: 

Sol troverctc in tal parte 7ne7i dnro 
Ovc a7)ior 7777fe 1'mfanabiI ago. 


VII. 

T T C)W foon hath time the futtlc theef of youth, 
SColn on his wing my three and twentieth 
year! 

My hafling dayes flic on with full career, 

But my late Ipring no bud or bloflbm Ihew’th. 
Perhaps my femblance might deceive the truth, 
That I to manhood am arriv’d fo near, 

And inward ripenes doth much lefs appear. 
That fom more timely-happy fpirits indu’th. 
Yet be it lefs or more, or foon or flow, 

It fhall be Hill in llridtefl: meafure ecv’n, .'o 
To that fame lot, however mean or high. 
Toward which Time leads me, and the will of 
All is, if I have grace to ufc it fo, [Ileav’n; 
As ever in my.great talk Mafters eye. 


VIII. 

^^APTAIN or Colonel, or Knight in Arms, 
Whole chance on thefe defencelefs dores 
may feafe. 

If deed of honour did thee ever pleafe, 

Guard them, and him within protedl from harms, 

M 
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He can requite thee, for he knows the charms 
That call Fame on fuch gentle adls as thefe, 
And he can fpred thy Name o’re Lands and Seas, 
What ever clime the Suns bright circle warms. 
Lift not thy fpear againft the Mufes Bowre, 

The great Emaihian Conqueror bid fpare lo 
The houfc of Pindanu I'emplcandTowre 
Went to the ground: And the repented air 
Of fad VJctlras Poet had the power 
To fave t\\ AtIicniati Walls from mine bare. 


IX. 

T ADY that in the prime of earlieft youth, 

Wifely hath llum’d the broad way and the 
green, 

And with thofc few art eminently fecn, 

That labour up the Hill of heav’nly Truth, 
The better part with Miiry and with Ruth, 

Chofen thou half, and they that overween, 

And at thy growing vertiies fret their fpleen. 
No anger find in thee, but pity and ruth. 

Thy care is fixt and zealoufiy attends 9 

To fill thy odorous Lamp with deeds of light, 
And Plope that reaps not fhame. Therefore be 
furc [ friends 

Thou, when the Bridegroom with his feaflfull 
Palfcs to blifs at the mid hour of niglu. 

Haft gain’d thy entrance, Virgin wife and pure. 
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X. 

I 

T^AUGFITER to that good Earl, once Prelideht 
Of Knglands Counfcl, and her Trcaluiy, 
Who liv’d in both, unftain’d with gold or fee. 
And left them both, more in himfelf content, 
Till the fad breaking of that Parlament 
Broke him, as that difhonell: viftory 
At Ch(eronea, fatal to liberty 
Kill’d with report that Old man eloquent. 
Though later born, then to have known the dayes 
Wherin your Father flourillit, yet by you, 10 
Madam, me thinks I fee him living yet; 

So well your words his noble vertucs praife, 

That all both judge you to relate them true. 
And to poifefs them, flonour’d Margaret. 


XE 

A BOOK was writ of lote call’d 'Tetracbcnloii; 
^ And wov’nclofe, both matter, forivi and llile; 
The Subjedt new: it walk’d the 'Fown a while, 
Numbring good intellects; nowfeldom por’d on. 
Cries the Itall-reader, blcfs us! what a word on 
A title page is this! and fome in file 
Stand fpellingfals,while one might walk to Mile- 
End Green. Why is it harder'Sirs then Gordon, 
Colkitto, or Macdonncl, or'Galafp.? [llcek 

Thofe rugged names to'our like mouths grow 
That'would have made flare and gafp. 
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Thy age, like ours, O Soul of Sir Jo/m Cheek, 
Hated not Learning wors then Toad or Afp; 
When thou taught’ft Cambridge, and King Ed¬ 
ward Greek. 


XII. On the fame. 

T DID hut prompt the age to quit their cloggs 
^ By the known rules of antient libertic. 
When ftrait a barbarous noife environs me 
Of Owles and Cuckoes, Afl'es, Apes, and Doggs. 
As when thofe Hinds that were transform’d to 
Raild at Latona's twin-bori? progcnic [b roggs 
Which after held the Sun and Moon in fee. 
But this is got by calling Pearl to Hoggs; 

That bawlc for freedom in their fencelefs mood, 
And Hill revolt when truth would fet them free. 
Licence they mean *whcn they cry libertic ; 

For who loves that, mull firll be wile and good; 
But from that mark how far they loavc we fee 
For all this wall of..wealth, and lofs of blood. 


XIIL To Mr. H. L awes, on his Aires. 

T T ARRT whofe tuneful and well meafur’d Song 
Firlltaught ourEnglilhMulickhowtofpan 
Words with jull note and accent, not to fcan 
With Midas Ears, committing Ihort and long; 
Thy worth and fkill exempts thee from the throng. 
With praife enou^ for Envy to look wan ; 

To after age thou Ihalt be writ the man. 




SONNETS. 165 

That with fniooth aire couldft humor heft our 
tongue. 

Thou honour’ft Verfc, and Verfe muft fend her wing 
To honour thee, the Pried: of Pheebus (.^ire 
That tun’d their happied lines in Hymn, or Story. 
Dtrntc diall give Fame leave to fet thee higher 
Then Ids Cafe I la whom he woo’d to fmg 
Met in the milder Ihadcs of Purgatory. 

« 

XIV. . 

'V^HEN Faith and Love which parted from 
~ ^ thee never. 

Had ripen’d thy j*Lid: Ibul to dwell with God, 
Meckh' thou didd refign this earthly load 
Of Oeatli, call’d Life; which us from Life doth 
fever. 

Thy Works and Alms and all thy good Endeavour 
Staid not behind, nor in the tjravc were trod: 
But as I'aith pointed with her golden rod. 
Follow’d thee up to joy and blifs for ever. 

Love led them on, and Faith who knew them bed 
Thy hand-maids, clad them o’re with purple 
beams 

And azure wings, that up they dew fo dred. 

And fpeak the truth of thee on glorious Thcams 
Before the Judge, who thenceforth bid thee red 
And drink thy dll of pure immortal dreams. 
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XV. To my Lord Fairfax. 

'^AIRFyiX, whofc Name in Arms through Eu- 
rope rings, 

And fills all Mouths with Envy or with Praife, 
And all her Jealous Monarchs with Amaze. 
And Rumours loud which daunt rcmotetl Kinirs, 

O ^ 


Thy firm unfliaken Valour ever brings 
Vidorv home, whi'ie new Rebellions raife 
Their Hydra-heads, and thcfalfe Nort/i tlilplays 
Her broken League to Imp her Serpent Wings : 

O yet! a Nobler talk awaits thy Hand, 

For what can War, but Adsof War ftill breed. 
Till injur’d Truth from Violence he freed; 

And publick Faith he refeu’d from the Brand 
Of publick Fraud ; in vain doth Valour bleed. 
While Avarice and Rapine fliares the Land. 


XVI. To Oliver Cromiveli. 

C ROMWELL our Chief of Men, that through 

a Croud, 

Not of War only, but diftradlions rude; 
Guided by Faith, and Matchlefs Fortitude : 

To Peace and Truth, thy Glorious w^ay haft 
Plough’d, 

And on the neck of (jrowned I'ortune proud 
Haft rear’d God’s Trophies, and his Work pur- 
fued, [imbru’d; 

While Dar-went Streams with Blood of Scots 
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And Dumbarfield refound thy Praifes loud, 

And /Forr^tT’jLaureat Wreath; yet much remains 
To Conquer ftill; Peace hath her Victories 10 
No lei's than thofc of War; new P^ocs arife 
Thrcatning to bind our Souls in fecular Chains, 
Help us to lave Free Confciencc from the paw 
Of Hireling Wolves, whofc Gofpel is their Maw, 


XVH. To Sir Hrnry Vane. 

-I 

V ANE, Young in years, but in Sage Counccls 

old. 

Then whom a better Senator ne’re held 

* 

The Helm of Rome, when Gowns, not Arms, 
repcll’d 

I’he fierce Ep/rote, and the Africnn bold, 
Whether to fettle Peace, or to unfold 

The Drift of hollow States, hard to be Spell’d; 
Then to advife how War may beft be uplicld, 
Mann’d byherTwo main Nerves,Iron andGold, 
In all her lupiipage: Bclidcs, to know 

Both Spiritual and Civil, what each means. 
What ferves each, thou haft Icarn’d, which few 
have done. 

The hounds of cither Sword to thee we owe ; 
Therefore on thy Right hand Religion leans. 
And reckons thee in chief her Eldeft Son. 
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XVIII. On the late Majfacher in Piemont. 


A VENGE O Lord thyflaughter’d Saints, whofe 
^ bones 


Lie fcatter’d on the Alpine mountains cold, 
Ev’n them who kept thy truth fo pure of old 
When all our Fathers worfliip’t Stocks arid Stones, 
Forget not : in thy book record their groancs 
Who were thy Shee^i and in their antient Fold 
Slayn by the hloody Piemontefe that roll’d 
Mother with Infant down the Rocks. Their 
moans 

The V^ales redoubl’d to the Hills, and they 
To Heav’n. Their martyr’d blood and allies fow 
O’re all thTtalinn fields where Hill doth fway 
The triple I’yrant: that from thefc may grow 
A hunder’d-fold, who having learnt thy way 
Early may fiy the Pabylo7iian wo. 


XJX. 

f 

\ll^riEN I confid erhow my light is fperit, 

’ " E’rc half my days, in ihis dark world and 

wide, 

And that one Talent which is death to hide. 
Lodg’d with me ufelefs, though my Soul more 
bent 

To ferve therewith'my Maker, and prefent 
My true account, leaft he returning chide, 
Doth God exaft day-labour, light deny’d^ 

I fondly afk; But patience to prevent 
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That murmur, foon replies, God doth not need 
Either man’s work or his own gifts, who bell 
Bear his milde yoak, they ferve him bell, his State 
Is Kingly. Thoufands at his bidding fpeed 
And poll o’re Land and Ocean without rcll: 
They alfo ferve who only Hand and waitc. 


XX. 

T AWRENCE of vertuoiy? Father vcrtuous Son, 
Now that the Fields arc dank, and ways are 
mire, 

Where Hiall wc.fometimes meet, and by the lire 
Help wall a fullen day; what may be won 
From the hard Scafon gaining: t:me will run 
On fmoother, till Favonius re-infpire 
The frozen earth ; and cloth in frcdi attire 
The Lillie and Kofe,that neither fow’dnor fpun. 
Vhat neat rcpall lhall feall us, light and choice, 
Of Attick tall, with Wine, whence we may rife 

To hear the Lute well toucht, or artfull voice 

1 

Warble immortal Notes and Tujkan Ayrc ? 

He who of thofe delights can judge, and fpaic 
To interpofe them oft, is not unwife. . 


XXL 

^iri?/yfCiir,whofeGrandfire on the Royal Bench 
^ Of Brittilh Themis, With no mean applaufe 
Pronounc’t and in his volumes taught ourLawes; 
Which others at their Barr fo often wrench: 
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To-day deep thoughts refolve with me to drench 
In mirth, that after no repenting drawes; 

Let Euclid reft and Archimedes paufe, 

Andwhat the Swede intend, and what the Frenclu 
To mcafure life, learn thou betimes, and know 
Toward folid good what leads the neareft way; 
For other things mild Hcav’n a time ordains, 
And difapproves that care, though wile In (how. 
That with fuperfluous burden loads the day. 
And w^hen God fenejs a cheerful hour, re. ains. 


XXII. To Mr, Cyricic Skhiner. 
Upon his Blindnefs. 




'^TRIAC this Three years day, thefe Eyes though 


clc; 


ir 


To outward view ofblemiftj or of Spot, 


Bercit of Sight, their Seeing have forgot: 

Nor to their idle Orbs doth day appear. 

Or Sun, or Moon, or Star, throiiglujut the Year ; 
Or Man, or Woman; yet I argue not 
Againft Heaven’s Hand, orW ill, nor hate one jot 
Of Heart or Hope; but ftill bear up, arul fteer 
Right onward. What fupportsme, doft thou alk,? 
The Confciencc, Friend, to have loft them over 
In Liberties Defence, my noble talk; [ply’d 


Of which all Europe rings from fide to fide. 

This thought mightlead me through thisWorld’s 
vain malk 

« 

Content, though blind, had I no other Guide. 





SONNETS, 



XXIII. 


J^ETHOUGHT I faw 

-VVJiom 


late c^oufed Saint 

Srtive, 


Rci'cYr^ 

VTinc as 

I^i^iflcatfort rn ^l^^dld Lavv .;' 

Aud%ti ^ ^ 4 ^yct- more I 

Fullin'^IIcav^cn wi 
I'ame ye&^-all in white, pure as her 
Her ^^^v/as vail’d, yet to my fa 

i a>ve, iXvt.tnefS, noodnefs, in her.; 

)o c-’ear, as in no face with more dclil 
■ . f. 

ii !t O as to ciiihradc ,-{mc (he enclifti 

\ s. ak’d, die flodj-hncl dai^^^jiglit b||j 





prCeO^ll 




f*. 


n’d 





4 t ^ 




. I;:SAL. I. Do?ie into Verfet 


^l^'. -fc 


• »... 



t r ^ 

LESS’D is the man whq hath not walk’d 
aftray-' 

In counfcl of the-wicked, .and ith’ way 

Of lyinerti hath not ftoocT, and in the feat 
• « 

Of f«pi^$i 5 §, hath not fate. But in the ercat 

’ ^ *; I ,, T 

ye/;ow4y:E^'v^is, ey^^his deliglit, 

And ih'^his day and nis^ht.. 

He fhallrJbA.aS’^.tj’C^’’'^ planted, grows , 

By watry^.ftmiEli!S;'Arid in his fcafon knows 
To yield his fruiti and his leaf ihall ndt fajl,' 


> ViT 



The Hyjnd'dri^,<ili'3t^-life Ihal^nflit/Aaod 

In judgment, or abide their tryal then, 

Nor finners in th’aflembly of juft men. 

For the Lord knows th’upright way of the juft. 
And the way of bad men to ruine muft. 
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PSAL. II. Done Aug. 8. 1653. Perzetti. 

V do the Gentiles tumult, and the Na¬ 
tions f earth upftand 

Mule a vain thing, the Kings of th’ 
With power, and Princes in their Congrega¬ 
tions 

Lay deep their plots together through eacli Land, 
AgainJt the Lord and, his Melfiah dear. 

Let us break off, fay they, by ftrength of hand 
Their bonds, and call from us, no more to wear. 
Their twilled cords : he who in Heaven dotli 
dwell 

Shall laugh, the Lord fliall fcofi'them, then feverc 
Speak to them in his wrath, and in his tell ro 
And Itcrce ire trouble them; but 1 faith hee 
Anointed have my King (though ye rcbell) 

On Sion my holi’ hill. A linn decree 
I will declare ; tlic Lord to me hatli fay’d 
Thou art my Son I have begotten tlice 
This day ; a Ik of me, and the grant is made ; 

As thy pollc^ion I on thee bellow 
Th’Heathen, and as thy conqucll to be fway’d 
Earths utmofl bounds: them lhalt thou bring full 
low 

With Iron Scepter bruis’d, and them difperfe 
Like to a potters veffel jfhiyer’d fo. 21 

And now be wife at length ye Kings averfe 
Be taught ye Judges of the earth ; with fean 
Jehovah ferve, and let your joy converfe 
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With trembling; kifs the Son leaft he appear 
In anger and ye periih in the way 
If once his wrath take fire like fuel fere. 
Happy all thofe who have in him their ftay. 

PSAL. III. Aug. 9. 1653. 

IVhcn heJh'dfrom Abfaloin. 

how many are iny foes 
How many thofe 
That in. arms atrainll: me rife 

O 

Many are tiiey 

That of my hfo diftruflfully tlius fay. 

No help for him in fiod there.lies. 

But thou Lord art my Ihield my glory, 

Thee through my florv 
Th’ exaltcr of my^ head I count 

y\loud I cry’ll 10 

Unto Jehovah, he full foon reply’d 
And heard me from his holy'^ mount. 

I lay and llcpt, I vvak’d again, 

I'or mv fullain 

* 

Was the Lord, Of many millions 
The populous rout 

I fear not though incamping round about 
They pitch againfl me'their Pavillions. 

Rife Lord, fave me my God for thou 

Haft fmotc ere now 20 

On the chcekrbone all my foes. 

Of men abhor’tl 

. Haft broke the teeth. This help was from the 
Thy blcffing on thy people flows. ['Lord; 
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PSAL. IV. Aug. 10, 16C3. 


NSWIill mo when T call 
(iocl of iny righteonfncis 
Ill ilraights and in dillrei's 
"rhou didll me dilinthrall 
And het at large; now l'j)are. 

Now pity nio, and hear my carnefl prai’r. 
Great ones how lono will vc 

O • 

Mv glory have in i'eorn 
How Iona; he thus hM-lKirn 

O 



Still to love vanit.v, i 

'I’o love, to leek, to piize 

Idlings iali'c and vain and nothing elfo but lies 


Yet know the Lord hath choi'c 
Chofe to himi'elt a part 
'rhe good and meek of heart 
(For whom to chufc he knows) 

Jehovah from on high 

Will hear mv voyee what time to him 1 ciic. 
Be aw’d, and do not I’m, 

Speak to your l^carts alone, ; 

Upon your beds, each one. 

And be at peace within. 

Offer the offerings juft 

Of rightcoufnefs and in Jehovah trud:. 

Many there be that fay 
Who yet will fliew us gcAid ? 

Talking like this worlds brood; 

But Lord, thus let me pray, 
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On us lift up the light 

Lift up the favour of thy count’nancc bright. 
Into my heart more joy 51 

And gladncfs thou haft put 
Then when a year of glut 
Their ftorcs doth over-cloy 
And from their plenteous grounds 


With vaft increafe their corn auci wine abounds 


In peace at once will I 
ilotli lay me down and flccp 
For tliou alone doft heep 

Me fafe where ere I lie 40 

in a rocky Cell 

Thou Lord alone in fafety inak’ft me dwell. 


PSAL. V. yhig. 12. 165*3, 

llOVAFI to my words give car 
My meditation waieh 
'he voyce of my complaining hear 
i\'Ty King and ( 5 od for unto thee I pray. 

Jehovah thou my early voyce 
Shalt in the morning hear 
Ith’morning I to thee with choyce 
Will rank my Prayers, and watch till thou appear. 
For thou art not a God that takes 

In wickednefs delight 10 

Evil with thee rjo biding makes 
Fools or mad men ftami not within thy fight. 

• All workers of iniquity 

Thou hat’ft; and them unbleft “ 
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Thou wilt deftroy that fpeak a ly 
The bloodi’ and fruilefiil man God doth deteft. 
But I will in thy mercies dear 
Thy numerous mercies go 
Into thy houfe ; I in thy fear 
-Will towards thy holy temple worlhip low. 20 
Lord lead me in thv rii^hteoulhels 
Lead me hccaule of thofe 
That do obferve if I tranfgrefs, 

Set thy wayes right bci'ore, where my flep goes. 
For in his faltrinrr mouth«unllablc 
No word is firm or looth 
Their infido, troubles miferablc; 

An open prave tiicir throat, their tongue thev 

fmootb. 


(b'sd, find tiicm guilty, let tliem fall 

* O pf 

By their own coimfels (piell’d ; 

Pufh them in their rebellions all 
♦ 

Still on ; f()r againfV thee they have rebell’d ; 
'T’hen all who truft in tliee lhall bring 
'Fheir joy, while tbo’.i from blame 
Defend’il them, they fli;ill ever fing 


And fhall triumjih in thee, who love thy name. 
For thou Jehovah wilt be found 


To blefs the jup; man llill, 

As with a fliicld thjCi wilt furround 
Him with thy lallin^favour and good will. +0 


N 


Op 
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PSAL. VI. At/g. 13. 1653. 


ORD in thine anger do not reprehend me 
Nor in thy hot difpieafure me corrcdl; 
Pity me Lord for I am much dejed 
Am very weak and faint; heal and amend me, 
For all my hones, that even with anguifh ake, 
Are troubled, yea my foul is troublefore 
And thou O Lord how long? turn Lord, reftorc 
My foul, O favc ine for thy raodnefs fa]:c 

- ^ O 

For in death no remembrance is of thee; 



Who in the grave can celebrate thy praife? 
Wearied I am with fighing out my dayes, 
Nightly my Couch I make a kind of Sea; 

My Bed I water with my tears; mine Fie 
Throiudi iwief confumes, is waxen old and dark 
Ith’ mid’ll of all mine enemies that mark. . 

Depart all ye (hat work iniquitic. 

Depart from me, lor thc^ voice of my weeping 
I'hc Lord hath heard, the l^ord liath heard my 


prai r 

My fupplication with acceptance fair 

7 ’}ie Lord \^d]l own, and hava me in his keeping. 
Mine enemies ihall all be blank and dalh’t .:i 
With much confafion ^^then grow red with 
(hame. 

They fhall return in halt the way they came 
And in a moment ihall be quite abaih’t. 
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PSAL. VII. Aug. r4, 1653. 

Upon tin’ ‘liwt'ils ofChwih the Benjamite -gciinfl him. 

my God to tlu;c I Hie 

{ 'li-y' r. ' 1 /■ 1 

MI ‘’avc me and Iccurc me under 

d'liy jU'otedlion while I crie 
I>eafl as a Lion (;ind no wonder) 
lie had to tear mv Soul nl'undcr 
Tearing and no relcuc nigh. 


Lv)rd my (.h)d if I have thouglit 
Or done this, if.wickednefs 
Be in n\v hands, if I have wrou;rht 
111 to him that meant me peace, 

- Or to hiu’ have render’d led, 

And not fre’d my foe for naught; 


Let th’cnemv purfue my j’oul 
/\nd overtake it, let him tread 
My life ‘lown to the eaj'fh and roiil 
In the dull jny glory de.id, 

In the dud anrj there out i’pread 
Loduc it with difhonoiir foul. 

O 

Rife Jehovah in thine ire 
Rouze thy fclf amidd the rage 
Of my foes that urge like hr«; 

And wake for me, their furi’ ad'wagc; 
Judgment here thou didd ingage 
And* command which I tjefire. 
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So th’ aflemblics of each Nation 
Will furround thee, feeking right, 

Thence to thy glorious habitation 
Return on high and in their fight. 

Jehovah judgeth moft upright 

All people from the worlds foundation. 30 

Judge me Lord, be judge in this 
According to my rightcoufnefe 
And the innocence which is 
Upon me : caufe at length to ceafe 
Of evil men the vV^ickednefs 
And their power that do amifs. 

But the juft eftablifh faft, . 

Since thou art the juft God that tries 
Hearts and reins. On God is caft 
My defence, and in liim lies 40 

In Him who both juft and wife 
Saves th’ upright of Heart at laft. 

God is a juft Judge and levcre, 

And God is every day ofthnded; 

If th’ unjuft will not forbear, 

His Sword he whets, his Bow hath bended 

Already, and for him intended 

The tools of death, that waits him near. 

(His arrow's purpofely made he 

For them that perfccire.) Behold 30 

He travels big jvith vanitie. 

Trouble he hath conceav’d of old 
< As in a womb, and from that mould 
Hath at length brought forth a Lie. 
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He dig’d a pit, and delv’d it deep, 

And fell into the pit he made, 

His mifchief that due courlb doth keep. 

Turns on his head, and his ill trade 
Of violence will undelay’d 
Fall on his crown with ruine fteep. Go 

Then will I Jehovah’s praife 
According to his jufticc rail'c 
And ling the Name and Dcitic 
Ot Jehovah the mod: high. 

PSAL. VIII. Aug. 14. 1653. 

JEIIOV^AH our Lord how wondrous 
great fthe eartli ? 

And glorious is thy name through all 

So as above the Heavens thy praife to fet 
Out of the tender mouths of lated hearth, 

Out of the mouths of babes and fucklings thou 
Had founded drength becaiife of all thy foes 

To Hint th’cncmy, and Hack th’avcngcrs brow 
That bends his rage thy providence to oppofe. 

When I behold thy Heavens, thy Fingers art, 
The Moon and Starrs which thou fo bright had 

In the pure firmament, then faith hiy heart, [fet, 
O what is man that thou remembred yet, 

And think’d upon him; or^of man begot 
That him thou vifit’d and of him art found; 

Scarce to be lefs then Gods, thou mad’d his lot, 

# ^ * 

With honour and with date thou had him 

crown’d. 
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O’rc the works of thy hand thou mad’ft him Lord, 
Thou haft put all under his lordly feet. 

All Flocks, and flerds, by thy commanding word. 
All beafts that in the field or forreft meet. zo 

Fowl of the Heavens, andFifli thatthroiigh the wet 
Sca-paths in fhoals do Hide. And know no dearth. 

O Jehovah our Lord how wondrous great 

And glorious is thy name through all the earth. 

April, 1648. J. M. 

Nine of the Pfcilws done into Metres ^i.uhercin all hut 
'whnt IS in a different Character^ are the very 
neeords of the Text, tr(inflatedfrom the Original. 

PSAL. LXXX. 


1 

IIOU Slicphcrd that doft Ifrael keep 
Give car in time of need. 

Who leadeft -like a dock of fticcp 
Thy loved Jofephs feed, 

I’hat fttt’ft between the Cherubs bright 
Iletvecen their wings oiit-fpread 
Shine forth, and from thy cloud give light. 
And on our foes thy dread 
2 In Ephraims view a^id Benjamins, 

And in Mtinaflc’s fight 10 

Awake^ thy ftrchgth, come, and be fen 
To fave us by thy might. 

___s_-_'_ 

1 Gnorcra. 
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3 Turn us again, thy grace divme 
To ns () God VGUchfafc; 

Caulc thou thy face on us to fliinc 
And tlicn vvc fhall be lafe. 


4 




Lord God of Hofls, how long wilt thou, 
How long wilt thou declare 
Thy Tinoaking wrath, ami angry hro^a 
Againd thv peoples prairc. 

Thini feed’ll them with the bread of tears. 


'^rheir bread with tears they eat, 

And niak’ll tiieiiT kirgei^' drink the tears 
IPhcrxviiii their cheeks are reet. 


20 


6 A ftrife thou niakdl us a?id a prey 

To every neighbour foe, 

Among theml'elves they daugh, they 'play. 
And diouts at us they throw. 

7 ileturn us, and thy grace diviney 

O God of Hofls vonchfafe 30 

Caufc thou thy face on us to fliine, 

And then we lhall be lale. 


8 A Vine from /I'gypt thou haft brought, 
» Thy free love made it tbinCy 

And drov’fl out Nations pnud and liaut. 
To plant (fhis lovely Vine. 

9 Thou did’fl prepare for it a place 

And root it deep and fall * 

That it began to grove apacey 
A 7 id fill’d the land at laji. 

10 With her greefi fliade that cover’d ally 
The Hills were over-fpread 


Gnafhanta. 


Shalifil. 


■* Jilgnagu. 
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Her Bows as high as Cedars tall 
Advanc'd their lofty head. 

11 Her branches on the icejicrn fde 

Down to the Sea the lent, 

And upward to that river wide 
Her other branches went. 

12 Why haft thou laid her Hedges low 

And brok’n down her Fence, 50 

That all may pluck her, as they go, 

IVith nidefl violence ? 

13 The tnjked Boar but of the wood 

Up turns it by the roots. 

While Beafts there bronze, and make their food 
Her Grapes and tender Shoots. 

14 Return now, Cod of Hofts, look down 

From Heav’n, thy Seat divine, 

Behold us, hut without a frown. 

And vilit this thy Vine. 60 

15 Vilit this Vine, which thy right luind 

Hath let, and planted lo 7 tg. 

And the young branch, that for thy fclf 
Thou haft made firm and ftrong. 

16 But now it is confum’d with lire. 

And cut with Axes do vn. 

They perilh at thy drcadfull ire, 

At fliy rebuke and frown. 

17 Upon the man of thy right hand 

Let thy good hand be laid. 

Upon the Son of Man, whom thou 
Strong for thyfclf haft made. 

i 8 So ftiall we not go back from thee 
To wayes of fin and Jhame, 
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Qmck’n us thou, then gladly wee 
Shall call upon thy Name. 

Return us, and thy grace divine 
Lord God of Hofts voiitfafe^ 

Caufe thou thy face on us to Ihinc, 

And then we lhall be fate. 80 


PSAL. LXXXI. 


O (jod our ftrength ling loud, and clear, 
Sing loud to God our King, 

To Jacobs God, that all may hear 
Loud accluhiations rin<>. 

O 

2 Prepare a Hymn, prepare a Song 

'Fhe Timbrel hither bring 
'flic chcerfull Pfaltry bring along 
And Harp vith plcafant firing, 

3 Blow, as is wont, in the new Moon 

With I’rumpets lofty found, 10 

Th’ appointed time, the day wherem 
. Our folcmn Fcaii*comes round. 

4 This was a Statute givn of old 

For Ifrael to ohfij've 
A Law of Jacobs God, to hold 

From whence they might not freerve. 

5 This he a Teftimony ordain’d 

In jofeph, }iot to change. 

When as he pafs’d through /Egypt land ; 
The Tongue I heard, was ftrange. 20 

6 From burden, and from Jlavife toyle 

I fet his fhouldcr free ; 
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His hands from pots, and mirte Jhyle 
Deliver’d were by me. 

7 When trouble did thee fore aflaile, 

On me then didft thou call, 

And I to free thee did not faiky 
And led thee out of thrall. 

I anfwcr’d thee in ’thunder deep 
With clouds encoinpafs’d round; 

I tri’d thee at the water Jlecp 
Of Meriba renowji'd. 

8 Hear O luy people, hearPn nvcll, 

1 teftifie to thee 
L’hou anlient /lock o/'Ilrael, 

If thou wilt lift to nice,* 

9 Through out the land of thy abode 

No alien God lhall be 
Nor lhalt thou to a forein God 
In honour bend thy knee. 

JO I am the Lord thy God which broug 
Thee out of ACgypt land 
Afk large enough, and I, hefoughty 
Whll grant thy full demand. 

11 And yet my people would not heat'y 

Nor hearken to my voice,; 

And Ifracl ^eohom I hv’dfo dear 
Miflik’d me for his choice. 

12 I'hen did I leave them to their will 

And to their w'andring mind ; 
Their own conceits they follow’d ftill 
Their own devifes blind. 


‘ Be Sether ragnum. 
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I 3 O that my people would be ’ivtfe 
To lerve me a// their daieSy 
And O that Ifracl would tidvife 
To walk my righteous w^aics. 

14 Then would I foon bring down their foes 

That norj jb proudly rife. 

And turn iny hand ay-ainfl all thofc 
That are their enemies. 

15 Who hate the Lord thould then be fain 

To bow to him and bend, 

But theyy his Peopley Jl'oiild reuiaiuy 
Their time Ihould have no end. 

16 And lie would feed them the jhock 

With rlovvr of hnert; wheat, 

And iatishe them from the rock 
With Honey/jr their Meat. 


PSAL. LXXXII. 



3 * 


OD in the 'great hiifembly (lands 
Of Kings and lordly States, 
"Among the gods "on both his hands 
He judges and debates. 

How long will ye "pervert the right 
With ^judgment falfe and wrong 
Favouring the wicked by your mighty 
Who thence grow bold a?idJlrong ? 
■^Regard the 'weak and fgitherlefs 
^Difpatch the '^poor mans caufe, 


^ Hagnaclath-el. 
7'ilhphetu gnavel. 


* IJckercv. 

^ Shiphtu-clal. 
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And ^raife the man in deep diftrefs 
By ■‘‘juft and equal Lawes. 

4 Defend the poor and defolate. 

And refcue from the hands 
Of wicked men the low cftatc 
Of him that help demands. 

5 They know not nor will underftand, 

In darknefs they walk on, 

The Earths foundations all are ®mcv’d 

And '’out of order gon. 20 

6 I faid that yc were Gods, yea all 

The Sons of God moft high 

7 But ye lhall die like men, and fall 

As other Princes die. 

8 Rife God, ^judge thou the earth in might, 

'Phis ^Luieked earth "redrefs. 

For thou art he who lhalt by right 
The Nations all poffefs. 

PSAL. LXXXIIL 

E not thoii filent no^d) at len'sth 

4 

O God hold not*thy peace, 

Sit not thou Hill O God of Jlrength 
We cry and do not ccafe. 

2 For lo tiiv furious foer }jg%v Twell 
And ‘llorm .putrageoufly, 

And they that hat® thee proud aiid fell 
FNalt their heads full hie. 



Hatzdiku. Jimmotu, 


' Shiphta. ^ Jehemajun. 
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3 Again ft thy people they ^contrive 

^Their Plots and Counfcls deep, 
^Them to enfnare they chieHy ftrive 
■’Whom thou doft hide and keen. 

k 

4 Come let us cut them off fay they. 

Till they no Nation be 
That Ifraels name for ever may 
Be loft in memorv. 

5 For they confult ''with all their might, 

And all as one in mind 
Themfelvcs againft theq they unite 
And in firm union hind. 

6 The tents of h'dom, and the brood 

Of fcornful Jfhmacl, 

Moab, with them of Flagars blood 
'That in the iJefijrt thcel/y 

7 Gcbal and Ammon there confpire., 

And hateful Atnalec, 

The Philiftims, and they of Tvre 
I'Vhofc hounds the Sea doth check. 

8 With them 'jreat Alshur alfo bands 

And doth confirm the knot, 

'All thef'e have lent their armed hands 

To aid tlie Sons of J.ot, * 

9 Do to them as to Midian hold 

That 'ivafled all the Coajl. 

To Sifera, and as is told 
'Thou didjl to Jabins hoajl. 

When at the brook of Kilhon old 
They uu're repuljl aif fiain^ 

^ Jagnarimu. ^ Sod. * Jithjagnatfu gnal. 

Tfephuneca. Lev jachdau. 
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I o At Endor quite cut off, and rowl’d 

As dung upon the plain. 40 

II As Zcb and Oreb evil fped 

So let their Princes I'peed 
As Zeba, and Zalmunna hied 
So let their Princes bleed. 

12 Eor they ewudft their pride have faid 

By right now lhall we feize 
Gods houles, and w/// noiv invade 
^ Their ffately Palaces. 

13 My Ciod, oh make them as a wheel 

hlo rjuiet let them find ^ 50 

Giddy and refllefs let them reel 
Like ftubble from the wind, 

14 As whefi an aged wood takes (irc 

Which on a fudden Jiraies, 

The greedy flame runs hier and hier 
Till all the mountains blaze, 

15 So with thy whirlwind them piirfuc, 

And with thy tempeff chafe; 

16 ®And till they ‘‘yield thee honour due. 

Lord fill with diaine their face. 6c 

17 Afliam’d and troubl’d let them be, 

I’roubrd and tham’d for eyer. 

Ever confounded, and lo die 
With fliame, and fcape it never. 

1 8 Then (hall they know that thou whofe name 
. Jehova is alone, 

Art the moil high, and thou the Janie 
O’re all the earth art .one. 


' Neoth Elohim bears both. 


“ They feek thy Name, Heb. 
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PSAL. LXXXIV. 


OW lovely are thy dwellings fair ! 

O Lord of HoaOs, how dear 
The plcafant Tabernaclcs arc ! 
Whe 7 ~e thou do ji divellJo ncai*. 

2 My Soul doth long and alnioft die 
Thy Courts O Lord to fee. 

My heart and flclh aloud do cric, 

O living God, for thee. 

; There cv’n the Sparrow //v’tv/ //*(?;;/ ’wro?2g 
Hath found a houle of ;\y/, 

The Swallow there, to lav her young 
Hath built her brooding nett, 

Ev’n by thy Altars Lord of Hoafts 
Phey find their jhfe abode ^ 

And home they jly from round the Coajis 
Toward theCy iMy King, my God. 

4 Happy, who in tliy houfc rciidc 

Where thee they ever praife, 

5 Happy, whofc hrength in thee doth hide. 

And in tlieir hearts thy waics. 

6 They pafs through Baca’s thirjlie Vale, 

That dry and barren ground 
As through a fruitfull Avatry Dale 
Where Springs and Showrs abound. 

7 They journey on from ftrpngth to flrength 

With joy and ghidj’om cheer 
Till all before our G(5d at length 
‘ In Sion do appear. 
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8 Lord God of Ploafts hear now my praicr 

O Jacobs God give ear, 

9 Thou God our Ihield look on the face 

Of thy anointed dear. 

10 For one day in thy Courts to be 

Is better, and more bleji 
Then hi the joyes of Vanity^ 

A thoufand dales at beJL 
I in the temple of my God 
Had rather keep a dore, 

I'hcn dwell in T^nts, and rich abode 
With Sin for evermore. 

11 For God the Lord both Sun and Shield 

Gives grace and glory brfoht. 

No eood from them diall be with-held 

O 

Whofc waics are juft and right. 

1 2 Lord God of Hoafts that raignjl on high. 

That man is truly Weft, 

Who only on thee doth relie, 

And in thee only reft. 

PSAL. J.XXXW 

' I 

IIY I..and to favour gracioufly 
'Fhou haft not Lord been Hack, 
Thou baft from hard Captivity 
Returned Jacob back. 

2 Th’ iniquity thou didft forgive 

Lhat wrought thy people woe. 

And all their Sin, that did thee grieve 
Haft hid where none Jhall know. 



1 
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3 Thine anger all thou hadft remov’d. 

And calmly didll return 10 

From thy* fierce wrath which we had prov’d 
Far worfc then fire to burn. 

4 God of our faving health and peace. 

Turn us, and us rcftore, 

'I’hine indignation caufc to ceafc 

O 

Toward us, a 7 id chide no more. 

b 

5 Wilt thou be angry without end. 

For cv^cr angry thus 
Wilt thou thy frowning “ire extend 

From age to age on us ? 20 

6 Wilt thou not ■ turn, and hear our voice 

And us again *' revive. 

That fo thy people may rcjoyce 
By thee preferv’d alive. 

7 Caufc us to fee thy goodnefs Lord, 

To us thy mercy (hew 
Thy faving health to us afford 
Aiid life in ns renew. 

8 And now what God the Lord will fpcak 

. I will go jlr a it arid 1 /car, 

I'or to his people he fpcaks peace 
And to his Saints /«// dcar^ 

To his dear Saints he will fpcak peace, 

But let them never more 
Return to folly, but furceafe 
Po trcfpafs as before. 

9 Surely to fuch as do him fear 

^ Heb. The burning heat of thy wrath. 

" Heb. Turn to quicken us. 

o 

i 
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Salvation is at hand 
And glory fhall ere long appear 

‘To dwell within our Land. 40 

10 Mercy and Truth that long 'were mifs’d 

Now joyfully are met 

Sweet Peace and Rightcoufnefs have kilVd 
And hand in hafid are ft. 

11 Truth from the earth like to a tlo-wr 

Shall bud and blolTom tlien^ 

And J ufticc from her heavenly bowr 
Look down on 'mortal men. 

12 The Lord will alfo then bellow 

Whatever thing is,good 50 

Our Land lliall forth in plenty throw 
Her fruits to be our food. 

13 Before him Rightcoufnefs lliall go 

His Royal Harbinger, 

Then will he come, and not be flow 
His footReps cannot err. 


PSAL. LXXXVI. 


I 


HY gracious car, O Lord, encline, 
O hear me I thee pray. 

For I am poor, and almolt pine 
With need, and fa i decay. 

Preferve my foul, for ^ I have trod 
Thy waics, and love the juft, 



Heb. He will fet his fteps to the way. ^ 

^ Heb. I am good-loving, a doer of good and holy things. 



PSALMS, 


^95 

Save thou thy fervant O my God 
Who jiUlm. thee doth trufl. 

3 Pitty me Lord for daily thee 

I call; 4 O make rejoyce lo 

Thy Servants Soul ; for Lord to thee 
r I lift my foul and voice, 

5 For thou art good, thou Lord art prone 

To pardon, thou to all * 

Art full of mercy, thou alone 
To them that on thee call. 

6 Unto my fupplication Lprd 

Give car, and to the cric 
Of my inee[jant praiers afford 

Thy hearing gracioufly. 20 

7 I in the day of my diftrefs 

Will call on thee /^r aid; 

. For thou wilt grant me free accefs 
And anfwcr, n.v!iat I prafd. 

8 Like thee among the gods is none 

O Lord, nor any works 
Of all that otliL-r gods have done 
Like to thy glorious works. 

9 The Nations all whom thou hall made 

Shall come, and all jhall frame 30 

To bow them low before thee Lord, 

And glorifie thy name. 

10 For great thou art, and wonders great 

By thy flrong hand are done, 

Thou in thy everlafiing Seat, 

Remainell God alon&. 

11 Teach me O Lord thy way jjiqJI right, 

\ in thy truth will bide. 
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To fear thy name my heart unite 

So Jhall it never Jlide 40 

12 Thee will I praife O Lord my God 

Thee honour^ and adore 
With my whole heart, and blaze abroad 
Thy name for ever more. 

13 For great thy mercy is toward me, 

• And thou haft frec’d my Soul 

Eev’n from the loweft Hell fet free 
From deepeji darhnefs foul. 

14 O God the proud.againft me rife 

And violent men are met 50 

To leek my life, and in their eyes 
No fear of thee have fet.* 

15 But thou Lord art the God moft mild 

Read left tliy grace to fticw, 

Slow to be angry, and art jliVd 
Moft mercifull, moft true. 

16 O turn to me thy face at lengthy 

And me have merev on. 

Unto thy fervant give thy ftrength. 

And favc thy haad-maids Son, 6c 

17 Some fi 

And let my foes then fee , 

And be aftiam’d, becaufe thou Lord 
Do’ft help and comfort me. 


gn of good to me aftord. 
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PSAL. LXXXVII. 

4 

I 

MON(t the holy PvTouiitains /iig/i 
Is his foundation fail:, 

Lhere Seated in his Sanctuary ^ 

Ills Pemple there is p/ae't. 

2 Sions /i/zr Gates the Lord loves more 

Then all the dwellings f ’airr 
Of Jacobs Ijund, though there be Jlort\ 
And all it bin his care. 

3 City of God, moll; glorious things 

Of thee abroad are fpoke ; 

4 I mention Egyj't, ^^v/iere proud Kings 

Did our forefathers yoke, 

I mention Babel to my friends, 

Philillia /;/// of fcorn. 

And Tyre with I'hhiops utmofl ends, 

Lo this jnan there was horn : 

5 Put twife that praife Jhalt in our ear 

. Be laid of Sion taji 
This and this man was born-in her, 

High God iliall fix her full. 

6 The Lord lliall write it in a Scrowle 

That nc’rc iLall be out-worn 
When he the Nations doth enrowlc 
That this man there was born. 

7 Both they who ling, and they who dance 

With facred Songs are there. 

In thee frejh brooks, and foft fir earns glance 
, Ami all my fountains clear. 
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PSAL. LXXXVIII. 

I 

ORD God that doft me fave and keep, , 
All day to thee I cry ; 

And all night long, before thee weep 
‘ Before thee projlrate lie. 

2 Into thy prefence let my praicr 
Withjighs devout afeend 
And to my cries, that ccufelcjs are. 

Thine car with favour bend. 

^ For cloy’d with woes and trouble iforc 

Surcharg’d my Soul doth lie, lo 

My life at deaths uncherful dore ■ 

Unto the grave draws nigh. 

4 Reck’n’d I am with them that pafs 

Uown to the dijmal pit 
I am a huan, hut weak alas 
And for that najiic unfit. 

5 From life difeharg’d and parted quite 

Among the dead to Jleep, • 

And like the llain i/i bloody fipit 

That in the grave lie deep. zc 

Whom thou remembereft no more, 

Doft never more rcp-ard, 

O 

Them from thy hand deliver’d o’rc 
Deaths hideous hoiife hath bardd. 

6 Thou in the loweft pit profound 

Haft let me all forlorn. 



Heb. A man without manly ftrength. 
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Where thickeft darknefs hovers rounds 
In horrid deeps to 77 iourn. 

7 Thy wrath from vohich no Jhelter fives 

Full fore doth prcfs on me; 

^Thou break’ft upon me all thy waves, 
^And all thy waves break me. 

8 Thou doft my friends from me eflrang 

And mak’ft me odious, 

Me to them odious, /i;/* they chiiiio^c. 
And I here pent up thus. 

9 Through forrow, and affliction great 

Mine eye grows dim and dead. 

Lord all the dav I thee entreat, 

My hands to thee T Ipread. 

10 Wilt thou do wonders on the dead. 

Shall the dcceaf’d arife 
And praife thee from their ioathfoiik bed 
With pate and hollow eyes ? 

11 Shall they thy loving kindnefs tell 

On whom the grave hath hold. 

Or they who in perdition dwell 
Thy faithfulnefs unfold'? 

12’ In darknefs can thy mighty hand 
Or wondrous aCis be kn*own. 

Thy juflicc in the gloomy land 
Of dark oblivion 
13 -But I to thee O J.,ord do cry 
Eire yet my life he [pent 
•And up to thee my praier doth hie 
Each morn, and thee prevent. 


# 


" The Hebr, bears both. 
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14 Why wilt thou Lord my foul forfake. 

And hide thy face from me, 

15 That am already bruis’d, and ’fliakc 

With terror font from thee ; 60 

Bruz’d, and afflidted and /« Ai:' 

As ready to expire, 

While I thy terrors undergo 
Adonifh’d with thine ire. 

16 Thy fierce wrath over me doth flow 

Thy threatnings cut me through. 

17 All day they roun 4 about me go. 

Like waves they me perfue. 

18 Lover and friend thou hafl; remov’d 

And fever’d from me far. ;o 

They Jly me novo whom 1 have lov’d, 

And as in darknefs are. 


A PARAPHRASE ON PSALM CXIV. 

This (ifid the foilo%in)ig Pfalm were done by the Author 

at fifteen years old. 

HEN the blcfl feedof Tcr^/i’^fiithfulSon, 
After long toil their liberty had won. 
And paft from Pharuin Fields to Ca¬ 
naan Ijund, 

Led by the ftrength of the Almighties hand, 
Jehovah's w^onders were in Ifracl Ihown, 

His praife and glory w as in Ifracl knowm. 



Hcb. Proe Concullioiie. 
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That faw the troubled Sea, and thivering fled, 
And fought to hide his froth bccurlcd head 
Low in the earth, Jordans clear ftreams recoil. 

As a faint Hofl. that hath receiv’d the foil. lo 

4 

The high, hugc-bellied Mountains iTcip like Rams 
• Amongit tlieir Ews, the little Hills like Lambs. 
Why fled the Ocean f And why Ikipt the Moun¬ 
tains ? [tains ? 

Why turned Jordiui toward his Chryflal b'oun- 
Shake earth, and at the pretence be agafl 
Of him that ever was, and p,y fhall lall. 

That glafly floiuis from rugged rocks can crulh. 
And make foft rills from tiery iiinc-lloncs gulh. 


PSAL. CXXXVi. 


iT us with a gladforn mind 
Prail’c the I.ord, for he is kind 
i'or his mercies ay endure. 
Ever faithfull, ever fure. 

’ Let us blaze his Name abroad. 

For of gods he is the God; 

For his, ( 3 c. 



O let us his praifes tell, 

Who doth the wrathfull tyrants quell. 
For his, C 3 c. 

Who with his miracles doth make 
Amazed Heav’n and Earth to fhakc. 

* For his, &c. 
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Who by his wifdom did create 
The painted ITeav’ns fo full of ftate. 

For his, &c. 20 


Who did the folid Earth ordain 
To rife above the watry plain. 

For his, &c. 

Who by his all-commanding might, 

Did fill the new-made world with light. 

For his, ^c. 

t 

And caus’d the Golden-trclfed Sun, 

All the day long his courfc to run. 50 

For his, &c. 


The horned Moon to fhinc by night, 
Amongft her fpangled lifters bright. 
For his, &c. 


lie with his thunder-clafping hand, 
Smote the firft-born of lamd. 

For his, &c. 


And in defpight of Pharao fell, 

He brought jrom thence his IfracL 
For, ^c. 



The ruddy waves he cleft in twain, 

Of the Eryf/ira-an main. 

For, &r. 

I 

The douds ftood ft ill like Walls of Glafs, 
While the Hebrew Bands did pafs. 

For, &c\ 


50 
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But full foon they did devour , 

The Tawny King with all his power. 
For, &c. 

H is chofen people he did blefs 
In the ^^'a^l;full Wildernefs. 

For, &c. 

In bloudy battel he brought down 
Kings of prowefs and renown. 

For, ^c. 

He foild both Sco 7 i and his hoft 
That rul’d the yh/iorrciUi coafl. 

For, &c. • 

And large -1 imb’d Og he did fubdue. 
With all his over-hardy crew. 

For, 

And to his Servant Ifracl. 

He gave their Land therein to dwell. 
I'ur, 

He hath with a piteous eye 
Beheld us^in our inilery.* 

For, &c. 

And freed us from the llavery 
Of the invading enemy. 

For, &c. 

p 

All living creatures he doth feed. 

And with full hand fupplies their need. 
For, &c. 
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Let us therefore warble forth 
His mighty Majefty and worth. 
For, &c. 

That his manlion hath on high 
Above the reach of mortal eye. 
For his mercies ay endure, 
Ever faithfull, ever fure. 


90 



Joann'is Miltoni Londinenfis 

Poemata. 


Quorum plcraquc iutra Annum jctatis 
Vigefimum confcripHt. 

(|ua: fcquuntur de Authore tcftimonia, 
tamctfi ipfc intelligebat non tarn de fe quam 
fupra fc cd'e difta, eo quod praxlaro ingenio 
viri, nec non amici ita fere folent laiidare, ut 
omnia fuis potius virtutibus, quam veritati congruentia 
nimis cupidc affingant, noluit tamen horum egrcgiam in 
fc voluntatcm non cd'c notam ; Cum alii pra-fertim ut id 
faceret magnoperc fuaderent. Dum enim nimia: laudis 
invidiam totis ab fo viribus^amolitur, (ibique quod plus 
a’quo eft non attributum cflc mavult, judicium interim 
homlnum cordatorum atque illuftfium quin fummo fibi 
honori ducat, negare non potcft. 

Joannes Baptifla Manfus, Marchio Vil- 

lenfis Ncapolitanus ad joannem 
Milton ium An glum. 

TmenSjforma^ decor^ facies, moSyfi pietas Jic, 

• Non Anglus, veriim hercle Angelus ipje fores. 
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Ad Joannem Miltonem Angliim triplici 

pocfcos laurca coronandum Grteca nimirum, 
Latina^ atquc Hetrufca^ Epigramma 
Joannis Sal fill i Romani. 

C EDE Meles, cedat dcpreffa Mincius urna ; 

Sebetus 'rafTum definat ujqiie loqui; 
yil 'I'hanicfis vUlor cunflis ferat allior undas^ 

Nam per te, Mil to, par tribus unus cril. 

Ad Joannem Miltonum. 

C '^RvECfA M.Tonidcm, fihi Roma Maronem, 

IT Anglia Miltonum jablat iitrique parem, 

Sehaggi. 

Al Signor Gio. Miltoni Nobile Inglefe. 

O O 

ODE. 

I '^RCIMl all’ Etra o CWo 

Perc/ie di jlellc intreedero corona 
Non pin del Riondo Dio 
La Fronde eterna in Pirulo, e in Elicona, 

Dienfi a merto magp^w\ maggiori i fregi, 

A' celefte virtti cclefti pregi. 

\ 

n 

Non piio del tempo cdace 
Rimaner-preda, e ter no alto valor e 
Non f>uo I' oblio r a pace 

Fiirar dalle mernorie eccelfo onore, i, 

Su r arco di mia cetra iin dardo forte 
Virtu ni addatli, e feriro la morte. 

Del Ocean profondo 

Cinta dagli ampi gorghi Anglia rifiede 
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Separate dal mondoy 

Pero che il/uo valor /’ umano eccede: 

l^iejla feconda fa produrre Eroi, 

Ch' hanno a ragion delJovriiman tra mi. 

Alla virtu Jhandita 

Danno ne i petti lor fido ricettOy 

^iclla gli e fol graditUy 

P ere he in lei Jan trovar gioia, e diletto ; 

Ridillo tUy Giovanni, e mojlra in tanto 

Con tua vera virtUy vero il mio Canto. 

Eungi dal Patrio lido 

Spinfe Zeufi /’ indujlre ardente brawn ; 

Ch' udio f/’ Helena il grido 

Con aurea trowha rinibewbar la fcimUy 

E per poierlh efigiare al paro 

Dalle pin belle Idee trajfc il priu rare. 

Coji r Ape Ingegnnja 

Trae con indiijiria ilJuo liquor pregiato 

Dal gigli0 e dalla roja, 

E quanti vaghi fori ornano il prato ; 
Formano un dolce fuon diverfe Chorde, 
E'an varie voci mcludia crucorde. 

Di bella gloria amanje 

Milton dal del nalio per varie parti 

Le peregrine piante * 

Volgejli a ricercar feienzey ed arli ; 

Del Gallo regnator ve'dejii i Kegni, 

E deir Italia ancor gl' Eroi pin degni. 

Fabro quaji divino • ' 

Sol virtu rintracciando il tuo penfero 

Vide in ogni confino 

Chi di nobil valor calca ilfentiero; 

IS ottimo dal miglior aopo feegliea 
Per fabbricar d' ogni virtu f Idea. 
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^uanti nacquero in Flora 

O in lei del parlar Tofco apprejer V arte^ 50 

Z//2 cui memoria onora 

II mondo fat la eierna in dotte carte^ 

Volejli ricercar per tuo tejoroy 
E parlajli con lor nelV opre loro. 

Nell' altera Babelle 

Ver te il parlar confufe Glove in vano, 

Che per varie favelle 

Di Je Jleffa trofeo cadde Jn'l piano : 

Ch' Ode oltr' all Anglia ilJiio piu degno Idioma 
Spagna, Francia, I’ofcana, e Grecia e Roma. 60 

/ piu profondi arc ant 

Ch' occulta la natura c in cieh e in terra 

Ch' a Ingegni fovrumani 

Tt'oppo avara tal hor gli chiude^ e ferr a ^ 

Chiaraniente conofcij e giungi al fine 

Della moral virtude al gran confine. 

Non hatta il 'Tempo V ale^ 

Fermi ft innnoto^ c in un fern: in ft gf annij 
Che di 'virtu immortale 
Scorron di troppo ingiurioft a i danni; 

Che s' opre degne di Forma e fioria 
Fur on gia^ /' hat prcfenti alia memoria. 

Dammi tua dolce Cetra 
Se vuoi ch' io dica del tuo dolce canto^ 

Ch' inalzandoti all' F.tra 
Di farti huomo celefie ottiene ilvantOy 
Il Tamigi il dira die gl' e coneefo 
Per tefuo eigne pareggiar Permejfo. 

I 0 die in riva del Arno 
Tento fpiegar tuo merto alto, e preclaro 
So die fatico indarnoy 


70 


So 
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E ad amn\irar^ non a lodarlo imparo; 

Frcno dunque la lingua^ e afcoUo il core 
Che it prende a lodar con lo Jlupore. 

Del Jig. Antonio Francini genalhuomo 

Ftoreniino. 


Joailni Miltoni Lonclinenfi. 

Juveni Patria^ virtutibus eximio, 

\ Y IRQ qiii mult a peregrinatione, jiitdio cunhia, or bis 
terrarum ioca perjpcxit, *ut nnviis Uly/Ies omnia 
iihique ab omnibus apprehcndcret. 

Roh'glollo, in cujus ore lingua jam depcrdit.c Jic revi~ 
vifeunt, lit idixnata omnia fint in ejus laudibus infaciinda ; 
El jure ca pcrcallct ul admirationes ip plaufus populortim 
oh propria Japientia excitatos, intelligat. 

, ////, cujus animi dotes corporifqiie^ fenjus ad adrniralio- 

>!c.m cominovcntj iP per ipfam mo turn caique auferiint; 
cujus opera ad plaufus liortantur., Jed venujlatc voeem lau¬ 
dator ib us adirn uni. 

Cui in Memorin totus Or bis : In Inielletln Sapientia: 
]a 'I'oluntate ardor gloria': hi ore Eloqurniie : Harmonlccs 
crelejhum Sphecravum Jonitus •Ajlronomia Dace audienii; 
CharadJeres mirabilium natiira par ^uos Dai magnitudo 
dejeribitur magiftraj'^liilojophia Icgenti; Antiquilaturn la- 
Icbras^ vetujlaiis e.xcidia, eruditionis ambages comite ajjidua 
autorum Leklione. 

Exquirenti, rejlauranti, percurrenti. 

At cur nitor in arduum ? • 

Illijn cujus virtutibus evulgandis ora Fam<s non Juffi- 
cianty nec hominumJiupor in laudandisfatis eji. Reverentia; 
(P amort s ergo hoc ejus merit is lebituni admiraiiunis tribu- 
turn offert Carolus Datus Patricius Florentinus. * 

• Panto homini fervus^ tantec virtutis amator. 



ELEGIARUM 

Liber Primus. 


Elcgia prirna ad Caroium Diodatum. 

AN DEM, chare, tuae mihi pervenere tabell 
Pertnilt & voces nuncia charta tuas, 
Pertulit occidua Dev<e Crftrenfts ab ora 
Vergivium prono qua petit amne falum. 

Multum crede juvat terras aluifle remotas 
Peftus amans noftri, tamque fidele caput, 

Qu6d([uc mihi Icpidum tellus longinqua fodalem 
Debet, at unde brevi reddere jufla velit. 

Me tenet urbs reflua quam T‘h(Wiefts alluit unda, 
Mcque nee invitum patria dulcis habet. 

Jam nec arundiferum mihi cura revifere Camum, 

Nec dudum vetiti me laris angit amor. 

Nuda nec arva placent, umbrafque negantia molles, 
Quiim male Phcebicolis convenit ille locus ! 

Nec duri libet ufque minas perferre magiftri 
Casteraque ingenio non fubeunda meo. 

Si fit hoc cxiliuin patrios adiifie penates, 

■Itt vacuum cv.ris otia grata fcqui, 

Non ego vcl profugi nomen, fortemve recufo, 

Lietus & exilii conditione fruor. 

O utinam vates nunquam graviora tuliflet 
Ille 'Toymtano flebilis exul agro ; 

Non tunc 'Jomo quicquam cefliflet llomero 




ELEGIARUM LIBER. 
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Neve forot vifto laus tibi prima Maro. 
Tempora nam licet hic placidis dare libera Mufis, 
Et totum rapiunt me mea vita libri. 

Excipit hinc fefl'um finuofi pompa theatri, 

Et vocat ad plaufus garrula fcena fuos, 

^Scu catus auditiir fenior, feu prodigus ha'res, 

Seu procus, aut pofita caflide miles adeft, 

Sivc dccennali ftecundus lite patroniis 
Dctonat inculto barbara verba foro, 

Saspe vafer gnato fuccurrit fervus amanti, 

Et aiafum rigid! fallit ubique J^atris ; 

Siepc novos illic virgo mirata calorcs 

Quid lit amor ncfcit, dum qiuKjuc iiefcit, amat. 
Sivc cruentatum furiofa 'fragmdia fceptrum 
Quaflat, & effufis ^'rinibiis ora rotat, 

Kt dolet, &c fpcftOj juvat &c fpedafli; dolendt), 
Intcrdum & lacrymis dulcis amaror ineft : 

Seu puer infelix indelibata reliquit 

Gaudia, & ahrupto flendus amore cadit, 

Seu ferns c tciiebris itcrat criminis ultor 


Coiifcia funcreo pedora torre movens, 

Sou ma-ret Pelopc'ia domus, feu nobilis Hi, 

Aut luit inceftos aula Creontis avos, 

Sed iiequc fub te^to Temper n^cc in urbe latemus, 
IiEita nec nobis tempora veris cunt. 

Nos quoque lucus liabet vicina confftus ulnu' 
Atque fuburban* nobilis umbra loci. 

Sapius hic blandas fpirantia fyflera flammas 
Virgineos videas prrjteriiflc choros. 

Ah quotics digna^ ftupui miracula forrn:^ 

Qua; poffit fenium vel reparare Jovis ; 

Ah quoties vidi fuperantia lumina gemmas, 
Atque faces quotquot volvit’uterque polus ; 
Collaque bis vivi Pelopis quae brachia vincant, 
Quajque fluit puro nedare tiiida via, 



! 




» 



212 


ELEGIARUM LIBER. 


Et decus cximium frontis, tremulofque capillos, 
Aurea qua: fallax retia tendit Amor. 

PeJlacefque genas, ad quas hyacinthina fordet 
Purpura, & ipfe tui floris, Adoni^ rubor. 

Cedite laudatas toties Heroides olim, 

Et quaicunque vagum cepit arnica Jovem. 

Cedite Achamenia turrita fronte puella:, 

Et quot Sufa colunt, Memnoniamque Ninon. 

Vos etiam Danan? fafces fubraittitc Nyiupha:, 

Et VOS lliaccCy Romukdeqne nurus. 

Nec Pompeianas Tarp'eia Mufa columnas 
Ja( 5 i-ct, & Anfoniis plepa theatra ftolis. 

Gloria Virginihus debetur prinia Brilannis, 
Extera ^:^t tibi fit foemiiia pofTe fequi. 

'Fuquc urbs Dardaniis Lo 7 idiiiiim ftruda colonis 


Turrigerum late confpiciciida caput, 

Tu nimium felix intra tua rnmnia clauclis 
(.^licquid formofi pendulus orbis habet. 

Non tibi tot cado fcintillant aflra fcreno 
Endymione^c turba niiniftra dea\ 

Quot tibi confpicirv formaque auruque puella’ 
Per mcdias radiant t'-rb:i videnda vias, 
Creditor hue gemini;. • lifle invefta columbis 
Alma pharetrigero r.iilitc^cinifta VemiSy 
III! ic Cnidon, & riguas Simonitis flumlne vallcs, 
'Iluic Paphoiiy & rbfeam poflhabitura Cypron. 
Aft ego, dum pueri finit indulgenda catci, 
Mccnia quam fubito liriquefc faufta paro; 

Et vitare procul nialefida: infamia Circes 
Atria, divini Moiyos ufus ope, 

Stat quoque j unco fas Cami remeare paludcs, 
Atque iterum raucx murmur adire Schola;. 
Interca fidi parvum cape nfiimus amici, 

. Paucaque in alternos verba coadta modos. 
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Elegia fecunda, Anno jetatis 17. 

In obitum Prceconis Academici Cantabrigienjis. 

1 ^ 1 qui confpicuus baculo fulgentc folebas 
' A Palladium toties ore ciere gregem. 

Ultima praxoii'im pra’concm te quoque {a;va 
Mors rapit, officio nec f'avet ipfa fuo. 

CaiidiJiora licet fuerint tibi tempera plumis 
Sub quibus accipimus dclituifle Jovt’m, 

O dignus tar 
Dignus in 

Dignus quem Slv^i/s medica revocaret ab undi.s 

iVrte Curonidfs, Ta'pe rogantc dea. lo 

I'll <1 juffiqs eras acies accire togatas, 

El celcr a Vheebo nuntius ire tuo, 
d^alis in lliacd ftabat Cyllcnius aula 
• Alipcs, a'there.i niiHus ab arcc Patris. 

'Palis ik Eunbates ante ora furentis Achilla 
Rettulit AtriiliC 'yx^x Icvcra ducis, 

Magna fcpulchrorum regina, fatelles Averni 
Sreva nimis Mufis, PcitUidi f-eva nimis, 

Oijin illos rapias qui pondus inutile terra’, 

Xurba quidem eft telis illrf petenda tuis. 7.0 

Veftibus hunc igitur ptillis Academ'.a luge, 

Pit madcant laclii-ymis nigra feretra tuis. 

F'undat & ipfa modos querebunda Pilegeia trifles, 
Perfonet & totis lucnia mceda fcholis. 

I 

, Elegia tertia, Anno letatis 17. 

In obitum Prafiili^ Wintonienfis. 

OESTUS eram, &: tacitus nullo comitantefedebam,' 
*Hcereb antque animo tridia plura meo, 

Protinus cn fubiit funcftie cladis Imago ' 



len ILmonio juvenefcerc fucco, 
/Elfonios vivere pofVe dies, 
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Fecit in Angliaco quam Libitina * iblo; 

Dum procerum ingrefla eflf fplendentes raarmore turres 
Dira fepulchrali mors metuenda face; 

Fulfavitque auro gravidos & jafpide muros, 

Nec metuit fatrapum fternere falce greges. 

Func memini clarique ducis, fratrifque verendi 
Intempeftivis ofla cremata rogis, jc 

fclt memini Heroum quos vidit ad asthera raptos, 

Flevit & amiffos Belgia tota duces. 

At te priccipue luxi digniflime pra^ful, 

IVintoniieo^Q. olim gloria magna tua:; 

Delicui fletu, & trifti fcfore querebar. 

Mors fera ‘Tartareo diva fecunda Joviy 
Nonne fatis quod fylva tiias perfentiat iras, 

Et quod in herbofos jus tibi detu,** agros, 

Ouodque afflata tiio marccfcant lilia tabo, * 

Ft crocus, & pulchra; Cypridi facra rofi, ■ 20 

Nec finis ut Temper fluvio contermina quercus 
Miretur lapfus pra tercuntis aqua; ? 

Kt tibi fuccumbit liquido qiue plurlma cnelo 
Evehitur pennis quamlibct augur avis, 

Et qua’ mille nigiis errant animalia fylvis, 

Et i[uod alunt mutuin Proteos antra pecus. 
invida, tanta tibi cum /It cqncc/la poteftas ; 

Quid juvat humana tingcrc ca;de mantis ? 

Nobileque in peftus'certas acuifle fagittas, 

Semideamque animam fede fugafle lua r 
Talia dum lacrymans alto fub pedtore volvo, 

Rofeidus occiduis HefpcriiS exit aquis, 

Et Partejftaco fu!,uncrl'erat cequore currum 
' Phoebus, ab cbo littore menfus iter. 

Nec mora, membra cuvo pofui refovenda cubili, 

* Lihlunci\ I'he plague that now raged in Londoriy and carried 
off 35,417 perfons. JVhitelock’s Mem. p. 2. JParton. ' 
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Coiididerant oculos noxque foporque mcos. 

Cum mihi vifus eram lato fpatiarier agro, 

Heu nequit ingenium vifa referre meuin. 

IJlic punicea radiabant omnia luce, 

Ut matutino cum juga foie rubent. 
c veluti cum pandit opes Thaumantia proles, 
Veftitu nituit multicolore folum. 

Non dea tarn ^ariis ornavit floribus hortos 
Jlcinoiy Zephyro Chloris amata levi. 

Flumina vernantes lambunt argentea campos, 
Ditior Hejpcrio flavet arena ‘■Tago. 

Serpit odorifcras per opes Jevis,aura Favoni, 

Aura Tub innunicris humida nata rofis. 

T'alis in extremis terra; Gnngetidis oris 
Luciferi rcgis fingitur erte domus. 

Ipfc raccmiferis dum dcnfas vitibus umbras 
F.t pellucentcs miror ubique locos, 

F.ccc mihi fubito Fra-Aul Wintonius aftat, 

Sydereum nitido fulfit in ore jubar ; 

Veftis ad auratos defluxit Candida tales, 

Infula divinum cinxerat alba caput. 

Dumque fenex tali incedit venerandus amidtu, 
Intremuit la;to florea terra fono. 

Agmina gemmatis plaudunt ca;ieftia pennis, 

Vura triumphali perfonat arthra tuba. 

Quifque novum amplexu comitem*cantuqut, falutat, 
Hofque aliquis placido mifit ab ore fonos; 

Nate veni, & patrii fclix cap 5 gaudia regni. 

Semper ab hinc duro, nate, labore vaca. 

Dixit, & aligeras tetigerunt nablia turqia;, 

At mihi cum tenebris aurea pulfa quics. 

Flebam turbatos Cephaleia pellice'-fomnos, 

Talia contingant fomnia fa?pe mihi. 



2 i6 


ELEGIARVM LIBER. 


Elegia qiiarta. Anno aetatis i8. 

Lhomam ^iinium praceptoremfunm, apud 
mercatorcs Anglicos Ha?nburga agentcs^ 
Pijioris munere Jungentem. 

C l UR RE per immenfum fuhit o niea Httera pontunij 
y I, pete ‘Teiitonicos la^ve per a’quot .ip:ros, 

Segnes rumpe niora.s, & nil, precor, obftct cunti^ 

Et feftinantis nil remorctur iter. 

Ipfe ego Sicanio fraenantcrai carcere vcntos 
JEobn^ & viridcs follicitabo Deos; 

Cacruleanique fuis comitatam Dorida Nympiii?, 

Ut tibi dent placidam per fua regna viam. 

At tu, fi poteris, ccleres tibi fume jugalcs, 

Vefta (piibus (blchis fugit ab ore viri. ■ lo 

Aut queis Triplokmus Scyihicas devenit in oras 
Gratus F.leufinn mifiiis ab urbe puer. 

Atquc ubi (lermanas flavere videbis arenas 
Ditis ad Ihvnhnrgs mcenia fli elc [Tradum, 

Dicitur occifo qiue ducere noineji ab IJarna, 

Cimbrica quern fertur cLava dedifl'e neci. 

Vivit ibi antiqua: clarus pietatis honorc 
J^neful Chrifticohis pafccrc doctus oves ; 

IHe quidein eft animal plufquam pars altera noftru’, 
Dimidio vita; vivere cogor ego. 20 

1 lei mihi quot pelagi, quot' montes interject 
Me taciunt alia parte carcrc niei! 

Charior ille niihi/uiam tu doiftillime C.raimu 
Cliniadi, pronepos qui 'Telamonis erat. 

Quamque Stagirites gCnerolb magnus alumn.o, 

Ouem peperit IJbyco CHcmiis alma Jovi. 

Oualis Amyntoridcs, qualis Philyreius Hcros 
Myrmtdonum regi, tabs & ille mihi. 
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Primus ego Aonios iJIo prcTCunte recefTus 

Luftrabam, & bifidi facra*vireta jugi, 30 

PierioJc^Q. haufi latices, C/wque favente, 

Cajlalio fparfi la:ta ter ora mero. 

Flammeus at fignum ter viderat arietis /Ethoriy 
Induxitque auro lanea terga novo, 

£>ifque novo terram fparfifti Chlori fenilem 
Gramine, bifque tuas abftulit Aufter opes : 

Necdum ejus licult miiii lumina pafcere vultu, 

Aut linguaL’ didces aure bibifl'e fonos. 

Vade igitur, curfuque Kunim pr.-everte fonorum, 

Quain fit opus monitis res dpcet, ipfa vides. 40 

Jnvcnies dulci euni conjuge forte fedentem, 

MuJcentem grcniio pignora chara fuo, 
j'orfitan aut veterum pra'larga volumina patruni 
Verfluitern, aut veil biblia facra Dei. 

Cceleftive aninias faturantem rcre tenellas, 


Grande faJutifcrai religionis opus. 

' CJtque folet, mulram, fit diccre cura falutem, 

-Dicere quarn decuit, fi niodo adefiet, herum. 

Ma'C quoque paulum oculos in i)umum defixa inoueflos. 
Verba verecundo fis nictnor ore loqui: 50 

5 ia;c tibi, fi tcneris vacat inter pra^lia iMufis 
Mittlt ab Aitdiaco littore fida manus. 

Acsipe finccram, quanivis lit fera, filutcm ; 

Fiat & hoc ipfo gratior ilia tibi.* 

Sera quidem, fed ^era fuir, quam cafta reccpit 
Icaris a lento Pi'tielopoia viro. 

Aft ego quid volui nianifefium tollere crimen, 

Ipfc quod ex 'omni pa^tc levare ncquit. 

Arguituf tardus nierito, noxamquc fatetur, 
kf pudet officium deferuiffe fiiuiji, 

Tu modb da veniam faflb, ve«lamque roganti, 

Crimina dimlnul, qua; patuere, folent. 

Non fcrus in pavidos rieftus diducit hiantes. 
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Vulnifico pronos nec rapit iingue leo. 

Saepe farifliferi crudelia pedora Thrads 
Supplicis ad mceftas delicuere preces. 
Extenfacque manus avertunt fulminis idus, 

Placat & iratos hoftia parva Deos. 

Jamque diu fcripfifTe tibi fult impetus illi. 

Neve moras ultra ducere pafl'us Amor. 

Nam vaga Eama refert, hcu iiuntia vcra malorum 
Ip tibi finitimis bclla tumere locis. 

Teque tuamque urbcm truculeiito milite ciiigij 
Er jam Saxonkos arma paraflt duces. 

7 ’e circum late campos pppulatur A'wvo, 

Et fata came virum jam cruor arva rigat. 
Germanifquc fuum conceflit Thracia Martem^ 

I Hue Odryfios A Jars pater cgit equos. 
Perpetuoque comans jam deflorefeit oliva, 

Fugit & acrifonam Diva perofa tubam, 

Fugit io terris, & jam non ultima virgo 
Creditur ad fuperas jufta volalTc domos. 

I’e tamen intcrca belli circumfonat horror, 

Vi vis & ignoto folus inupfque folo ; 

Et, tibi quani patrii non exhibuerc penates 
Sede peregrina quteris egcniis opem. 

Patria dura parens, & faxis fa;vior albis 
Spumca quag pulfat littoris unda tui, 

-Siccine te decet innotuos cxpoiiere fa;tu3; 

Siccine in externam ferrea cog.3 huj’num, 

Et finis ut terris quagrant alimenta remotis 
Quos tibi profpiciens miferat ipfe Deus, 
b.t qui lagta ferunt de caclo nun'tia, quiqiie 
, Quae via poft cineres ducat ad afira, docent ? ’ 
Digna quidem-ty/j^/V.E qua; vivas claufa tenebris, 
iEternaque animac dignU perire fame! 

Hand aliter vates terr« Thejhitidis olim 
PrelTit inalTueto devia tefqua pede. 
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Defertafque Arahum falebras, dum regis Achabi 
Effugit atque tuas, Sidoni^ dira, manus. «oo 

Talis & horrifono laccratus membra flagello, 

Paulus ab Aimathid pellltur urbe Cilix. 

Pifcofacque ipfum Gergejfa civis JeJum 
Finibus ingratus juflit abire fuis. 

At tu fume animoSj nec fpes cadat anxia curis 

Nec tua coflcutiat decolor ofla metus. • 

Sis etcnim quamvis fulgcntibus obfitus armis, 

Intententque tibi millia tela necem. 

At nullis vel inerme latus violabitur armis, 

Deque tuo cufpis nulla cruore bibet. no 

N^amque eris ipfe Dei radiante fub argide tutus, 

Ille tibi cuftos, & pugil ille tibi; 
l!!e Siun<e<€ qui tot fub moenibus arcis 
AJJyrios fudit nodtc filente viros ; 

Inque fugam vertit quos in Samarhuias oras 
Mifit ab antiquis prifea Bnmajeus agris, 

Terruit & denfas pavido rege cohortes, 

Aerc dum vacuo buccina clara fonat, 

Cornea pulvereum dum verberat ungula campum, 

Currus arenofam dum quatit aCbus humum, no 

Auditurque hinnitus equorum ad belJa ruentum, 
liit ftrepitus ferri, murmuraque alta virum. 

Et’tu (quod fupereft miferi) fperare memento, 

Kt tua magnanimo peAorc vinco mala. • 

Nec dubites quafJdoque frui melioribus annis, 

Atque itcriim patrios pofltr videre lares, 

‘ Sidoni'l ‘Jezebel^ the vlife of Mab^ daughter of Ethbaal, 
king of the Sidonians. IVarton. 
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Elegia quinta, Anno aetatis 20. 

In advenfnm verts. 

I N fe perpetuo Tempus rcvolubile gyro 

Jam rcvocat Zepliyros vcre tepente novos. 

' Indiiiturque brevem Tellus reparata jiiveubim, 
Jamque foliita gelu dulcc vircfcit huniMs. 

Fallor? an & nobis rcdeiint in carmina vires, 
Ingeniumque mihi munerc veris adeft ? 

Miinere veris adeft, itcrumque vigefeit ab illo 
(Quis putet) atquc aliquod jam fibi pofeit opus. 
Caftalis ante oculos, bifidumquc cacumcn oberrat, 

Et mihi Pyrenen fomnia no( 51 :e feriint. 

Concitaque arcane fervent mihi pe< 5 lora motu, 

Et furor, & fonitus me facer intus agit. 

IDcIiiis ipfe venir, video Peneide lauro 
Implicitos Cl ines, Delius ipfe venit. 

Jam mihi mens liejuidi raptafur in ardua ccrli, 
Percjiie vagas nubes corjiore liber eo. 

I’crque umbras, perque antra feror penetralia vatum, 
Et mihi fana patent interiora Deum. 
intuiturque animus foto quid .agatur Olymp'jy 
Nec tugiunt oculos TarUira ca-ca meos. 

CJviid tarn grande fonat dif ento fpiritus ore : 

(^uid parit hax' rabies, quid facer iftc furor ? 

Ver mihi, quod dedit ingenium, cantabitur illo ; 

Profuerint ifto reddita dona modo. 

\ 

jam Philomela tu',js foliis adoperta novellis ■ 
Inftituis modulos, dum filet omne nemus. 

Urbe ego, tu fylva fim'ul incipiamus utrique, 
h'.t fimul adventum veris uterque canat. 

Veris io rediere vices, celebremus honores 
Veris, & hoc fubcat Mufa perennis opus. 
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Jam fol /Ethiopas fugiens EithoniaGpxs. arv 4 , 
FIctTiit ad Ardoas aurea lora plagas. 

ECft breve nodis iter, brevis ell mora nodis opac 
I lorrida cum tenebrls exulat ilia fuis. 

Jamque Lycaonius plauftrum cailefte Routes 
Non longa fequitur feHlis ut ante via, 

Nunc etiam folitas circum Jovis atria toto 
Excubias a^itant fydera rara polo. 

Nam dolus, & caxles, &: vis cum node recertir, 
Neve Giganteum Dii timuere Tcelus. 

Forte aliquis fcopiili recubans in vcrtice pallor, 
Rolcida cann primo foie rubt^fcit humus, 

IJac, ait, hac certe caruilli node puella 
Pheebe tua, celeres qua; retinerct equos. 

Lata fuas rcpetit fyjvas, pharetranupte rcfumit 
Cynthia, 1 aicifcras ut videt alta rotas, 
id tenues poncns radios gaudere videtur 
Officium fieri tarn breve: fratris opc. 

Dcferc, Phailiis ait, thalamos Aurora feniles, 
(.^nd juvat cfFmto procubuifie toro ? 
l e manet /Eolides viridi Venator in herba. 

Surge, tuos ignes altus liymettus liabet. 

I'lava vcreculuio dea crimen in ore fatetur, 

Et matutinos ocyus urget e([uos. 

Ex*uit invifiim ’Tellus rediviva fenedam, 

Et cupit amplexus Pheebe fubirc tuos; 

Et cupit, & digna ell, quid enim formofius ilia, 
Pandit ut omniferos luxuribfa finus, 

Atque Arabian fpirat niefles, & ab ore veniillo 
Mitia cum Paphiis fundit amoma rqfis. 

F’cee coronatur facro frons ardua luco, 

Cangit ut Idaam pinea turris Opim; 

Et vario madidos intexit florfi capillos, 

Floribus & vifa eft pofle r-iacere fuis. 

Floribus elFufos ut erat '• ^lita capillos 
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Tenarb pl^cuit diva Sicana Deo, 

Afpice Phxbe tibi faciles hortantur amores, 

Mellitafque movent flamina verna preces. 

Cinnamed Zephyrus leve plaudit odorifer ala, 
Blandttiafquc tibi ferre videntur aves. 

Nec fine dote tuos temeraria quxrit amores 
.Terra, nec optatos pofcit cgena toros, 

Alma falutiferum medicos tibi gramen in afu" 

Prsebet, &c hinc titulos adjuvat ipfa 
Quod fi te pretium, fi te fulgentia tangunt 
Munera, (muneribus faepe cocmptus Amor) 

Ilia tibi oftentat quafcunqiie fub a-quore vafto, 

Rt fuperinjccftis montibus abdit opes. 

Ah qiioties cum tu clivofo fefilis Olympo 
In vefpcrtinas pra'cipitaris aquas, 

Cur te, inquit, curfu lanf',uentein Vhtvbe diurno 
Ilejpertis recipit Cicrnla mater aquis ? 

Quid tibi cum 'Tcthy ? Quid cum ‘Tartejfide 1 \ mjih.l, 
Dia quid immundo perluis ora fido ? 

Frigora Phccbe mea melius captabis in umbra, 

Hue ades, ardentes imbue rore comas. 

Mollior egclida venict tibi fonmus in herba, 

Hue ades, &. gremio lumina pone me<>, 

Quaque jaces circum mulcebit Icne fufurran. 

Aura per humentes corpora fuCi rolas. 

Nec me (credo mihi) torrent itmelcia fata, 

Nec Vh'detonteo fumidus axis quo; ‘ 

Cum tu P/uvbe tuo fapientius uteris igni. 

Hue ades & gremio lurnina pone meo. 

Sic Tellus lafeiva fuos fufpirat amores; 

J lklatris inexeniplum caitera turba ruunt. 
he etenim toto currit vagus orbe Cupidoj 
Languentefque fovet foUs ab igne faces. 

Infonuere novis lethalia cornua nervis, 

Trifte micant ferro tela corulca novo. >oo 
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^uid nifi vina, rofafquc racemiferunique Ly.eum 
Cantavit brevibus THa Mufii niodis^ 
Pindaricofque inflat numeros I'eumefius Evan, 

Et rcdolet fumptum pagina quajque morum, 
Dum gravis everfo currus crepat axe fupinus, 

Et volat Eleo pulvcre fufciis'eques. 
Quadrinioque niadens l.yricen Romanns (accho 
Dulce canit/P/ya’/'w/, flavicoinaniquc Chloen.* 
Jam <]uoque lauta tibi generofo menfa paratdf 
Mentis alit Vires, ingcniutnqiic fuvet. 

Maflica fcrcundatu derpuniant pocula venam, 
Pundis & ex ipfo condita metra cado. 

Addinius his artes, I'uhnrKjue per intima Phxhtm 
Corda ; favent uni Bacchus, Apollo, Ceres. 
Scilicet hand inirurn tarn dulcia carmina per te 
Numine compofifo tres pepLa-ifle Decs. 

Nunc quocpie Threffa tlbi ca;lato barbitos auro 
Infonat arguta niollitcr iila inanu ; 

Auditiirque chelys fufpeiifa tapetia circum, 
Virgineos tremula qua; regat arte pedes. 

Ilia tuas liiltem teneanf fliciilacula Muflis, 
jLt rbvoccnt, quantum crapiila pellit iners. 

Crede mihi dum jifallit ebur, comitataque plec^trum 
Implet odoratos feila chorea thoios, 

Pe>'cipics taciturn per pei 5 loi^l ferpere PJuihum, 
Ouale repentinus pcrmcat olTii c:;lor; 

Ptrque pud lares ticulos dig'tumque ibnanteni 
Irruet in totos lapfa ‘ 77 /<?/M,finus. 

Namque Elcgia levis multorum cura deorum eft, 
Et vocat ad numeros i'^uemlibet ilia fuos; 

Liber atleft elcgisj AV^/sque, CVwque,* ^V^w/que, 
Erf cum purpurea matre. tenellus^ Amor. 

Talibus inde licent convivia larga poetis, 

Sfcpius & veteri commadui/Te mero. 

At qui bella ^efert, & adulto fub J<roe ccclum, 


O. 
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Heroafquc pios, femidcofque duces, 

Et nunc fanda canit fuperum confuka deorum, 

Nunc latrata fcro regna profunda cane, 

Illc quidem parce Samii pro more magiftri 

Vivat, & innocuos pncbcat herba cibos ; Ca 

Stet propc faginco pcUucida lympha catillo, 

Sobriaque c puro pocula fonte bibat. 

* Additur fmic fcclerifquc vacans, & carta juventus, 

Kt rigid! mores, fine labe manus. 

(.^lalis verte nitens facr.i, &c lurtralibus undis 
Surgis ad infcnfos augur iturc Deos. 

Hoc ritu vixiflc ferunt port rapta fagacem 
Luniina '■Tirefuin^ hinon^ 

Et lare dcvoto profugum Calchanta, fcnemque 

Orphcon edomitis fola per antra feris ; yo 

Sic dapis exiguiis, rtc rivi potor Tlomerus 
Dulichitim vexit per freta loiiga vinim, 

Et per Monrtrificam Perjei.v'' Phcebadis aulam, 

I'.t vada fa’inineis infidiol'a fonis, 

Perque tuas rex ime domos, ubi fanguino nigro 
J)icitur umbrarum dctiiiuilTe greges. 

Diis ctenirn facer ert vates, divunujiie ficerdos, 

Spirat & occukum pedtus, he ora Joveni. 

At tu f ([uid agam, fcitaberc (fi modb filtem 

Ertc putas tanti nofccrc liquid agam) go 

Paciferuin canimus c.?;,Ierti feminc regem, 

Eaurtaque facratis fvcula pad>'i libris, 

Vagitumquc Dei, & rtaluila.ntem paupcrc tcdlo 
Qui fuprema fuo cum patre regna colit. 

Stelliparumque polum, modulantefque aethere turmas, 

Et fubito elilos'^ ad fiia fans Deos. 


' Perfeia] CIrcc was the daughter of the fun, and as feme fiy, 
ef Hecute. Ov. Met. vii. 74. Rem. Amor. 263. IVartm. 
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Dona quidem dedimus Chrijli natalibus ilia 
Ilk fub aurdram lux mihi prima tulit. 

Tc quoqua pre/Ta manent patriis meditata cicutis, 
Tu mihi, cui recitcm, judicis inftar ei‘. 


Elegia Icptjma, Anno a^tatis undcvigelimo. 


\TONDLJM blanda tuas leges Amathi^'ia nurani, 
Et Paphio vacuum pectus ab igne fuit. 

Saepe cupidincas, puerilia tela, kgittas, 

At(pjc tuum rprevi niaxime,»numen. Amor. 

'J’u pucr imb^Iles dixi rransfige columbas, 
Conveniunt tenero rnollia btdla duci. 

Aut de paireribus twmidos age, parve, triumplios, 
Ha’c flint militia- digna trophica tiia;; 

In genus Inunanum quid inania dii igis arma ? 

Non valet in fortes ifta pharetra viros. 

Non tulit hoc Cyprius, (neque cnim Dcus ullus ad 
Promptior) &c duplici jam ferns igne calct. 

Ver erat, & fumma’ radians per culniina villa- 
Attulerat prirnam lux tibi Jlaie diem : 

At mihi adhuc refugam qua:n-baiit lumina noAcrn 
Ncc matiitinum fuftinuer/; jnbar. 

Allat Amor Icflo, pii^tis Amor impiger alis^ 

Prodidit aftantem mota pharetra'Deum : 

Prodidit & facies, & dulcc minantis ocelli. 

Ft quicquid puero, dignum 6 c Aniorc fuit. 

Talis in aitcrno juvenls'' 4 Vi^<?/«j' Olympo 
Mifcct amatori pocula plena Jovi; • 

Aut qui formulas pellexit ad ofcula nymphas 
■/ hiodamaHt^us Naiade raptus Jfylas; 

Addidcratque iras, fed & has decuilTe putares, 
Addideratquc truces, nec iine felle minas, 

Et m,ifcr exemplo fapuilTes tutiiis, inquit, 


If' 


iras 
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^ Nunc mea quid poflit dextera teftis eris. 

Inter & expertos vires numerabere nofl-ras, 

Et faciam verb per tua damna fidcm. 

Ipfc ego fi nefcis ftrato Pythone fuperbum 
Edomui Phojhim^ ccflit & illc mihi; 

Et quoties memlnit Peneidos, ipfe fatetur 
Certius ^ cravius tela nocere rnea. 

Me nequit addudtum ciirvare peritius arcum, 

Qiii port terga folet vincere Parthrn eques. 

Cydomup\\\c mihi cedit venator, & ille 
Infcius uxori qui necis author erat. 

P./l etiam nobis ingens quoque virtus Ormiy 
IIercule<(;c[UQ. manus, Herculeu/i\\ic comes. 

"Jupiter ij^fe licet fua fulmina torqueat in me, 
Ha'rebunt lateri fplcula noftra Jovis. 

C'tftera qina; dubitas melius mea tela llocebiint, 
b’t tua non leviter corda petenda mihi. 

Nec te ftulte tua' potcrunt defendere Mufa^, 

Ncc tibi Phivbxus porriget angiiis opem. 

Dixit, aurato quatiens mucrone fagittam, 

Evolat in tepidos Cypridos ille finus. 

At mihi rifuro tonuit ferns ore minaci, 

Et mihi de puero non metus ullus erat, 

Et modo t]ua noftri fpatiantur in urbe d^iiriies 
Et mode villarum proxim'a rura placent. 

d'wrba frequens, facivquc finiillima turba dcarum 
Splendida per medlas itque r •dltque*via.s. 

Audaque luce dies gemino- fulgore corufeat, 

Eallor ? an &: radios bine quoque Phirh'is habet. 

Ida-c ego non fu^i fpceTiacula ginta feverus, 
.Impetus St quo me fert ju/cnilis, agor. 

Lumina luminibus mjle providus obvia mill 
Neve oculos potui contiiuiille mcos. 

Unam forte aliis fupereminuifle notabam, 
Principium noftri lux erat ilia mali. 


3 ° 
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Sic I'enus optaret mortalibiis ipfa viderij 
Sic regina Deurn confpicienda f'uit. 

Hanc menior objecit nobis malus ille Cupidoy 
Solus & hos nobis texuit ante dolos, 

Nec procul ipfe vafer latuit, multaique figittie, 

Et facis a tergo grande pependit onus. 

Xcc mora, nunc ciliis ha-fit, nunc virginis ori, . 
Infilit hinc labiis, infidct inde genis; 

Et quafcunque agills partes jaculator obewat, 
i lei inihi, mille locis pcftus inerine ferit, 

Protinus inl'oliti fubierunt corda furores, 

Uror amans intus, flaMiinaqwc totus cram. 

Interea miferd qua; jam mihi fola placebat, 

Ablata eft oculis non reditura meis. 

Aft ego progrecliortacite querebundus, cv excors, 
bt dubius volui f;epe referre pedem. 

Mndor, 6 c luec remanet, fequitur pars altera votum, 
Raptaque tarn fubito gaudia Acre juvat. 

Sic dolet amifllim proles Junonia ccclum, 
inter 1 xmniacjs pra;cipltata focos. 

'I'aiis & abreptum folem refpexit, ad Orctm 
Vetftus ah attonitis jlmpbiiiraus equis. 

Oiiid faciam infelix, 6 c luCru viclus, amores 
Nec licet inceptos poneiv, neve lequi. 


O utin 
Vultus 


inam IpeCtare feme! mihi detur .lm;itO'^ 
iltus, 6 l conyn triftia verba lo.joi ! 


Forfitan & duro non eft adamantc creata, 
E’orte nec ad noilras furdeat ilia prcces. 
Crede mihi nullus ftc infeliciter arfit, 

Ponar in cxemplo primus 6 c unus ego. 
Par^e precor teneri cum fis Deus ales amoris, 
Pugnent officio nec tua faCfta tud. 

Jam tuus O certe eft mihi formidabilis arcus, 
Nate dea, jaculis nec minus igne potens : 
Et twa fumabunt noftris altaria donis, 
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. Solus & in fuperis tu mihi fiimmus eris. 

Demc meos tandem, verum ncc dcme furores, 
Nefeio cur, niifer eft fuaviter omnis amans : 

Tu modo da facilis, poftharc mca ftqua futura eft, 
Cufpis amaturos figat ut una duos. 


H AiQ ego nicnte olim ];eva, ftudioque fupino 
Ncquit?.o pofui vana tropha-a niea. 
Scilicet ahreptum fc me malus impulit error, 
Indocilifquc mtas prava magiftra fuir. 

Donee Soerntuos umbrofa' ylcademia rivos 
Privbuit, admiflum dedocuitquc jugum. 
Protinus extineftis ex illo temjjore flanimis, 

Cln( 5 ta rigent niulfo pedfora noftni gelu. 

Unde fuis frigus nietuit puer ipfe Sagiltis, 
bit Diomedeam vim timet ipfe Vevus. 
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In Proditionem Bombard icam. 

• 9 

* 

UiVJ finiul in rfgcm nupcr fatraivafquc A';'- 

amrjs 

Aufus cs infandum pcrfide i'o.uxe ncfas, 
Bailor ? an ' 6 c mitis voiuifti cx parte videri, 
l^t pcnfare mala cum pietatc fcelus ; 

Scilicet hos alti niiHurus ad atria cadi, 

Sidphurco curru flatnmivolifque rotis. 

Oualitei- illc feris caput inviolabile Parcis 
Liquit "Jordanios turbine raptus agros. 

. In c?indcm. 

S ICCINE tcutafti cailo donrifle "j'dcPbiini 
Qua! feptemgemino Beliia monte latcs ? 

Ni mcliora tuum poterit dare munera numen, 

Farce precor donis irffidiofa tuis. 

Ille quidem fine te confortia ferus adiVit 
Aftra, ncc inferni pulveris ufus ope. 

Sic potius fffidos in caelum j'lplle cucullos, 

Et quot habet brutos Roma profana Decs, 

Namque hac aut alia nifi quemque adjuveris arte, 

CVede mihi caeli vlx bene fcandet iter. 



10 
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I 

In candem. 


P URGATOREM anim« derifit Idcobus ignem, 
lit fine quo fuperfim non adeunda domus. 
Trenduit hoc trina monftrum Latiale corona 
Movit & horrificum cornua dcna minax. 

Et nec inultus ait temnes mea facra Rritahne^ 
Supplicium forcta relligione dabis. 

Et fi ftclligeras unquam penctraveris arces. 

Non nifi per flammas trifte patebit iter. 

O quani i'unefto cccinifti proxin^a vero, 

Verbaque ponderibus vix caritura fuis ! • 

Narn prope Tartareo fublime rotatus ab igni 
Ibat ad a*thereas umbra perufia plagas. 


In eandcm. 


Q UEM niod<> Ro'/nti i'uis dcvoverat impia diris, 
Et tlamnarat ’■V.cnarioque finu, 

triune vice mutata jam tollerc geflit ad aftra, 

Et ciipit ad fiipcros evchere ufque Dcos. 


In inventoreni Bom bardii^. 

T yJPJb'AIONJDEiil laudavit cscca vytullas, 

Qui tulit -.ethcrcain Iblis ah axe facem ; 

At mihi major erit, qul lurida creditin' arnia, 

Et trifidum fulmen fuiripuifle Jovi. 

Ad Leonora m Romas canentem, 

I 

A NGELUS unicuique fiius (he credite gentes) 
Obtigit aithereis ales ab erdinibus. 

Quid mirum ? Leonora tibi fi gloria major. 
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Nam tua pr^fentem vox fonat ipfa Deum. 

Aut Deus, aut vacui certc mens tertia cceli 
Per tua fecreto guttura ferpit agens; 

Serpit agens, facilifque docet mortalia corda 
Senfim immortal! aflliefcere pofle fono. 

Ouod fi cundla quidem Deus ell, per cumSaque fufus 
In te una, loquitur, cxtora mutus habet. 


Ad eandem. 

\ LTERA “Torquatum^ cepit^/^ro/wm Poctam, 
Cujus ab infano ccHit amore lurcns. 

Ah mifer ille tuo quanto feliciiis a:vo 
Perditus, propter te Leonora foret! 

Kt re Picriu fcnfilTet voce canentem 
Aurea rnaterna: Ilia moverc lyra', 

Ouamvis Dirc,co torlifllt lumina Pcnthco 
Sa'vior, aut totus dcfipuifl'et iners, 

7'u tamen errantes ccuca vertigine fenfus 
V^occ eadem poteras compofuifle tuii; 

Kt poteras a;gro fpirans Tub corde qiiietem 
Flexanimo cantu rcdituiirc fi!)i. 


Ad candem. 

C '^REDULA quid liquidanj Sirena Nenpoli 
Claraque Parthempes fana /Icheloiados, 
Littoreamque tua defun^lam Naiada ripa 
Corpora Chalcidico facra dedifle rog(5 ? 

Ilia <]pidem vivitque, &c amoena ‘Tibridis unda 
Mutavit rauci murmura PfiuftUpi. 

Illic Romulidum ftudiis ornata fecundis, 

Atque homines cantu detinet atque Deos. 
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In Salmafii Hundrcdam. 

Q UIS expedivit Salmafio fuam Hundredam^ 
Picamque docuit verba noflra conari ? 
iviagifter artis venter, et Jacobei 
Centum, exulantis vifcera marfupii regis. 

Quod fi dolofi fpes refulferit nummi, 

Ipfe, Antichri^i modo qui primatum Papr' 
Minatus uno eft diftipare fufflatu, 

Cantabit ultro Cardinalltium melos. 


In Salmafinm. 

AUDETE fcombri, et quicquid eft piftium falo, 
J Qui frigida hyenie incolitis algentes freta! 
Veftrum mifertus ille Salmajlus Eques 
Bonus, amicire nuditatcm cogitat; 

Chartacque largus, apparat papyrinos 
Vobis cucLillos, praiferentes Claudii 
Infignia, nomenque et decus, Salmajii : 

Geftetis ut per omne cetarium forum 
Equitis clientes, fcriniis mungentium 
Cubito virorum, et capfulis, 'gratiflimos. . i 

G ALLI ex concubitu gravidam te,' Pontia, Mori^ 
Quis bene moratam, morigeramque neget ? 


Apologiis de Ruftico & Hero. 

ft ^ 

_ # 

R USTICUS ex Malo fapidiflima poma quotannis 
.Legit, & urbano Ie6la dedit Domino : 

Hie incredibili fru(flus dulcedine Captus 
Malum ipfam in proprias tranftulit areolas. 
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Haftenus ilia ferax, fed longo debills aevo, 

Mota folo afluetOj protinus aret iners. 

Ouod tandem ut patuit Domino, fpe lufus inani, 
Damnavit celeres in fua damna manus. 

Atque ait, Heu quanto fatius fuit ilia Coloni 
(Parva licet) grato dona tuliffe animo ! 

PolTem Ego avaritiam frcenare, gulamque voraoem : 
Nunc periere mihi & foetus &c ipfa parens. 


Ad Chriftinam Succonim Rcginam 
• nomine Cromwelli. 

B ELLIPOTENS vIrgo, feptem regina trionum, 
Chrijlina, Arfloi lucida llella poll! 

Cernis, quas merui dura fub cafilide rugas, 

Utquc fenex armis impiger ora tero ; 

Invia fatorum dum per veftigia nitor, 

Exequor ct populi fortia jullii manu. 

Aft tibi fubmittit frontem reverentior umbra: 

Nec funt hi vultus regibus ufque truces. 



Sylvarum liber. 

( 

Anno aetatis i6. In obitum Procancel- 

Jarii medici. 

ARKRF, fati difcitc Icgibus, 

Manufque Parca jam date fupplicesj 
Qui pendulum telluris orbem 
lapeti colitis nepotes. 

Vos fi relicflo mors vaga Ticnaro 
Semel vocarit flebilis, hcu mora‘ 

Tentantur incalTum dolique; 

Per tenebras Stygis ire ccrtum eft. 

Si deftinatam pellere dextcra 

Mortem valeret, non ferns Hercules ic 

Ncfli venenatus cruorc ' 

, yEmathid Otld. 

Nec fraude turpi Palladis in -Ida; • 

Vidiflet occifum Ilion Ihtiora, ant 
Ouem larva Pelidis peremit 
Enfe Locro, Jove lacrytriante. 

Si trifle fatum Verba Ilecaicia 
Fugare poflint, ‘Pelegoni parens ‘ 

Vixiflet infamis, potentique 

yEgiali foror ufa virga. zc 

Numenque trinum fallere fi queant 
Artes medentum, ignotaque gramina, ' 
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Non gnarus herbarum Machaon 
Eurypyli cecidiflet hafta, 
Laefiflet & nec te Philyreie 
Sagitta echidnse perlita fanguine, 

Nec tela te fulmenque avitum 
Ctefe puer genitricis alvo. 
Tuque O alutnno major Apolliney 
Gentis .togata: cui regimen datum, 
Frondofa quern nunc Cirrfia luget, 
Et mediis Helicon in undis, * 
Jam pra^fuifl'es Palladio gregi 
La*tus, fuperftes, nec fine gloria, 

Ne? puppe luftrafles 'Charontis 
Horribiles barathri receflus. 

At fila rupit Perjephone tua 
Irata, cum te viderit artibus 
Succoque pollenti tot atris 
Faucibus cripuilTe mortis. 
Colende prafes, membra precor tua 
Molli quielcant cefpite, & ex tuo 
Crefcant rofie, calthasque bufto, 
Purpureoque hyacinthus ore. 

Sit mite de te judicium JEaci, 
Subrideatque /Ein<ra Prqferpina^ 
Interque felices j^ercnnis 
Itlyfio fpatiere campo.. 



4^ 


In quintum Novcmbfis, Anno aetatis 17. 

» 

J AM pins extrema veniens I'acobus ab ardto 
Teucrigenas populos, latcque patentia regna 
Albtonum tenuit, jamque inviolabile. foedus - 
Sccptra Caledoniis conjunxerat Anglica Scotis: 
Pacificufque novo felix divefque fedebat 
In fojio, occultique doli fecurus &c hoftis: 
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Cum ferus ignifluo regnans Acheronte tyrannus, 
Eumenidum pater, asthcreo vagus exul Olympo, 
Forte per immenfum terrarum erraverat orbem, 
Dinumerans fceleris focios, vernafque fideles, 
Participes regni poft funera moefta futures ; 

Hie tempeftates medio ciet acre diras, 

Illic unanimes odium ftrult inter amicos, 

Armat Sc inviftas in mutua vifeera gentesi; 
Regnaque olivifera vertit florentia pace, 

Et quoicunqueVidet pur® virtutis amantes, 

Hos cupit adjicere iniperio, fraudumque magifter 
Tentat inacceflum fceleri corrumpere pe<5lus, 
Infidiafquc locat tacitas, caflefque iatentes , 
Tendit, ut incautos rapiat, feu Cafpia "Tigris 
Infequitur trepidam deferta per avia pr®dam 
Nodle fub illuni, & fomno nidlantibus aftris. 
Talibus infeftat populos Summanus^ Sc urbes 
Cinftus c®rule® fumanti turbine flamma\ 

Jamque fluentifonis albentia rupibus arva 
Apparent, Sc terra Deo diledta marino, 

Cui nomen dederat quondam Neptunia proles 
Amphitryoniaden qui non dubitavit atroeem 
iEquore tranato furiali pofeere bcllo. 

Ante expugnat® crudelia fecula Trout. 

At fimul hanc opibufque & fefta pace beatam 
Aipicit, Sc pingues donis Cerealibus agros, 
Quodque magis doluit, venera..tem nuinina veri 
Sandta Dei populum, tandem fufpiria rupit 
Tartareos ignes Sc luridum olentia fulphur. 

Qualia Trinacrid trux ab Jove claufus in Mina 
Efflat tabifico monftrofus ab ore Tiphwus. 
ignefeunt oculi, ftridqtque adamantinus ordo 
Dentis, ut armorum fragor^ idaque cufpide cufpis. 

Summanus] i. e. Pluto. Ov. Faft. vi. 731. iP’ur 


1 
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Atque pererrato folum hoc lacrymabile mundo 
Inveni, dixit, gens haze mihi fbla rebellis, 
Contemtrixque jugi, noftraque potentior arte. 

Ilia tamen, mea fi quicquam tentamina poHunt. 
Non feret hoc impune diu, non ibit inulta, 
Hadtenus; & piceis liquido natat acre pennis; 

• Oua volat, adverfi prajcurfant agmine venti, 
Denfantur nub^, & crebra tonitrua fulgent. 

Jamque pruinofas velox fiiperaverat alpcs, 
iLt tenet Aujonite fines, a parte finiftra * 
Nimbifer Appenninus erat, prifeique Sabini^ 

Dextra veneficiis infamis Hetruria, nec non 
Te furtiva 'Tib/is Thetidi videt ofcula danteni; 
Hinc Mavortigence confiftit in arce 
Reddiderant difbiam jam fera crepufcula lucem. 
Cum circumgreditur totam I’ricoronifer urbem, 
Panificofque Deos portat, fcapulifque virorum 
Evehitur, prEceunt fubmiflb poplite reges, 

• Et mendicantum feries longiflima fratrum ; 
Cereaque in manibus geftant funalia ca.'ci, 
Cimmeriis nati in tenebris, vitamque trahentes. 
Templa dein multis fubeunt lucentia Uedis 
(Vefper erat facer ifte Retro) fremitufque canentum 
Stepe tholos implet vacuos, & inane locorum. 
Qualiter exululat Bromius^ Bromik\uQ. caterva, 
Orgia cantantes in Echionio AracyntJiOy 

Dum tremit attoritus vitreis AJopus in undis, 

Et procul ipfe cava refponfat supe Citharo7i. 

His igitur tandem folenni more pera(5lis, 

Nox fenis amplexus F^rekf taciturna reliquit, 
Pra;cipitefque impellit equos ftimulante’flagelio, 
Caplwm oculis Lyphlontay 7V'/(?/<3;7f///«/f;7;quc,ferccem 
Atque Acherontao prognatam patre Siopen 
Torpidam, & hirfiitis horrentem Phrica capillis. 
Interea regum domitor, Phlegetontius ha:res. 
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Ingreditur thalamos (neque enim fecretus adulter 
Producit fteriles molli fine pellice nodles) 

At vix compofitos Ibmnus claudebat ocellos, 

Cum niger umbrarum dominus, redtorque filentum, 
Praedatorque hominum falfa fub imagine tedtus 
Aftitit, aflTumptis micucrunt tempora canis, 

Barba finus promifia tegit, cineracea longo 
Syrmate* verrit humum veftis, pendetque,cucullus 
Vertice de rafo, & ne quicquam defit ad artes, 
Cannabco lumbos conftrinxit func falaces. 

Tarda feneftratis figens veftigia calceis. 

Tails uti fama eft, vafta Francijcus eremo 
Tetra vagabatur folus pdr luftr'a ferarum, 

Sylveftrique tulit genti pia verba falutis 
Impius, atque lupos domuit, Lybicojc^t hones. 

Subdolus at tali Serpens velatus dmidlu 
Solvit in has fallax ora execrantia voces; 

Dormis nate ? Ktiamne tuos fopor opprimit artus ? 
Immemor O fidei, pecorumque oblite tuorum ! 

Dum cathedram venerande tuam, diademaque triplex 
Ridet Uyperboreo gens barbara nata fub axe, 
Dumquc pharetrati fpernunt tua jura Britnnni: 

Surge, age, furge piger, Latins quern Cif/ar adorat, 
Cui rcferata patet convexi janua ca^li, 

Turgentes animos, be faftus'frange procaces, 
Sacrilegique fclant, tua quid maledidtio poflit, 

Et quid Apoftolicas poflit cuft^dia cla\{js; 

Et memor Hefperia disjedi;am ulcifccre clafiem, 
Merfaque Iberorum lato vexilla profundo, 
Sandtorumque cruci tot corpord^fixa probrofe, 
Ihermodooniea nu'per regnanie puella. 

A‘t tu fi tenero mavis torpefeere ledto , 

Crefcentefque negas fiofti fontundere vires, 

Fyrrhenum implebit numerofo milite pontum, 
Signaque Aventim ponet fulgentia colle : 
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Relliquias veterum franget, flammifque cremabit, 
Sacraque calcabit pedibus tua colla profanis, 

Cujus gaudebant foleis dare bafia reges. 

Nec tamen hunc bellis & aperto Marie lacefTes, 
Irritus ille labor, tu callidus utere fraude, 

Qua;llbet hasreticis difponcre retia fas eft ; 

Jamque ad confilium extremis rex magnus ab oris 
Patricios vocstf, & procerum de ftirpe creates. 
Grand®vofque patres trabea, caiiifc]!® verendos ; 
Hos tu membratim poteris confpergere in auras, 
Atque dare in cineres, nitrati pulveris igne 
Aidibus inje^to, qua convenere, fub irnis. 

Protinus ipfc; igitur quo/cunque habet Anglia fidos 
Propofiti, faflique mone, quifquamne tuorum 
Audebit fumihi non jufta faceftere Pap®. 
Perculfofque metu lubito, cafumque ftupentes 
Invadat vel Gallus atrox, vel f®vus Iberus. 

•S®cula fic illic tandem Mariana redibunt. 

Tuque in belligcros iterum doniinaberis Anglos. 

Et nequid timeas, divos divafquc fecundas 
Accipc, quotque tuis cclebrantur numina faftis. 
Dixit adfcitos ponens malefidus amicftus 
Kugit ad infandam, rcgnum illa-tabile, Lcthcn. 

Jam rofea Eoas pandens I’ithonia portas 
Vieftit inauratas redeunti liiminc terras; 

M®ftaque adhuc nigri deplorans funera nati 
Irrigat ambrofiis»montana cacumina guttis ; 

Cum fomnos pepulit ftellat®.janitor aul® 
Noifturnos vifus, & fomnia gmta revolvens. 

Eft locus ®terna fept;us caligine nodtis 
Vafta ruinofi quondam fundamina tcdfi, 

Nifnc torvi fpclunca Phoni, Prodqt®que bilinguis 
EfFera quos uno peperit Difcordia partu. 

Hie inter c®menta jacent pneruptaque faxa, 

Ofla inhumata virum, & trajedta cadavera ferro ; 
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Hie Dolus intortis femper fedet ater ocellis, 

Jurgiaque, & ftimulis armata Calumnia fauces. 

Et Furor, atque viac moriendi mille videntur, 

Et Timor, exanguifque locum circumvolat Horror, 
Perpetuoque leves per muta filentia Manes, 

Exululant, tellus & fanguine confeia ftagnat. 150 

Ipfi etiam pavidi latitant penctralibus antri 
Et Phonos, & Prodotes, nulloque fequenre per antrum 
Antrum horrens, fcopulofum, atrum feralihus umbris 
DifFugiunt fontes, & retro lumina vortunt, 

Hos pugiles Roma per fecula longa fideles 
Evocat antiftes Babylonius^^ atqup ita fatur. 

P'inibus occiduis circumfufum incolit aequor 
Gens exofa mihi, prudens natura negavit 
Indignam penitus noftro conjungere mundo : 

Illuc, fic jubeo, celeri contendite greflu, 160 

Tartareoque leves difflentur pulvere in auras 
Et rex &: pariter fatrapa*, fcelerata propago 
Et quotquot fidei caluere cupidine verre 
Conlilii focios adhibete, opcrifque miniftros. 

Finierat, rigid! cupide paruere gemclli. 

Interea longo fledtens curvamine ccelos 
Delpicit jetherea dominus qui fulgurat arce, 

Vanaque perverfc ridet conamina turban, 

Atque fui caufam populi volet ipfc tueri. 

Efle ferunt fpatlun>, qua diltat ab Afide terra 170 
Fertilis Europe^ & fpedat MareoAdas ufidas ; 

Hie turris pofita eft Titanidos ardua Famae 
lErea., lata, fonans, rutilis vicini^r aftris 
Quam fuperimpofitum vel Athos^v^X Pelion OJfa 
MJlIc fores aditufque patent, totidemque feneftrae, 
Amplaque per tenues .tranflucent atria muros; ' 


^ * ‘Titanidos Fam(e\ Fame is the After of two of the Titans, 
Mn. iv. 179. JVarton, 
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Excitat hie varies plebs agglomerata fufurros; 

Qualiter inftrepitant circum mulftralia bombis 
Agmina mufearum, aut texto per ovilia junco, 

Dum Canis seftivum cceli petit ardua culmen iSo 

Ipfa quidem fumma fedet ultrix matris in arce, 

\uribus innumeris cindlum caput eminet olli, 

Oueis fonitum exiguum trahit, atque levifTima captat 
Murmura, ab extremis patuli confinibiis orbis. 

Nec tot Arirtroride fervator inique juvenca; 

Ifidos, immiti volvebas lumina vultu, 

Lumina non unqiiam tacito nutantia fomno, 

Lumina fubjcdlas late fpeeftantia terras. 

Iftis ilia folet Joca luce carentia faipe 

Perluftrare, etiani radianti impervia foli. 190 

Millenifque lotljuax auditaque vifaque Unguis 

Cuilibet efFundit tcmcraria, veraque mendax 

Nunc minuit, modo confidtis fermonibus auget. 

Sed tamcn a noftro meruifti carmine laudes 


I-i'ama, bonum quo non aliud veracius ullum, 
Nobis digna cani, nec te memorallc pigebit 
Carmine tarn longo, fervati fcilicet Angli 
Officiis vaga diva tuis, tibi reddimus a;qua. 

Te Deus a^ternos motu qui temperat ignes, 
Fulmine prsmifl'o alloquitur, terraque tremente: 
Kama files ? an te latet impia Papiftarum 
Conjurata cohors in mcque meofqus Britafuios, 
Et nova feeptrigero ca;des meditata Idcoho: 

Nec plura, ilia ftatim fenfit mandata Tonantis, 
Et fatis ante fugax ftridentes i.nduit alas, 

Induit & variis exilia corpora plumis; 

Dextra tubam geftat 'lemef^eo ex sere fbnoram. 
Neemorajam pennis cedentes ren^igat auras, 
Atque parum eft curfu celerea prasvertere nubes, 
Jam ventos, jam folis equos poll terga reliquit: 


Et primo Angliacas folito de more per urbes 


200 


ZIO 
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Ambiguas voces, incertaque murmura fpargit, 
Mox arguta doles, & deteftabile vulgat 
Proditionis opus, nec non fafta horrida dtftu, 
Authorefque addit fceleris, nec garrula csccis 
Infidiis loca ftrudla filet; ftupuere re’latis, 

Et pariter juvenes, pariter tremuere puellac, 
EfFa;tique fenes pariter, tantaeque ruinae 
Senfus ad a:tatem fubito penetraverat omtJeni 
Attamen interea populi mlferefcit ab abo 
Ailthereus pater, & crudelibus obftitit aufis 
Papicolum ; capti poenas raptantur ad acres ; 

At pia thura Deo, & grati folvuntur honores; 
Compita la'ta focis geniafibus omnia fumayt; 
7 'urba chores juvenilis agit: Quintoque Novembris 
Nulla Dies toto occurrit cclebratior anno; 


Anno retatis 17. In obitum Prjefulis 

Elienlis. 

A DHUC madentes rore fqualebant genae, 

Et ficca nondum lumina; 

Adhuc liquentis imbre lurgebant falis, 

^uem nuper^efFudi plus, 

Dum moefta charo jufla \ erfolvi nogo 
Wintonienfis pracfuljs. 

Cum centilinguis Kama (proh Temper mali 
Cladifque vera nuntia) 

Spargit per lirbes divitis Britannice^ 

Populofque Neptuno fatos, i 

Ceflifie morti, & fen;eis fororibus 
Te generis humani decus, 

Qui rex facrorum ilia fuifti in infula 
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Quas nomen Anguilla^ tenet. 

Tunc inquietum pe< 5 lus ira protinus 
Ebulliebat fervida, 

Tumulis potentem fepe devovens dcam ; 

Nec vota Nafo in Ibida 
Concepit alto diriora pedtore, 

Gr^/«/que* vates parcius 20 

Turpem Lycambis execratus eft dolum, 

Sponfamque Neobolen fuam. , 

At ecce diras ipfe dum fundo graves, 

Et imprecor neci necem, 

Audifte tales vldeor»attomtus fonos 
I.eni, fub aura, flamine : 

Ciccos furores pone, pone vltream 
Bilemque &• irritas minas, 

Ouid temere violas non nocenda nuniina, 

Subitoque ad iras percita. ■ ',0 

Non eft, ut arbitraris elufus mifer, 

M-ors atra Noblis filia, 

Erebove patre creta, five Erinnye, 

Vaftove nata Tub Chao: 

Aft ilia cx'lo inifta ftellato, Dei 
Mefies ubique colligit; 

Animafque mole carnea recondinis 
In luccni & auras evocat: 

Ut cum fujraces excitant Ilora.- dicii: 

Themidos Jo-vtfe^Q filia:; 4® 

Et fempiterni ducit ad vultus patris; 

At jufta raptat i^pios 
Sub regna furvi ludcuofa Tartan^ 


Anguilla:'\ * fo called its abundance of eels. 

IVarton. 

Graiusi Archilochus. IVarion. . 
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Sedefque fubterraneas 
Hanc ut vocantem laetus audivi, cito 
Fasdum reliqui carcerem, 

Volatilefque fauftus inter milites 
Ad aftra fublimis feror: 

Vates ut olim raptus ad ccelum fenex 

Auriga currus ignei, 50 

Non me Booth terruere lucidi 
Sarraca tarda frigore, aut 
[’’ormidolofi Scorpionis brachia. 

Non enfis Orion tuus. 

Praetervolavi fulgict. folis*globum, 

Longequc fub pedibus deam 
Vidi triformem, dum coercebat fuos^ 

Fra-nis dracones.aureis. . 

Erraticorum fyderuni per ordiiies. 

Per ladcas vchor plagas, ' 60 

Velocitatem fa;pe miratus novam. 

Donee nifentes ad fores 

Ventum eft Olympi, 6 c rcgiani Chryftallinam, & 
Stratum fmaragdis Atrium. 

Sed liic tacebo, nam quis eftari queat 
Oriundus humano patre 
Amosnitates illius loci, mihi 
Sat eft in letcrnum frui. 


Natviram non pati Icnium. 

H EU quam perpetuis erroribus adta fatifeit 

Avia mens bominum, tenebrifq; immerfa profundis 
O/idipodioniam volvit fub pedore notilem! 

Qu® vefana fuis metk'i faifta deoriim 
Audet, & incifas leges adabiante perenni 
Aflimilare fuis, nulloque folubile ftcclo 
Confilium fati perituris alligat horis. , 
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Ergone marcefcet fulcantibus obfita rugis 
Naturae facies, & rerum publica mater 
Omniparum contradta uterum fterilefcct ab ajvo r 10 
Et fe fafla fenem male certis paflibus ibit 
Sidereum tremebunda caput ? num tetra vetuftas 
Annorumque seterna fames, fqiialorque fitufque 
SIdera vexabunt ? an & infatiabile Tempus 
Efuriet Cselunr, rapietquc in vifcera patrem ? 

Heu, potuitne fuas imprudens Jupiter ar^es 
tfoc contra munifle nefas, & tcrnporis ifto 
Exemi/Te malo, gyrofqiie dedifl'c perennes ? 

Ergo crit ut quandoque ibiio dilapfa trcmendo 
Convexi tabitlata ruant, atque obvius idfii 20 

Sfridat utenjuc polus, fufieraque ut Olympius aula 
Dccidat, horribilifque retedla Gorgone Pallas. 

Oualis in Aigtcam proles Junonia Lemnon 
Deturbata facro cccidit de limine ca;li. 

Tu cpioque Pheehe tui cafus imitabere nati 
I^raL’cipiti curru, fubitaque ferere ruina 
Ib'onus, he extindta fumabit larnpade Nereus, 

Et dabit attonito feralia fibila ponto. 

Tunc etiam aerci divulfis fedibus ILetn 't 
DilTultabit apex, imoque allifa barathro 5'^ 

Terrebunt Stygium deje(il:; Ceraunia Direm 
In fuperos quibus ufiis erat, fraternaque bA--!la. 

At pater omnipotens fundatis fortius aiiris 
Confuluit rerum fumma;, certoque peregit 
Pondcre fatorum lances, atque oidine fummo 
Singula perpetuum juflis fervarc tenorem, 

Volvitur hinc lapfu mundi rota prlma,diunio; 

Raptat he ambitos focia vcrtiginc c.elos. 

Tardior baud folito SaturnuSj he acer ut ollm 
Fulmineum rutilat criftata callide Mavors. 40 

Floridus aeternum Phoebus juvenile corufeat, 

Nec^fovet efFcetas loca per dcclivia terras 
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Devexo temone Deus; fed femper arnica 
Luce potens eadem currit per figna rotarum, 

Surgit odoratis pariter fortnofus ab Indis 
iEthereum pecus albenti qui cogit Olympo 
Mane vocans, & ferus agens in pafcua coeli, 

Temporis & gemino difpertit regna colore. 

Fulgetj qbitque vices alterno Delia cornu, . 
Cjeruleumque igncm paribus compledtitur* ulnis. 

Nec variant elepienta fidem, folitoque fragore 
Lurida perculfas jaculantur fulmina rupes. 

Nec per inane furit leviori murmurc Corusy 
Stringit & armiferos asqu^H hoi;'-ore Gelonos 
Trux Aquilo, fpiratque hyemem, nimbofqiie volutat. 
Utque folet, Sictdi diverbcrat ima Pelori 
Rex marls, & rauca circumftrepit a:q,'Jora concliu 
Oceani I’ubiceUy nec vafta mole minorem 
A.ga;ona ferunt dorfo Balearica cete. 

Sed neque Terra libi fa^cli vigor illc vetufti 
Prifcus abeft, fervatque I'uum Niirciffus odorcm, 

Et pucr ille fuum tenet & puer ille decorem 
Pheebe tuufque & Cypri tuus, nec ditior olim 
'I'erra datum fceleri celavit montibus auruiu 
Confeia, vel fub aquis gemmas. Sic denique in xvuni 
Ibit cun^tarum ferics juftiflima rerum, 

Donee flamma orbem populabitur ultima, late 
Circumplexa polos, it vafti culmina crli; 

Ingentiquc rogo flagrabit maclnna muncii. 


De Idea Platonica quemadmodum 
Ariftotcles intcllcxit:. 


D ICITE facrorum prae^ides nemorum dea;. 
Tuque O noveni perbeata numinis 
Memoria mater, qua’que in immenfo procul 
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Antro recumbis otiofa i^Cternitas, 

Monumenta fervans, & ratas leges Jovis^ 

Caelique faftos atque ephemcridas Deum, 

Quis ille primus cujus ex imagine 
Natura folers finxit humanum genus, 
j!?Dternus, incorruptus, cequscvus polo, 

Unufque &^univerfus, exemplar Dei ? 10 

Hand ille Paliadis gemellus innuba,* 

Interna proles infidet menti Jovis; 

Sed quamlibet natura fit communior, 

Tamen feorfus extat ad morem unius, 

Et, mira, certo flrlngitur fpatio loci; 

Seu fempiterwus ille fyderum comes 
Cseli pererrat ordines decemplicis, 

Citimumve tefris incolit Lunae globum : 

Sive inter animas corpus adituras fedens 
Obliviofas torpet ad Lethes aquas : 20 

Sive in remota forte terrarum plaga 
Incedir ingens hominis archetypus gigas, 

Et iis tremendus erigit celfum caput 
Atlante major portitore fyderum. 

Non cui profundum ciucitas lumen dedit 
Dirc^us augur vidit hunc alto finu' 

Non hur.c filenti nodlc Pltiiones^ nepos 
Vatum fagaci pra;pcs oftendit choro; 

Non hunc facerdos novit yljjyrius,*\\c(tt 

Longos vetufti ^ommemorct atavos A 7 ;//, 30 

Prifcumque Belon, inclytumque Ofirldcm. 

Non ille trino glonofus,nomine 

Ter magnus Hermes (ut fit arcani fciens) 

Talem reliquit TJidis cultoribus. 

Aftu perenne ruris Academi decys 

• _ _ 

^ Pleioncs] Mercury. Ov. HcroUL xv. 62, Metam. ii. 743. 
Faji^, V. 83, 663. IVarton. 
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(Hare monftra fi tu primus induxit fcholis) 
Jam jam pdetas urbis exules tu® 
Revocabis, ipfe fabulator maximus, 

Aut inftitutor ipfe migrabis foras. 


. Ad Patrem. 

I 

N unc mea Pierios cupiam per peclora fontes 
Irriguas torquere vias, totumque per ora. 
Volvere iaxatum gemino de vertice rivum ; 

Ut tenues oblita fonos audacibus alis 

4 « 

Surgat in officium venerandi Mufa parentis.* 

Hoc utcunque tibi graturn pater optime carmen 
Exiguum meditator opus, nec novitnps ip/i 
Aptius a nobis qu® podunt muncra donis 
Refpondere tuis, quamvis nec maxima poffint 
Refpondere tuis, nedum ut par gratia donis 
Efle queat, vacuis qu®. redditur arida verbis. 

Sed tamen ha:c noftros oftendit pagina cenfus, 

Et quod habemus opum charta numeravimus ida, 
Qu® mihi funt nulla;, nid quas dedit aurea Clio 
Quas mihi femoto fomni peperere fub antro, 

Et nemoris laureta fieri ParnaJJides umbr®. 

Nec tu vatis opus divinum dcfpice carmen, 

Ou(? nihil ®thercos oKus, & femina ca;li. 

Nil magis humanam commendat origine?' mentem, 
Sandla Promethea retinens Vclligia flamm®. 

Carmen amant fuperi, treinebundaquc Tar tar a carmen 
Ima ciere valet, divofque ligare profundos, 

Et triplici duros Manes adamante cocrcet. 

Carmine fepofiti retegwnt arcana futuri 
PheebadeSy & tremul® pallefitcs pra Sibyll® ; 

Carmina facrificus folennes pangit ad aras 

Aurea feu fternit motantem cornua taurum; , 
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Seu cum fata fagax fumantibus abdita fibris 
Confulit, & tepidis Parcam fcrutatur in extis. 

Nos etiam patrium tunc cum repetemus Olympum, 3c 
i^ilternasque morae ftabunt immobilis asvi, 

Ibimus auratis per casli templa coronis, 

Dulcia fuaviloquo fociantes carmina plcdlro, 

Aftra qulbys, geminique poli convexa fonabunt. 

Spiritus & rapidos qui circinat igneus orbesj 
Nunc quoque fydercis inteixinit ipfe choreis 
Immortale melos, & inenanabile carmen ; 

I'orrida dum rutilus compefeit /ibila ferpens, 

Demiflbque ferox gladiy man/iiefcit Orion; 
vStellarum nec fentit onus Maiirnfius Atlas. 40 

Carmina regales cpulas ornare folebant. 

Cum nondum liixys, vaftirque immenfa vorago 
Nota gula.‘, &: niodico fpuniabat coena Lya.'o. 

Turn de more fedens fcfta ad convivia vates 
AifLulcd intonfos redimitus ab arbore crincs, 

Heroumque adlus, imitandaque gefta canebat, 

Et chaos, & pofiti late fundamina mundi, 

Reptantefque Deos, & alentes numina glandes, 

Et nondum Mtneo qinefitum fulmen ab antro. 

Denique quid vocis modulamen inane juvabit, 50 

Verborum lenfufque vacans, numerique loquacis? 
Silveftres decet ifte choros, non Orphea cant us, 

Qui tenuit fluvios &, quercubus addidit aurcs • 
Carmine, non cithara, fimulachraque functa canendo 
Compulit in lacrymas ; habfet has a carmine laudes. 

Nec tu purge precon facras contemnere Mulas, 

Nec vanas inopefque puta, quarum jpfe peritus 
Munere, mille fonos nuraeros componis ad aptos, , 
JVfillibus & vocem modulis variate canoram 
Dodtus, Artonit merito fis nbminis ha,-res. 

Nunc tibi quid mirum, fi me genuifle poetam 
Cowtigerit, charo fi tarn prope fanguine jundli 


60 
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Cqgnatas artes, ftudiumque affine fequamur ; 

Ipfe volcns Phcebus fe difpertire duobus. 

Altera dona mihi, dedit altera dona parent!, 
Dividuumque Deum genitorque puerque tenemus. 

Tu tamen ut fimules teneras odifle camoenas, 
Non odifle reor, neque enim, pater, ire jubebas 
Qua via lata patet, qua pronior area lucri, , 
•Certaque condendi fulget fpes aurea niimnii: 

Nec rapis ad leges, male cuftoditaque geiui^: 

Jura, nec infulfis damnas clamoribus aures. 

Sed magis excultam cupiens ditcfcere mentem. 

Me procul urbano ftrepltu, feceffibus altis 
AbducSum Aonia jucunda per otia ripae * 
Phct'bao lateri comitcm finis ire beatum. 

Officiuni chari taceo commune parcntjs, 

Me pofcunt majora, tiio pater optime fumptu 
Cum mihi Romulea patuit facundia linguae, 

Et Latii veneres, & (ju.e JovU ora clecebant 
Grandia magniloquis data vocabula GraiiSy 
Addere fuafiili quos jaftat Gallia flores, 

Et qiiam degeneri novus Italus ore loquelam 
Fundit, Barbaricos teftatus voce tumiiltus, 

Qua:que PaLcJiinus loquitur myfteria vates. 

Denique quicquid habet cesium, fubjetftaque ccelo 
Terra parens, terrxque & coelo interfluus acr, 
Quicquid &: unda tegk, pontlque agltabile marmor, 
Per te nofle licet, per te, fi nofl'e libebit.* 

' Dimotaque venit Ipedlanda feientia nube, 

Nudaque confpicuos inclinat ad aTcula vultus, 

^Ni fugifle velim, ni^ fit libafle moleftum. 

I, nunc, confer opes quifquis malelanus avitas 
Auftriaci gazas, Peruamc[UQ regna pra^optas. 

Quae potuit majora pater trfbuifle, vel ipfe 
JupiteVy excepto, donaflet ut omnia, ccelo ? 

Non potiora dedit, quamvis & tuta fuiflent. 
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Publica qui juveni commifit lumina nato 
Atque Hyperionios currus, & fracna diei, 

Etcircum undantem radiata luce tiaram. 

Ergo ego jam dodtae pars quamlibet ima c iterva; 
Vidlrices liederas inter, laurofquc fedebo, 

Jamque nec obfcurus populo mircebor inerti, 
Vitabuntqiie oculos veftigia noftra profanes. 

Efte procul vigiles curfc, procul efte querelas, 
Invidiaeque acies tranlverfo tortilis hirquo, 

Sieva nec anguiferos extende Calumnia ridtus ; 

In me trifle nihil feediflima turba poteftis, 

Nec veftri fum juris ego^ fecuraque tutus 
Pedlora, vipereo gradiar fublimis ab idlu. 

At tibi, chare pater, poftquam non a-'qua merenti 
PofTe referre datur^ nec dona rependere fadbis. 

Sit memorafle fatis, repetitaque munera grato 
Percenfere animo, fida:que reponere menti. 

Et VOS, O noftri, juvenilia carmina, lufus. 

Si modo perpetuos fperare audebitis annos, 

Et domini fuperefle rogo, lucemquc tueri, 

Nec fpiflb rapient oblivia nigra fub Oreo, 

Forfltan has laudes, decantatumquc parentis 
Nomen, ad exemplum, fero fervabitis a;vo. 


Pfalm CXIV. 

I SpaijX ore Tra/J'ef, or uy'ku^ (puX 

AlyvTTTov AtVe f^ccpjSocpcCpajvoVj 

\ / •*v >f vr / 'f-' 

A?; Tore fjLOVvov tvjv otriov ytvog vieg louoct’ 

’El/ ^eog XotoTcri Kpei'cov 0x(n'Xevey. 

Er^e, IvTpo'Tral'/iv (puyotS ep^uTjtrs^ ^uXaca-cra 
KvpLotrf elxvf/tvv, po^luf oS £«/» 

Ipog ^lop^ccvijg ttotI apyvpoBiSex Tnjy^v, 

’Ej6 S* opeoi (TKapOpLoTcriv dTretpt<rix xXovbovto, 
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ycpio] (r(pptyoca)^TBg evrpa(pepct) bv dXm. 

n ^ / N»/ / 9 ' 9*/^ 

tiuioTepui 0 ufjLoc TTCccrott uvucyciprriarocp BpiTTVui^ 

Ukoc TTocpoci (Tvpiyyi tpiAr vtto pLyjrBpt upveg. 

TtTTTe (rvy\ ocivd d^dXucro'x^ ^riXcop (pvyocS" ^^^coyi<rocg; 
KvfzuTi BiXvptevTi podicp ; t/ dp" Bg'v(pBXi^9ijg 

«T N »T V ’ * ' 

Ipog lopoxv^i TTori ccpyvposidBx TT^y^jv; 

Tittt^ opBoc^ <ncoc^pLOt(rip dirBipicriot ycXauBBcdB^ 
rflg xpiOl o~(ppiyocopreg etirpacpepw su dXcov ; * 

BocsoTBpcci rl S dp v^fiBg ctpua'Kipri^<rocT Bp^’rvut^ 

Oios TTccpoci (Tvpiyyt dtto pc^i^TBpi cipvsg ; 

Se/eo, rpsii(roc. ^eoi/ pteydx bv^t^ttbovtoc^ 

TaToc^ -S'eov rptl^so" vTTOirov^cref^u^ ^Icrcrajc/^ac?, 

’'Of re 7 ^ BTC (TTriXd^cov TTorocf^ovg yee pcoppcvpcvrocg^ 
Kpi^PTjv r’ ccBuuov TTSTpr^g diro Sa.^pvoBa'a'v,g. 


10 


20 


Philofophiis ad regcni quendam qui cum 

ignotum & infontem inter rcos forte captum 
infciiis damnaverat t^v aTr) ’^avaru 
TTopavof^avog, hacc fubito niifit. 


ii aya, ei oAecr^f rov BvvofJiov, o\)ob riv oevopcov 
^Bivov oXcag ^pdcrupToCj (TG^pcorctrov l(r9t Kdpyjvov 
^?7litiu}g aipeXoio, to (J* u^Bpov oiu9t voriCBig^ 
•Ma 4 ^i^/ci;f up* BTTBiTU reov r/pof ^upiov o^upyj^ 

T oiov^* Ejc TToXiog irapitovufjt.ov uXyx^ oXaTc^ag. 


In Effigiei ejus Sculptorem. 

'AfAxQet yaypatp^xi %£<pt Tijv^e fxav etxova 
Oa/^f Ta% av, irpog al^og aiirotpue? (iXaTim’ 

Toy (5" MrvTFUTov oujc aTFiyvovrag., (ptXot, 

TiXure (petuXa Sva-ptlixripice. ^uy^cc<pis. 
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Ad Salfillum poetam Romanum segro- 

tantem. 

SCAZONTES. 

O MUSA greflxim qua* volens trahis claudum, 
f^ulcamiK[ue tarda gaudes inceflu, 

Nec fentis illud in loco minus gratum, 

Quam ciim decentes flava D'eiope furas * 

Alternat aureum ante Junonis Icdlum, 

Adefdum &; hx*c s’is verba" pauca Salftlk 
Refer, camentja noftra cui tantum eft cordi, 

(^uamque illc magnis pra^tulit immerito divis. 

Ha:c ergo aluifinus^ille Londini Milto^ 

Diebus hifee qui fuum linquens nidum 10 

Polique tradlum, (peftinius ubi ventorum, 

Inla,mentis impotenfque pulmonis 
Pernix anhela fub Jove exercet flabra) 

Venit feraces Llali foli ad glebas, 

Vifum fuperba cognitas urbes fama 
Virofque doda-que indolem juventutis, 

Tibi optat idem hie faufta multa Saljille, 

Habitumque i'efTo corpori penitus fanum ; 

Cui nunc profunda bilis infeftat rencs, 

Prascordiifquc fixa damnofum fpira*. * 20 

Nec id pepcrcit Impia quod tu Romano 
Tam cultus ore Lejhimn condis melos. 

O dulce divum munus, P falus llebes 
Germana ! Tuque Phosbe morborum terror 
Pythone ctefo, five tu magis P^ean 
Libenter audis, hie tuus facerdos efl:. 

Querceta I'anni, vofque rore vinofo , 

Colies benigni, mitis Evandri fedes, 

Siq^id falubre vallibus frondet veftris. 
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Levamen asgro ferte certatim vati. 30 

Sic ille charis redditus rurfum Mufis 
Vicina dulci prata mulcebit cantu. 

Ipfe inter atros emirabitur lucos 
Numa, ubi beatum degit otium feternum, 

Suam reclivis Temper Mgeriam fpedans. 

Tumidufque & ipfe Hbris hinc delinitus 
, Spei favebit annuas colonorurn : • 

Nec in fcpulchris ibit obfcflum reges 
Nimium finiftrd laxus irruens loro : 

Sed fra?na melius tcmperabit undarum, 

Adufque ciirvi falfa regna Pdrlumni. 

Manfus. 

Joannes Baptijia Manfus Marchio Villcnfis vir ingenii laude^ iiau 
literarum Jludio^ nec non & hellica virtute apud halos clarus in 
primis eft. Ad quern Torquati Taft dlahgus cxtat dc Amicitiu 
fcriptus; erat enim Taffi amicijfimus \ ah quo etiam inter Can,- 
pania principes celehratur^ in illo poemate cui tltulus Gerufa- 
lemme conquiftata, lib, 20. 

Fra cavalier magnanimi, c cortefi 

Rifplende il Manfo- * 

Is authorem Ncapoli cominorantem fumma benevolentia profrcutu: 
cfty multaquc ei detulit humanitatis offtcia. Ad hunc itaquc 
hofpes ille antequam ah ca urhe difcederety ut nc ingratum fe often- 
deret, hoc carmen tnifA, 

I 

quoque Manje tuae meditantur carmina laudi 
Pierides^ tibi Manje chor^o notiflimc Phcvhi^ 
Quandoquidcm ille alium baud aequo eft dignatus honore, 
Poft Gain cincres,* & Mecanatis Hetrufei, 

Tu quoque fi noftrae tantum valet aura Cammhe^ * 
Viftrices hederas inter^ laufofque fedebis. 

Te pridem magno felix concordia Ta£o 
Junxlt, & JEternis infcripfit nomina chartis, 
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Mox tibl dulcUoquum non infcia Mufa Marinum 
Tradidit, ille tuum did fe gaudet alumnum, lo 

Dum canit AJfyrios diviim prolixus amores ; 

Mollis & Aujonias ftupefecit carmine nytnphas. 

Ille itidem moriens tibi foli debita vates 
Ofla tibi folij fupremaque vota reliquit. 

Nec manesjiietas tua chara fefellit amici, 

Vidimus arridentem operofo ex asre poetam. 

Nec fatis hoc vifum eft in utrumquc, &,nec pia ceftant 
Officia in tumulo, cupis integros raperc Oreo, 

Qua potes, atque avidas Parcarum eludere leges; 
^Vmborum genus, & varja ful; forte peradam s& 

Deferibis vitnin, jnorefque, & dona Minervj:; 
iftimulus illius Mycalen qui natus ad altam 
Rettulit Aioln vitjyTi facundus llomeri. 

Ergo ego te CUus & magiii nomine Pheehi 
Manje pater, jubeo longum falvere per a:vum 
Miftus Hyperboreo juvenis peregrinus ab axe. 

Nec tu longinquam bonus afpernabere mufam. 

Qua; nuper gelidii vix enutrita fub Ardo 
Imprudens Italas aufa eft volitare per urbes. 

Nos ctiam in noftro modulantes flumine cygnos 30 

Credimus obfeuras nodis fenfifte per umbras, 

Oua ’•Thetmefis late purls apgenteus urnis 
Oceani glaucos perfundit gurgite crines. 

Quin & in has quondam pervenit 'Tityriis oras. 

Sed neque nos genus incultum, ncc inutile Phivbo, 

Qua plaga fepteno mundi fulcata Trione 
Brumalem patitur longa fub node Booten. 

Nos etiam colimus Pheebmn, nos muiiera Pheebo 
P'laventes fpicas, & lutea mala caniftris, 

Halantemque crocum (perhibet nki vana vetuftas) 40 
Mifimus, & ledas Druidum*de gente ahorcas. 

(Gens Druides antiqua facr's operata deorum , 

H^a'oum laudes imitandaque gefta canebant) 
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Hinc quoties fcfto cingunt altaria cantii 
Delo in herbofa Grata de more puella; 

Carminibiis lastls memorant Corineida Loxo, 
Fatidicamque Upin, cum flavicoma Hecaerge 
Nuda Caledonio variatas peftora fuco. 

F'ortunate fenex, ergo quacunque per orbcm 
Torquatl decus, &c nomen celcbrabitur ingens, 50 

daraque perpetui fuccrefcet flima Marini.^' 

Tu quoque in oi;a frequcns venics plauluiiiouc virorum, 
Et parili carpes iter immortalc volatu. 

Dicetur turn fponte tuos habita/Tc penates 
Cynthius, &: famulas vcuiije adjimina Mufas: 

At non fponte doniurn tanien idem, & regis adivit 
Rura Vheretiada cceIo fugitivus Apollo ; 

Illc licet magiuim Aldden fufceperat hofpcs; 

Tantuni ubi clamofos placuit vitare hiibulcos, 

Nobile inanfueti ceflit Chiroms in antrum, ' 60 

Irriguos inter faltus frondofaque tcdta 
Peneium prope rivum : ibi fepe fub ilice nigrii 
Ad cithara,' ftrepitum blanda prece viftus amici 
Exilii duros lenibat voce labores. 

Turn neque ripa fuo, baratliro nex fixa fub imo, 

Saxa ftetere loco, nutat 'Trachinia rupes, 

Nec fentit folitas, immania popdcra, filvas, 

. Emotasque fuis properant de collibus orni, 

Muicenturque novo ifiaculofi carmine lynccs. 

Diis diledte fenex, te Jupiter aequus opdrtet 70 

Nafcentem, & miti lufl:rarit''lumine Pheehus^ 

Atlantifc^'s, nepos; neque enim *nifi charus ab ortu 
.Diis fuperis poteritmagno favifle poetae. 

Elinc longasva tibi lento fub flore lene^tus 
Vernat, & JE/onios lucratur vivida fufos, 

Nondum deciducs {ervans fibi frontis honores, 
Ingeniumque vigens, & adultum mentis acumen. 

O mihi fi mea fors talem concedat amicum ✓ 
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Phabaos decorafle viros qui tarn bene norit. 

Si quaudo indigenas revocabo in carmina reges, 80 

Arturumque etiam fub terris bella moventem ; 

Aut dicam invidac fociali foedere menfaj, 

Magnanimos Heroas, & (O modo fpiritus ad fit) 
Frangam Saxonicas Britonum fiib Marie phalanges. 
'I’andem ubi non tacitai permenfus tempora vita:, 
Annorumque •fatur cineri fua jura relinquam, 

Ille mihi ledo madidis aftaret ocellis, 

Aftanti fat crit fi dicam fim tibi curac ; 

Illc meos artus Jiventi morte folutos 
Curaret parva. componi riiollitpr urna. 90 

Forfitan & noftros ducat de rnarmore vultus, 

Nedcns aut Pap/nd myrti aut ParnaJJide lauri 
Fronde comas'^ at ^go fecura pace quiefcanx 
Turn quoque, fi qua fidcs, fi pra;mia certa bonorum, 

Ipfe ego cclicolum femotus in a;tliera divum, 

Quo labor & mens pura vehunt, atque ignca virtus 
Secreti luec aliqua mundi de parte videbo 
(Quantum fata finunt) & tota mcnte ferenum 
Ridcns purpureo fuffundar lumine vultus 
Et fimul aethereo plaudam mihi laetus Olympo. 


XOO 
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Epitaphium Damonis. 

ARGUMENTUM. 

Thyrjis & Damon ejufdem viciniae Paftores, cadem iludia fequuti 
a pueritia amici crant, ut qui plurimum. Thyi’Jis animi caufa 
' profedlus pcregre dcobitu Damonis nuncium accepit. Domum 
poftea reverfus, & rem ita eflb comperto, fc, fuamqiie folitudi- 
nem hoc carmine deplorat. Damonis autcm fub pcrfona hic 
intelligitur Carolus Deodatus ex urbe Iletruries Luca Pateriio 
gcnere oriundus, caetcra Anglus; ingenio, doftrina, clariffi- 
mil'que caeteris virtutibus, (funi viveret, juvenis egregius. 

H IMERIDES nymphie (nam vos & Baphnin be 
Et plorata diii mcminiftis fata Bionts) \Hylan, 
Dicite Siceliciim T’hamefina per oppida carmen: 

Quas rrtifer effudit voces, quas nmrmura Tkyrfis, 

Et quibus adjduis excrcuit antra qiierelis, 

Pluminaque, fontefquc vagos, nemorumque recelTus, 
Dum fibi praai'eptuni queritur Bamona^ neque altam 
Ludibus exemit nodem loca fola pererrans. 

Et jam bis viridi furgebat culmus arirta, 

Et totidem flavas numerabant horrea me/Tes, lo 

Ex quo fiimma dies tulcrat Bqmona fub umbras, 

,Nec dum aderat Thyrjis; paftorem fcilicet ilium 
Dulcis amor Mufe Tiiujca retinebat in urbe. 

Aft ubi mens expleta domum, pecorifque relidi 
' Cura vocat, fimul affueta fe'ditque fub ulmo, 

Turn verd amiftum turn deniqutf fentit amicum, 

.Coepit & immenfupi fic exonerate dolorem. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 

Hei mihi! quae terris/ quae dicam numina coelo, ^ 
Poftquam te immiti rapuerilnt funere Bamon; 20 

Sjccine nos linquis, tua ftc fine nomine virtus 
Ibit, & obfeuris numcro fociabitur umbris ? / 
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At non ille, animas virga qui dividit aurea, 

Ifta velit, dignumque tui te ducat in agmen, 

Jgnavumque procul pccus arceat omne fiJcntum. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agtii, 
Quicquid erit, certe nifi me lupus ante videbit, 
Indeplorato non comminuere fcpulchro, 

Conftabitqvie tuus tibi honos, longumque vig^bit 
Inter paftores*; Illi tibi vota fecundo 
Solvere port: Baphuny pod Daphnin dircrc laudes 
Gaudcbunt, dum rura Pales, dum Faunns amabic : 

Si quid id eft, prifcamquc fidcm coluilTc, piumque, 
Palladiafque artcs, fociutnquc.habuiire canorum. 

Ite domuhi iniparti, domino jam non vacar, agni. 

Ha?c tibi certa manent, tibi erunt hacc praemia Damon ; 
At mihi quid tandem det modo ? quis milfi fidus 
Hajrebit lateri comes, ut tu fa:pe folebas 
b'rigoribus duris, & per loca foeta pruinis, 

Aut rapido fub Ible, dti morientibus herbis ? 40 

Sive opus in magnos fuit eminus ire leones 
Aut avidos terrere lupos prirfepibus altis; 

(^Liis fando fbpire diem, cantuque folcbit ? 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Pedlora cui credam ? quis me Icnire docebit 
Mordaces curas, quis longam fallere noiftem 
T)ulcibus alloquiis, grato cum fibilat igni 
Molle pyrum, & niicibus ftrepita! focus, at malus ^.uftcr 
Mifcet cundla foris, & defuper intonat ulrno. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat5 agni. 50* 
Aut aeftate, dies medio'dum vertitur axe. 

Cum Pan lefculea fomnum capit abditus umbra, 
l^t repetunt fub aquis fibi nota fedilia nympliEC, 
Paftorefque latent, ftertit fub fept colonus, 

^uis mihi blanditiafque tuas, quis turn mihi rifus, 
Cecropiofcpit fales referet, cultofque lepores ? 

';tc domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
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At jam folus agroSj jam pafcua fbhis oberro, 

Sicubi ramofac denfantur vallibus umbra;, 

Hie ferum expedto, fupra caput imber &c Eurus 
Trifle fbnant, fra( 5 ta;que agitata crepufcula fllvas. 

Ite domum impafli, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Heu quam culta mihi prius arva procacibus herbis 
Involvuntjur, & ipfa fltu feges alta fatifeit! „ 

•Innuba neglcdto marcefeit be uva racemo, 

Ncc myrteta juv^nt; ovium quoque ta-dci, at illx* 
Mcerent, inque fuum convertunt ora magiflrum. 

Ite domum impafli, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Tityrus ad corylos vocat, Alphejibxus ad ornos, 

Ad falices Aegon, ad flumina pulcher Amyntiis^ 

Hic gelidi fontes, hie illita gramina mufeo. 

Hie Zephiri^'^ic placidas interflrepit arbutus undas 
Ifla canunt furdo, frutices ego nadtus abibam. 

Ite domum impafli, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Mopjus ad hscc, nam me redeuntem forte notarat 
(Et callebat avium linguas, & fydera Mopjus) 

Lhyrft quid hoc ? dixit, qine te cuquit improbabilis ? 
Aut te perdit amor, aut te male fafeinat aftrum, 
Saturni grave faepe fuit pafloribus aflrum, 
intimaque obliquo figit pra’cordia plumbo. 

Ite domum impafli, domino, jam non vacat, agni. 
.Mirantur nymphae, & quid te ‘Ehyrfi futurum efl ? 
Quid tibi vis ? aiunt, hon ha;c folet efle juventa: 
Nubila frons, oculique truces, vultufque I'everi, 

* Ilia choros, lufufque leves, &: Temper amorem 
Jure petit, bis ille mifer qui ferufe amavit. 

« Ite domum impafli, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Venit Hyas, Dryo^^que, & filia Baucidis Aegle 
Dodla modos, citharaeque feiens, fed perdita faflu, 
Venit Idumanii^ Giiloris vicina fluenti; 


Iduman’ii] The river Cheltner in EJfex. TFarton. 
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Nil me blanditijE, nil me folantia verba. 

Nil me, fi quid adeft, movet, aut fpes ulla futuri, 
Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Hei mihi quam fimiles ludunt per prata juvenci, 
Omnes unanimi fecum fibi lege fodalcs, 

Nec magis hunc alio quifquam fecernit amicum 
De grege, fic denfi veniunt ad pabula thocs, 

Inque vicem hirfuti paribus junguntur onagri; 

Lex eadcm pciagi, deferto in littore Profeus 
Agmina Phocarum numerat, vilifque vblucrum 
Pafler habet fempcr quicum fit, & omnia circum 
Farra libens volitet, fero fua teda revifens, 

Qucm fi for« letho objecit, feu milvus adunco 
I'ata tulit roftro, feu ftravit arundine fofibr, 

Protinus ille fliunj focio petit inde volatu., 

Nos durum genus, Sc diris exercita fatis 
Gens homines aliena animis, & pedore difcors, 

Vix fibi quifque parem de millibus invenit unum, 
Aut fi (brs dederit tandem non alpera votis. 

Ilium inopina dies qua non fperaveris hora 
Surripit, aeternum linquens in ficcula damnum. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
lieu quis me ignotas traxit vagus error in oras 
Ite per aereas rupes, yj/pmquc nivofam ! 
licquid erat tanti Romam vidifte fepultam ? 

Quamvis ilia forct, qualem dum vifcrct ohm, 
Tityrus ipfe fu^s & oves & rura reliquit; 

Ut tc tarn dulci poflem carUifie fodale, 

Poflem tot maria altaj tot interponere montes, 

Tot fylvas, tot faxa tibi, fluviofque fonantes. 

Ah certe extremum licuifl'et tangere dextram, 

Et bene compofitos placide moriontis ocellos, 

Et dixilTe vale, noftri memoft- ibis ad ajlra.» 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Q<uamquam etiam veftri nunquam meminilTe pigebit 
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Paftores 'T/iufd, Mufis operata juventus, 

Hie ChariSy atquc Lepos ; & Lhiifcus tu quoque Damon. 
Antiqua genus unde petis Lucumonis ab urbe. 

O ego quantus eram, gelidi cum ftratus ad yh-ni 
Murmura, populeumque nemus, qua mollior iicrba, 130 
Carpere nunc violas, nunc fummas carpere myrtos, 

Et potui Lycido' certantem audire Menalcam., 

Jpfe etiam tentare aufus fum, uec puto miirtum 
Difplicui, nam funt & apud me munera veili: 

Fifcella*; calathique & cerea vincla cicuta*, 

Quin &c noftra fuas docuerunt nomina fagos 
Et Datis, ^ FrancinuSy crijnt &;vocibus ambo 
Et ftudiis noti, Lydoriim fanguinis ambo. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 

Ha’C mihi turn la’to dli 5 Vabat rofeida luna, 1^0 

Dum folus tencros claudebam cratibus hmdos. 

Ah quoties dixi, cum te cinis ater habebat, 

Nunc canit, aut lepori nunc tendit rctia Damon, 

Vimina nunc texit, varios fibi quod fit in ufus; 

Et qua; turn facili fperabam mentc futura 
Arripui voto ievis, & prsefentia finxi; 

Eleus bone nurnquid agis ? nili te quid forte refardat, 
Imus ? & arguta paulum recubamus in umbra, 

Aut ad aquas Cohn, aut ubi jugera Caffibelauni ? 

.Tu mihi percurres medicos, tua gramina, fuccos, *50 
Ilellcborumque, humfiefque crocos, follumquc liyaciiithi, 
Quafque habet ifta palus herbas, artefque medentum, 

' Ah percant herba', pereant artefque medentiim 
Gramina, poftquam ipfi nil profeterc magiftro. 

Ipfe etiam, nam neff.io (}uid mihi grande fonabat 
Fiftula, ab undecima jam lux eft altera no6te, . 

Et turn forte novis admoram labra cicutis, 

Difliluere tamen wjpta compage, nec ultra 

Fprre graves potuere fonos, dubito quoque ne fim 

Turgidulus, tamen & referam, vos cedite filva*. /ifio 
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Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. , 
Ipfe ego Bardanias Rutufina per aequora puppes 
Dicam, & Pandrajidos regnum vetus Inogenise, 
Brennumo^^ Arviragumc^t duces, prifcun.que Belimmy 
Et tandem Armorkos Britonum fub lege colonos; 

I'um gravidam Arturo fatali frauJe Jogernen 
Mcndaces v,ultus, aflumptaque Gorlois arma, 

Merlini dolus* O mihi turn fi vita fuperfit, ' 

Tu procul annofa pendebis fiftula pinu 

Multum oblita mihi, aut patriis mutata camcenis 170 

Brittonicum ftrides, quid enim ? omnia non licet uni ' 

Non fpcrafle uni licet onjnia, fiii fatis ampla 

Merces, & mihi grande decus (fim ignotus in asvum 

Turn licet, externo penitufque inglorius orbi) 

Si me flava c(^nas»legat Ufa, & potor Alaim't, 
Vorticibufque frequens Abruy & nemus omne TreanliCy 
Et Phamefis mens ante omnes, ik fufca metallis 
Tantaray & extremis me difeant Orcades undis. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 

Hecc tibi fervabam lenta fub cortice lauri, 180 

H;ec, & plura fimul, turn qua; mihi pocul’f ManfuSy 
Man/us Chakidic.-e non ultima gloria ripa; 

Bina dedit, mirum artis opus, rnirandus & ipfe, 

Et circum gemino cnclavepit argumento : 

Tp medio rubri maris unda. Sc odoriferum ver 
Littora longa ArabmUy Sc futlantcs’balfama filva;, ‘ 

I"Ias inter Phoenix divina avis, unica terris 
Ca:ruleum fulgens diverficoiorilms alis 
Auroram vitreis furgenitm refpicit undis. 

Parte alia polus omnipatens, & magaus Olympus; 19® 

^uisputet? hie quoq ; Amor, pidasq; in nube pharetrae, 
Arma corufea faces. Sc fpicula timfta pyropo ; 

Nec tenues animas, peiftufque ignobile,vulgi 
Hinc ferit, at circum flammantia lumina torquens 
Semper in eredtum fpargit fua tela per orbes 



266 


STLFARUM LIBER. 


Iq;ipiger, & pronos nunquam collimat ad idbus, 

Hinc mentes ardere facrae, form^que deorum, 

Tu quoque in his, nec me fallit fpes lubrica Damon, 
Tu quoque in his certc es, nam quo tua dulcis abiret 
Sandt^ue fimplicitas, nam quo tua Candida virtus ? 200 

Nec te Lethteo fas quaifiviffe fub orco, 

Nec tibi ponveniunt lacrymx, nec flcbimus ijltra, 

* Ite procul lacrymac, purum colit scthera Damon, 

Aithera purus hjibet, pluvium pede reppuni nrcum; 
Heroumque animas inter, divolque perennes, 

^ jdithereos haurit latices &; gaudia potat 
Ore Sacro. Quin tu coelj pofhjura recepta 
Dexter ades, placidufque fave quicunque vOcaris, 

Seu tu nofter eris Damon, live a;quior audis 
Diodotus, qno te divino nomine cuncSti 
Ccelicolae norint, fylviltpie vocabere Damon. * 

Quod tibi purpureus pudor, & line labe juventus 
Grata fuit, quod nulla tori libata voluptas, 

En etiam tibi virginei fervantur honores; 

Iple caput nitidum cindlus rutilante corona, 

Letaque frotidentis geftans umbracula palma; 
iEternum perages immortales hymenx'os ; 

Cantus ubi, choreifque furit lyni mifta beads. 

Fella Siona:o bacchantur & Qrgia Thyrfo. 
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Jan. 23, 1646. 

Ad Joannem Roufium Oxonienfis Acade- 

mise Bibliothecarium. 

De Jibro Poematum amiflb, quern ille fibi denuo mitti poftu- 
labat, ut cum aliis nollris in Bibliotheca#publica reponeret, 
Ode. 

Strophe i. 

G EMELLE cultu fimplici gaudens liber, 
Fronde licet gemina, 

Munditii^ue^nitens non operofa, 

Ouam manus attulit 
Juvenilis olim, 

Sedula tamcn baud nimii Poeta^; 

Dum vagus Aufonias nunc per umbras 
Nunc Britannica per vireta lufit 
Infons populi, barbitoque devius 
Indulfit patrio, mox itideni pedline Daunio 10 

Longinquum intonuit melos 
Vicinis, & humum vix tetigit pede; 

j 

Antijlrophe. , 

Quis te, paVve liber, quis te fratribus 
Subduxit reliquis dolo ? 

Cum tu mifllis ab urbe, 

Dodlo jugiter obfecrante amico^ 

Illuftre tendebas iteV 
Thamefis ad incunabula 
Caerulei patris, * 

Fontes ubi limpidi 
Aonidum, thyafufque facer 


20 
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Orbi notus per immenfos 
Temporum lapfus redeunte coslo, 

Celeberque futurus in aevum ; 

Strophe i. 

Modo quis deus, aut editus deo 
Priftinam mentis miferatus indolem 
(Si fatis noxas luimiis priores 
Mollique Inxu degener otium) 

Tollat nefandos civium turnultus, 

Almaque revocet ftudia fan(^tus 30 

b',t rclcgatas fine fedc Mu/as 
Jam^pene totis finibus Angligenum ; 

Immundafque volucres , 

Unguibus imminentes 
Figat Apolliueci pliaretra, 

Phineam(\ue abigat peftein procul amne Pegafco. 

Antijlrophe. 

Quin 'V-j, libelle, nuntii licet mala 

Fide, vel ofcitantia 

Scrael errav6ris agmine fratrum, 

Seu quis te teneat fpecus, 4.0 

Scu qua te latcbra, forfan unde vili 
Callo tererls inFitoris infulfi, 

Lietare felix, en iteruni tibi 
Spes nova fulget pofl’e profundam 
Fugere Lethen, vehique Superam 
In Jovis aulam remige penna; 

Strophe 3. 

Nam te Ronftus fui 

Optat pecul 1, numerdque jufto 

Sibi pollicitum queritur abefle, 
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Rogatque venias ille cujus inclyta , 50 

Sunt data virum monumenta curas; 

Tcque adytis etiam facrls 

Voluit reponi quibus & ipfe prasfidet 

Aiiternoruni operum cuftos fidelis, 

Qua,'ftorque gazcc nobiliorisj 

Quani,cui pricfuit Ion 

Clarus Lrechlheides 

Opuicnta del per tenipla parentis 

Fulvofque tripodas, donaque Delpfiica 

Ion Aiitaa genitus Creujd. • Cot 


Antifirophe. 

Ergo tu ffiCcrc lucos 
Mufarum ibis amcenos, 

Diamque Pha;hi rurfus ibis in domum 
Oxonid quam vallc colit 
Delo pofthabita, 

Bifidoque Parnajfi jugo: 

Ibis hone#(N^, ' 

Poftquani egre^iam tu quoque fortem 
Naftiis abis, dextri prece follipitatus amici. 
Illic legcris inter alfa nomina 
Authorum, Graia; fiiliul 8c Latina 
Antiqua gentis lumina, & verum decus. 


r 


70 


Epodos. 

^ • 

Vos tandem baud vacui mei labores, 

Quicquid hoc fterile fudit ingenium, ^ 

Jam fero placidam fperare jubeo 
Perfundlam invidia requiem, fedefque beatas 
Quas bonus Hermes * , 

Et tutela dabit folers Roiifi, • 

Quo neque lingua proeax vulgi penctrabit, atque longc 



270 


STLFARUM LIBER. 


Turba legentum prava faceflet; 80 

Ad ultimi nepotes, 

Et cordatior jctas 

Judicia rebus aequiora forfitan 

Adhibebit integro finu. 

Turn livore fepulto. 

Si qqid meremur faiia pofteritas fciet 
Roufio favente. 

Ode tribus conllat Strophis, totideinque Antiltn.'phis unu 
demum epodo claufis, quas, tcmctfi omncs nec verfuum numero, 
nec certis ubiquc colis exailic rcfpondeant, ita tamen fecuinius, 
commode legendi potius, qiuiin ad-antiquos concincndi modos 
rationem </’e<ilantcs. Alioquiii hoc genus rcdtius fortafTe dici 
monortroplncum debueraf. Metra partim funt 
partim xtoXe^c! uhst. Phaleuciaquae funt, fpona.eum tertio 'oco 
bis admittunt, quod idem in fecundo loco Catullus ad libitum 
fecit. 


EndofVoL I. 




PRinuM^UY WHITTINGHAM AND WJLK” 
TOOKs’ 518*OURT, C/IANCERV LANt, 
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** Mr. Milton's Agreement with Mr. Symons for Paradife Lojl^ 
dated I'Jth April, 1667. {The original is in the pojfejjion of 
Mr. S. Rogers.') 


^HESE Prefents made the 27th day of Aprill 1667 between 
1 John Milton, gent, of the one part, and Samuel Symons, 

printer, of the other part, wittncfs that the faid John Milton in 
coniideration of five pounds to him now paid by the faid Samuel 
Symons, and other the confideracons herein mentioned, hath 
given, granted and afligned, and by thefe puts doth give, grant 
and aflign unto the faid Sam“ Symons, his executors, and alhgnees. 
All that Booke, Copy, or Manufcript of a Poem intituled Para¬ 
dife Loft, or by whatfoever other title or name the fame is or 
fhall be called or diftinguiftied, now lately licenfed to be printed, 
together wi"' the full bcnefitt, profit, and advantage thereof, or 
w*'** fliall or may arife thereby. And the faid John Milton for 
him, his ex^'and adm”, doth covenant w"' the fiid Sam'* Symons, 
his ex" and afs* that he and they lhall at all times hereafter have, 
hold and enjoy the fame and allimpreflions thereof accordingly, 
without the lett or hindrance of him the faid John Milton, his 
ex" or afs% or any perlpn or perfons by his or their confent or 
privity. And that he the faid John Milton, his ex" or adm" or 
any other by his or their meanes or confent, ftiall not print or 
caufe to be printed, or fell, difpofe or publifti the faid book or 
manufcript, or any other book or manufcript of the fame tenor or 
fubjeft, without the confent of the faid Sam'‘Symons, his ex" or 
afs*: In concideracon whereof the faid Sam®" Symons for him, 
his ex" and adm" doth covenant with the faid John I'dilton, his 
ex", and afs’ well and truly to pay unto the faid John Milton, his 
ex", and adm" the fum of five pounds of lawfull englifli 
money at the end of the firft Impreffion, which the faid Sam" 
Symons, his ex", or afs* fliall make and publilh of the faid copy 
or manufcript, which impreffion fliall be accounted to be ended 
when thirteen hundred books of the faid whole copy or manu¬ 
fcript imprinted, fliall be fold and retailed oft' to particular read¬ 
ing cuftomers. And fliall alfo pay other five pounds, unto the 
faid John Milton, or his afs’ at the end of the fecond impreffion 
to be accounted as aforelaid, And five pounds more at the end 
of the third impileffion, to be in like manner accounted. And 
that the faid three firft impreffions fliall not exceed fifteen 
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hundred books or volumes ofij^he faid whole copy or manufcript^ 
a peice. And further^ that he the faid Samuel Symons, and his 
ex"^*, adm*^, and afs* (hall be ready to make oath before a Matter 
in^Chancery concerning his or their knowledge and belief of or 
concerning the truth of the difpofing and felling the faid books by 
retail, as aforefaid, whereby the faid Mr. Milton is too be entitled 
to his faid money from time to time, upon every reafonable re- 
quett in that behalf, or in default thereof lhall pay the faid five 
pounds agreed to be paid upon every impreffion, as aforefaid, as 
if the fame were due, and for and in lieu thereof. In witnefs 
whereof, the faid parties have to do this writing indented, inter¬ 
changeably fett their hands and feales the day and yeare firttabove 
written. 

John Milton. (Seal). 

Sealed and delivered in "(John Fiftier. 

the prefence of us, j Benjamin Greene, ferv‘ to Mr. Milton. 

‘April 26, 1669. 

Rec'^ then of Samuel Simmons five pounds, being the Second 
five pounds to be paid—mentioned in the Covenant. I fay 
rec‘* by me, 

. John Milton. 

Witnefs, Edmund Upton. 

I do hereby acknowledge to have received of Samuel Symbnds 
Cittizen and Statoner of London, the Sum of Eight pounds : 
which is in full payment for all my right, title, or intereft, 
which I have or ever had in the Coppy of a Poem Iptitled 
Paradifc Loft in Twelve Bookes in 8vo.—By John Milton, 
Gent, my late hufband. Witnefs my hand this 2i*‘day of De¬ 
cember, 1680. 

Elizabeth Milton. 

Wittnefs, William Yopp, Ann Yopp. 

• 

Know all men by thefe pflents that I Elizabeth Milton of Lon¬ 
don Widdow, late wife of John Milton of London Gent: de- 
ceafed—have remifled releafed and for ever quitt claimed And 
by thefe pflents doe remife releafe Sc for ever quitt clayme unto 
Samuel Sympnds of London, Printer —his heirs Execut''* and 
Adminiftrators All and ail manner of Accoii and Accons 
Caufe and Caufes of Accoh Suites Bills Bonds writii^es obli- 
gatorie Debts dues duties Accompts Summe and ^mes of 
money Judgments Executions Extents Quarrels cither in 
Law or Equity Controverfies and demands*—And all & every 
’ other matter caufe and thing whatfoever which againtt the 
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faid Samuel Symonds—-I ever had and which I my heircs 
Executors or Adminiftrators ihall or may have clayme & chal¬ 
lenge or demand for or by reafon or means of any matters caufe 
or thing whatfoever from the beginning of the World unto the 
day of thefe pflents. In witnefs whereof I have hereunto fett my 
hand and feale thd twenty ninth day of Apriil in the thirty-third 
Year of the Reigne of our Sovereign Lord Charles by the grace 
of God of England Scotland IFrance and Ireland King defender of 
the ffaith & Anno Dni. i68i. 

Elizabeth Milton. 

Signed and delivered in 
the pfTence of 
Jof. Leigh W™ Wilkins. 

(The above three articles are, I believe, in the pofleflion of 
Mr. Dawfon I'urner.) 

Alterations by Milton from the firjl edition in ten Boohs., for the 

fecond edition in twelve. 

Book viii. V. I. 

“ The Angel ended, and in Adam’s ear, 

So charming left his voice, that he a while 
Thought him ftill fpeaking; ftill flood fix’d to hear: 

Then, as new wak’d, thus gratefully reply’d.” 

The latter part of the verfe was taken from the line in the firft 
edition— 

“To whom thus Adam gratefully reply’d.” 

Book xii. V. I. 

“ As one who in his journey bates at noon, 

Though bent on fpeed: fo here th’ arch-angel paus’d, 
Betwixt the world deflroy’d, and world reflorM ; 

If Adam ought perhaps might interpofe : 

Then, with tranfition fweet, new fpeech refumes.” 

Some few additions were alfo made to the Poem, the notice of 
which will interefl the critical reader. 

p 

Book V. V. 637. 

“ They eat, they drink, and with refcdlion fweet 
Are fill’d before th’ all-bounteous king,’’ &c. 

were thus enlarged in the fecond edition; 

“ They eat, they drink, and in communion fweet 
Quaff immortality, and joy, (fecure 
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Of furfeir, where full meafure only bounds 
Excefs) before th’ &ll>bounteous king,” &c. 

Book xi, y. 484. after 

“ Inteftine ftone, and ulcer, cholic-pangs,” 

thefe three verfes were added : 

** Dasmoniac phrenzy, moping melancholy, 

And moon-ftruck madnefs, pining atrophy; 

Marafmus, and wide-wafting peftilence.” 

And ver. 551, of the fame book (which was originally thus : 

Of rendring up. Michael to him reply’d) 

received this addition: 

“ Of rendring up, and patiently attend 
My difiblution. Michael reply’d.” 


LETTERS. 

No. i. ii. Greek letters of C. Deodati to Milton, formerly in 
the poflelfion of Toland, who fays they are very handfomely 
written, now in the Britifh Mufeum, additional MS. No. 5017*, 
folio 64, &c. (fee Toland’s Life of Miltony p. 23.) 

No. iii. an Italian letter to Milton, from Florence, without the 
name of the author affixed. Carlo Dati was the principal cor- 
refpondent of Milton: and I ihould have fuppofed that he had 
been the writer of this letter; but that he is reprefented as a no¬ 
bleman of large fortune, and in this letter the writer fpeaks of his 
being appointed to the profeflbrfhip of Belles Lettres in the aca¬ 
demy of Florence, on the death of Doni. If not from Carlo 
Dati, I fhould prefume it muft be from Bonmattei, his other 
Florentine correfpondent. Since writing the above, I have difeo- 
vered that Carlo Dati fucceeded Doni in the profeflbrfliip. He 
therefore is the writer. Doni died Dec. 1 ^^47, aged fifty-three; 
he left C. Dati the office of publilhing his works. Heinfius fays, 
“DATivM,amiciflimummihijuvenemDoniusimpenfediligebat.” 
C. Dati died in Jan. 1675, aged fifty-fix. Dati took the name in 
the Acad, della Crufea of “Smaritto.” He wrote the Lives of 
the Antient Painters, 4to. 1667, and other fmalTworks. See 
Salvino Salvino in Fajl. ConfularihuSy p. 536, and Bandini Comm, 
de vita Doniiy p. xci. very interefting mention of C, Dati occurs 
repeatedly in the Epijiles of N. Heinfius. Bayle fays he was 
very civil and officious to all learned travellers who went to Flo¬ 
rence. Chimentelli thus fpeaks of him, ** Ciariffimus et amicif- 
4 imus Car. Datius, noftrse flos illibatus urbis, fuadseque Etrufese 
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medulla, quam Omni literarum parata quotidie auget, atque illuf- 
trat.” Nic. Heinfius dedicated a book of his Elegies to Carlo 
Dati, in which he mentions his acquaintance with Gaddi, Col- 
tellini, Doni, Frefcobaldi and other of Milton’s friends. Carlo 
Dati received him with the fame hofpitality, which he had 
Ihowed to Milton. He alfo mentions his reception by Chimen- 
telli at Pifa. Among Alex. Mori Poemata is one to C. Dati, p. 
166. 

No. iv. Letter from Peter Heimbach. To this letter, an 
anfwer by Milton is found among his Epiftles, p. 65. There is 
an addreis to Cromwell in Latin written by Heimbach, printed 
in London, 1656. This letter was fent after an interval of nine 
years in their correfpondence j and was an afteeSlionate inquiry 
concerning Milton’s fafety, during the plague of the preceding 
year. 

' No. v. Letter from Leo Ab Aitzema, infj^rming Milton that he 
was caufing a Dutch tranflation of his book on Divorce to be made 
at the Hague, fee Milton’s anfwer, p. 42, Feb. 1654. Leo or 
Lieuwe van Aitzema was a gentleman of Friefland, who was born 
at Doccum in 1600, and died at the Hague, where he was the 
refident for the Hanfe towns, in i66g. He printed fome Latin 
poems, and was the author of fcveral works in Dutch ; the moft 
important of which is the“Saken van Staet en Oorlogh,” a book 
of memoirs on the hiftory of Holland, from 1621 onwards, of 
which there are two editions, in fourteen volumes quarto and in 
ten folio. The Britifh Mufeum pollefles both, and the folio 
copy, which formerly belonged to Southey, contains a very in- 
terefting note on the fly-leaf, from the pen of the laureate. It is 
as follows: “The Lord Keeper Guildford learnt Dutch for the 
fake of reading this book. Sir Peter Lely having recommended it 
to him, ‘ as if there needed no other to make men exquiflte 
fcholars and politicians.’ Roger North however is miftaken in 
calling it ‘ fuch a fort of book as our Rufhworth.’ It is much 
better. Aitzema is as much above Rufliworth as he is below 
Thua'nus, but not lefs indifpenfable in an hiftorical library than 
either. R. S.”— Mr. Thos. Watts. 


No. I. 

©roVSoTos M/xtww Eup^aivcirSat. 

(Condoling with him on the bad weather, and anticipating a 

meeting on the return of the fine.) 

•H fitv Tsci^ouffoi wiTafftcvTii ToS ^OHSi ^flovEfwTr^cv $iacxcijdaif 
TTfog a itimi s6£/*eda, Ta^atrao/Avn 


‘ <X(om in Marg. in Miltott's handwriting. 
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Ho oxas hfJ^ipagy a»! Ofia^ roaeSrov hriBufjLu Ttif oHf 
Oja'S* vTTO eTnSvfjLia^ flS'u iuHavy hcu yaXi5v)jv, nai arivra eij rov 

augtov ovsipirrBiVf nati ptovov 6u fMafTz{t£<r6ai^ iva Xoyftrv ^tXoo'opQJV, fcai 
•7rB7t:aiHi/fA€vm htoxdp^^Sa e| a'K’W.my ^tct tqSto SSv iPouT^ofiviv srpo; 

y^aftiVy Tou it^oKoChiiiT^QUy Kcu avaBa^truvuv Hi<rag ptii arfog zrtpCL 

arra voSv ?r^o<r£x^^ aiTrs^ma-ccg fi^nztr/Aoog, xai nSoTracQs/af, hg to 
orafov ye aXX^t tri/ J xai e/LtjueVE tu So^avri <rvvapLpoiVj 

Hou am'haix^ave ^la^satv r^g 4 '^X^^ hfraiTTiJcriv, na) (pat^^ors^av rfjg 
xaSrj/xepivyjg* xai ya^ hao^iov e<xra] Travra Ha^ug, ka) o hou o 
^Xio^i Kou D mTupLog^ kou ^sv^pa hou opyiBia^ hou yv, jjat av6pu7rot eofra- 
Covo’iv fjjuivy troyyB^exiro^triv, xal <T\jyxopeu<TQV7iy to Jw mepkixifi'^jjg XEX$xflft)' 
^Vov au BToipLog ytvou^ H k^^yjOsig ri ka) a,H>y[Tog woSoo^'n 

ETrsXSeiv, "'Auropcccrog S'e oT ^xSe® jSo^v ayceSoj MevEXaog. *'Eppua'o^ 

No. 11 . 

^EoHrog M(Atwvi 

(Defcribes the pleafantnefs of his fituation, and of the feafon, 
and exhorts Milton to relax from his ftudies, and take recreation. 
This letter was probably fent from Cheftiire to Milton at Horton, 
or in London; it muft have been written about May.) 

*Ov3'hi/ sx^ EyxaXeiv rtj vi/v ^tccyooyyj ptouj emog roirov evof, ort o'Tff/cr- 
xopt>ou Ttvog yevvatag Xoyov dtrsiVj kou SiS'ovai E7ri(rrafjt,evvig^ roltjv 

roi Xf^axijv ttoGeu. Ta ^ aXXce dpScva Trdvva vTrapx^^ hraoScc iv aypw* 
rl yup dv trt >, 11 %oi^ h%oray y\fMara, pcak^dy r 6 % 0 i kd>,>i(rrot dvSeo'ty ka) 
^t/XXoif kvpLmrEgf kou BpiovrEg^ eti Travr) xXaJw diiJiiv r\ ikctv 6 ]g, ^ aXXo 
t1 opViBtov oiS'arc, xa\ fjuvupKTfjLoTg Efi(pi> 0 JtpLEiTai^ %Epl%cx/vo\ %oik(zhciraTOt, 
n^aTTE^ot, 0U7E Ei/Sfi-^if, oWe ko/rdkopog^ uttvoi dSo^uBot ; ei EffSxov riva ETa?- 
fOV rOUTECTl %E%ai^EUQfXEVQV^ K(Xl fJ.E(Jl,VY\fJLEyQV E%\ TOOTOtg, ikTcijUtJVy^ ToU 
tSv TIe^'tSv )Sao-iXEa>^ iu^iXt/xoyso'rEfog dv yevol/xfiv* axx’ fo^Tiv dsi t) exX^- 
TTsg tv rotg dy 6 ^u%lvotg %pdypt,acn' %^og o Hi /AETfiOTijTos* £u Je J 
Sav/xdo'iEy rt xaTu^^ovEig tuv r^g ^i;(7£W5 Swfu/AaTflJV ; n[t ka^rE^£tgd%^ 0 '~ 
^ourifTreag jS/Cx/oif, kdi }^oyiHotg %ayvux^oVy TraVYijju ^ %po<T<pmiiEyog ; f?, 
yEXa, Xfw rH veot^jti, ka\ ra7g dfaig, xcu Ttaooo^ dyoLyivmkm 'vdg *a‘% 6 u- 
Hgy xa) rag avta'Eig^ xou pa^ruvag tSv %d>ou co^uv aurog karoiT^i&OfJiE- 
vog TEWff. ’Eyw /i£V iv aTra^iv d»oig »itt&jv aoi h%ot>^x^v^ iv T0i/T« rS 
fAETpov ^ovwv eIHvou xpEirrcjVy ka) Hku ifjLavroiy xai EtpLU Eppcocrcoy xai 
7rai(Ey aXX* 6 u Kara ZafSavacraXov tov ev o’oXoij. 

Note.—Thefe two Greek letters are printed in exafl: confer* 
mity with the original MS. 


» Vide Horn. //. B, 408. 
* Afifj erafed in text. 


^ Ixn^ijv—fo in MS. 
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No, III. 

Illtno Sig. e Pron. Ofs^ 

Fino i’anno pafTato rifpofi alia corteiiffima ed elegantiflima lettera 
di V, S, Illma affe,ttuofamente rijigraziandola della memoria che 
per fua grazia fi compiace tenerc della mia olTcfrvanza. ScriiTt, 
come fo adeflb in Tofcano, fapendo che la mia lingua e‘a lei fi 
cara, e familiare che nella fua bocca non apparifce firaniera. Ho 
di poi ricevuto due copie delle fue eruditilHme poefie dclle quali 
non rai poteva arrivare donativo piu caro,perchc quantunque pic¬ 
colo, racchiude in fe valore infinite per ellbr una gemma del te- 
foro del Signor Giov. Miltoni. E come difle Theocrito ; 

dx/yu, ntaVTa Je Ti/jcaiJra ra ttcc^ 

Gran pregio ha picciol dono, e merta onore 
Cio che vicn da gl^ amici. 

Le rendo adunque quelle grazie che maggiori per me fi poflbno 
e prego il Cielo che ma dia fortuna di poterle dimoilrare la mia 
devozione vcffo il fuo merito. Non afeondero alia benevolcnza 
di V, S. Illma, alcunc nuove che fon certo, le faranno gratilfime. 
Il SereniflimoGranduca mio Signore s’ e cornpiaciuto conferirmi 
la cattcdra,e lettura dclle lettere umane deir Academia fiorentina 
vacata per la morte dell* Eruditilfimo Signor Gio. Doni gen- 
tiluomo Fiorentino. Quefta c carica onorevoliflima, e fempre 
efcrcitata da gentiluomini e literati di quefta Patria, come gia 
dal Poliziano, da* due Vettori,^ e due Adriani'* lumi delle Lettere. 
La paflata Settimana, per la morte del Sereniflimo Principe Lo¬ 
renzo di Tofeana, Zio del Granduca Rcgnante, feci P orazione 
funerale; come ella fia publicata, fara mia cura inviarne copia a 
V. S. Illma. Ho alle mani diverfe operc, quali a Dio piacendo 
tirero avanti per fame quello giudicheranno meglio i nue’ dotti e 
amorevoli amici. Il Signor Valerio Chimentelli c ftato electo da 
S. Altezza per Profeflbre delle lettere Greche in Pifa, con grande 
efpettazione del fuo valore. 

I Signori Frefcobaldi, Coltellini, Francini, Galilei," etaltriin- 


* Petrus, and, I believe, Franciicus Vidtoiiiis. See the Lijk of the latter 
y BandinL 

® The two Adrian! were Marcello, and his fon Giambattifta, both pro- 
feflbrsof literature at Florence, and both Secretaries of State. The father 
died in 1521, the fon in 1570. Giambattifta wrote the Storia di fuoi Tempi^ 
a work highly prailed by De 

^ The great Galileo died at Arcetri, 9 Jan. 1642, aged feventy-eight 5 he 
is faid to have been born at Pifa, the very day that M. Angelo died at Rome. 
The Galilei mentioned above was * Vincenzo,’ his natural fon. There is 
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iiniti unitamente le inviano afFettuofi faluti, ed io, come piu d’ogn’ 
altro obbligato, con ricordarle il deAderio de’ fuoi coinandi mi 
ratiAco per fempre vivere. 

Di V. S. Illnia. 

Firenze, 4xbre 1648. 

Extra. —All’ Illmo Signor e Pron Ofs". II Sig^ 

Giovanni Miltoni, Londra. 


No. IV. 

Viro fupra laudem 
Jano Miitonio fuo falutem p. d. 

Petrus Hcimbachius. 

Si citius conftitiflet nobis, te, Jane Miltoni, vir omni ex parte 
fumme,mortalium coetui intereireadhuc.citiusquoqucLondinum 
reverfus,noftrum amiciilimum animum tellatus fuilTem. Fere- 
bant cnim te noftris nugis exemptum, patrio coelo redonatuni 
efl'e, terrifque fublimiorem quavis noAra defpicere. Ad hoc reg- 
num, ut non datur aditus, Ac calamum meum fatis ad tui Amiles 
fcripturientem haftenus cohibere,ac reprimcre debui. Egocerte 
qui non tarn virtutes ipfas quam virtutum diverfarum conjugiumin 
te admirabar, cum alia multa in te fufpicio, turn quod gravitatis 
quam prx fe fert dignilAma viro facies, cum fereniflima humani- 
tate, charitatis cum prudentia, pietatis cum politica, politica cum 
immenfa eruditione, fed, addo, generoA, nec minime timidi fpiri- 
tus, etiam ubi juniures animos” laberentur, cum folicito pacis 
amore, raram omnino, et praeter fas fxculi mixturam feceris. 

Hinc Dcum veneror, tibi ut omnia ex voto, et animi fentcntia 
rurfum eveniant, fed uno excepto. Nam tu quidemy faturus an- 
nis, plenus honoribus, iis etiam quos recufaAi nihil ultra exoptas 
quam quietis praemium,ac juftitiae coronam,tuumqueidem, quod 
olim Simeonis videtur votum: Demitte, Oomine, nunc fervuni 
tuum in pace. AA noArum longe ad hoc alieniAlmum cA, 
nempe ut D. T. O. M. tc diutilfime intereffe rebus noAris lite- 
rariis, ac praeeAe patiatur. Sic vale, dodliffime Miltoni, longum 
et feliciter cum omnibus tuis, plurimum a nobis falutatus. Da- 
bam poAridie nonas Junii vulgaris IEtz. ChriAianae cb. be. Ixvi. 
Clivopoli ubi £le(SIorali folio vivimus a conAiiis. Iterum vale, 


ftrong evidence that he was the firft to apply the pendule to the clock. 
He Teems to have done To in 1649, while Huygens' invention was of later 
date. 

* Animi. 


' Satur, 
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et nos quod facis adatnare perfevera, ac quatn primum jucundif- 
limo omnium refponro bea. 


No. V. 


S. P. 

Partim quia Morus in fuo fcripto quaedam tibi afperfit ex libro 
tuo de divortiis Anglico, vir nobilis et cl: partim quia multi cu- 
riofe qujefiverunt de argumentis quibus opinionem adftruis tuam: 
dedi cuidam tra£lulum ilium totum in HoHandicum fermonem 
veriendum: cum delideriojUt quanto ocius imprimatur. Nefcius 
autem an quicquam in eo correftum vel additum velis; non po- 
tui quin hoc verbo te admoneam et de animo tuo, ut me certio- 
rem facias, rogem. 

Vale, et Salve a 

Hagae die Tui Obfervantifs. 

29 Jan. 55. Leo Aizema. 

Extra. —Nob. Cl. viro Dno Job. Miltono Confilio 

Status a Secretis Londini. 


EXTRACT OF THE PASSAGES 

In the Correfpondence of Nic. Heinfus and Ifaac VoJJtuSy where 

Milton is mentioned. 

(v. Burmanni Syllogen, vol. iii.) 

Letters of Heinfius. 

P. 257. Juflus ille (If. Voflius) Miltonianum fcriptum, fimul 
ac allatum in aulam ell'et, Salmafio fiRere, quod invitus credo, 
fecerit Qua fronte exceptum fit, vellem fimul monuiflctami- 
ciffimus Wullenius, qui ejus rei certiorem me fecit. 

P. 259. Salmafius poft acceptum Miltoni fcriptum, fremit ac 
frendet, auftoremque ejus fe cum toto parlamento "perditurum 
palam minatur. Sed illos primos impetus fufflaminabit credo, 
non nihil, refpondendi moleftia ac labor. 

P. 267. Salmafius in Miltono defricando totus eft, quern a me 
fubornatum inftigatumque palam praedicat, magnumque mihiac 
patri malum hoc nomine minatur in apologia quam parat, nobis 
tribus fimul infultaturus. Mira profe6to eft haec hominis infania, 
quam impune tamen non fecit. Vidi freneticam ejus epiftolam, 
qua exiftimationi noftrse dira quaevis portendit. 

P.' 270. Scribonii Largi (i. e. Salniafii) atrox contra rempubli- 
cam Anglicanam fcriptum, pr*lo Holmienfi jam commifium fe- 
runt. Mifer ifte fenecio prorfus delirat ac infanit. Mifit duas 
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in hanc urbem nuper epiftolas, rabiei fycophanticse non inanes, 
quibus omne fe virus in me converfurum minatur,quodMiltoni 
fcriptum probari a me intelligat. Ego vero, et dixi, et dicam 
porro, malam a Miltono caufam tarn bene adiam, quam regis in- 
feliciflimi caufam peffime egit Scribonius. H^nc meam liberta- 
tem fi ferre non poteft, rumpatiir. Adulatoris a me partes, non 
eft, quod exigat. Cum nefcirc non debeat quam me fervilisob- 
fequii clientem ha£lenus non fit cxpertus. Hoc ctiam maligne 
et Salmafiane quod rcgibus non minus ac MUtonum meinfenfum 
fingit, cum publicc jam bis teftatus fum,quid de parricidio An- 
glicano fenferim. Inter regiciibs.^ fi locum mihi dat, irt omni 
procul dubio datums, videbis brevi pro mcritis ornatum et de- 
pexum. Nihil neque fenecluti cjus, neque valetudini adverfae 
parcam. Ita illurn cxcipiam, ut parentem meum illc jamdudum 
excepit, pejus etiam, fi potero. 

P. 271. Salmafii in MUtonum inve£l:ivai jam eduntur. Graf- 
winckelius nofter etiam regum caufam fufeepitdefendendamcon¬ 
tra eundem Miltonum. 

P. 276. Ludirnagifirum vocat Scribonius paffim MUtonum^ qui 
tamen et nobili loco natus, ut ferunt, qui hominem norunt, et in 
re lauta conftitutus, variis peregrinationibus, afiiduifque ftudiis 
privatus setatem, quam quadraginta annis grandiorem vix nu- 
merat, exegifle narratur, donee a confilio llatus Anglici ad 
feribae provinciam in ifto collegio fufeipiendam invitatus eft, 
Virumefremiti,comique ingenio aiuntjquique aliam non habuifl'e 
fe caufam profitetur, Scribonium acerbe infeclandi, quam quod 
ille et viros c maximis celcbcrrimifque multis nihil bcnignlus ex- 
ceperit, etquod in iiniverfam /\nglorum gentem, convitiis atro- 
cifiimis injurius valde fuerit. Si quis Anglorum verfibus illis 
meis, quos tu nofti, aliquid reponeret, numquid ridiculus tibi vi- 
derer fi ilium a Scribonio inftigatum afleverarem ? 

P. 286. Miltoni liber Londini auftior, et augufta forma itera- 
tur- Ingens rumorum materia difcefflis eodem tempore rov hha 
(Salmafii) ^reinfliemii, Hoecleri, Moucheronis ; exhauftas areas 
alii; alii gentis ferunt invidiam. 

P. 303. Prodiitet ‘‘Clamor regii fanguinis,” fine au6):ons no¬ 
mine, quern tamen intelligo facile elfe Morum qui etfi vult videri 
fe caufie id dedifle, fatis prodit fe potius id dedifl'e patrono hof- 
piti, ut Miltono frigidam fuft'underet in anteceftum, dum alter 
mare, aut lacum criminum undique condu6i;um parat, 

P. 305, iEthiops (A. Morus) fociennus ejus [Alaftoris] tri- 
umphum egit, ut audio,, in amici fui aedibus de fubadlis Britannis* 
Gazettse certe Londinenfes fabellam narrant, lepidillimam : pal- 
ynam earn praereptam fibi dolet Alaftor quarc fimultates cum 
^thiope nunc ftrenuas exercet, fiquid famae creditur. 
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P. 307. * Clamorem regii fanguinis' ab Anglo fcriptum nefcio 
quo, fed a Moro editum intellexeram. Morum tamen parricidae 
pro au£lore ejus libri habent, ac egregie in Gazettis, ut vocant, 
Londinenfibus defricarunt, tanquamcomprelTa fitab illo, Alaftoris 
(Salmafii) pedifeque, addito hoc epigrammate. 

Galli ex concubitu gravidam tc, Bontia, Mori 
Quis bene moratam, morigeramque negct ? 

Agnofcis in illo Ouwciani acuminis ineptias, quod Vlitius heros 
mec jm communicavit. Alaftoris (Salmafii) fcriptum contra An¬ 
glos avide expeito: de meo enim tergo, quin illic comitia fint ha- 
bcnda nullus dubito. Sic promifit ccrte, cum Miltonum a me 
armatum perfuaderi fibi pafl’us fit. 

P. 323. Magnus ille Pan (Salmafius) qui fecundam Voffio ex 
Suecia fugam minabatur, mihi quoque mala multa, ac ipfi do- 
minae exitium, nifi nos a fc abigerit, ut ex Moro intclligebas nu- 
per, nunc ad pluresabiit. Alii Spadai, alii Aquifgrani in balneo 
mortuum ferunt. Trajcdli ad Mofam fepultum ccrte conftat 
Nimirum qui armis tantopere dcleclabatur, inter arma fepeliri 
voluit. Hunc cafum accidilfe mihi non valde lugubrem fateor, 
non quod minas hominis cdentulas timerem, fed quod tranquilli- 
tatem animi unice amem, quam ille mihi propriam ac perpetuam 
baud quaquam reliquiil'et. £rat etiam ca ;etate,ut nihil folidi aut 
eruditi ab eo amplius fpcrari poU'et. 


Letters of Vojftus, 

P. 595. Liber Miltoni heri hue eft allatus. Exemplar meum 
petiit a me regina. Ipfe non nifi curfim dum perluftravi. Nihil 
tale ab Anglo expedlaram, ct certe nifi me animus fallit, placuit 
quoque, uno tantum excepto, incomparabili noftrie Dominae. 
Dicit tamen Salmafius fc perditurum auiftorem cum toto parla- 
mento. 

P, 596. Miltoni apologiam pro parlamento fuo, priori accepi- 
mus hebdomade. Legit iftud fcriptum incomparabilis noftra do- 
mina, et, nifi fallor, valde ei placuit. Certe et ingenium iftius 
viri, et feribendi genus, multis pr.'cfentibus collaudavit. Salma- 
fius jam fefe ad refpondendum accingit quamvis uecdum a diu- 
turno jnorbo convaluerit,ira tamen fads ei fuppeditabit roboris et 
armorum. 

P. 600. Virulentum Miltoni librum jamdudum ad vos perla- 
tum confido, ejus editiones quinque jam hie vidimus: Belgicam 
etiam verfionem, Gallicam nunc adornari ferunt. 

P. 603. Ex Miltoniano libro unicum tantum exemplar Hol- 
miam perlatum miror, cum tria una eodemque tempore, fuiflTe 
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mifla fciam. Eft hie liber in omnium hie manibus ob argument! 
nobilitatem, et jam quatuor, praeter Anglicanam, editiones vidi¬ 
mus, unam in quarta ut vocant forma Goudae editum, tres in 
duodecima,quarumprimamL.Elzevirius,fecundamJ. Janfenius, 
tertiam TrajetSlenfis nefeio quis edidit, quinta in odlava forma 
editio Hagae fub praelo fudat ut monet Elzevirius. Belgicam 
verfionem video etiam circumferri, Gallicam expeftari ferunt. 
Miltonus ille quis fit non fatis, conftat. Vidi qui adfirmarint, in- 
hmo loco natum, eruditum taincn, et plebeiorum fa£lione ad 
maximam dignitatem promotum. L. Elzevirius adHrmat, certo 
libi conftare, hominem efl'e et nobili loco natum, et opulentum, a 
reipublicae muniis negotiifque omnibus remotum, ac fibi in rure 
fuo viventem. Refutavit Anglico fermone Iconem Bafilicam, 
qui liber inter Parlamentarios maximo eft in pretio. Poemata 
etiam Latina edidit, fed quae in manus meas ha£lenus non perve- 
nerunt. Si certiora cognovero, faciam ut ex me intclligas. 

P. 605* Valdequoque gratum erit, fi porro fignificaveris,quis 
et qualis fit ifte Miltonus. Iconoclaftem, fi habeas, rogo ut tranf- 
mittas. 

P. 606. Salmafius totus eft in meditatione operis contra Mil- 
tonum. Lepidum eft, quod de Grafwinckelio narras, male 
mul£tabitur, fi Miltonum adtigerit. 

P. 607. Gronovii adverfam valetudinem aegre admodum fero. 
At vero plus aegrotat Grafwinckelius, fi cum Anglo ifto mololTo, 
Milteno dico, fefe commiferit.—Ipfe (Salmafius) totus nunc eft 
in confutando feripto Miltoni, cui totidem reddit convitia nec 
patietur, ut a minore, vel hac in parte fuperetur. 

P. 621. Grafwinckelio intcrdi£tum efl'e, ne pergat in Miitono 
confutando, aegre fert Salmafius. Verum idem ex ammo gaiidet 
librum Miltoni Lutetiae publice a carnifice efte combuftum. Non 
opus, utmeum de hoc feripto interponam judicium, interim hoc 
fcio, fatum eflebonorum fere librorum, ut hoc modo vel pereant vel 
periclitentur. Homines plerumquc prc“>ter fcelera et pravitatem 
manus carnificum fubeunt, libri vero virtutis et praeftantiae ergo. 
Soli fatuorum labores tales non metuunt cafus. Sed fane fruftra 
funt, qui fe hoc modo exftirpare pofle exiftimant Miltoni et alio- 
rum feripta, cum potius flammis iftis, mirum quantum clarefcant 
et illuftrentur. Quae autem de Milt« ni conditione, ad meferibis, 
ilia convenire puto cum iis, quae tibi ante hebdomades aliquot 
fignificavi. 

P. 643. De motibus Anglicanis certiora procul duoio ex illo 
intelligere poftis. Ego quippe raro in publicum prodco, et non 
me multum immifeeo publicis rumoribus. Miltonum caecum elTc 
fadum, jam tibi fignificavi, addunt alii etiam mortuum, 

P. 647. De iEthiope (Moro) et Angla(Bontia famula Salma- 
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fii) lepida flint et feftiva qua reponis. Sed nunc negant ea vcra 
effe, et fparfa effe ab malevolis quibufdam. Sane conftant mihi 
Anglam iftam omnes iEthiopi (More), reddidifle amatorias fuas. 
Inter ipfum et Salmaflum lis forte orietur (quanam inter tales 
poffit effe diuturpa Concordia), propter librum quendam hic ex- 
cufum, cui titulus “ Clamor Sanguinis Regii in Coelum.” 
Scriptus ille videtur a quovis anonymo Anglo, tranfmiffus vero 
Salmaflo, divulgatus vero ab ^Ethiope (Moro). Propter fexa- 
ginta exemplaria, qua permifit typographus, inter ipfbs eft con- 
tentio, &c. &c. 

P. 649. De “Moro” vero qua feribis, quam funt ea lepida, 
quam venufta. Auftor fane ei fim, ut nutnmum det cum hac 
inferiptione, “ Subadta Britannia.” Verum vide quam ingratus fit 
ifte heros erga iEthiopem, cujus tamcn clava iftam debet vi£lo- 
riam : quoniam is non cupit earn uxorem ducere, acerrime nunc 
ilium perfequitur. Mihi fane Aithiops multo re£lius fadlurus 
fuiffe videtur, fi ex Ovidii tui pracepto a Domina incipiffet. 
Minor quidem voluptas ilia fuilTet, fed longc majorem iniviffet 
gratiam. Divulgata eft palfim hac fabella etiam in gazettis publi* 
cis Londinenfibus. Addita etiam epigrammata. 

P. 651. De Salmafio nihil omnino habeo, quod tibi fignificem. 
Credo enim etiamnum cum folito fuo malo conflidtari. Retulit 


tamen non nemo, eum nunc meliufcule valere. Lis ipfi eft cum 
Moro. Cupit enim ut is Anglicanam fuam in uxorem ducat, 
quod alter recufat. Verum ifti duo boni amantes, qui nuper tarn 
fuavitcr et amice ofcula jungebant, valde nunc fibi invicem funt 
infenfi. Ante quatriduum fiquidem, cum forte Maurus huic nof- 
tra occurreret in vafta ifta area, qua adibus Salinafii adjacet, 
ftatim ilia capillitium ejus invafit, pluribufque adfecit verberibus; 
neque eo contenta, etiam fufte in ilium favire conabatur, nifi 
bonus jliefocjus in horreum confugiffet,fuperftruicemquandam, 
ja^luque le vindicaffet cafpitum. Huic fpeiSaculo non defuit in¬ 
gens fpedlatorum numcrus,qui ex vicinia pafiim eoconfluxerant. 
Vides quam omnes iis inadibus funt yuvaiKonfarou/jtevoi. Facile hinc 
pofiis conjicere,falfos fuiffe rumores qui de “ fubadla Britannica” 
paflim fuere fparfi, cum ilia potius Maurum fubegerit, vel, fi verus 


fit rumor, adparet non fatis fuiffe fubablam. 

P. 662. Salmafius totus eft in refponfo ad Miltonum. Coep- 
tus eft jam excudi, qui mole non erit minor priori. Miltonum 
paftini Catamitum vocat, aitque cum in Italia viliffimum fuiffe 
fcortum, et paucis nummis nates proftituiffe. Examinat quoque 
paflim carmina ejus Latina. Diffidium vero quod exercet cum 
Moro, indiescrefcitjprefertim poftquam in jus vocavitAnglicam. 
Infenfus quoque eft alio nomine, nempe quod ipfum Morus cor- 
nigerum vocarit. 
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P. 66g. Miltonum mortuum credideratn, fic certe nunciaras. 
Sed prsftat in vivis ilium efle, ut Sycophantae cum Sycophantis 
committantur. Poemataejus mihi oftendit Holllenius. Nihil ilia 
ad elegantiam apologia. In profodiam pcccavit frequenter. Mag¬ 
nus igitur Salmallanze crifi campus hie eft apertuSjl'ed qua fronte 
alienos ifte verfus notabit, cujus mufis nihil eft cacatius ? Quod 
ait adverfarium (Miltonum) Jiates Italis vendidifie, mcra eft ca- 
lumnia. Utinam cjus malae tarn tuta: fuiffent a pugnis uxoriis, 
quam pofticum Adiltom os a ficariis Hetrufeis*! fmo invifuseft 
Italis Anglus ifte, inter quos multo vixit tempore, ob mores ni- 
mis feveros, cum ct de rcligionc libenter difputarct, ac multa in 
Pontiiicem Romanuin acerbe elFutiret, quavis uccafione. 


Benhall, 1851. 




